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Gilbert to retire as Aikin Elementary principal  

After more than four decades in education, Aikin Elementary 

School's principal will call it a career at the end of August. 

 

Pat Gilbert, principal of Aikin Elementary School for the past 24 

years, entered the field of public education in 1971.  She spent 

eight years as a teacher, eight years as a counselor and assistant 

principal, and four years as a principal in four districts, Delmar, 

DeSoto, Midlothian, and Greenville before arriving in Paris.   

 

Her B.A., M.Ed., Mid-management, and Counseling certificates 

were earned at Texas A&M—Commerce.  She was named State 

TEPSAN of the Year in 2012, for whom she served on the state 

level as Standing Committee Chair, Elections Committee Chair, 

and member of the Marketing and Public Relations committees.  In addition, she is Past Presi-

dent of District VIII Texas Elementary Principals and Supervisors Association .  She served 

the Texas Association for the Gifted & Talented as Region VIII Board Member for four years 

and she was a Practicing Principal representative on the Texas Principal Leadership Initiative 

Board.  

 

Aikin moved from Academically Unacceptable to Academically Acceptable with Distinctions 

under her leadership and was named a Texas Monthly Five Star Campus.   

 

She is excited about the future of Aikin.  “The person who follows me will have wonderful 

blessings and will lead an incredible staff who fights for the underdogs, who helps people in 

need, and who have hearts as big as Texas.”  

 

“Pat Gilbert has been an outstanding leader during her years of service to Paris Independent 

School District,” said superintendent Paul Jones. “She is a passionate educator who has en-

riched the lives of our students and staff. She will be greatly missed.”  

 

 


