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July 28, 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 

 
In order for your child to access state required curriculum mandates, to receive training in safe use of 
the Internet, to access data for research purposes, and to collaborate over the Internet for 
instructional purposes through the Paris Independent School District network, he/she needs your 
permission. Through the Internet, your child will have access to many types of communication and 
information networks, which are used frequently in classroom assignments and include access to library 
materials and purchased online databases. They also will be able to communicate with other schools, 
colleges, organizations, and individuals around the world. 
 
With this educational opportunity comes responsibility. It is important that students and parents read 
the Paris ISD Student Guidelines for Acceptable Use of Technology Resources attached, and then ask any 
questions if you need help understanding them. This Acceptable Use Policy outlines the guidelines and 
behaviors that users are expected to follow when using school technologies or when using personally-
owned devices. 
 
Please note that Internet access is part of the District’s Electronic Communications Systems. Some 
material accessible via the Internet may contain content that is illegal, inaccurate, or potentially 
offensive to students (or their parents). It is possible for students to access (accidentally or otherwise) 
these areas of content. While the District uses filtering technology and protection measures to restrict 
access to such material in compliance with Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA) and Children’s 
Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA), it is not possible to absolutely prevent such access. It will be 
each student’s responsibility to follow the rules for appropriate and acceptable use. 
 
Please return the agreement form on the back of this letter indicating your understanding of the 
acceptable uses of the District’s electronic communications systems. Upon receipt of this form, your 
child will be authorized to access the Internet through the Paris ISD network. Also, please sign the back 
of the form to indicate your preference for your student’s work to be displayed on the District’s web 
page. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Campus Technology Specialist 
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STUDENT ACCEPTABLE USE AGREEMENT AND RELEASE 
 

FOR ELECTRONICALLY DISPLAYED WORK AND PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
 

I have read and understood the District’s Acceptable Use Policy and agree to abide by it: 

 

__________________________________________ _______/______________________ 
(Student Printed Name) (Grade/Homeroom Teacher) 

__________________________________________ ______________________________ 
(Student Signature) (Date) 

 

 

PARENT/GUARDIAN 
 

I have read and discussed the District’s Acceptable Use Policy with my child. In 

consideration for the privilege of using the District’s internet access, electronic 

communications system, and in consideration for having access to the public networks, 

I hereby release the Paris ISD, its operators, and any institutions with which they are 

affiliated from any and all claims and damages of any nature arising from my child’s use 

of, or inability to use, the system, including, without limitation, the type of damage 

identified in the District’s policy and administrative regulations. 

 

__________________________________________  
(Parent/Guardian Printed Name) 

 
 

__________________________________________ __________________  
(Parent/Guardian Signature) (Date) 

 

ELECTRONICALLY DISPLAYED STUDENT PHOTOGRAPH AND WORK 
 
Please Circle 
 
YES NO  I give permission for my child’s name, picture, and/or work to be included on Web pages, 
 

newsletters, newspapers, flyers, videos, videoconferencing and other 
publications/activities created by the school. 

 

STUDENT ART WORK REPRODUCTION 
 
YES  NO I give permission to show slides/reproductions and actual works of the student to other  

students and teachers (as examples of outstanding work done by our students). 
 
 
 
 

Please return this form to your Campus Technology Contact or designee. This form will be kept 
on file for the 2020-2021 school year. 
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Student Guidelines for Acceptable Use of Technology Resources 

 

Paris ISD recognizes that access to technology in school gives students greater opportunities to learn, 
engage, communicate, and develop skills that will prepare them for work, life, and citizenship. We are 

committed to helping students develop 21st century technology and communication skills. 
 
To that end, we provide access to the District’s technology resources, including the Internet, for 
instructional and administrative purposes and in accordance with administrative regulations, for student 
and staff use. 
 
This Acceptable Use Policy outlines the guidelines and behaviors that users are expected to follow when 
using school technologies or when using personally-owned devices on the school campus. 
 

Access to the District’s technology resources is a privilege, not a right. All users shall be required to 
acknowledge receipt and understanding of all administrative regulations governing use of the District’s 
technology resources and shall agree in writing to allow monitoring of their use and to comply with such 
regulations and guidelines. Noncompliance may result in suspension of access or termination of 
privileges and other disciplinary action consistent with District policies. Policies may be viewed in 
entirety through the school office or via the Internet at www.parisisd.net – Board of Trustees- Policy 
Online. Violations of law may result in criminal prosecution as well as disciplinary action by the District. 
 

