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NEWS RELEASE 

Paris High School athlete finalist for Pro Football Hall of 
Fame and U.S. Army award  

Paris High School golfer Tanner Napier has been named a finalist 

for the U.S. Army and the Pro Football Hall of Fame Award for Ex-

cellence.  

 

The program is entering its second year after first being introduced 

in 2012 by Pro Football Hall of Famer and former Denver Bronco 

Shannon Sharpe. The award highlights achievements in and out of 

the classroom of student-athletes across the country.  

 

There are ten finalists across the country for the Award.  Napier, a 

senior at PHS, is the only Texas finalist. 

 

“I was honored to even just be nominated for this award, and I am overwhelmed that I was chosen as one of the 

finalists. I owe Coach Lewis a huge thank you for thinking to nominate me,” said Napier.  “I would like to thank 

my mom and dad and the rest of my family for always supporting me in everything I do. I also want to thank Mrs. 

Sandra Strom, Mr. Sims Norment, and principal Gary Preston for their help with my nomination. I appreciate all 

that Paris High and the Paris community have allowed me to achieve.” 

 

Napier has participated in numerous community service projects including the American Junior Golf Association 

“Birdies for Charity,” a program that raises money for underprivileged kids.  He also participates in ServeNow 

and Impact Paris, which provides free sports camps and free medical and dental care for underprivileged children. 

 

Each of the ten finalists will receive an all-expense paid trip to the 2014 U.S. Army All-American Bowl and par-

ticipate in various activities. The winner of the Award for Excellence will be announced during the Bowl’s 

Awards Ceremony on Jan. 3, 2014. 

 

Paris High golf coach Randall Lewis nominated Napier and recommended him as a worthy recipient. 

 

“Never have I worked with a finer, more well-rounded person,” Lewis said. “He exudes the type of character and 

leadership qualities the Army would hope to find in their best Officer Candidates.  As an athlete, he has the lead-

ership abilities and work ethic necessary to become such an elite athlete as honored in the Pro Football Hall of 

Fame.” 

 

Napier recently signed a letter of intent to play golf at Arkansas State University, a NCAA Division I school in 

Jonesboro, Ark., next year. 

 

Paris High School will recognize Tanner at a Dec. 12 ceremony which will feature an appearance by NFL Hall of 

Famer Mike Haynes.  
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