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The United 
Nations

Why do we have the UN?
 After World War I, the League of

Nations was created to prevent another
world war.

 During World War II, the League of
Nations was eliminated because it
failed to prevent another war.

 In 1945, with the end of WWII nearing,
the United Nations was created to
replace the failed League of Nations.

WORLD HISTORY
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History of the United Nations
 In 1945, San Francisco hosted the 

United Nations Conference on 
International Organizations.

 There were 50 countries represented 
at the United Nations Conference 
including:  United States, France, 
United Kingdom, Soviet Union (now 
Russia), and China.

 These five countries are known as 
the “Permanent Five” members.

What does the United Nations Do?
 The UN was created to 
maintain international peace 
and security.

 It also works to maintain 
friendly relationships between 
countries.

 Lastly, it works to promote 
economic development of 
member nations.
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Who and Where?
 Almost all countries in the world 

are members of the UN.
 There are currently 193 countries 

in the UN.
 The headquarters is in New York 

City.
 The International Court of Justice 

(ICJ) is located in The Hague in the 
Netherlands.

UN World Headquarters
New York
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Parts of the United Nations
1. The General Assembly – the ‘town 

meeting’ of the world.
2. UN Security Council – maintains world 

peace (most powerful branch)
3. Economic and Social Council - works 

with the UN’s economic, cultural, health 
and educational activities.

4. Trusteeship Council - territories
5. ICJ – International Court of Justice
6. The Secretariat – administrative duties    

and can bring any topic before the SC.

International Court of Justice
The Hague, Netherlands
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The General Assembly
Every member nation has a 
seat at the General Assembly.

Brings up international issues 
that they want the Security 
Council to deal with

Holds elections for Security 
Council members and other 
leaders

The General Assembly
Inside UN Headquarters
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UN Security Council
 Made up of 15 countries:

•The “Permanent Five” countries
United States, Great Britain, Russia, France, China

•10 non-permanent countries 
 Elected every two years

 The strong-arm of the UN
 Maintains international peace
 How does it do this:

• Recommends peaceful negotiations (peace talks)
• Can use Economic Sanctions
• Can use Military Sanctions

The UN Security Council
Inside World Headquarters
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Sanctions
 Sanctions are used to punish a 
country for violating international 
law, or to force a country to 
follow a law.

 In order for sanctions to be used 
by the UN Security Council, ALL 
FIVE permanent members must 
have a unanimous vote.

Types of Sanctions
 Diplomatic Sanctions – removal 
of all political ties (like 
embassies)

 Economic Sanctions – ban on all 
trade with a country (except 
food)

 Military Sanctions – using a 
military to force compliance.
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Military Sanctions
 UN Peacekeepers – a group of armed 

soldiers sent to a hostile area to promote 
peace.  They ARE NOT COMBAT TROOPS.

 These soldiers maintain peace.  
 They don’t go on combat missions.
 They are not an ‘army’

 UN Military Force – an army made up of 
soldiers from more than one UN country 
that can serve as combat troops.
• They are not very effective and are not used 

very often.

UN Peacekeepers
They always wear blue berets or blue helmets

to identify themselves.
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Major UN Missions
 East Timor (Asia) – the UN supervised 

the independence of this country
 Iraq (Middle East) – UN tried to cut all 

trade with Iraq after it failed to comply 
with international law, but some nations 
continued to trade with them.

 Somalia (Africa) – UN humanitarian 
mission to get food and supplies to 
people in need

 Haiti (Caribbean) – UN helped strengthen 
government, army, and hold elections

Strengths of the UN
 Provides a forum for almost all of the 

world’s nations to discuss 
international issues

 Humanitarian efforts
•AIDS
•Landmine removal
•Food and supply organization

 Peacekeeping forces
 Will get involved with messes that no 

one else will
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Weaknesses of the UN
 Sanctions are only effective if ALL 

countries follow them (Iraq example)
 Military force is rarely used and is usually 

ineffective
 ALL permanent members of the security 

council have to vote unanimously (one 
country can stop a sanction)

