
Holliday ISD Return to School Plan Questions 

 

1.  How will band work for students that are doing virtual learning? 

This is an area that is still being discussed.  There are many issues to work through such 

as how do students have access to instruments if they choose remote learning.  There 

will be virtual music lessons, but students will have to come to campus to be involved in 

the marching band.  We will continue to update this as we work through the logistics. 

2. You mention that grading will be the same for in person or online. How do you account for the fact 

that during any tests virtual learners WILL have 1. Access to all related course materials 2. In 

many instances they will have the help of someone else.  

 

This question came up several times.  First, if we are able to do the synchronous 

learning model as we hope to, all tests will be taken in the same window as students 

who are actually in the classroom.  Students who choose remote learning will not have 

overnight to take the exam and will be on the monitor for the duration of the exam.  

The teacher will be able to see the student as they take the exam and will do their best 

to watch for anything outside of the norm.  The student will be required to submit their 

exam back to the teacher at the completion of the testing window.  If we are forced to 

go to the asynchronous model, we will look at different options, such as test format and 

a limited amount of time from when the exam becomes available to the student to 

when it must be submitted.  

 
3.  How will meet the teacher work? 

We are currently looking at options for this as well.  We are planning on still doing a 

meet the teacher night, but it will look different than in the past.  We are looking at 

Thursday, August 13th as a possible date for this event and it will likely be an all-day 

event with scheduled times to keep the number of people at the campus more 

manageable.   

4. If I choose to enroll my child in an online homeschool curriculum can they still transition back into 

the class after the six weeks or semester? 

If the student is enrolled in an online homeschool curriculum, they would not be 
considered a student at Holliday ISD and would have to be withdrawn from the district.  
As long as the student lives in our district, you can choose to enroll back at our campus 
at any time. If you are a transfer, you would not be able to re-enroll as we are not 
accepting transfers at the time.  If the remote learning is not done through HISD, then 
we cannot assure you that the homeschool material will align with our curriculum. If you 
choose to come back to enroll with us, your student could be behind or ahead 
depending on the pace and rigor of the homeschool program.  The student would not be 
able to participate in extracurricular activities if they are not a Holliday ISD student. 
 



5.  Can my child do online schooling for the first 6 weeks and then return to school after that?  
 

Yes, we are asking that you make a decision of what you want for your student to start 
school.  At the end of the first six weeks, you may switch your decision.  You may only 
switch at the end of a six-week grading period for the duration of the 20-21 school year. 
The student should notify the school one week before the end of the first six weeks 
(September 18th) 
  
 

My husband and I still have to work some during the day. The plan says that online students have 

to log on at certain times of the day. My daughter will be in first grade, and I can’t guarantee that 

she will be able to log on at certain times every day. What does this mean for her?  

 

If the student is in grade 3-12, we will be asking that they log on at certain times during 

the day.  We will be doing this to guarantee the best instruction that we can deliver 

without asking our teachers to make certain exceptions for multiple students as this 

would be impossible to do.  This is contingent on our technology being able to handle 

the synchronous learning throughout the day. 
 

Are students under the age of 10 not being required to wear face masks? I’m very worried about 

my child contracting COVID at school and then bringing it home to me, as I am 6 months 

pregnant. What are we doing for our students under 10 to reduce the risk? 

 

We are following the guidelines from the Governor’s orders as well as recommendations 

from TEA in that facemasks are not required for students age 10 and under.  We will be 

looking at keeping them in smaller groups and possibly putting plexiglass shields in the 

classroom to better protect the younger students.   

 
6.  Where do I go to choose what option I choose for my child? 

We will be putting that document out when you are registering your student for the 

start of school.  If the registration dates fall after the August 3rd date, we will extend that 

deadline appropriately. 

7. My child has seasonal allergies. Due to many symptoms of allergies being within covid 

symptoms, will kids be sent home automatically or will it be taken into consideration if they have 

not been exposed to covid positive case? 

