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Students honor local veterans
   On the 11th hour, on the 
11th day, in the 11th month 
of 1918, World War I ended. 
This day is known through-
out most of the world as 
Remembrance Day, or in the 
U.S. as Veterans Day. 100 
years later, students, fac-
ulty and staff of Bay High 
School came together to 
honor local veterans.   
     On November 12th, Bay 
Student Council members 
served the veterans break-
fast and walked them to 
the gym where they were 
welcomed by every student 
at Bay standing, applaud-
ing and waving American 
flags. Junior Aaron Jolly 
then led the crowd in a word 
of prayer. Senior Shelby 
Corn led the audience in the 
Pledge of Allegiance, and 
the high school choir sang 
the national anthem while 
the Arkansas State Univer-

sity ROTC cadets presented 
the American and Arkansas 
flags. 
     In honor of the 100th 
anniversary of the end of 
World War I, Mrs. Carmer’s 
elementary and high school 
art classes, with special as-
sistance from senior Savan-
nah Hutcheson, constructed 
an art piece filled with red 
paper poppies to honor 
America’s war dead.
     Derek Patsey, Quarter-
master of V.F.W Post 1991, 
explained the meaning of 
the missing man table and 
how to honor veterans. He 
was followed by 13 BHS 
students speaking names 
of over 600 veterans who 
have connections to Bay. 
Senior Mariah Birdsong, 
was one of those students 
and said, “I felt honored and 
privileged to be able to read 
those veterans’ names.” Fi-

nal guest speaker Jeff Weir, 
father of BHS Senior Alli-
son Weir, freshman Bradley 
Weir, and 7th grader Isiah 
Weir, expounded on the 
spirit of Veterans Day and 
honoring those who have 
served and who are current-

ly serving. “I felt honored 
and privileged to speak for 
the veterans listed,” stated 
Weir. The program conclud-
ed with a video slideshow 
featuring several veterans 
with personal connections 
to Bay students. 

Arkansas State ROTC Cadets present the U.S. flag and the Arkansas flag at Bay 
High School on November 12th. Photo by Jacob Oster.

HOBY is outstanding
     Each year one sopho-
more from each Arkansas 
school district is selected 
to attend the three day 
long Hugh O’ Brian Youth 
Leadership Conference at 
Arkansas Tech Univer-
sity in Russellville. This 
year the Bay High School 
sophomore selected for this 
honor is Addy Middleton. 
In June, Middleton will join 
other HOBY delegates to 
participate in motivation 
and team building exercises 
and a service project, and 
she will have opportunities 
to network with business 
leaders and to listen to ac-
complished speakers.

    After graduating from 
HOBY, Middleton will be 
required to complete 100 
volunteer hours in order 
to earn the President’s 
Volunteer Service Award, 
a nationally recognized 
award. Middleton states, “I 
am excited for the chance 
to exercise my leadership 
skills. It is an awesome 
opportunity.” HOBY gives 
students unique leadership 
training to inspire them to 
improve the lives of others 
through service and innova-
tion and teaches students the 
skills that they need to make 
positive change in their 
community. 

Sophomore Addy Middleton selected 
for HOBY.



Math teacher Brandon 
Young attended Searcy 
High School where his fa-
vorite memory was leaving.  
He attended ASU Beebe and 
majored in Liberal Arts and 
Health Science.  He then 
attended ASU and majored 

Science teacher and assis-
tant baseball coach Casey 
Newman attended Willow 
Springs High School in 
Missouri where he was a 
member of the football, 
basketball and baseball 
teams, the letterman club, 
and the school newspa-
per.  His favorite memory 
from high school was 
when  15-20 people had 
to be interviewed by the 
Springfield police because 
someone stole a Shriner’s 
hat on a field trip.  His 
teachers would describe him 
as smart, unmotivated, and 
tardy.  His greatest achieve-