 Inadequate funding by member nations
• 14 Countries Pay 85% of the subscriptions 

(membership fee)
 Big gap between developing and 

industrialized nations

UN Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights

Adopted: December 10, 1948
1. We are all born free and equal
2. Everyone has rights despite differences
3. All have the right to live, and live in safety
4. No one may enslave you
5. No one may torture you
6. You have rights no matter where you travel
7. All are equal before the law
8. Human rights are protected by law
9. No one should be unfairly detained
10. All have a right to a fair trial
11. All accused are innocent until proven guilty
12. All have a right to privacy
13. All have the right to move freely
14. All may enjoy asylum from persecution
15. All have a right to nationality

16. All may marry and establish families
17. All may own property
18. All may think freely, including religion
19. All may freely express opinions
20. All may assemble peacefully
21. All may participate in governing
22. All have rights to dignity and social protections
23. All have free choices of employment
24. All have rights to rest and leisure
25. All have the right to an adequate standard of 
living
26. All have a right to education
27. All have rights to intellectual property
28. All have the right to a world that enables and 
protects rights
29. All rights have responsibilities and can only be 
limited when infringing on others’ rights
30. No one can take away your human rights



 

Name:__________________________ Date: ______ Period: ____ 

 World History 
Unit #12 The Post War World 

 

 
 
 
 

191 



Human Rights: rights regarded as belonging fundamentally to all persons 
 

A simplified version of the 30 articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
 

1. We are all born free and equal 
2. Everyone has rights despite differences 
3. All have the right to live, and live in safety 
4. No one my enslave you 
5. No one may torture you 
6. You have rights no matter where you travel 
7. All are equal before the law 
8. Human rights are protected by law 
9. No one should be unfairly detainment 
10. All have a right to a fair trial 
11. All accused are innocent until proven guilty 
12. All have a right to privacy 
13. All have the right to move freely 
14. All may enjoy asylum from persecution 
15. All have a right to nationality 
16. All may marry and establish families 
17. All may own property 
18. All may think freely, including religion 
19. All may freely express opinions 
20. All may assemble peacefully 
21. All may participate in governing 
22. All have rights to dignity and social protections 
23. All have free choices of employment 
24. All have rights to rest and leisure 
25. All have the right to an adequate standard of living 
26. All have a right to education 
27. All have rights to intellectual property 
28. All have the right to a world that enables and protects rights 
29. All rights have responsibilities and can only be limited when infringing on others’ rights 
30. No one can take away your human rights 
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Apartheid 
The legal separation of 

Black and White

Apartheid In South Africa
Life in the Ghettos
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Apartheid In South Africa
Life in White Communities

Apartheid In South Africa
Ended in 1994
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Nelson Mandela 
jailed for 20 years in 

his fight against 
Apartheid
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South African President Nelson Mandela, center, flanked by 
his two deputy presidents, Thabo Mbeki, left and F.W. de 
Klerk, right, celebrate the new constitution, May 8, 1996. 
(AP/WWP Photo Leon Muller)
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Nelson Mandela 
Nelson Mandela was a great leader who spent his 
entire adult life working for equality and justice in 
South Africa. Mandela has inspired people around 
the world to work non-violently for a better life. 
Mandela is affectionately known by his clan name 
"Madiba," or by "Tata", which means "father." 

Mandela was born on January 18, 1918, in Mvezo, 
Transkei, in the southeast of South Africa. He was 
named Rolihlahla, which means "troublemaker" in 
the Xhosa language. Mandela's grandfather was 
the ruler of the Thembu people and his father was 
a local chief. 

Mandela was the first person in his family to 
attend school (both of his parents were illiterate). 
On the first day of school, a teacher at the 
Methodist mission school, Miss Mdingane, re-
named him Nelson. Nelson did well in school and 
went on to graduate from college and attend law school at University of the Witwatersrand 
(Mandela was the only black African student in his class). Mandela once said, "Education is the 
most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world." 

By 1942, Mandela was involved in political causes. He began attending meetings of the African 
National Congress (ANC), a revolutionary group whose aim was to fight apartheid (laws 
establishing racial separation and oppression in South Africa). 

Mandela helped found the African National Congress Youth League (ANCYL) in 1944. He 
organized boycotts and strikes to fight for voting rights and equality for black South Africans. In 
1944, he married Evelyn Ntoko Mase (they had 4 children). 

In 1956, Mandela and over 100 associates of his, were arrested for treason. They were all later 
acquitted. Mandela divorced Evelyn in 1958, then married Nomzamo Winnie Madikizela (with 
whom he had 2 children). 