Guidelines 
 Paris ISD’s network systems are intended for educational purposes.


 All activity over the District’s network systems, including Internet use, or using 

District technologies, may be monitored and retained.


 Access to online content via the District’s network systems may be restricted in accordance with 
our policies and federal regulations, such as the Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA).


 Students are expected to follow the same rules for good behavior and respectful conduct online 

as offline.
 Misuse of school resources can result in disciplinary action.


 Paris ISD makes a reasonable effort to ensure students’ safety and security online, but will not 

be held accountable for any harm or damages that result from use of school technologies.


 Users of the District’s network systems or other technologies are expected to alert technology 
staff immediately of any concerns for safety or security.

 

Technologies Covered 
 
Paris ISD may provide Internet access, desktop computers, mobile computers or devices, 
videoconferencing capabilities, online collaboration capabilities, message boards, email, and more. 
 
As new technologies emerge, Paris ISD will attempt to provide access to them. The policies outlined in 
this document are intended to cover all available technologies, not just those specifically listed. 
 
Usage Policies 
 
All technologies provided by the District are intended for education purposes. All users are expected to 
use good judgment and to follow the specifics of this document as well as the spirit of it: be safe, 
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appropriate, careful and kind; don’t try to get around technological protection measures; use 
good common sense; and ask if you don’t know. 
 
The Student Code of Conduct will be enforced with any system user identified as a security risk or having 
violated District and/or campus computer use-guidelines. Any system user identified as a security risk or 
as having violated District and/or campus computer use guidelines may be denied access to the District’s 
system. 
 
All users will be required to sign a user agreement annually for issuance or renewal of an account. 
Employees and students granted access to the District’s system must complete any applicable 
District network training. 
 
Web Access 
 
Paris ISD provides its users with access to the Internet, including web sites, resources, content, and 
online tools. Each District computer with Internet access and the District’s network systems shall have 
filtering devices or software that blocks access to visual depictions that are obscene, pornographic, 
inappropriate for students, or harmful to minors, as defined by the federal Children’s Internet 
Protection Act and as determined by the Superintendent or designee. Web browsing may be monitored 
and web activity records may be retained indefinitely. 
 
Users are expected to respect that the web filter is a safety precaution, and should not try to 
circumvent it when browsing the Web. The Superintendent or designee shall enforce the use of such 
filtering devices and shall not authorize the disabling of a filtering device for any reason. 
 

Paris ISD will provide age-appropriate training for students who use the District’s Internet facilities. The 
training provided will be designed to promote the District’s commitment to: 
 

1. The standards and acceptable use of Internet services as set forth in this Acceptable Use 
Policy; 

 
2. Student safety with regard to: 

 
a. safety on the Internet; 

 
b. appropriate behavior while on online, on social networking Web sites, and in 

chat rooms; and  
c. cyber bullying awareness and response. 

 

Email 
 
Paris ISD may provide users with email accounts for the purpose of school-related communication. 
Availability and use may be restricted based on school policies. Electronic mail transmissions and other 
use of the District’s technology resources by students, employees, and members of the public shall not 
be considered private. Designated District staff shall be authorized to monitor the District’s technology 
resources at any time to ensure appropriate use. 
 
If users are provided with email accounts, they should be used with care. Users should not send 
personal information; should not attempt to open files or follow links from unknown or untrusted origin; 
should use appropriate language; and should only communicate with other people as allowed by the 
District policy or the teacher. 
 
Users are expected to communicate with the same appropriate, safe, mindful, courteous conduct online 
as offline. Email usage may be monitored and archived. 
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Social/Web 2.0 / Collaborative Content 
 
Recognizing the benefits collaboration brings to education, Paris ISD may provide users with access 
to web sites or tools that allow communication, collaboration, sharing, and messaging among users. 
 
Users are expected to communicate with the same appropriate, safe, mindful, courteous conduct online 
as offline. Posts, chats, sharing, and messaging may be monitored. Users should be careful not to share 
personally-identifying information online. 
 
Mobile Devices Policy 
 
Paris ISD may provide users with mobile computers or other devices to promote learning outside of the 
classroom. Users should abide by the same acceptable use policies when using school devices off the 
school District’s network systems as on the school District’s network systems. 
 
Users are expected to treat these devices with extreme care and caution; these are expensive devices 
that the school is entrusting to your care. Users should report any loss, damage, or malfunction to the 
campus technology contact immediately. Users may be financially accountable for any damage 
resulting from negligence or misuse. 
 