Band, choir, and drama 
teacher Regan Higgins at-
tended Bryant High School 
where she was a member 
of the Wind Ensemble, 
Marching Band, Teachers 
of Tomorrow, Drama Team 
and Stage Management.  
Her favorite memories were 
from being in the Wind 
Ensemble, Marching Band, 
and hanging out with her 
close friends.  She attended 
Arkansas State University 
and graduated with a Bach-
elors in Instrumental Music 
Education with an emphasis 

MR. NEWMAN

History and debate teacher 
Barry Watkins attended 
Searcy High School where 
he was a member of Beta 
Club, Drama Club, and 
Band.  This allowed him 
to be in many high school 
musicals even though he 
said he was a “lousy singer 
and actor.”  His favorite 
memory from this time was 
going with friends to Little 
Rock to watch movies at 
the UA Cinema 150.    He 
first attended Harding Uni-
versity where he majored 
in Political Science and 
minored in Social Science.  
He then attended University 

MR. YOUNG

WATKINS now (wanted to keep his 
past self a mystery)

MS. HIGGINS

in Clarinet Performance.  If 
she was not a teacher, she 
would be in Performance 
Arts Vocal/Clarinet and 
would foster elderly dogs 
on the side.  If she could go 
back in time, she would try 
not be so hard on herself 
and not let other people’s 
opinions of her affect her.  
One of the top items on her 
bucket list is to swim/bond 
with dolphins and otters.  
She loves to read, and one 
of her favorite books and 
movies is Mary Poppins.  
She loves the message 

behind the song “Feed the 
Birds” from the movie and 
would really love to meet 
Julie Andrews some day.  
One things that she wants 
her students to know is that 
she is extremely addicted 
to shopping on Amazon.  
Her words of wisdom for 
the 2019 graduating class 
are, “It is always okay to 
be curious. Never lose your 
passion for learning. It is 
a huge part of one’s daily 
lifestyle.”

ment so far is finding a 
career he enjoys and that 
supports his family.  He 
graduated from ASU in 
2008 with a B.S. in Jour-
nalism with an emphasis 
in public relations.  Three 
items on his bucket list are 
to see someplace cool on the 
other side of the world, go 
on a college football road 
trip with friends to visit 
every SEC stadium and to 
be with his kids when they 
cross something off their 

bucket list. His favorite 
song is “Sittin’ On the Dock 
of the Bay” by Otis Red-
ding.  Newman’s words of 
wisdom for the 2019 gradu-
ating class  are, “Don’t rush 
to find what you want to do 
when you leave here.  What 
you are supposed to do gen-
erally finds you anyway.”  
Something that he wants the 
students at BHS to know is 
that he has been married for 
almost 8 years.

of Arkansas and majored in 
Law.  If he wasn’t a teach-
er he would want to be a 
professional fisherman.  He 
does not have anything on 
his bucket list, but when 
he retires he wants to fish a 
lot.  If he could go back in 
time to do one thing differ-
ently, he thinks he would 
just make the same mistakes 
again.  His favorite movie is 
Zulu, and his favorite book 
is Anthem by Ayn Rand.  
His words of wisdom to the 
2019 graduating class are 
“There are no simple words 
of wisdom.  You will make 
mistakes.  It is how you 
respond after the mistake 
which demonstrates char-
acter.”  He would also like 
his students to know that 
he deeply appreciates all 
the support they displayed 
during his health issues.

