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Dear GCR-II Parents and/or Guardians, 
 
 
Senate Bill 638 (2016) required the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) 

to create a website about the trauma‐informed schools initiative that includes information for 

schools and parents regarding the trauma‐informed approach and a guide for schools on how to 
become trauma‐informed schools.  
 
To see the website, please go to: https://dese.mo.gov/traumainformed   
 

The implementation of a trauma‐informed approach is an ongoing organizational change process. 
A “trauma‐informed approach” is not a program model that can be implemented and then simply 
monitored by a fidelity checklist. Rather, it is a profound paradigm shift in knowledge, perspective, 
attitudes and skills that continues to deepen and unfold over time. Some leaders in the field are 
beginning to talk about a “continuum” of implementation, where organizations move through 
stages. The continuum begins with becoming trauma aware and moves to trauma sensitive to 
responsive to being fully trauma informed. 
 
Purpose: To ensure that agencies do no harm; to assess the implementation of basic principle of 

trauma‐informed approaches in various organizational settings; to develop a common language 
and framework for discussion; and to help increase the effectiveness of services, wherever and 
whatever they are, by increasing awareness of trauma. 
 
Application: To a very wide range of settings, including but not limited to behavioral health 
services. 
 
Use: Not for formal evaluation or certification, but for informational purposes to help anyone who 
is interested (clients, advocates, other agencies, etc.) determine whether a particular agency or 
setting is meeting basic criteria for integration of trauma principles to help agencies identify where 
they are on the continuum and where they want to be. Organizations can choose the appropriate 
place on the continuum based on their needs and setting. 
 
Staff members will be trained on how to identify students who might be currently experiencing 
some form of trauma or may have a history of trauma, which can be described as a deeply 
distressing or disturbing experience. Our desire is to support our students in the best manner 
possible and this training will help do that. 
 
Thank you, 
Gasconade County R-II School District 
 

Cindy Hawkins, Principal 
OWENSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL   573.437.2174 

Teresa Schulte, Principal 
OWENSVILLE MIDDLE SCHOOL   573.437.2172 

Kent Sherrow, Principal 
OWENSVILLE ELEMENTARY    573.437.2171 

Jennifer Hall, Principal 
GERALD ELEMENTARY    573.764.3321 
Robi Pennock, Special Services Director 
573.437.5171 
Dale Long, Activities Director & 
A+ Coordinator         573.437.2174 
 


