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PAWS Academy provides a unique opportunity for high school students in the Madill 
Public Schools to have a challenging educational experience in a supportive online 
environment. Students have access to classes across the curriculum any time, any 
place. PAWS Academy offers core classes and interesting electives. Courses are 
interactive and supported as students communicate with highly qualified teachers. 
Each student is monitored by a certified teacher who is committed to quality and high 
standards. 

 

Although online education is an educational option, it may not be the best option for 
all students. It is critical to make a determination if full-time online enrollment will be 
an appropriate educational placement. Admission to the Online Learning Program is 
at the discretion of the Director of High School Operations, Principal, and Counselor. 
To be successful, a student must demonstrate: 

● Independence 
● Self-motivation 
● Ability to have home support 
● Effective study skills in the past 

 
Academic Integrity 
PAWS students participating in the Online Learning are held to high academic 
standards. PAWS students are expected to always conduct themselves with the 
highest academic integrity. Students caught cheating will receive a zero for their work 
and may lose their virtual privilege for a time designated by their teacher. 
Attendance 
Due to the flexibility of the Online Learning, attendance will work differently than a 
traditional class. To have the proper amount of activity in the class, a student must 
log into each course several times per week on different days. Although each course 
is different, a student is expected to spend the appropriate amount of time in the 
course to stay on pace with the course per district policies. Attendance is measured 
by blended class times, submission of assignments, and communication with the 
teacher. The student will receive a pacing guide in order to fulfill the amount of 
completed work to fulfill daily attendance. 

 
If a student logs in and completes work, he or she will be considered present for the 
day. If no work is completed, the teacher will monitor and note if there is no 
educational activity on a particular day. Students must work five (5) of seven (7) days 
of each week. Therefore, if at the end of the week, there are three (3) or more “no 
activity” days, this “no activity” will be changed to an “unexcused absence” (U). The 
instructor will make contact with the student. 
The school sends weekly attendance information letters by mail when a student 
approaches exceeding the 8 day attendance/class failure rule. As with students of 
any type, all students who exceed the 8 day attendance rule may choose to have an 
appearance before the attendance committee. The committee may restore the 
failed class to a passing grade. 

 
MISSION 

To provide student- 
centered learning. 

 

VISION 

To provide online 

education 

opportunities to 

students who are more 

likely to succeed in 

that learning 

environment. 

 

PURPOSE 

To provide for 

students who need to 

approach school 

differently due to 

varying circumstances 

an opportunity to 

thrive in their 

educational pursuits. 

 

FRAMEWORK 

PAWS’ blended online 

learning framework 

offers increased 

flexibility to meet 

individual needs and 

provides students with 

opportunities to 

succeed in an 

unconventional setting. 

 

BENEFITS 

Students will benefit 

by more personalized 

instructional 

opportunities while 

still being a part of a 

school community 

with the opportunity to 

participate in school 

activities. 

 

GOAL 

To provide educational 

options that best serve 

students. 



APS 2019-2020 

The weekly attendance report will be recorded into the SDE Wave attendance portal. Since 
this report is based upon both daily engagement with the online tool or teacher PLUS the 
successful completion of work, it will satisfy OSSAA weekly eligibility check measures. 

 
As with all types of students, any student who consecutively misses 10 days of school will be 
dropped from the registered student roll for Madill High School as set forth in compulsory 
attendance laws. 
Communication 
As an Online Learning student, communication between the teacher, student, and parent is 
crucial. 

● Students are expected to check daily for messages and announcements from the 
instructor or the school. Instructors will be checking with each student regularly to 
monitor progress and answer questions. Students are to respond to all emails 
and/or phone calls from their instructor when requested. 

● Students will have weekly communication with their teacher. Teachers will schedule 
a mandatory check-in day for all students each week. Each course is unique; 
therefore, face-to-face time is scheduled differently for each student. 

● Instructors can be contacted through email and phone calls. Students can expect a 
reply from the teacher within 24 school hours. Instructors will be available on 
campus during regular school hours. 

● Parent communication with the instructor and student is a central part of the 
success of the course. Instructors will be in contact with parents on a regular basis. 
Parents are expected to monitor their child’s progress and communicate with the 
instructor if problems develop. 

● Pacing work in the course is vital to success. The instructor will provide the students 
a pacing chart that will guide progress through the course. Assignments need to be 
completed in order and must meet deadlines assigned by the instructor. Eligibility 
rules will apply. 

● A parent/guardian must sign the attached “Parent Acknowledgement” form, 
acknowledging the Online Learning guidelines. 

 
If a student has been directed to attend class and does not show, he/she will be counted as 
truant to the class. Students who miss their check-in day will be counted absent every day 
until their check-in day has been completed. If a student reaches their 4th truancy or 10 days 
of attendance, then the student will lose their virtual privilege and will be required to attend 
class every day for the remainder of the semester. 

 
Students who fall below a 70% in the course or that get behind on the pacing chart will be 
required to attend class daily and will lose their online privilege. Once students raise their 
grade above 70% and are on pace with the scheduled due dates, their online privilege will 
be reinstated. If a student fails a 1st semester online class, then he/she will be required to 
attend class every day for the first six weeks of the 2nd semester. If after six weeks, the 
student is maintaining a “C” or above, this student’s online privileges will be reinstated. 

 
ONLINE LEARNING FAQ: 

*What are the State requirements for a school providing virtual education? Answer: 

All requirements are the same as are required of brick and mortar schools, except attendance 
rules. 

*Is a virtual student eligible to compete in extracurricular activities? 
Answer: Yes. The school has established acceptable attendance monitoring that is equivalent to the 
OSSAA 90% attendance rule for eligibility determination. 

*Are schools required to provide computers or connectivity to students at their home? 
Answer: No, not if the school offers supplemental or virtual/online education as a student choice. The 
Madill Public library does offer internet service during its regular service hours. 

BLENDED OPTION 
Students construct their 
yearly schedule with a 

combination of face-to- 
face courses while also 

choosing online 
coursework. 

FLEXIBLE OPTION 
Includes mobile privilege 

A student created 
schedule that requires 
movement between 

different campuses and 
businesses and can 

incorporate online college 
credit, career tech center 
courses, internship, work 
study, as well as online 
courses that includes 
concurrent students. 

FLEX requires the student 
to be off MHS campus at 
times during the day, and 
requires a mobile release 

form. Concurrent class 
students must have a 

physical contact with the 
Counselor weekly. 

VIRTUAL OPTION 
A student receives online 

coursework outside of 
school when all other 

options are exhausted. 
Students should have an 
ACT score of 19 to prove 
educational competency 

in key subject areas. 
Students may be enrolled 
for online coursework for 
disciplinary reasons by the 
administration. Students 
must have demonstrated 

past academic success. 
(Reference paragraph 2, 

page 1.) 