in Mathematics with a 
minor in Statistics.  He does 
not know what other career 
he would have if he was not 
a teacher.  He considers his 
greatest achievement so far 
to be his family. He found 
the perfect woman and “put 
a ring on it,” and then they 
had the perfect daughter.  
He says that he is sorry, 
but all other daughters are 
second best.  The top three 
things on his bucket list 
are to create a hard rock/
metal album that is likely 
to be instrumental, to travel 
and to not die(maybe).  His 
favorite books are The 
Lightbringer series by Brent 
Weeks.  His favorite song is 
“Make Me Bad” by Korn.
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     Bay is known for win-
ning. The BHS basketball 
program has won six state 
championship titles in total. 
The boys have collected five 
(1965, 2011, 2013, 2015, 
2016) and the girls won 
their first in 2017. Bailey 
Williams, senior, also made 
history by winning two 
bowling state champion-
ships back to back in 2016 
and 2017. The cheer pro-
gram gave BHS yet another 
ring in 2014 and came home 
the year after with the title 
of state runner-ups. The 
baseball program has one 
state championship from 
back in 1963 and has had a 
resurgence in recent years 
including an elite 8 birth in 
2017 and a trip to state last 
year. The softball and golf 
teams have also been com-
petitive in their rebuilding 
phases.
     The hard work BHS 
student athletes do to be 
successful has been dubbed 
by many across Northeast 

Arkansas as “The Bay 
Way.” However, sports 
are about more than just 
winning. The moments 
behind the scenes are what 
the athletes and coaches find 
the most rewarding. Ath-
letes at Bay are truly part of 
a family. According to golf 
team member sophomore, 
Jackson Hunt, “Growing 
closer to my team, learn-
ing more about them, and 
learning about how we can 
come together to be better in 
the future are things I really 
enjoy besides just the aspect 
of playing the game.” Base-
ball player Nathan Higgins, 
junior, stated, “I would say 
one of the best things about 
high school baseball is the 
team. From our coach, that 
would do anything for us, to 
the group of guys that I can 
enjoy the game of baseball 
and go through life with. I 
enjoy being able to work 
with these guys.” Bowling 
team senior Bailey Williams 
says that even though bowl-

The Bay Way; Behind the scenes
ing is a more personal sport, 
she still enjoys bus rides 
with her team and helping 
them in any way that she 
can. Senior basketball guard 
Layne Austin’s favorite 
things behind the scenes are 
“2k tournaments at hotels, 
wrestling on the bus on 
the way home from games 
we’ve won and growing 
close like a family with the 
team and coach.” Basketball 
coach, Brad Brannen also 
added, “I enjoy the tough 
times; I enjoy knowing 
that it is never as bad as it 
seems. I enjoy getting my 
young men through those 
tough times. I just enjoy 
teaching kids that hard 
times and hard work turns 
into the best memories of 
a lifetime and develops 
great relationships that last 
forever.” BHS athletes and 
coaches really are a family 
through the good times and 
the bad. These relationships 
are the basis of “The Bay 
Way.”

     The junior high boys’ 
basketball season has start-
ed off with a 10-4 record. 
Preston Harmon coaches 
the team and is an assistant 
for the senior boys. Several 
talented players have joined 
the team. 7th grader Justin 
Brannen stated, “It’s really 
cool that I am starting this 
year. I have worked really 
hard to be where I am to-
day.” Preston Harmon add-
ed that the whole team will 
continue to work hard and 
get better throughout the 
year. The team is looking 
forward to District and is 
hoping to come out on top. 

Jr high boys off 
to a good start

Ladyjackets turning 
the corner

  The BHS senior boys’ 
basketball team has begun 
their season. So far, their 
record is standing at 8-7. 
The team recently compet-
ed in the Williams Baptist 
Tournament, winning their 
first game, thanks to an 
incredible last second three 
point shot by senior Layne 
Austin. “It took me back to 
the first round of the State 
tournament last season 
when Layne hit a buzzer 
beater to win the game 
against County Line,” said 
junior Kolby Belcher. The 
team lost their second game 
by just one point, but it is 
the close losses that sum-
mon the motivation to work 
harder. 
   For several seniors on the 
team, it is their last season 
as a Yellowjacket. Senior 
Dax Gibson says, “It’s our 
last year, and we’re going 
to make the most of it.” 
Gibson is the team captain. 
Other seniors on the team 
are Layne Austin, Zachary 
Hampton, and Slade Grove.
   Soon, the team will be 
preparing for Regionals 
and, hopefully, State. The 
competition is tough, but 
the Yellowjackets believe 
they have what it takes to 
prevail. 

