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Quick fact: People 
with LD have average 

or above average 
intelligence. 

What are learning disabilities?  
”Specific Learning disability” means a disorder in one or more of the basic 
psychological process involved in understand or using language, spoken 
or written, that may manifest itself in an imperfect ability to listen, think 
speak, read write, spell or do mathematical calculations, including 
perceptual disabilities, brain injury, minimal brain dysfunction, dyslexia, 
and developmental aphasia.  The term shall not include learning problems 
that are primarily the result of any of the following: Visual, hearing, or 
motor, disabilities; Intellectual Disability; Emotional disturbance; 
Environmental, cultural, or economic disadvantage Reference KS 
Eligibility Indicators 
 

Do children outgrow learning disabilities?  

Students do not “grow out” of them; rather, with appropriate guidance 
and instruction, they may learn ways to overcome the difficulties that 
learning disabilities present. For example, students who have difficulty 
learning to read during the early school years may be given powerful 
instruction geared to their needs and acquire fundamental reading skills, 
but most of them are likely to also require powerful instruction to learn 
more advanced decoding skills, foundational strategies for 
comprehending what they have read, advanced strategies for making 
inferences about text, and so forth. That is to say, there is no magic bullet 
that cures LD. Most students with LD require continuing help with how 
to adapt to learning situations. 

Still, many individuals with LD can learn how to do quite well in many 
occupations. There are popular accounts of great stories of individuals 
with learning disabilities who despite the odds have done quite well. Of 
course, though these stories are inspiring, they are just anecdotes. They 
represent the special cases in which individuals with marvelous talents 
have done quite well, just as have other individuals who did not have LD.  
Reference Division of Learning Disabilities   

 
Common Types of Learning Disabilities: 

The most common types of specific learning disabilities are those that 
impact the areas of reading, math and written expression. They may co-
occur with other disorders of attention, language and behavior, but are 
distinct in how they impact learning. 

o Dyslexia (specific disability in reading)  
o Dyscalculia (specific disability in math)  
o Dysgraphia (specific disability in writing)  

In addition, there are areas of information processing that are commonly 
linked to LD.  Reference The State of Learning Disabilities 

Quick quote: 
“Learning 

disabilities are not a 
prescription for 
failure. With the 

right kinds of 
instruction, 

guidance and 
support, there are 
no limits to what 

individuals with LD 
can achieve.” Sheldon H. 
Horowitz, Ed.D., Director of LD 
Resources National Center for 

Learning Disabilities 

How can my child continue 
to progress in school with a 
learning disability? Schools 
have many resources, starting 
with tiered interventions 
(MTSS, Tier 1, 2, 3) and 
continuous professional 
development for teachers. 
Teachers progress monitor to 
find out students areas of need 
and attach supports to help 
based on student need. 

https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/misc/iep/EligibilityIndicators.pdf
https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/misc/iep/EligibilityIndicators.pdf
https://www.teachingld.org/pages/basics
https://www.ncld.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/2014-State-of-LD.pdf


Special Education and Learning Disabilities  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How is special education eligibility in the area of 
Learning Disability determined by the school?  

Students must meet two prongs to be eligible: 

Prong 1: Does the child exhibit an exceptionality in LD?  

Tri-County uses the research-based model of Patterns of 
Strengths and Weaknesses to determine an exceptionality 
in LD. This information comes from individual 
achievement and intellectual assessments. When applied, 
it can be determined whether the cognitive weaknesses are 
related to academic weaknesses which will identify a 
specific learning disability. 

 

                    

Prong 2: Does the child NEED special education (specially 
designed instruction) and related services?  

This information comes from detailed information from the 
general education and Tier teachers. Required information 
to make this decision is progress monitoring data based on 
the specific concern the teacher has indicating the intense 
and sustained resources needed. Despite implementation of 
intensive interventions, which include purposeful 
instructional design and delivery, prioritized content, 
protected time and grouping, and performance monitoring, 
the child does not make specific progress to meet 
standards in one or more areas. Reference KS Eligibility 
Indicator’s Pg 22 

Average 
Cognitive 
Abliities 

and 
Academic 

Skills *

Cognitive 
Strengths *

Cognitive 
Weaknesses*

Academic 
Weaknesses*

 Assessed Learning Areas 
1. Oral Expression 
2. Listening 
Comprehension 
3. Written Expression 
4. Basic Reading Skills 
5. Reading Fluency 
6. Reading 
Comprehension 
7. Math Calculation 
8. Math Problem Solving 
 

Assessed Cognitive Areas: 
1. Auditory Processing 
2. Long Term Retrieval 
3. Fluid Reasoning 
4. Processing Speed 
5. Short Term Memory 
6. Visual Spatial 
Processing 
7. Crystalized Knowledge 
 

 

*based on Standard Scores 

What happens if my child is referred for 
special education? 

First, the parent must consent to an evaluation. 
Then, special education professionals, will 
conduct assessments, typically intellectual and 
achievement in a 1 on 1 setting. This data, 
including a record reviews, and possibly other, 
will be pulled together to determine eligibility. 
A meeting will be held to share the results with 
the team, which always includes the parents.  

 

 
What happens if my child is eligible for 
special education?  

First, the parent must consent to special 
education services. Then, the team will review 
an Individual Education Plan (IEP) that is 
specific to the areas of need to help support the 
student. The student will then receive those 
services indicated in the IEP, at no cost to the 
family, during the school day. In addition, 
accommodations and modifications can be 
added to help support the student. 

Where will my child receive the special 
education services?  

The team will look at the setting options 
available in the school and the needs of the 
student. Remember, the student was eligible 
and required specially designed instruction. The 
team must determine how to provide specially 
designed instruction in the least restrictive 
environment. The setting options are always 
the last step in the process. Typical options 
may include, partial pull-out of the general 
education classroom, support in the general 
education classroom, or a combination of these.  

How are students referred to special 
education?  

Typically, the teacher has concerns and takes 
these concerns to the Student Improvement 
Team. The teacher begins the process of 
intervention and data collection. This is the 
data that helps determine Prong 2 of 
eligibility. Without this information, 
eligibility cannot be determined.  

There are exclusionary factors where a student 
can’t be determined eligible.  

https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/misc/iep/EligibilityIndicators.pdf
https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/SES/misc/iep/EligibilityIndicators.pdf