The ANC was banned in South Africa in 1960. In 1964, Mandala was sentenced to life in prison for 
fighting apartheid. After spending 27 years in prison, Mandela was released in 1990. Upon his 
release, Mandela worked to repeal apartheid and stop the growing violence in South Africa. He also 
helped establish multiracial elections which would occur in 1994. For his work, Mandela won the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1993 (he shared the prize with with F. W. de Klerk, who was then the 
President of South Africa). 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/africa/southafrica/mandela/picture2.shtml


 

In 1994, South Africa held its first truly democratic, non-racial election and chose Nelson Mandela 
as its president. Mandela championed reconciliation, the peaceful resolution of grievances after 
decades of repressive laws against black South Africans. Without Mandela's guidance, South 
Africa might have lapsed into a bloody civil war. 

Mandela published his autobiography, "Long Walk to Freedom," in 1994. The Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission was formed in 1995 (it was chaired by Archbishop Desmond Tutu). 
The Commission was a court-like organization that was formed in order to document the attrocities 
that the Afrikan apartheid police state had perpetrated against black people, and thus begin to heal 
the rift that had formed between the races in South Africa and avoid a civil war. 

Freedom Day, celebrated on April 27 each year, commemorates the anniversary of South Africa's 
first real democratic elections (in which Mandela was elected president). 

Mandela served as President of South Africa until 1999 (he refused a second term). On his 80th 
birthday, he married Graça Machel (he had divorced Winnie in 1996). His second book, 
"Conversations with Myself," was published in 2010. 

Nelson Mandela died on December 5, 2013, at the age of 95. He died of natural causes after a long 
illness. He will be remembered as one of the greatest peace-makers and statesmen of all time. 

Review Questions 
 

1. Mandela has inspired people around the world to work _________________ for a better life. 
 

2. He was named _____________________, which means "troublemaker" 
 

3. Both of Mandela’s parents were _________________________. 
 

4. "_________________ is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world." 
 

5. African National Congress (ANC), a revolutionary group whose aim was to fight ________. 
 

6. Mandela organized ________________ and _________________ to fight for voting rights 
and equality for black South Africans. 

 
7. In 1956, Mandela was arrested for _________________. 

 
8. Mandala was sentenced to _________________ in prison for fighting apartheid.  

 
9. After spending _______ years in prison, Mandela was released in 1990. 

 
10. In 1994, South Africa held its first truly democratic, non-racial election and chose Nelson 

Mandela as its ___________________. 
 

11. Mandela published his autobiography, "_________________________________________." 
 

12. Mandela served as ____________________ of South Africa until 1999 



4/2/2020

1

1869-1948

Mohandas Gandhi 
• Born on 2 October 1869 in 

Porbandar, India. 

• Born into the second highest 
caste in Hindu society – the 
Ruler-Warrior Caste.

Modern Porbandar, India
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Gandhi’s Childhood

• In May 1883, the 13-year old 
Mohandas was married to 14-year 
old Kasturbai Makhanji in an 
arranged child marriage.

• In 1885, when Gandhi was 15, the 
couple's first child was born, but 
survived only a few days.

• Traveled to London, England, at 
age 19, to study law at University 
College London and to train as a 
barrister.

Early Attempts to Establish a Career
• Attempts at establishing a law practice in 

Mumbai failed. 

• Made a modest living drafting petitions for 
litigants.

• In April 1893, he accepted a year-long contract 
to a post in the Colony of Natal, South Africa, 
then part of the British Empire

• Served in the Ambulance Corps during both the 
Boer War 1899-1892 and the Zulu War of 1906.

• Faced discrimination directed at Indians in 
South Africa.

• Hoped to gain full citizenship for Indians in 
South Africa, a goal he did not achieve.
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Gandhi and his wife Kasturba in South Africa (1902)

Gandhi and his legal colleagues.

Gandhi and his South African friends.

STRUGGLE FOR INDIAN INDEPENDENCE 
(1915–1945)
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Returning to India
• Gandhi returned from South Africa 

to live in India in 1915. 

• In 1918, Gandhi proposed 
satyagraha - non-violence, mass 
civil disobedience. 

• He was arrested by police on the 
charge of creating unrest. 
– Hundreds of thousands of people 

protested 

– The court unwillingly released him. 