     Recently, the girls’ 
basketball program at Bay 
hired new coach Michael 
Slater. He coaches junior 
high girls’ basketball and 
the softball team, and he 
helps with the elementary 
basketball teams. His assis-
tant coach is former high 
school basketball player, 
and current senior, Kaylee 
Crain. 
   It can take a while to build 
up a program after bringing 
in a new coach. The coach 
has to become familiar with 
the players and students so 
they will learn to trust and 
listen to him. The girls are 
working hard to acheive 
this. Slater remarks, “It’s a 
process. I believe the girls 
are starting to turn the cor-
ner and I am excited to see 
the progress.” The future 
is very bright for the Lady 
Jackets. 

SR high basketball 
boys in it to win it

Justin Brannen takes 
the ball out. Dax Gibson gets defensive.

Keyana Dodson 
protects the basket.

Bay Jr. High cheerleaders take first place in the Storm Classic on 
December 10th.
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BAM! Bay wins the competition in art museum
   Bay truly stood out at the 
annual Bradbury Art Muse-
um Inspired Competition. 
Students toured the Body 
Parts exhibit on September 
14 and were asked to select 
a piece that inspired them 
and to create an artwork 
of their own based on that 
work. They were also asked 
to write an artist statement 
about their artwork; together 
these were submitted to be 
considered for a competitive 
exhibition.  
   There were 152 students 
entered from a six coun-
ty area, but only 48 were 
chosen to be part of the 
exhibition. Of those 48 
students, 10 were from Bay 
High School. Merit award 

winners from BHS were 
seniors Kaitlyn Norwood, 
Haylee Tribble and Bailey 
Williams and junior Na-
talie Frey. Frey won Best 
of Show with her sculpture 
entitled The Human Cache. 
“It took me a month to an-
alyze each finite part of the 
human skull and construct it 
with cardboard and rubber 
cement. I was amazed by 
the turnout of my project 
when I put a finish on it. It 
seemed like it was made out 
of wood,” stated Frey. The 
exhibition ended on Decem-
ber 7, but BHS students are 
already looking forward to 
participating in next year’s 
competition.

Frey’s project, The Human Cache, 
constructed of cardboard and rubber 
cement. Frey states that she took a 
month to analyze each part of the piece 
that inspired her. 

   On November 9th, 
students in Mrs. Carmer’s 
Art Club and Mr. Watkin’s 
World Civilization class 
took a group field trip to the 
Crystal Bridges Museum 
of American Art in Benton-
ville. This world-renowned 
museum houses art installa-
tions by many well-known 
artists such as pieces like 
Maman, a 33 foot tall 
welded statue of a spider 
carrying eggs, by Lou-
ise Bourgeois, and White 
Naptha Soap which featured 
dolls that were garnished in 
common objects and meant 
to be seen as protectors of 
impoverished communities 
by Vanessa L. German. 
Crystal Bridges also has 
many ongoing focus exhibi-
tions about personal space 

and human conversation.
     In October, the museum 
opened the Art of New Un-
derstanding: Native Voice, 
1950s to now exhibit. This 
exhibit showcases works of 
art done by Native Amer-
ican artists from 1950 and 
after. This exhibit caught 
the attention of BHS teacher 
Watkins who had never 
been to Crystal Bridges be-
fore. “I saw it as an oppor-
tunity to see what was there 
and to use it in the future 
as a learning tool for my 
students,” stated Watkins. 
    Upon arrival at the muse-
um, students were led on a 
tour by museum employees 
who explained the deeper 
meaning behind some of the 
works of art, why the artist 
chose to depict their work 

Bridging gaps in art and history
Crystal Bridges trip. Left to right: Natalie Frey, Madison Riggs, Laney Eldridge, Lily Emerick, Nathan Campbell, Tabitha 
Brown, Jacob Oster, Bailey Scott, Ryan Frazier, Allison Weir, Marshall Roberts, Baylee Ford, Anna Oppenheim, Mr. Watkins 
(peeking out), Abby Frisby and Robert Whitlock.