This is a difficult topic as well and we have spent several hours discussing this very 

question.  Most likely, we will need some documentation from your family doctor 

stating that your student suffers from allergies.  We are very aware that just about 

everything we see on a daily basis at school could be considered a symptom of Covid-19.  

I can say that we will be very cautious when making these types of decisions because no 

one wants to be wrong in a situation such as this.  It is very possible that we will be 

sending more students home in an effort to be overly protective of staff and students.  



  

8. What consequences will your staff be held too if caught not wearing their plastic face shields 

while “on campus”? 

This will be a requirement for all staff and will be enforced as any other directive would.  

There would first be a verbal warning followed by a documented warning.  If there are 

still issues, the staff member could face other consequences up to termination.  

However, the staff at Holliday ISD is very professional and understands the seriousness 

of the situation, so I don’t anticipate this being an issue. 

9.  How many ID tags will parents receive? 

We will issue as many tags as each family requests. 

10.  When is meet the teacher and get school schedule for middle school? 

Registration is set for August 3rd-6th from 9:00 – 3:00, with extended hours on Tuesday 

until 6:00 pm.  We will be putting out more information on this as the date gets closer. 

11.  If a kids coughs will they immediately be taken out of class? 

As I stated above, this is a main area we are concerned about.  We will try to allow for a 
student getting choked up or a random sneeze, but teachers will be asked to monitor 
students for any symptoms.  Teachers will allow students who cannot contain a cough 
to temporarily leave the classroom or have an opportunity to drink some water.  We are 
hopeful to be able to stay away from snap decisions, but the range of symptoms makes 
if very difficult to distinguish between what is normal and what is a symptom. 

12.  If a in classroom student tests positive, will they be able to switch to virtual learning for the      
 remainder of the six weeks and/or their quarantine period?  

 

Yes, that is the plan for any student that chooses in person and has to be sent home for 

any reason.  That student will immediately be switched over to remote learning for the 

duration of their time away from the campus. 

 
13.  Can the kids wear the same type plastic face shields as the staff? Or is that a point of privilege? 

  

If the student prefers to wear the clear face shield, they will be allowed to do so.  We 

will not be providing the clear shields to students and they will be responsible for 

providing their own shield.  

 
14.  Have you considered staggering elementary START times to decrease traffic congestion for 

drop-off? 

Yes, we have discussed that as a possibility and are still looking at that as an option. 

 



 

 

15.  What if the kids had a medical condition like Asthma, would they be required to wear a mask?    
 Or does GA-29 not apply ? 

 

A student that has a medical exemption will be excused from wearing a mask, but we 

will require documentation from a physician. 

 
16. How will PE Credits be applied to stay at home students?  

PE credits will be applied the same as any other course.  The PE teachers will put out 

different requirements for students that choose remote learning that will still cover the 

required TEKS. 

17.  When parking should the parking spots be separated by an empty spot, do vehicles have the    
 ability to spread the Rona? 

 

We will not be enforcing empty spots in the parking lot as I am not aware of any 
requirements or recommendations for this.   Parents should remain in their car when 
dropping students off.  When people enter or exit their parked car they should practice 
social distancing. 

 

18.  I am deeply concerned that the school is not checking Temps. There are some parents who will 

not take responsibility. Also, all students should wear a mask for everyone's safety.  
 

This is a topic of concern as well.  We have chosen not to take temps everyday as 

students enter the building because the devices we use have shown to not always be 

accurate.  Our concern is that we would have multiple students coming off the bus or 

running into the building that would initially show a high temp, but it not be an accurate 

reading and we would then be sending them home.   Also, we would need to establish a 

cut off of what temp is considered high and the difference between 99.5 and 99.6 could 

be the determining factor in sending a student home.  If and when a student is sent to 

the school nurse, we will take a temperature at that time.  We will also follow the 

guidelines that have been put out regarding age recommendations for masks. 

 
19.  Will they eat in cafeteria? Still have recess? Library, PE etc? 

 

Yes, students will still have all of these opportunities.  There will be procedures in place 
that reflect the recommendations concerning social distancing and disinfecting of those 
areas.  The HS students will eat in designated areas: Cafeteria, Outside picnic tables, or 
designated hallway or foyer. 