Gandhi’s Tactics
• Gandhi employed non-cooperation, 

non-violence and peaceful 
resistance as his "weapons" in the 
struggle against British. 

• When he was arrested, he 
continued his non-violent protest 
through hunger strikes.

• British government could not afford 
to have him harmed or have him 
die while under arrest.

• The British couldn’t ignore him; 
they had to talk with him.

Gandhi on the Salt March.

Gandhi on Dandi March 
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Gandhi is called to London for “talks.”
• Gandhi became 

internationally known, so the 
British government could not 
afford to have him harmed or 
have him die while under 
arrest (this included dying 
from a self-imposed hunger 
strike too). He became a 
respected world figure 
without ever doing anything 
violent. The British couldn’t 
ignore him; they had to talk 
with him.

At the Prime Minister’s Home on 
Downing Street , London , UK

Imprisonment
• Gandhi was arrested on 10 March 1922, tried 

for sedition, and sentenced to six years' 
imprisonment. 

• He was released 1924 having served only 2 
years. 

• Cooperation among Hindus and Muslims, 
broke down while he was in prison. 

• Gandhi attempted to bridge these differences 
through many means, including a three-week 
fast, but with limited success.

Gandhi on a “fast.”



4/2/2020

6

World War II and Independence
• Declared that India could not be 

party to World War II being fought 
for democratic freedom, while that 
freedom was denied to India itself. 

• Gandhi intensified his demand for 
independence, drafting a resolution 
calling for the British to Quit India.

• When freedom came, on 15 
August 1947, the new government 
saluted him as the architect of 
Indian independence, as the 'father 
of the nation'.

Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru work to prepare for independence. 

Gandhi- Jawaharlal Nehru
Gandhiji and Nehruji

Gandhiji addressing a huge gatheringGandhiji with Jinnah, Muslim faction leader in 1944 
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Gandhi led a very simple life

Gandhi spinning thread Gandhi reading a newspaper

Mahatma Gandhi's room at Sabarmati Ashram

Much older, but still together
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Partitioning India - India & Pakistan.
• India was partitioned into two countries

– India for the Hindus and Sikhs 

– Pakistan for the Muslims

• There was much resentment, and 
violence, against Muslims. 
– Bloodshed following the partition, may have 

taken as many as 1 million lives, 

– Caused the dislocation of over 11 million 
people, 

• Gandhi began to fast unto death. 
– Representatives of all communities signed a 

statement that they were prepared to live in 
"perfect amity", and that the lives, property, 
and faith of the Muslims would be safeguarded.

Gandhi’s Death

• On the evening of January 30, 
1948, Gandhi met with India's 
Deputy Prime Minister and then 
proceeded to his  prayers. 

• Gandhi commenced his walk to 
the prayer meeting. 

• As Gandhiwas about to mount the 
steps of the podium, a young man 
came up to him and shot him 
three times in his chest.

Mahatma Gandhi – The Father of India (1869-1948) 
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Fill the twelve gaps in the text on Worksheet A with the correct words from the box below. There are four 
words that you will not be able to use. 
 

barrister bombs encouraged reality 
ideas cause elections strikes 

resistance compromised independent poor 
owning dislike mistake discrimination 

 

In the 1930s and 40s Mahatma Gandhi (1869-1948) was one of the most important leaders of the 
movement that was struggling to free India from British rule and make it an ____________ country, a goal 
that was finally achieved in August 1947. However, that isn’t enough to explain why so many people think 
of Gandhi as one of the greatest political figures of the 20th century. What really made him special was his 
belief in non-violent ____________ to British economic, political and military power: he believed the way 
forward for the Indian independence movement – and for all people suffering oppression – was simple 
‘non-cooperation’ rather than violence. Non-cooperation included ____________, boycotts, the refusal to 
pay taxes, and the willingness to go to prison if necessary – tactics that were effective in putting pressure 
on the British authorities.  
Gandhi’s ____________ certainly influenced the leaders of other 20th-century freedom struggles, such as 
Martin Luther King in the United States and Nelson Mandela in South Africa. 
Gandhi was born in the northern Indian state of Gujarat, the son of an important local politician. His 
parents arranged for him to get married at the extremely young age of thirteen, and he became a father 
before he was twenty. His family wanted him to become a ____________ and sent him to study law at 
university in London, where his ____________ for English food was one of the things that made him 
become a vegetarian for the rest of his life.  
In 1893 he went to work as a lawyer in South Africa, where his political beliefs began to develop as he 
saw the ____________ suffered by non-white people, including the country’s large Indian community. He 
also moved closer to Hindu religious ideas, particularly ahimsa or non-violence.   
After returning to India he decided to live a life of ‘simplicity’, which meant giving up unnecessary spending 
and ____________ as few clothes as possible. In 1918 he ____________ poor farmers in Gujarat to 
resist a new tax introduced by the British. The authorities put him in prison, but thousands of people 
protested and soon he was released. The British ____________ with the poor farmers, and Gandhi 
became famous all over India. 
Over the next 30 years he devoted himself to the ____________ of Indian independence. He lived long 
enough to see his dream become ____________, but he was sad to see the violence that surrounded the 
division of the subcontinent into two countries for Hindus and Muslims respectively – India and Pakistan – 
because he had always believed that the followers of the two religions should be able to live together 
peacefully.  
 
