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Right before Christmas break an updated 
Covid safety protocol from GCR2 was sent 
out.  These guidelines are still ever changing, 
so please be sure when announcements or 
messages are sent out that you stay 
up-to-date.  Also please be aware, that covid 
guidelines for all GCR2 schools are made by 
our governing body, which is our school 
board.  With that said, GCR2 guidelines could 
vary and be different from what the health 
department or CDC recommends.  We try to 
follow closely with what the Gasconade 
County Health Department recommends, but 
there may be a few differences based on best 
practices to try and keep our students and 
staff healthy and keep our school doors open.

For now, students who test positive or who 
have symptoms of Covid should not attend 
school.  Parents need to call the school office 
to verify the absence or send in a doctor’s 
note or positive test result.  If a parent calls in, 
the absence is considered a verified 

absence, which means, it’s considered 
excused, but it will count toward the total 
number of absences.  If a positive test result 
note or doctor’s excuse is sent in, the 
absence is coded under Covid and the 
number does not count in the total number 
of absences.  For elementary, the total 
number of absences isn’t as relevant as it is 
at the middle and high school levels, as long 
as, we either have a note or a phone call.  If 
we have no contact, the absence is 
unexcused and that is concerning – at all 
schools. 

For now, a student who tests positive may 
return to school after 10 days from the first 
day of symptoms. **this differs from our 
health department who recommends 5 
days**

Students who are “exposed” by either a 
positive case in the home or another 
student, that is not experiencing any 

symptoms or has not tested positive 
themselves, does not have to quarantine 
anymore.  However, as the parent, if you 
choose to keep your child home based on 
previous guidelines, and to be cautious,  that 
is fine, we just ask that you call the office 
when or if your child will be out of school.

We ask that you continue to screen your child 
for symptoms before sending them to school.   
Do NOT send them to school if they’re 
experiencing at least two of the following 
symptoms: fever or chills, cough, shortness of 
breath, fatigue, muscle or body aches, loss of 
taste or smell, sore throat, vomiting or 
diarrhea or a temperature 100.4 or greater.  
Those who come to school exhibiting 
symptoms without other explanations will be 
sent home. Students with a fever, cannot 
return until they have been fever free 24 
hours without the help of medication.  

But again – all is ever-changing so stay tuned.

F   r Your Little Valentines
OES Choir will again be having their annual Valentine’s fundraiser.
Order forms will be sent home (or you can stop by the office and fill 
one out).  They will be offering your choice of carnations, roses, 
balloons, candy or any combination of the three. Orders and money 
are due back no later than Wednesday, Jan. 19th!!

Items will be delivered to OES students on Friday, February 11th.
**If you place an order and your student is not at school on the day of 
delivery, please be sure you call and make arrangements to come pick 
up their order.**

Teachers will each send home information regarding their classroom 
parties and what is needed and when it needs to be brought in.
If you have any type of Valentine’s gifts sent to school from a local 
business, we do request that you tell them not to send glass items, 
especially for students riding a bus home and to have any food 
gifts in some type of enclosed package or container.

Each quarter our local Loyal Order of Moose organization 
graciously donates a monetary reward to a student from each 
grade level class as nominated by their teacher.                                          
The awards for 2nd quarter go to:

Jaxin Finn    Alden Negretti               Violet Basham                                  
Trace Nolting    Kynlee Heidbrink         Cali Burrows                          
Clara Coppedge       Devyn Elmore             Tucker Henderson     
Chloe Bates         Isaak Barch                 Annabelle Pendleton 
Daven Dietrich     Parker Altemeyer       Sophia Beard  
Leah Roberson     Easton Shaw            Kendra Miller
Lilyana Rossi     Lukas Wehmeyer        Seth Mitcham
Lilly Limberg     Bella Bingaman            Barrett Claspill
Chase Tracy