20.  Will there be additional buses in the Lakeside City area? Last school year the buses were 

already crowded. How will the children maintain any kind of social distancing if they are crammed 

on the bus. 

We are having those discussions as well.  The bus situation has been brought to my 

attention and we are looking at adding routes to the high rider areas.  We will hold off 

on any decisions like this until we have a better idea of how many students we will need 

to transport from these areas.   

21.  I would like to have a link to where this plan came from the TEA and CDC please.  

Here is a link to the TEA document that was referenced. 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/Covid-19-SY-20-21-Public-Health-Guidance.pdf 

Here is a link to the CDC site. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/prepare-

safe-return.html 

Here is a link to the Governor’s orders concerning wearing of masks. 

https://open.texas.gov/uploads/files/organization/opentexas/EO-GA-29-use-of-face-coverings-

during-COVID-19-IMAGE-07-02-2020.pdf 

22.  If I chose remote learning my children will still be able to play sports as long as I bring them back 

and forth? Is this correct?  

Yes, this is correct. 

23.  Do children have to wear masks while in class (without a teacher that is at risk)? Or just while up 

moving around. 

If the teacher is not at risk, then yes, the student can take the mask down while at their 
desk and put it back on when the get up to move around. The teacher will have the 
option to require students to use a face covering while in the class. Wearing of face 
coverings may be prioritized at times when it is difficult to maintain a distance of 6 feet 
from others. 

24.  If my child has allergies would a letter from the dr prior to school starting be beneficial? 

Yes, that would be very helpful. 

 

 

 

 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/Covid-19-SY-20-21-Public-Health-Guidance.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/prepare-safe-return.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/prepare-safe-return.html
https://open.texas.gov/uploads/files/organization/opentexas/EO-GA-29-use-of-face-coverings-during-COVID-19-IMAGE-07-02-2020.pdf
https://open.texas.gov/uploads/files/organization/opentexas/EO-GA-29-use-of-face-coverings-during-COVID-19-IMAGE-07-02-2020.pdf


25.  For homes with multiple children doing virtual learning, will they be provided with any tablets or 

way to do virtual learning. If a family only has 1 computer, but 2 or more children that need to be 

on at the same time, how will that work? 

Yes, this is a great question.  We are planning on issuing out devices to those families 

that need multiple devices and don’t have access to them.  This will need to be 

something that you discuss with your principal at registration.  The problem we may 

have is that we have a limited number of devices that can be issued out.  We have 

orders in place for more devices but every company is running far behind on being able 

to get their hands on these devices at this time. 

26.  Will kids still change classes as needed? And would it help if parents signed up to sanitize in   
 between classes? 

We are looking at the option of just having teachers change classrooms when possible 
instead of students changing classrooms.  This may not be possible at all times. At the 
high school students will change classes each class period. Students should not loiter in 
the hallways and stay to the right.  If we need volunteers to help in these areas, we will 

make that known on the website.  We appreciate the offer! 
 

27. For Kindergarten, could the kids not meet in a group since this is a big transition for them? There 

is enough room out front to socially distance in their designated classrooms. This is a big deal for 

PreK - 1st graders to be handed over to someone they have only met once!  

This is a concern we are very aware of and we are currently working on something 

special for our PK and K students on the first day of school.  We are very aware of what 

the first day normally looks like and how stressful it can be for parents dropping their 

babies off for the first time at school.  We cannot do what we normally do and allow 

everyone into the campus the first day of school, but rest assured, we are looking at 

other options to make this a positive experience for students and parents. 

28.  Will our kids be eating their lunch in the cafeteria or in the classroom? 

 

We anticipate using both of these options. 

 
29. Since we are not allowed to eat with our children, can we check them out for lunch and eat 

outside? Could the school provide outdoor picnic areas for students and parents so that we can 

have the time to eat with our children? 

This is another area that principals have let me know is an important part of our day.  

