
INTRODUCTION 
 

Beginning with the Class of 2002, Owensville High School has been a designated A+ School by 
the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. As an A+ School, the 
Gasconade County School District is committed to the task of guiding students in a rigorous 
program of academic and technical education that will prepare them for the workplace, post-
secondary vocational/technical training or college.  
 
The three major goals of the A+ School Program are that: 

• All students will graduate 
• All students will complete a course of study that is challenging and for which there are 

indentified learner expectations 
• All students will proceed from high school to a college or post-secondary vocational or 

technical school or a high wage job 
 
This manual has been developed to provide the guidelines and policies that will be applied to all 
A+ students at the Gasconade County R-2 School District. It is the responsibility of the students 
and parents to read, understand and comply with the program requirements for eligibility. 
 

A+ STUDENT ELIGIBILITY 
 

In order to be eligible for the A+ Program at OHS students must meet the following 
requirements: 
 

• Enter into a written agreement with the high school prior to graduation 
• Attend a designated A+ school for three consecutive years prior to graduation 
• Graduate with an overall GPA of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0 scale 
• Beginning with the high school senior class of 2015, have achieved a score of proficient or 

advanced on the official Algebra I end of course exam, or have an ACT score based on this 
scale set by the state; ACT math sub score of 17 or greater with a GPA of 2.5 or greater, ACT 
math sub score of 16 with a GPA of 2.8 or greater, or ACT math sub score of 15 with a GPA 
of 3.0 or greater 

• Have an overall attendance rate of 95% or higher for grades 9 – 12 
• Perform 50 hours of unpaid, district supervised  tutoring/mentoring 
• Maintain a record of good citizenship and avoid the unlawful use of drugs and alcohol 
• Make a good faith effort to secure Federal Aid by completing the Free Application for 

Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
• Register with the Selective Service if required to do so 

 
On-going eligibility: 
 

• Attend a public community college or vocational/technical school on a full time basis 
• Maintain a cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher 
• Make a good faith effort to secure Federal Aid by completing the FAFSA each year 

 
*Funding and rule changes to the A+ program are under the governance of the Missouri State 
Legislature and the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. Reimbursement is not 
the funding responsibility of the Gasconade County R-2 School District. 



 
A+ STUDENT AGREEMENT 

 
The first step in participating in the A+ Program is for the student to fill out and submit the 
Student Agreement. This is signed by both student and parents. This form is available in this 
booklet or in the A+ Office. Once this form is completed and returned to the A+ Office, the 
student will become an active member of the A+ Program. 
 

THREE YEARS OF ATTENDANCE 
 

Students must attend a designated high school for three consecutive years immediately prior to 
graduation. If a student transfers into OHS after the start of their sophomore year, they will 
only be eligible if they transferred from an A+ School or enrolled no later than the 20th day of 
the fall term of their sophomore year. 
 

GRADE POINT AVERAGE 
 

A+ student must graduate with a cumulative grade point average of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0 scale. 
The grade point average is figured at the end of each semester and is cumulative for all four 
years of high school. For A+ purposes, GPA cannot be weighted for Honors courses and the GPA 
will not be rounded up (ex: 2.490 is NOT a 2.500). The student’s official transcript will serve as 
evidence of the GPA for admission into a Missouri public community college or vocational-
technical school. 
 

ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENT 
 

Students enrolled in the A+ Program at OHS must have a cumulative attendance rate of 95% or 
higher for grades 9 – 12. The cumulative attendance information will come from the official 
attendance record kept by Gasconade County R-2 Schools and include any transfer attendance 
records if needed. The attendance record will be kept for a 4 year period beginning with the 
freshman year. The attendance percentage can NOT be rounded. ALL absences are 
documented in the attendance record and counted against the students A+ attendance. If a 
student has exceeded the maximum number of minutes missed, students will be notified that 
he/she is no longer eligible for the A+ Program. After receiving this information, the parent will 
have an opportunity to file an attendance appeal with the A+ Coordinator if an attendance 
problem has occurred. Extenuating circumstances such as serious health problems or accident-
related injuries may cause long term and/or chronic absences. In such cases, students/parents 
may provide the A+ Coordinator with medical documentation, which will be considered in 
reviewing a waiver of absences due to extenuating circumstances. Appropriate medical 
documentation is a letter from the physician who is treating or has treated the student for the 
serious health problem or accident-related injury that has caused the absences. The letter 
should include a reference to the medical situation causing the absence and the condition(s) 
preventing the student from attending school. Attendance waivers will be reviewed by an A+ 
Committee consisting of the A+ Coordinator, High School Principal, High School Guidance 
Counselor, A+ Advisory Committee member (not a school staff member), volunteer high school 
staff member and a staff member selected by the student. This committee will review the 
student’s full attendance history. After the committee reaches a decision the parents will be 
notified by the A+ Coordinator. 
 



