
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLONEL JIMMIE G MILLS USAF (RET) 

                                  Biography 

Colonel Jimmie Mills served 36 years and 8 months in the active and full time reserve 
component of the United States Air Force from 1969 until his retirement at Joint Base Fort Worth in 
2006. 

Colonel Mills was born in Bonham and attended the grade at Bailey English Elementary before 
his parents moved to Paris. He graduated from Paris High School in 1965, Paris Junior College in 1967 
and East Texas State in 1969, he completed an M.A. from Pepperdine University in 1977. He entered the 
U.S. Air Force and completed pilot training in 1970. . He is a veteran of 368 combat missions and 1219 
combat hours over Vietnam, Iraq and Bosnia. During his career he flew 12 different aircraft including 
the A-10, F-16, A37, and OV-10. He flew the last combat mission in South Vietnam on 28 January 1973 
the morning of the Vietnam ceasefire. He survived ejecting from a burning F-16 in 1992 after injesting a 
hawk in the engine. In June 1995 he served as the A-10 search and rescue coordinator during six days of 
search and eventual rescue of Captain Scott O'Grady from Bosnia after O'Grady's F16 was shot down. 
On September 11, 2001 Colonel Mills was in Washington D.0 visiting the Pentagon for Congressional 
meetings when the building was struck by the hijacked airliner, Mills and his staff escaped the building 
and was back in command of his Fighter wing the next day in New Orleans. 

Colonel Mills career highlights include commanding an Operations Group, a Regional Support 
Group, a Fighter Wing, and serving as the Chief of Staff of 10thAir Force. During his tenure as an Air 
Force commander he oversaw and led 12 separate combat deployments conducting operations over 
Southwest Asia and Bosnia with no loss of life or aircraft. Later as an Air Force senior executive at 
10th Air Force he directed the planning and deployment execution of 26 Expeditionary Force missions 
to Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan,Qatar, Kuwait and several classifed locations with spectacular success. His 
work as team leader on the development of data link capability for F-16 targeting pods brought the 
program in 3 years ahead of schedule at a fraction of the cost. 

Col Mills major decorations include 3 Legion of Merit, 2 Distinguished Flying Crosses, 3 
Meritorious Service Medals, 15 Air Medals, Aerial Achievement Medal, 2 Air Force Commendation 
Medals and the Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Silver Star. 



An excerpt from the Citation to his 2nd Flying Cross reads " On that date Mills piloted his 
aircraft over one of the most hostile anti-aircraft artillery protected areas in Vietnam, despite marginal 
weather and receiving over 900 rounds of heavy radar and non radar anti-aircraft artillery and numerous 
shoulder fired surface to air missies. Mills, and aircraft under his control destroyed ten enemy trucks 
and heavily damaged eight more while flying over the Cam Lo region of the Demilitarized zone 
between north and south Vietnam". 

During his career he earned his Wing's Top Gun honor for best gunnery scores during 
1980,1981,1982,1985,1987, and 1993, Colonel Mills also has the distinction of flying a mission with 
perfect gunnery scores of 5 times in which he strafed 100/100 hits with the gun and dropped 6 out of 6 
bulls eyes in bombing. He was a member of the winning 10th Air Force Fightercomp Team in 
1980,1981,1982,and 1985 which pitted teams of 4 pilots from units competing nationwide in 3 
bombing and 1 strafmg event. In 1982 Col. Mills won the individual Low Angle Bombing event, 
besting over eighty competitors with a average bomb distance of 6.2 feet from the target. 



Colonel Mills is dedicated golfer and skeet shooter and an avid quail hunter and gun dog lover. He 
won the world military skeet championship in 1978 in the 20 gauge class and the Louisiana State 
championship that same year. He has won several base military championships in golf and won 
the club championship at Stonebridge Country Club in Gretna Louisiana in 1999. He is a member 
of Paris Golf and Country Club. 

He is the son of Sandra Mills and the late J.D. Mills Jr. of Paris. His three sisters are all graduates of 
Paris High School. Dr. Leigh Scott was the valedictorian of the 1967 class and is a psychologist with 
the San Antonio ISD. DeeDee Alsup graduated in 1969, was the 1968 PHS homecoming queen and 
taught at Paris High for many years and Missi Downs just retired from 25 years as a wildcat teacher 
this year. 

Colonel Mills and his wife,Donna own a ranch northwest of of Honey Grove. The Fannin County 
NRCS selected Mills as Conservation Rancher of the Year for 2011. Donna is retired from the Paris 
Independent School District in 2013 with 11 years of service to the district and 34 years of teaching in 
several states. The couple have 3 children Chandra and husband Chris Hosek of Austin, Fancy and 
husband Kevin Knebel of Austin, and son USAF,Major Jimmie D Mills III and wife Jennifer of Anna. 
They have 3 grandchildren Mills Knebel of Austin and grandaughter Charley and grandson Cole of 
Anna. 