   On November 2, the BHS 
senior high choir held a cof-
fee house event led by choir 
teacher Regan Higgins. 
Coffee and desserts were 
offered. The event was an 
open mic gathering which 
gave anyone the opportunity 
to sing, dance, give a com-
edy routine or perform a 
magic act. “This event was 
an experiment for the choir 
to see if we could make 
any money from it, and it 
ended up being a success. 
The money we made from 
this event will go into the 
choir activity fund,” stated 
Higgins. Higgins also men-
tioned that they did quite 
well for their first time. The 
turnout consisted of parents, 
students, faculty, commu-
nity members and school 
board members.
   Some highlights of the 
show included an opening 
magic show from Bay agri 
teacher and magician Rocky 
Clements, a dance routine 
performed by Bradley Weir 
and Jordan Vales and a 
cover of “She Used to Be 
Mine” performed by Abby 
Armstrong. “My favorite 
part about the event was 
getting to hear people’s dif-
ferent styles and seeing peo-
ple come out of their shell 
and performing. It was hon-
estly a little nerve-racking, 
but once I started singing I 
was fine. I knew that there 
were so many supportive 
people in the audience and 
that helped me calm down 
a lot,” stated Armstrong. 
The final performance of the 
night was by the band As 
You Were led by 2013 Bay 
alum Dylan Rush.

a certain way or how they 
utilized an art element 
in an interesting way. 
Senior BHS art club mem-
ber Laney Eldridge re-
marked, “It was interesting 
to see works of art that are 
famous and well-respect-
ed.” When students would 
stumble upon important 
works of American art, Wat-
kins would ask the students 
questions relating to the 
piece and relate the work to 
events in American history. 
The museum also featured 
interactive activities where 
students were invited to take 
inspiration from works of 
art and create their own sto-
ries. The trip was an enjoy-
able and valuable learning 
experience for all.
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   Jordan Nichols plans to 
major in photography at 
Arkansas State University. 
His dream job is to be a 
sports photographer. He is 
outgoing, friendly, and cre-
ative. The top things on his 
bucket list are to live in Los 
Angeles and meet Russell 
Westbrook and Paul George. 
His favorite song is “Hey 
There Delilah” by the Plain 
White Tees, and his favor-
ite TV show is  The Office. 
Jordan’s favorite  memory of 
high school is winning the 
homecoming Air Show his 
junior year. His hobbies are 
taking photos and hanging 
out with his friends. Jordan’s 
best- friends are 
Haylee Tribble and 
Mariah Birdsong.

   Damion Moon is planning 
to major in Entomology at 
(maybe) Texas A&M, and he 
hopes to live in Los Ange-
les after graduation. If the 
college thing does not work 
out, he may join the military. 
Three words to describe 
him are funny, depressing 
and loud, and one thing 
on his bucket list is to be 
featured on the horror movie 
YouTube channel “The 
Kill Count” with James A. 
Jenisse. His hobby is playing 
video games, and his favor-
ite book is The Stand. His 
dream job is to be a come-
dian. His words of wisdom 
to the underclassman are to 
make life as fun as possible. 
His best friend is 

Bailey Wil-
liams.  

   Dax Gibson plans on at-
tending either Lyon College 
or ASU-Newport after grad-
uation, and he wants to get a 
degree in business. His favor-
ite genre of music is Christian 
or rap, and his favorite show 
is Dragon Ball Super.  Three 
words to describe him are 
hungry, energetic, and ath-
letic. He is a member of the 
boys’ basketball team, and his 
best memory of high school is 
winning the state champion-
ship. His hobbies are playing 
basketball and hanging out 
with his family and girlfriend. 
His advice to the underclass-
man is to do your homework 
and don’t procrastinate. His 
dream job is to be a veterinar-
ian.