 
 



 
GANDHI 

 
 
Mohandas Gandhi, more than any person, was responsible for the independence of India. He 
led the movement against the British, which resulted in Indian independence in 1947. 
Gandhi’s philosophy was based on civil disobedience and passive resistance. By civil 
disobedience, Gandhi believed that Indians should disobey British laws and, if necessary, go to 
jail. Passive resistance means that the fight against the British must always be peaceful. 
Violence had no place in Gandhi’s program. A perfect example of how Gandhi’s philosophy 
worked was the Great Salt March, which took place in 1930. Gandhi led a 24‐day march to the 
sea where tens of thousands of Indians took salt from seawater. This was specifically against 
British law, which required Indians to purchase salt from England. Gandhi purposely broke 
what he believed to be an unjust law. When British troops arrived on the scene and beat and 
arrested Indians, the native population never used violence. As a result, 60,000 people were 
jailed and worldwide reaction was very anti‐British and pro‐Indian.  When World War II broke 
out, over 2 million Indian soldiers fought bravely in the British army. However, when the war 
ended, India was still a colony. This caused Gandhi to once again use passive resistance and 
civil disobedience against the British. Finally, in 1947, the British government collapsed and 
India was given her independence. However, India many problems existed between Hindus 
and Muslims that were becoming worse.  Less than one year after India received its 
independence from England, Mohandas Gandhi was assassinated by a Hindu who believed 
that Gandhi (who was a Hindu) gave too much power to the Muslims. It is ironic that this man 
of peace died by violence. 
 
 



 
 
DIRECTIONS: Answer the following questions based on the reading and your knowledge of 
Social Studies. Answer in complete sentences. 
 
1. Define ‘civil disobedience’ 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Define ‘passive resistance’ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Why didn’t Gandhi believe in the use of force to overthrow the British? 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Why is the Great Salt March an example of both civil disobedience and passive resistance? 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. Great Britain was one of the most powerful countries in the world in 1947. Why did they  
    give India its independence and lose a valuable colony? 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. Indian people called Gandhi ‘Mahatma,’ which means ‘great soul.’ Why do you think they 
gave him this title? 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. Why was Gandhi assassinated? 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Communist China:
The Rise of Mao

The Rise of Mao Zedong
• In the 1920s, the 

People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA) was 
formed: 
– Wanted to end social & 

economic inequality, 
– Mao Zedong was the 

Communist founder, 
– “whoever wins the 

peasants will win 
China.” 
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• 1920s-1930s, 
millions of 
peasants starved 
due to unequal 
land distribution. 
–Communists 

won favor with 
the peasants by 
redistributing 
land to poor 
peasants.  

Civil War in 
China• 1927, General Chiang 

Kai-shek established 
himself as president & 
virtual dictator of 
China. 
– He was the leader of 

the Guomindang
(Nationalist Party). 

– He fought for 20 years 
against the increasingly 
influential Communist 
armies. 
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• 1934, Chiang Kai-shek 
surrounded small 
Communist armies and 
attempted to defeat 
them. 
– Mao Zedong then led 

90,000 Communist 
supporters over 
thousands of miles of in 
the mountains, this 
would be called the 
Long March. 

– Only 6,000 of them 
would survive. 

The Victory of the 
Communist Revolution

• 1937-1945, Chiang Kai-
shek & Mao united their 
armies in an uneasy 
alliance to fight against 
the Japanese during 
World War II. 