 
 

TUTORING / MENTORING REQUIREMENTS 
 

The law requires A+ students to perform 50 hours of unpaid tutoring/mentoring with students. 
These hours must be documented before an A+ student graduates from OHS. In order to begin 
a tutoring/mentoring activity, the A+ student must meet the following guidelines: 

• Have signed A+ Student Agreement on file 
• Have a signed Tutoring Agreement on file  
• Maintain a record of good citizenship 
• Be in good standing with attendance and 2.0 GPA  

All tutoring/mentoring must be associated with the Gasconade County R-2 School District and 
must be supervised by a certified teacher. (Certified teacher cannot be a parent or legal 
guardian) An official log sheet must be filled out by the student and signed by the cooperating 
teacher in charge of the tutoring/mentoring activity. The log sheet must be submitted to the A+ 
Office at the end of the semester. Hours can be achieved by: 

• Summer School (if in session) 
• Tutoring before school, after school or during Dutch time 
• Cadet Teaching during their Junior or Senior year. Students may enroll for a semester 

credit course in which they can accrue their tutoring hours. Additional assignments are 
required for this graded ½ credit course during the regular school year. Transportation 
will not be provided to OES or OMS. 

 
CITIZENSHIP REQUIREMENT 

 
Participation in the A+ Schools Program is voluntary. Students who participate in the A+ Schools 
Program must be a citizen or a permanent resident of the United States.  Students pursing the 
A+ incentive must maintain a record of “good citizenship” and avoid the unlawful use of 
drugs/alcohol and adhere to all guidelines as stated in the A+ Citizenship Policy. 
 
Certification of good citizenship will be based upon the official discipline record maintained in 
the High School office and convictions that are verifiable and/or matter of public record. 
 
The following offenses will result in Immediate Removal from the A+ Schools Program 

• Possession, use, sale, or transfer of alcohol and drugs  
• Possession of drug paraphernalia 
• Convicted of a felony that is verifiable and is a matter of public record or criminal 

activity as defined by the Safe Schools Act.  
• False fire alarm/bomb threats and misuse of emergency equipment  
• Vandalism of school property 
• Theft at school or school activity 
• Serious sexual misbehavior/ harassment 
• Expulsion from school 

 
  
 
 
 



 
Process of Appeal (Attendance/Citizenship) 
A+ Student has the right to appeal when he/she become ineligible for the A+ financial incentive.  
The only eligible appeals are for attendance and citizenship.  Appeals for Safe School 
violations, GPA and tutoring hours will not be considered.  In cases of appeal, the 
student/parent must notify the A+ Coordinator in writing of his/her intent to appeal within 10 
days of their notification of their dismissal from the program.  Upon receiving a written appeal, 
the A+ Coordinator will convene the A+ Appeals Committee.  The committee will consist of the 
A+ Coordinator, High School Principal, a Guidance Counselor, and an A+ Advisory committee 
member.  
 
After the Appeals Committee reaches a decision, the A+ Coordinator will notify the 
student/parents in writing of their decision. 
 
The decision of the A+ Citizenship Review Committee will be final. 
 

 
SELECTIVE SERVICE REGISTRATION 

 
Participants, who are required by the laws of the United States to register with the selective 
service system, must register or forfeit their eligibility for the A+ Tuition Benefits. 
 

 
FAFSA – Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

 
Parents must make a good faith effort to secure all available post-secondary student financial 
assistance funds that do not require payment. The procedures for this are as follows: 

• Parents must complete and submit the FAFSA form. Additional information is available 
at http://www.fafsa.ed.gov  (this is a FREE service) 

• Students are encouraged to apply as early as possible, but no later than April 1st.  
• Parents will receive a Student Aid Report (SAR) upon completion of the FAFSA. The 

student should keep this report to verify that a FAFSA was filed. 
• Failure to complete the FAFSA will result in the A+ funding to be withheld. 

 
 

PROCEDURE FOR REPORTING OF ELIGIBLE A+ STUDENTS 
 
As soon as all senior data is recorded a list of eligible seniors is generated. Transcripts will be 
documented with the A+ Stamp showing eligibility of A+ benefits. Students must make sure 
their name and Social Security # are accurate in our system. 
 

RECOGNITION FOR A+ STUDENTS 
 

A list of eligible A+ students will be submitted to the local newspaper to be placed into the 
senior insert. A+ eligible students will be recognized at the annual Awards Ceremony held prior 
to graduation and receive their A+ medal and certificate. 
 

 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


 
USING A+ INCENTIVE FUNDS 

 
Once the A+ Office certifies the student, the graduated student will be eligible to receive A+ 
Funds. The following guidelines will apply to the use of these funds: 

• A+ eligible students may receive financial incentives for up to a maximum of six (6) 
academic terms, within four (4) years from high school graduation date. 

• A+ eligible students must enroll in a minimum of 12 credit hours in fall and spring 
semesters and 6 in summer session in a Missouri Community College or Vocational or 
Technical School. 

• The A+ program covers maintenance fees. Certain items such as lab fees, supplemental 
textbooks, and supply items will not be covered. Students will be responsible for these 
costs. 

• A+ students are under no obligation to use the A+ financial benefits. 
• Receipt of private scholarships will not affect an A+ participant’s eligibility for benefits. 

 
 
 
 

GASCONADE COUNTY R-2 SCHOOL DISTRICT 
PO Box 536, 3336 Highway 19 North, Owensville, MO 65066 
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