   Kaylee Crain plans to 
major in Social Science for 
a Bachelor of Science in 
Education at Arkansas State 
University. Her dream job is 
to be a high school principal. 
She describes herself as tall, 
easily stressed, and “math 
challenged”. The top things 
on her bucket list are to go 
to Europe and Alaska, and to 
win the lottery (even if she 
is just winning $100). She 
loves country music, and 
her favorite TV show at the 
moment is Supernatural. Her 
hobbies include coaching 
basketball and binge-watch-
ing Netflix. She hopes that 
her best memory of high 
school has not 
happened 
yet. Her 
best friend 
is Laney 
Eldridge.

   Katie Williams plans to attend Black 
River Technical Institute after gradua-
tion, majoring in Welding/ Auto Body 
Repair. Her best memory of Bay is 
coming to school every day knowing 
that everyone here supports her and 
are like her family. She is shy, 
independent, and friendly. 
She loves all genres of music, 
but her favorite song is “I’m 
Good.” Her hobbies are bowl-
ing, sleeping, and drawing, 
and her best friends are Kayla 
Wilson and Bailey Williams. 
Her favorite elementary 
school memory is going to the 
library instead of the play-
ground.
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   Lily Emerick is planning on going to Arkansas State 
University after graduation. Three words to describe her are 
kind, sarcastic (sometimes), and theatrical. 
The top things on her bucket list are 
to get a 65’ Mustang Fastback and 
to make the ultimate drum studio. 
Lily loves music; and her hobbies 
are playing drums and the guitar. Her 
dream job is to play the drums for a 
profession- al band. Her advice to 
the un- derclassman is to always 
do Ms. Brown’s work, to never 
throw things in Ms. Higgin’s 
room, and to never say 
“crap” in Mrs. Carmer’s room. 
Her best friend is Kaitlyn 
Nor- wood.

Lily Emerick

Jordan Nichols Dax Gibson

Damion Moon Kaylee Crain

Katie Williams



   One BHS student is 
changing the status quo. 
Standing out from the 
crowd, junior Aaron Jolly 
is aspiring to be a published 
author. “I don’t force myself 
to write like some big-name 
authors do. I write because I 
want to and because I enjoy 
it,” said Jolly. Jolly has 
been working on his own 
book since the summer of 
2015, making it a little over 
three years now. When the 
book is finished, he plans 
to attempt to publish it to 
kickstart his possible career 

as an author. 
   Jolly’s inspiration came 
from his Aunt Carrie 
Landreth who is a published 
author herself. She showed 
Jolly that becoming an 
author is more obtainable 
than he once believed. “At 
first it was about having the 
ability to write, but now it 
is more about completing it 
and proving to myself that I 
can do this,” said Jolly. He 
wants to show himself, and 
others, that he has what it 
takes to stand out it in the 
world of writing. 

   Jolly’s book focuses on 
high school senior Jason 
Daley whose worst fear is 
living a boring life after 
graduation. Living a boring 
life soon gets crossed off Ja-
son’s list of problems when 
his parents are murdered 
and it’s up to him to figure 
out who, or what, wanted 
them dead. Through the 
experience of writing this 
book, Jolly has learned to 
think outside the box and to 
expand his creativity. 

BHS’s Aaron Jolly is aspiring author

Aspiring author Aaron Jolly. 