• After WWII, they 
Guomindang and the 
People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) continued their 
civil war for the control 
of China. 
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• Though heavily 
outnumbered, the PLA 
used peasant support 
and guerilla tactics to 
win. 
– As the PLA took over, 

they confiscated land 
from rich landlords and 
redistributed it to poor 
peasants. 

– Meanwhile, the 
Guomindang controlled 
the major cities but faced 
inflation and widespread 
corruption. 

• By 1949, the PLA 
controlled most of the 
countryside and many 
of Jiang Jieshi’s troops 
defected to the PLA. 
– Chiang Kai-shek fled 

to Taiwan (with U.S. 
support). 

– On October 1949, 
Mao Zedong 
proclaims that the 
People’s Republic of 
China is established 
(“liberation”). 



5

The Influence of Soviet Socialism
• Mao turns to the USSR for 

help. 
– He faced establishing a 

socialist nation and the 
need to modernize 
China’s underdeveloped 
economy. 

– Also, in 1950, he felt 
compelled to send 
troops to aid Communist 
North Korea to fight the 
United States in the 
Korean War. 

• Mao adopted the Soviet 
Five Year Plan & 
Collectivization (1952-
1957):
– Five Year Plan: objective is 

to modernize key aspects 
of the economy within 5 
years (technology & 
science to develop heavy 
industry). 

– Collectivization: Mao 
reversed original land 
reform and peasants were 
organized into government 
owned collectives (rather 
than having their own 
land).
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–By 1955, China, with the help of 
Soviet aid, had achieved 
considerable success in 
•Developing heavy industry 
•Increased agricultural production. 

–Communist leaders even spoke of 
China as a model for less-
industrialized nations in Africa & 
Asia to copy.  

• Breaking from Soviet Socialism: 
– By 1956, Chairman Mao 

disagreed with Soviet leaders. 
– He believed they relied too 

much on machine & 
technological experts, and not 
enough on human spirit & the 
socialist value of equality. 
• Consequently, the Soviets 

decreased financial aid & 
withdrew technical 
advisors.

– He wanted to achieve full 
communism much more 
quickly through a uniquely 
Chinese socialist experiment 
must achieve “equality” 
through great effort & sacrifice 
from the masses. 
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The Great Leap 
Forward• 1956, Mao asked 

intellectuals to 
comment on his first 
5 years of leadership. 
– He severely punished 

those who criticized 
him & consequently 
re-evaluated the 
revolutionary spirit of 
the Chinese people. 

• Mao started large 
scale industrial 
projects (dams, 
reservoirs, railroads, 

)

• Mao organized peasants into People’s 
Communes (regimented into semi-
military lines  peasants ate & worked 
together). 

• All people had to work shift after shift 
with little rest, and rid themselves of all 
anti-communist thoughts. 

• Results:
– Failed due to poor management. 
– Food shortages (hundreds of 

thousands died from 1958-1961 
during one of the largest famines in 
history). 

– Without acknowledging any failure, 
the CCP ended these policies. 

– Officially ended in 1961.  Many 
people still refer to this period as the 
“three hard years.”  
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The “Great Leap Forward”…

The Cultural 
Revolution• After the failure of the Great Leap Forward, 

communist leaders focused on rebuilding the ruined 
economy. 

• With the successes of the economic recovery in the 
early 1960s, Mao feared that society would be 
concerned most with making money & destroy the 
spirit of revolution, thus he must get rid of The Four 
Olds: 
– Old ideas, old culture, old customs, and old habits 

(anything rooted in pre-revolutionary or Western culture). 

• Many leaders in the Communist Party opposed Mao’s 
plan to reverse the successful economic recovery
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• So, Mao turned to young people 
(high school and college students). 
– They became the “Red 

Guards”; they harassed, 
humiliated, and imprisoned 
“enemies” of the state (usually 
the educated Chinese, city 
dwellers, & corrupt officials). 

– Mao published the Little Red 
Book containing his  
quotations and was required 
reading in schools and the 
workplace.

– The Red Guards went through 
and destroyed anything 
associated with the “Four 
Olds” or Western Culture. 

• Communist leaders lost control of 
the Red Guards, and China was 
brought to the brink of anarchy. 
– At first, even after Red Guards 

beat people to death, the 
police & military were under 
Mao’s orders not to interfere.