Use of school-issued mobile devices off the school District’s network systems may be monitored. 

Personally-Owned Devices Policy 
 
Personal mobile devices shall be used only with the permission of the campus principal or administrator 
and when used at Paris ISD should follow the same acceptable use policy as Paris ISD provided 
equipment. Any attempt to use a mobile device to bypass the District content filter, even for acceptable 
content, will be considered a discipline issue. 
 
Students should keep personally-owned devices (including laptops, tablets, smart phones, and cell 
phones) turned off and put away during school hours—unless in the event of an emergency or as 
instructed by a teacher or staff for educational purposes. 
 
Using any device that permits recording the voice or image of another in any way that either disrupts 
the educational environment, invades the privacy of others, or is made without the prior consent of the 
individual(s) being recorded is strictly forbidden. 
 
Security 
 
Users are expected to take reasonable safeguards against the transmission of security threats over the 
school District’s network systems. This includes not opening or distributing infected files or programs 
and not opening files or programs of unknown or untrusted origin. 
 
A student knowingly bringing prohibited materials into the school’s electronic environment will be 
subject to a suspension of privileges on the District’s system and will be subject to disciplinary action in 
accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. 
 
If you believe a computer or mobile device you are using might be infected with a virus, please alert 
your campus technology contact. Do not attempt to remove the virus yourself or download any 
programs to help remove the virus. 
 
Vandalism Prohibited 
 
Any malicious attempt to harm or destroy District equipment or materials, data of another user of the 
District’s system, or any of the agencies or other networks that are connected to the Internet is 
prohibited. Deliberate attempts to degrade or disrupt system performance may be viewed as violations 
of District policy and administrative regulations and, possibly, as criminal activity under applicable state 
 
 

 

DATE ISSUED: 6/18/2012 



Paris ISD CQ 

139909 REGULATION 
 

 

and federal laws. This includes, but is not limited to, the uploading or creating of computer viruses, 
hacking, or any other unlawful activity. 
 
Vandalism as defined above will result in the suspension of system use privileges and will require 
restitution for costs associated with system restoration, hardware, or software costs. 
 
Downloads 

 
Users should not download or attempt to download or run .exe programs over the school District’s 
network systems or onto school resources without express permission from District technology staff. 
 
You may be able to download other file types, such as images or videos. For the security of our District’s 
network systems, download such files only from reputable sites, and only for education purposes. 
 
The loading of non-school related content or the loading of non-Paris ISD licensed software may result in 
the loss of computer privileges. 
 
Netiquette 
 
Users should always use the Internet, District’s network systems resources, and online sites in a 
courteous and respectful manner. 
 
Users should also recognize that among the valuable content online is unverified, incorrect, or 
inappropriate content. Users should use trusted sources when conducting research via the Internet. 
 
Personal data (home address, phone number, and phone numbers of other people) should not be 
revealed. 
 
Remember that other users of the Paris ISD technology resources and other networks are human beings 
whose culture, language, and humor have different points of reference from your own. Users should 
also remember not to post anything online that they wouldn’t want parents, teachers, or future 
colleges or employers to see. Once something is online, it’s out there—and can sometimes be shared 
and spread in ways you never intended. 
 
Plagiarism and Copyright Compliance 
 
Users should not plagiarize (or use as their own, without citing the original creator) content, including 
words or images, from the Internet. Users should not take credit for things they didn’t create 
themselves, or misrepresent themselves as an author or creator of something found online. Research 
conducted via the Internet should be appropriately cited, giving credit to the original author. 
 
Copyrighted software or data may not be placed on any system connected to the District’s system 
without permission from the holder of the copyright or compliance with fair use guidelines. Only the 
owner(s) or individuals the owner specifically authorizes may upload copyrighted material to the 
system. 
 
Personal Safety 
 
Users should never share personal information, including phone number, address, social security 
number, birthday, or financial information, over the Internet without adult permission. Users 
should recognize that communicating over the Internet brings anonymity and associated risks, and 
should carefully safeguard the personal information of themselves and others. Users should never 
agree to meet someone they meet online in real life without parental permission. 
 
If you see a message, comment, image, or anything else online that makes you concerned for your 
personal safety, bring it to the attention of an adult (teacher or staff if you’re at school; parent if 
you’re using the device at home) immediately. 
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Cyber bullying 
 
Cyber bullying will not be tolerated. Harassing, dissing, flaming, denigrating, impersonating, outing, 
tricking, excluding, and cyber stalking are all examples of cyber bullying. Don’t be mean. Don’t send 
emails or post comments with the intent of scaring, hurting, or intimidating someone else. 
 