How to play: Use the clues to identify a BHS student or 
teacher. The key is on page 8.
1. This student played piano for her act at the coffee 
house event: ____________

2. This student’s parent is the new SRO, she is in the 8th 
grade, and she is on the basketball team: ____________

3. This teacher went to high school in Searcy, AR and has 
a Law degree: ____________

4. This student has a sibling that is a senior, his last name 
is often mistaken as “oyster,” and his is skilled in technol-
ogy much like his brother: ____________

5. This student recently transfered to Bay from Jones-
boro, assembled the art piece for the Veteran’s day assem-
bly, and is a senior:____________ 

6. This student carries around an instrument called a eu-
phonium. He is good at trivia and has an appreciation for 
old music:____________ 

7. This student is the junior high boy’s basketball man-
ger, he made a halfcourt shot at halftime when the boys 
played BIC, and he is often used as a free throw distrac-
tion:____________

8. This student sings her own version of “Happy Birth-
day” during advisory:____________

9. This student has five siblings, he can play guitar, his 
dad is a dentist, and he is very outgoing:____________

10. This teacher is allergic to metal: ____________

Who is Who?

What are you 
hoping to get for 
Christmas? Alex 
Holman, 7, “I want a 
Galactic Boy action 
figure from Planet 
Sheen.”

Does pineapple 
belong on pizza? 
Scotty Treadaway, 
12, “Only with Cana-
dian Bacon.”

What was your 
favorite homecom-
ing lunch game? 
Hannah Stanfill, 9, 
“The scavenger hunt. 
It was fun to see ev-
eryone run around.”
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Directions: Match these elementary pictures to the seniors 
who are spotlighted on page 5. The key is on page 8.
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   BHS took a trip down 
the Yellow Brick Road 
and spent a week in the 
land of Oz for the 2018 
homecoming season. The 
cheerleaders decorated the 
high school hallways with 
elaborate designs using de-
tails from The Wizard of Oz. 
Homecoming week kicked 
off with students dressing 
up for class competition 
points and making plans for 
banners, airshows, and can 
sculptures.
   The airshow competition 
is one of the most antici-
pated events of the year for 
many students. Over the 
years, props and costumes 

have found their way into 
the performances. This 
year, the freshmen won first 
place, 8th grade won second 
and 7th grade placed third 
in junior high. In the senior 
high division, the seniors 
took first, the juniors placed 
second and the sophomores 
placed third.
   The banner contest is 
a way the more artistic 
students can express them-
selves in the homecoming 
wars. This year’s junior 
high winners were 7th grade 
in first place, the freshmen 
in second and 8th grade 
third. In the senior high 
division, the seniors were 

awarded first, the juniors 
second and the sophomores 
placed third.
   This year a new com-
petition was added to the 
homecoming events. The 
sculpture competition was a 
way to encourage students 
to donate cans of food to a 
good cause while also earn-
ing their grade points per 
can and points for designing 
and creating a sculpture 
with the cans. The 8th grade 
built Emerald City, and the 
freshmen constructed a hat. 
The freshmen were chosen 
as the winner of the junior 
high division with 8th grade 
being awarded points for 

bringing the most cans, 28. 
The sophomores put togeth-
er The Wizard of Oz story, 
the juniors set out a single 
soup can, and the seniors 
assembled Dorothy’s ruby 
slipper. The seniors took 
first place in the sculpture 
contest and brought the 
most cans with 384. All 
together a total of 647 cans 
were collected to donate to 
local food pantries.
   When the overall points 
were totaled up for home-
coming week, the freshmen 
ended up on top in junior 
high and the seniors were 
the winner of senior high. 
Good job, everyone.

Lions, tigers, and yellowjackets, oh, my!
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The freshmen’s winning sculpture of a 
witches hat entitled “Wicked”.

The 7th grade’s winning banner “Follow the Yellow Brick Road to Victory”.

The senior class poses for a group picture after winning the Senior High airshow.

The seniors 1st place banner which was also chosen by the cheerleaders to be the 
homecoming backdrop.

Freshmen Jordan Vales and Christan Reed perform in the Junior High winning air 
show based on old movies. 

The seniors winning “can” sculpture 
“Dorothy’s Ruby Slipper”.

Freshmen Lily Blalock is crowned 
Junior High Homecoming Queen.

Junior Kyra Grove reacts to winning 
Senior High Homecoming Queen.