We are looking at this very option and are pricing picnic tables for this purpose.  Of 

course, this option would only be available when there is favorable weather conditions.  

30. If a parent wears a mask can they not be allowed to walk their children into school the first week 

to allow them time to adjust? 

See the answer to question #27. 



 

31. Will students be able to play outside in groups or will they be separated?\ 

Students will be allowed to play outside and we will limit the number on the playground 

at any one time.  Most likely, they will be allowed on the playground with the members 

of their class, but we will try to limit that area to one class at a time. 

32.  Will there be a point where parent input (other than the survey) is allowed? 

Yes, parent input is always valued and you can send me an email or come by my office 

at any time. 

33.  Is this plan 5 days a week? 

 

Yes, this plan is five days a week. 

 
34. How is it fair for students virtually learning to participate in UIL activities when they are choosing 

to NOT be in contact with other students yet want to participate in the activities that will put them 

in contact with other students? 

We spent several hours discussing this topic as well and we know there are definitely 

two sides to consider.  There are those that could take advantage of the situation for 

different reasons.  We understand that is a possibility and will monitor that closely.  Our 

decision centered more around those students that may not have a choice in the 

situation or that truly have medical conditions that would limit them from coming on 

campus at this time.  There are many extracurricular activities that we offer that contact 

is limited such as tennis, golf or UIL academic contests.  It would be very difficult for us 

to enforce different rules for different activities so we decided this was the best option 

for our students.  

35.  Do we have school supply lists? 

We will be putting those lists out shortly and it will be the same list for in person and 
remote learners.  HS students can check their teachers website and also find out what 
supplies that they are requiring on the first day of school. 

36.  Will HISD still accept transfer students from Wichita County? 

We are currently not accepting transfers from any county.  Students who 
have previously transferred in our district will continue to be a student at HISD as long 
as they continue to meet the guidelines/ requirements of the transfer. 

 

 

 



37. If middle school students are attending 8 periods a day with various students in each class, and a 

student is diagnosed with covid, how will this be handled when they could possibly infect multiple 

students? Will parents be granted the option of switching to remote learning immediately rather 

than exposing their child(ren) further for the rest of the 6 weeks? 

 

 If we have multiple students that were exposed under the guidelines of what is 

considered “close contact”, and we required them to stay home for a period of time, 

then yes, we would switch those students to remote learning and give parents the 

option to remain that way for the remainder of the grading period. 

 
38. If parent selects online learning and scheduled classes has to be done in person (welding/metal),       

when can schedule be revised? 
 

You can change that schedule once we have completed registration.  You will need to 

contact your child’s principal to make those changes. 

 
39.  Will the cafeteria off any hot meals during lunch? 

Yes, we will be serving hot meals during lunch. 

40.  When does school start? 

School is scheduled to start on Monday, August 17th. 

41. Will the students old enough still be able to participate in band?  

Yes, we still plan on allowing the MS students to participate in band at this time.  

42. Will more information be released regarding synchronous online learning before parents are 

required to make a decision on Aug 3? (Specifically, will virtual learners sit in front of a computer 

for the entirety of the school day?) 

 

The synchronous model will require students to log into the classroom at a specific time 

to receive instruction. They will be allowed to log off once the teacher gives them 

permission to work on the assignment or take a break.  The exception will be during a 

testing period where they will be required to remain logged on for the duration of the 

testing window. 
 

If grab and go breakfasts are provided, where will students go to eat them? 

 

The plan at this time is that they will eat breakfast in the classroom. 
 

In regards to high school students, what is the meaning of “designated areas” they will go to when 

they arrive? 1st period classroom?  

 

Those designated areas will be similar to what the HS students are used to doing in the 

mornings. Those areas will be monitored. 



 

Will high school students eat lunch in cafeteria or classrooms? 

 

There will likely be some students in the cafeteria and some in their classrooms or other 

designated areas. 
 

Will nurses be at each campus or will ms and hs students continue to go to elementary school to 

be seen by nurse? 

 

We are looking at hiring an additional nurse to help meet the increased demands of this 

position with all the requirements. 