HONEY GROVE RANCHER REMEMBERS 9-11 PENTAGON ATTACK 

When you see Jim Mills around this part of North Texas at the sale barn or feed store or some other 
place related to ranching, his boots and jeans don't give any clues to the fact that 19 years ago he was the 
commander of an Air Force fighter wing and on that infamous day in September 2001 he was in the 
Pentagon when American Airlines Flight 175 struck the building killing 177 people. His recall of that 
day is crystal clear however, and his jaw still gets clenched in anger and sadness when the story is told. 
The Texas A&M Commerce University War and Memory Project interviewed Colonel Mills a couple of 
years ago and his story is documented in video in their archives. He described that experience: 

"Air Force Commanders are required to go to Washington D.C. every year to visit with their 
congressional delegations and brief the combat readiness of their units and provide an overall annual 
status report". "This was my fourth annual trip as the commander of the 926th Fighter Wing, Joint Base 
New Orleans. The vice commander who had been announced as my replacement attended, since I was 
moving to Ft Worth as the Chief of Staff of 10th Air Force". "Before we met with the Senators and 
Congressmen a briefing was required on what we could and could not talk about, we called it the ("do's 
and don'ts briefing)." "On the morning of September 11 we took the Metro to the Pentagon and arrived 
at 0845, we met our escorts and got through security and made it up to the 5th floor to get the briefing." 
" On the way, we ran into a buddy from Vietnam who was now a General. He asked me if a had heard 
about the the airplane crashing into one of the twin towers in New York? I said no we had been on the 
Metro headed up for a briefing". "He related the Joint Chiefs Battle Staff was convening in "the tank" 
and he was on the way down there." 
"We were in our seats by 0925 for the 0930 briefing which began on time with introductions and an 
overview of the subject matter." " At 0937 we heard a loud aircraft engine noise followed by a 
tremendous explosion and that gigantic building shook." "I had been through numerous rocket and 
mortar attacks and even been within 200 meters of an aircraft blowing up with six 5001b bombs loaded 
after being struck by a rocket but this sound was different and very strange. " We found out later that we 
were about two thirds of the way on the other side of the building from the impact" "Smoke alarms 
began to sound and our escorts immediately began to urge us to come with them to evacuate." " I asked if 
we should go to the scene and try to help, The major general in charge of our briefing ordered us to go 
with our escorts and get out of the building asap" "Our escorts walked us out of the building filled with 
smoke and debris. We were able to help several ladies who were very upset to walk south a few blocks to 
safety ". Our escort was a wonderful civilian young woman who was determined to walk us the 14 
blocks to where we were staying, She had young children and was very concerned, As soon as we 
cleared the Pentagon parking lot, I ordered her to go home, she said but I might get in trouble for leaving 
you. I just said , "Really". " I will never forget about half way to the hotel two F-16s at about 100 feet off 
the ground came roaring by in full afterburner below the Washington Monument headed north, I found 
out later, they were bound to intercept United flight 93 that crashed in Pennsylvania." "On the way to the 
hotel I used my Satellite phone to call my boss at 10th Air Force in Ft Worth to give an update and get 
any information he might have". "His orders were to get back to my unit the best way you could but to 
not expect any aircraft support for awhile." " I told him my plan was to keep our rent a car and drive back 
to New Orleans starting in about 10 minutes." " His further orders were to get home and start getting 
your airplanes ready to deploy for war, that he did not know what we were dealing with but that it would 
involve putting fire and steel on target at some point" "I gave my guys 5 minutes to pack their bags and 
get down to the rent a car because we were heading south asap." "All of them beat 5 minutes and we 
were headed out of Alexandria Virginia on the backroads in short order. I95 was backed-up but we had 
good maps and GPS devices and made it to Charlotte, North Carolina 



that night and New Orleans before dark the next day. 

"I have always felt guilty that we couldn't go to the scene and help that day, but it helped in October 

when the bombs started falling in Afghanistan and I felt even better when the "Cajuns" from my unit 

in New Orleans took their A-10 Warthogs to Kabul, Afghanistan and took the fight directly to the 

perpetrators of 9-11." 

"In two tours in Vietnam I had been through lots of rocket and mortar attacks, including my airplane 

being hit by anti aircraft fire. It wasn't fun, but it was war." "The 9-11 attacks to me were in a 

different category. These were chicken crap cowards who attacked innocent civilians on American 

soil". "The fighter pilots in my wing were so charged up it was difficult to get them to go home at night 

and wait for orders." "We were angry and I am still angry and I will die angry." "9-11 was a pitiful 

cowardly heinous act against defenseless Americans. I guess we have learned a little. I hope we never 

lose the feelings we had on 9/11 because the people that attacked us are still out there waiting for 

another opportunity." 