   Mrs. Karen Warren has 
been subbing at Bay High 
School since 2006. “Mrs. 
Karen is a staple at this 
school. She is a commu-
nity member that gives up 
her time for our kids and 
faculty. Subbing is just one 
of many things she does for 
this school. She helps out in 
so many ways and is a huge 
supporter of this school and 
all it tries to do,” expressed 

Principal Brad Brannen. 
Many faculty members of 
BHS speak very highly of 
Mrs. Karen.  
   On November 26 Mrs. 
Karen was awarded the 
Impact Award by the Em-
ployment Support Services 
through SubTeach. She 
received a $500 check and 
a crystal apple. Mrs. Kar-
en was very surprised to 
receive the award, saying, 

A sweet sub gets a sweet surprise 

Mrs. Karen holding her $500 dollar check awarded by the Employment Support 
Services.
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“I was just shocked because 
I felt like there were other 
people that deserved it more 
than I did. I was honored 
and thrilled. If it wasn’t for 
the kids and the teachers, 
this would have never hap-
pened. They’re really great 
to work with.” There were 
only three other recipients 
of the award out of thou-
sands of nominees. 
   Mrs. Karen was given the 

option to award an addition-
al $500 to a school district 
of her choice, and she chose 
Bay High School. “It is no 
surprise she chose us for the 
$500 award because she is 
a yellowjacket through and 
through,” stated Brannen.
Mrs. Karen makes a dif-
ference in the kids’ lives, 
and she was chosen by ESS 
because of her service for 
over twenty years.

Game
Keys

Snaggletoothed Sweethearts (page 6): 1; Kaylee Crain 2: 
Katie Williams; 3: Dax Gibson; 4: Lily Emerick; 5: Jordan 
Nichols; 6: Damion Moon 

Who is Who (page 6): 1: Addy Middleton; 2: Olivia Hick-
ey; 3: Mr. Watkins; 4: Andrew Oster; 5: Savannah Hutches-
on; 6: Jimmy Dye; 7: Reed Crocker; 8: Keyana Dodson; 9: 
Nathan Higgins; 10: Mrs. Vincent

Hint: Turn the page upside down to view the game keys! 

What is your 
favorite class to 
teach and why? 
Denishia Buchanan, 
“7th grade because 
they’re still young 
and not jaded by 
life.”

What was it like to 
decorate the halls? 
Tatianna Diaz, 12, “It 
was actually pretty 
fun. One girl almost 
cut her foot off, but 
she didn’t, so it’s 
fine.”

What was your 
favorite part of 
homecoming? 
Addison Staggs, 7, 
“I liked the airshows 
and the banners.”
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   At Bay High School, 
students have opportunities 
that many students at larger 
schools fail to experience. 
At large schools, there may 
be more classes to choose 
from or sports teams to play 
on, but they do not have the 
same tight-knit community 
that Bay has. The teachers 
and students of BHS have 
the privilege to know each 
other on a personal level 
due to the small school 
atmosphere. These rela-
tionships are beneficial to 
students’ desire to learn. It 
is much easier for a child to 
want to do well in a class 
when he or she knows the 
teacher genuinely cares 
about their future. 
   At Bay students aren’t 
just a face in the crowd; 
the teachers know each 
student’s name, and a few 
teachers have taught the 
parents or siblings of cur-
rent students. The personal 

connection between the 
parents and teachers also 
comes with benefits.  There 
have been several personal 
circumstances where the 
school and community have 
stepped up to help those in 
need. Recently when two 
BHS students’ house burned 
down, the school came 
together and raised around 
$2500 for their needs. 
However, it is not just the 
students that experience the 
benefits from the person-
al relationships. When 
Mr. Watkins had his liver 
transplant, several students 
took pictures to create a get-
well board, and the faculty 
donated money.
   At Bay, everyone cares 
about everyone, and that is 
something that will reso-
nate with each person who 
passes through. Small towns 
may be small, but they 
come with big benefits.

Small town, big benefits

Bay High School’s old building. Tight-knit since the 1930s.


