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Dear Parents/Guardians,  

As the Spring time quickly approaches, teachers are working extra hard to prepare their students for the 

upcoming STAAR and EOC assessments. Here are a few things we want to make you aware of:  

• First, TEA has given guidance on how we are to handle any student who is still receiving remote 

instruction. The guidance document states, “To ensure equity for all students, a student must be 

present at a monitored testing session and must be supervised by a trained test administrator.” 

Simply put, if a remote student does not attend school on the day a paper version of a STAAR or 

EOC test is being administered, they will be counted as “absent” from each test they miss. TEA 

further states that, “most administrations for the 2020–2021 school year have been extended to 

give districts more flexibility in scheduling assessments and more opportunity to test all eligible 

students.” Based on his statement, if a student is able to attend school during a specific testing 

window, they may still be able to take the appropriate STAAR or EOC, however the only choice 

of testing format will be online. The last day Holliday ISD will offer an assessment opportunity 

will be May 20th.  

 

• Secondly, TEA has stated that the results of this year’s state assessments will not be used to 

assign an accountability rating for the district’s performance; instead, the results will only be 

considered for diagnostic purposes and to provide valuable data to teachers for future planning. 

Furthermore, the state has waived the SSI (Student Success Initiative) requirement that students at 

the 5th and 8th grade level must pass the reading and math assessments in order to advance to the 

next grade level. Conversely, there was no waiver extended for passing all required EOCs at 

the high school level. All high school students are still required to pass the End of Course 

assessments prior to graduation; thus, waiving that requirement for this year lessened their 

opportunities to pass the assessments. Keeping this in mind, TEA felt it in the best interest of the 

students to not waive this year’s efforts because it would give them fewer chances in the long run, 

if needed.  

 

• The third reason for this letter is to inform you that Holliday ISD has chosen to move to the 

online format of testing during the May 2021 administration for 7th grade Reading STAAR, 8th 

grade Social Studies STAAR, and for High School Biology and U.S. History EOC.  
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The Texas Education Agency has given us notice that in the school year of 2022-23, ALL STAAR/EOC 

assessments will be online only; there will no longer be a choice between paper or online. Therefore, our 

district has chosen to begin fading in the transition to online testing to help it go as smoothly as possible 

for both the students and the teachers.  

Of the students and teachers we have polled concerning this transition, all have responded favorably due 

to the fact that we are already so technology driven. The consensus was that if we begin small and plan 

for the upcoming changes, we will see a much more favorable response. 

We appreciate your support and your patience as we take on this endeavor.   

As always, please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any questions or concerns.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kim Booher 

Director of Student Services and Special Programs 

Holliday ISD 

 

 

 

 

 