Engaging in these behaviors, or any online activities intended to harm (physically or emotionally) 
another person, will result in severe disciplinary action and loss of privileges. In some cases, cyber 
bullying can be a crime. Remember that your activities are monitored and retained. 
 
 

Examples of Acceptable Use 
 
I will: 
 

1. Use school technologies for school-related activities.  
2. Follow the same guidelines for respectful, responsible behavior online that I am expected 

to follow offline. 
3. Treat school resources carefully, and alert staff if there is any problem with their operation.  
4. Encourage positive, constructive discussion if allowed to use communicative or 

collaborative technologies.  
5. Alert a teacher or other staff member if I see threatening, inappropriate, or harmful 

content (images, messages, and posts) online. 
6. Use school technologies at appropriate times, in approved places, for educational pursuits. 
7. Cite sources when using online sites and resources for research. 
8. Recognize that use of school technologies is a privilege and treat it as such. 
9. Be cautious to protect the safety of myself and others.  
10. Help to protect the security of school resources. 

 
This is not intended to be an exhaustive list. Users should use their own good judgment when using 
school technologies. 
 

Unacceptable Use from Paris ISD Student Code of Conduct-Excerpt 

I will not: 
 

1. Use the system for any illegal purpose. 
2. Borrow someone’s account without permission. 
3. Download or use copyrighted information without permission from the copyright holder. 
4. Download or install any software without principal’s permission. 
5. Waste school resources through improper use of the computer system. 
6. Participate in chat rooms unless under strict teacher supervision. 
7. Access for non-instructional use during instructional periods. 
8. Access, install, download or use non-educational games.  
9. Attempt to access or circumvent passwords or other security-related information of the 

District, students, or employees or upload or create computer viruses, including off school 
property if the conduct causes a substantial disruption to the educational environment.  

10. Attempt to alter, destroy, or disable District technology resources including but not limited 
to computers and related equipment, District data, the data of others, or other networks 
connected to the District’s system, including off school property if the conduct causes a 
substantial disruption to the educational environment. 
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11. Use the Internet or other electronic communications to threaten District students, 
employees, or volunteers, including off school property if the conduct causes a 
substantial disruption to the educational environment.  

12. Send, post, or possess electronic messages that are abusive, obscene, sexually oriented, 
threatening, harassing, damaging to another’s reputation, or illegal, including cyber bullying 
and “sexting”, either on or off school property, if the conduct causes a substantial 
disruption to the educational environment.  

13. Use e-mail or Web sites to engage in or encourage illegal behavior or threaten school safety, 
including off school property if the conduct causes a substantial disruption to the 
educational environment. 

 
Computer misuse is a Level II violation unless the student’s intent is to obtain a benefit or defraud or 
harm another, in which event the misuse, Penal Code §33.02, is a Level III offense. Accessing the District’s 
computers, computer system or computer network and knowingly altering, damaging, or deleting 
District property or information is a Level IV offense. 
 
 

Disclaimer of Liability 
 
Paris ISD shall not be liable for users’ inappropriate use of the District’s technology resources, violations 
of copyright restrictions or other laws, users’ mistakes or negligence, and costs incurred by users. The 
District shall not be responsible for ensuring the availability of the District’s technology resources or the 
accuracy, age appropriateness, or usability of any information found on the Internet. 

 

The District’s system is provided on an “as is, as available” basis. The District does not make any 
warranties, whether express or implied, including, without limitation, those of merchantability and 
fitness for a particular purpose with respect to any services provided by the system and any information 
or software contained therein. The District does not warrant that the functions or services performed 
by, or that the information or software contained on the system will meet the system user’s 
requirements, or that the system will be uninterrupted or error-free, or that defects will be corrected. 
 
Opinions, advice, services, and all other information expressed by system users, information providers, 
service providers, or other third-party individuals in the system are those of the providers and not the 
District. 
 
The District will cooperate fully with local, state, or federal officials in any investigation concerning 
or relating to misuse of the District’s electronic communication system. 

 

Violations of this Acceptable Use Policy  
Violations of this policy may have disciplinary repercussions, including: 
 

 Suspension of District’s network systems, technology, or computer privileges

 Notification to parents
 Detention or suspension from school and school-related activities
 Legal action and/or prosecution
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