In the event of a weather related cancellation, an automated call will go out.  You can also find info regarding  school 
closings on any GCR2 school districts social media accounts or the following TV and radio stations:  Radio -- 101.7 and 
102.1 and TV channels --  St. Louis - Fox 2, KMOV 4, KSDK 5 and KDNL 30 and Jefferson City - KRCG 13.  
Announcements will first be made by the District office via automated phone call and text messages.  In the event, of an 
early dismissal,  it would be greatly appreciated if everyone would wait for the info to be announced before calling to 
ask if we are dismissing early.  Staff finds out once the calls are sent to parents.  If you think there may be a possibility, 
then just let us know by note or call in the am what your child should do “in the event” that we release early.  Sometimes, 
there is not much time from announcement to release and if everyone is calling to change transportation it gets 
extremely hectic as you can imagine. Also, if we release early, parents picking up students MUST use parent pick up. No 
office pick ups will be allowed unless it’s an emergency in order for us to make sure we can answer phones and get all 
students where they need to be in an orderly fashion.
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Just a reminder that school STARTS at 8:30am, so students need to 
be here and in their classrooms ready to start class at 8:30 or they are 
considered tardy. The morning drop off doors in back will lock at 
8:25am.  This year, we have had a large increase in tardy students. 
Students who are just arriving in back at 8:30 are late, so if the back is 
locked, you will need to pull around front and bring your student in and 
sign them in at the office.  It is very important to try and get your  
student to school on time so they don’t miss morning work that is 
started at the beginning of class and as not to cause disruption with 
the class when they arrive late.
We also need parents to remember to call the office in the mornings 
when or if your student is absent. It’s ok to message the teacher, but 
they do not always have time to pass that info on to the office. If no 
one has called or if we do not receive a call back to verify, the 
absence is left unexcused and excessive unexcused absences may 
result in parent contact by our family school liaisons.

January 2022

Schedule of Events

●1/5 - 1st day back for 
students after break

●1/5 - OES choir Valentine’s 
order forms sent home this 
week

●1/10 - Spring Choir begins
●1/17 - No School/Martin 

Luther King Jr Day
●1/31 - OHS HOCO Spirit 

Week begins

Dates to Remember

  Hollywood  hoco

●1/31 through 2/4 -  OHS 
HoCo Spirit Week

●2/7-2/11 – OES Dance camp 
(detailed info to come)

●2/11 – Classroom 
Valentine’s parties

●2/14-2/17 - 4th/5th grade 
volleyball tryouts 6-8 OES

●2/18 - No School/Teacher PD 
day

●2/21 - No School
●2/28 – Read Across America 

spirit week begins

WANTED: WATER

Tardies & Absences

Water Bottles.  Bottles of Water.  Or cups.
Please remind students to bring in water bottles to leave at school or 
that they remember to take back and forth each day.

Any donations of bottles of water or plastic cups                                            
would be greatly appreciated.  We had one parent                                                
who graciously donated enough plastic cups for all                                       
classes to have some in their classroom and they got                                                                                                        
us through until break.  

Please and thank you.

Mon. 1/31 – “Rock the Red Carpet” – dress like a rockstar or wear 
a shirt from your favorite band

Tue. 2/1 – “Night at the Movies” - dress like your favorite movie, 
tv, or cartoon character or celebrity

Wed. 2/2 - “Old Hollywood” – ‘100th’ day of school – dress like  
you’re 100 years old

Thur. 02/3 - “Worst Dressed List” - ‘Hex Day’ – wear blue                                    
to  Hex the Hermann Bearcats

Fri. 2/4 - “Leading Role” - wear orange & black and
Show your Dutchmen Pride!

 Volleyball Tryouts
Youth volleyball tryouts for 3rd through 6th grade girls are 
Monday (Feb. 14th) through Thursday (Feb. 17th) at OES 
from 6pm to 8pm.  **There will not be 3rd grade teams, but 
they are allowing 3rd graders to try out to fill spots on the 4th 
grade teams**  Forms with all of the details are available now 
and should be turned in on the first night of tryouts (not to 
the office).  If you have more questions please contact Kari 
Nolting (knolting@dutchmen.us)  
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Dates for PreK and Kindergarten 
screening will be released soon!!  
Please be sure to keep an eye out 
for dates if you have an incoming 
PreK or Kindergarten student for 
the 2022-23 school year.
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