
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pickering High School  

Alumni Association 
March 2019 Newsletter 

Note from PHS Alumni Association President 
Gary A. Bridges, Class of 1978 

 
Who are the members of the alumni 
association?  Our membership consists of PHS 
graduates and their spouses, any student that 
earned their GED at Pickering, former students, 
former and current faculty, and friends of 
Pickering schools.  You don’t have to be a 
graduate to be a member and support the 
schools.  What does the alumni do?  We provide 
scholarships to graduates, promote school spirit, 
and work for the improvement of our schools and 
community.  Where does the alumni meet?  
Occasionally the venue may change due to 
needs, but we meet primarily in the PHS Library.  
We know many of our alumni live outside of the 
Pickering community and can’t attend so we’re 
working on a sustainable process to allow 
maximum participation.  When does the alumni 
meet?  We meet at least once a quarter to further 
our plans for upcoming events and activities.  
Why does the alumni exist?  We’re here to 
support all the Pickering schools and their 
activities, including, but not limited to, grounds 
maintenance, student mentoring, and assisting 
staff as needed at various events.  How do I 
help?  There are many ways you can help, but 
here are just a few. Your alumni membership dues 
and monetary donations help us fund the 
scholarships for our graduates.  You can 
volunteer your time to help at the schools.  You 
can donate goods or services as door prizes for 
the Homecoming.   
 
Dues and other monetary donations can be made 
to our Treasurer, Susan Redmond, by mailing 
them to PHS Alumni Association C/O Susan 
Redmond, 143 Browns Lane, Leesville, Louisiana 
71446.  Donations of goods or services for 
Homecoming 2019 can be done through any of 
the 2019 PHS Alumni Association officers.  Those 
wanting to volunteer to help around the school 
should contact the PHS Office at 337-537-1555 to 
the attention of the Principal, Mr. Jerome Henson. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of our great 

schools!  GO BIG RED!!!! 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Homecoming will be Friday, October 11, 2019 

Pickering will host Vinton High School 

Congratulations to the recipients of the 2018-2019 PHS 
Alumni Association Scholarship – Alexa Brister and Kyle 
Lawrence 

Be a part of Pickering High School forever by adding your 

name to the Alumni Alley located at the school’s flag pole.  

You can purchase a personalized brick with your name and 

class year, or in honor or memory of a former graduate.  

The names will be permanently inscribed on a 7 5/8” x 3 

5/8” brick for only $35 each – cash or checks made payable 

to Pickering High School.  The order form can be found on 

the Pickering High School website under the Alumni tab.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 PHS Alumni Association Officers 
President – Gary A. Bridges, Class of 78, Bridges1026@suddenlink.net 
Vice President – Julie Lawrence, Class of 1997, Julie.Lawrence@vpsb.us 
Secretary – Kevin Connally, Class of 1986, KDConn@bellsouth.net 
Treasurer – Susan Espinoza Redmond, Class of 1969, susieqredmond@yahoo.com 
Historian – Tracy Roshong Smith, Class of 1983, Tracylynn.Smith@yahoo.com  

THE HISTORY OF PICKERING 
 
Do you know when the first Pickering school 
was built?  Did you know the school’s 100th 
birthday will be here in just a few short years?  
How did we become the Red Devils?  Do you 
have any positive anecdotes you’d like to 
share?  Pickering High School and the alumni 
association are working together to document 
our history as a school and community in 
preparation for our 100th birthday.  Our goal is 
to not only create a written document, but also 
include recorded interviews with our alumni.  
We are always looking for volunteers so if 
you’re interested in being a part of this historic 
research, please notify one of your alumni 
officers. 

2018 Homecoming 
Distinguished Alumni –Gary Bridges 

Traveled the Longest Distance – Richard Thornock 
Youngest Alumni – Tyler Cotillo 

Oldest Alumni (not pictured) – Pauline O’Banion and G.A. Holoway 

The alumni association will meet 
next on Tuesday, April 23, 2019, 
at 6 p.m. in the PHS Library.  The 
graduating seniors and their 
parents are invited to attend.  
Refreshments will be served.  
Please join us! 

HOMECOMING 2019 
 
All the classes ending in “9” will be honored at the 
homecoming in October.  It doesn’t matter what year 
you graduated, everyone is invited and encouraged to 
attend the homecoming.  This is an excellent 
opportunity for everyone to not only renew old 
friendships, but create new ones too. 
 
Heads up – we’ll once again be offering blocks at 
north end of the football field for alumni.  More to 
come soon. 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 
More than 10 years ago the alumni association membership 
voted to eliminate the “lifetime” dues membership and 
establish an annual dues of $10.  The alumni association 
relies on membership dues to fund scholarships to 
graduating seniors.  Very simply we could not do that with a 
$10 lifetime membership.  If you look at membership dues 
for other organizations, you’ll find ours is extremely lower.  
We’ll always gladly accept monetary donations of any 
amount to fund our scholarships.  Dues can be paid to PHS 
Alumni Association, C/O Susan Redmond, 143 Browns 
Lane, Leesville, Louisiana 71446. 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
 
In our last meeting the alumni association voted to add a 
third scholarship.  We’ll now award three $500 
scholarships.  The PHS Counselor has the application.  
The deadline for submission is April 19, 2019. 

Please welcome Pickering High School’s new Principal, 

Mr. Jerome Henson!  He’s already had a very positive 

influence at the school.  He’s also eager to partner with the 

alumni association for the betterment of the Pickering 

schools. 
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