 
43.  Will desk/chairs be cleaned after each class before next class comes in? 

We will be disinfecting diligently throughout the day.  Teachers will have access to 

cleaning supplies to clean high traffic areas in the classroom such as door knobs.  Our 

custodial staff will also be very active throughout the day cleaning and disinfecting.  We 

have ordered electromagnetic sprayers that will make disinfecting larger areas much 

easier, but may not get those in until September.   

 

44.  Will kids be allowed to wash their hands with soap and water before lunch? 

We will make every effort to make this happen but if they cannot get to a restroom 

prior to lunch, they will have access to hand sanitizers that will be spread out all over 

each campus. 

45. Will lunches be cut short due to the limitations? Will this allow time for students to eat lunch or will 

they be in a hurry to eat? 

No, students and staff will still get their 30 minute lunch. 

46. Will the band be using bell covers on instruments? Will existing HVAC systems in activity rooms 

be fitted with HEPA filters? What percentage of teachers located in the High School will be 

making masks mandatory in their classrooms? 

We are meeting with our band instructors on Monday to discuss various topics.  I do not 

have that answer at this time.  We are checking on our filters to make sure they are 

appropriated for what we need.  I do not have a percentage of teachers that are 

requiring masks in their classroom at this time. 

47. Will students be required to wear masks? What are we doing about how crowded the hallways 

get? 

At this time, we are following what the governor’s orders state and are highly 

recommending that all students over the age of 10 wear masks.  We will be supplying all 

students, regardless of age, with a HERO themed gaiter for them to wear.  The principals 

are working on traffic flow in the hallways to make them one way traffic where possible. 



48.  Will there be pep rallies and how will those be handled? 

It is our hope that we are able to have pep rallies, but it is likely we will have to be 

creative in finding ways to handle these events.  We will continue to discuss this topic 

and let everyone know what is decided. 

49.  How will athletics work to keep kids safe in locker room? 

We will be putting together plans for social distancing and limiting numbers in the locker 

room at one time where feasible.  There will be many of the same practices in place that 

have been utilized for students participating in summer strength and conditioning 

workouts.  We realize these areas, along with the band hall, will bring large numbers of 

students together in one location and we will be meeting with all groups to come up 

with details of how we will handle those situations. 

50.  What does a “grab-and-go” lunch look like? 

The grab-and-go meals will be utilized mostly at breakfast.  Our food service staff will be 

cooking hot meals for lunch. 

51.  Can he bring lunch from home? 

Yes, students can still bring their lunch from home.  However, access to the microwaves 

will be limited for the first six weeks of school. 

52. Elementary 

Will they share supplies? 
 

No, we will not be allowing students to share supplies at this time. 
 

Will they play instruments in music? 

 

I do not have an answer to this question at this time, but we will have that discussion 

and let you know. 
 

Will they rotate classes? 

 

Our plan for the students that normally rotate is for the teachers to do the rotating from 

class to class. 
 

Will dismissal be at different times per grade for easier flow? 

 

We are discussing this as an option.  The problem lies with parents who have multiple 

students in different grades to pick up.   

 

 

 



53. Why do we not consider Wichita County active case numbers when making decisions regarding 

our back to school plan? 

 

The determining factor of what county guidelines you use is based upon what county 

the physical location of the campus is in.  Even though we have students that come to 

the district from other counties, and a portion of Holliday ISD crosses over into Wichita 

County, we only use the numbers from Archer County to make decisions.  We will 

continue to watch these numbers and if there is a change, we will immediately let our 

parents and staff know.    

 

 

*Thank you very much for the questions.  There were multiple submissions that asked 

similar questions and we tried to group those together to limit the length of the 

document.  If you did not see your question answered, submit it again or email me 

directly at cody.carroll@hollidayisd.net .  We understand there are lots of details to 

think through and we are addressing those issues as quickly as we can.  We appreciate 

your patience and understanding with this difficult situation.  We will continue to 

monitor this document and will update it again next Monday, August 3rd.   
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