[image: image1.png]Tr-CouNTy SPECIAL EDUCATION INTERLOCAL NO. 607

220 East Chestnut — P. O. Box 668
Independence, Kansas 67301
(620) 331-6303  Fax (620) 331-7016





To: All Certified Staff

From: Tri-County Administration Team
Date: 8/24/15, updated 8/30/17, 7/8/20
Re: FAQ and Answers - Transportation on an IEP

1. 
How is transportation determined for an IEP?
Transportation on an IEP is considered a Related Service that is required in order for the student to benefit and/or access the special education services offered. This is a decision the IEP team makes. Tri-County’s rule of thumb has always been that the student is eligible for transportation as a related service if the student has a cognitive and/or physical impairment that IF the child lived across the street from the school, the child still couldn’t get to school on their own. 

From additional case law, schools must consider 1) age of student 2) distance traveled 3) nature of the area the child must pass 4) child’s access to private assistance in making the trip and 5) availability of other forms of public assistance in route, such as crossing guards. Safety is the primary concern. The disability does not have to relate to the ability to be transported. Denial of transportation could be determined a denial of FAPE – use the five factors to help make the determination.   

2. 
How is transportation documented on the IEP? 
IEP Backpack has a module “Accommodations, Modifications, Supplemental Aids, Supports, Transportation”. There is a pull-down box to link the module to a Present Level. The radio button “Transportation” should be pushed. The Description, Frequency, Location Duration, Start and end date should all be filled out.
Example:

Description:  Transportation to and from school.

Frequency: When school is in session, before and after school.

Location: home curb to school/school to home curb

Duration: For the duration of one school year 

Start Date: (date of IEP or when transportation will begin)

End date: (last day of IEP)

3. 
Does Transportation information have to be documented in the IEP for a student to receive special education transportation? 

Yes – it is a special education service, therefore it must be documented in the IEP. This should be considered annually at the IEP meeting. If it is determined at another time, an Amendment and Change of Placement is required. 

Contrasting, if transportation is indicated anywhere in the IEP, it must be provided. Please review the IEP carefully to be sure all services indicated are intended.

4. 
There are times a student would qualify for transportation but the parent states they will be providing the transportation. How is this documented? 

This will not be indicated within the IEP. It should be indicated within the Prior Written Notice that transportation services were discussed with such a description, but parent indicated they did not want the service. 
5. 
How does our district transportation department know that transportation was added to the IEP?

Each district has a different process which has been requested by the superintendent.


(see page 2)

	District
	Contact
	Notes

	Parsons
	ariley@vikingnet.net and cc lray@vikingnet.net 
	Once it has been added to IEP

	Cherryvale
	dleedy@usd447.org  and dschicke@usd447.org 
	Once it has been added to IEP

	Neodesha
	mheck@usd461.org and cc jerickson@usd461.org 
	Once it has been added to IEP

	Fredonia
	cgustin@fredoniaks.com and cc bsmith@fredoniaks.com 
	Once it has been added to IEP

	Caney
	msmith@caney.com and vargas@caney.com 
	Once it has been added to IEP

	Coffeyville
	Megan Robins (current process); Once transportation is added to the IEP, email or call Megan at mrobins@tricounty607.com  She communicates with Erica Freel at First Student so there is only 1 contact point. 

	Independence
	Email Rusty Arnold at rarnold@indyschools.com  before adding to the IEP; Share that you anticipate transportation will be added to the IEP. 
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