– By 1967, organized marches 
had become angry mobs that 
attacked teachers, civil leaders, 
& foreign diplomats. 

– Thousands died and hundreds 
of thousands had been 
imprisoned.

• In 1969 Mao finally ordered the 
Red Guards to disband and for 
the military to impose law & 
order. 
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• Aftermath: 
– As Mao became old & ill 

in the early 1970s, his 
wife, Jiang Qing, gained 
powerful influence in the 
CCP and continued many 
radical policies of the 
Cultural Revolution.

– When Mao died in 1976 
his wife & three radical 
colleagues, known as the 
Gang of Four, were 
arrested for trying to 
overthrow the 
government & causing 
the deaths of 34,000 
people during the 
Cultural Revolution.



 

Name:__________________________ Date: ______ Period: ____ 

 World History 
Unit #12 The Post War World 

China in the 20th Century: The Cultural Revolution 1966-76 
Read the article below and then answer the questions that follow it. Then do the activities below the questions. 

The Cultural Revolution had a massive impact on China from 1965 to 1968 (many people date the 
CR from 1966-76, when Mao dies. The height of the unrest was however during the 66-68 period). 
The Cultural Revolution is the name given to Mao’s attempt to reassert his beliefs in China. Mao had 
been less than a dynamic leader from the late 1950’s on (having suffered from the failure of his 
‘Great Leap Forward campaign), and feared others in the party might be taking on a leading role that 
weakened his power within the party and the country. This probably explains the Cultural Revolution 
– it was an attempt by Mao to re-impose his authority on the party and therefore the country. 

The movement began in September 1965 with a speech by Lin Piao who urged pupils in schools and 
colleges to return to the basic principles of the revolutionary movement. Chinese youths were also 
encouraged to openly criticize the liberals in the Chinese Communist Party and those apparently 
influenced by Nikita Khruschev of the USSR (Khrushchev had begun to reform Communist Russia 
and allow a little more freedom, as well as openly criticizing the former leader Stalin: a man that Mao 
modeled himself on). Educational establishments were considered to be too academic and, 
therefore, too elitist. 

Mao believed that the progress China had made since 1949 had lead to a privileged class 
developing – engineers, scientists, factory managers etc. Mao also believed that these people were 
acquiring too much power at his expense. Mao was concerned that a new class of mandarins was 
emerging in China who had no idea about the lifestyle of the normal person in China. 

Red Guards (groups of youths who banded themselves together) encouraged all the youth in China 
to criticize those who Mao deemed untrustworthy with regards to the direction he wanted China to 
take. No-one was safe from criticism: writers, economists and anyone associated with the man Mao 
considered his main rival – Liu Shao-chi. Anyone who was deemed to have developed a superior 
attitude was considered an enemy of the party and people. 

Mao deliberately set out to create a cult for himself and to purge the Chinese Communist Party of 
anyone who did not fully support Mao. His main selling point was a desire to create a China which 
had peasants, workers and educated people working together – no-one was better than anyone else 
and all working for the good of China – a classless society. 

However, the enthusiasm of the Red Guards nearly pushed China into social turmoil. Schools and 
colleges were closed and the economy started to suffer. Groups of Red Guards fought Red Guards 
as each separate unit believed that it knew best how China should proceed. In some areas the 
activities of the Red Guard got out of hand. They turned their anger on foreigners and foreign 
embassies got attacked. The British Embassy was burned down completely. 

The looming chaos was only checked when Zhou Enlai urged for a return to normality. He had been 
one of the leading members of the Chinese Communist Party to encourage all party members to 
submit themselves to criticism but he quickly realized that the experiment that was the Cultural 
Revolution had got out of hand and was spiraling out of control. 

In October 1968, Liu Shao-chi was expelled from the party and this is generally seen by historians as 
the end of the Cultural Revolution. Mao had witnessed the removal of a potential rival in the party 
and therefore saw no need for the Cultural Revolution to continue. However some Historians date 
the end of the Cultural Revolution as 1976 as considerably unrest and persecution of ‘capitalist 
roaders’ continued right up until (and beyond) the death of Mao. 



Questions: 

1. What was Mao’s motivation for starting the Cultural Revolution? 
 
 
 

2. Who gave a speech in 1965 that could be seen as the beginning of the Cultural Revolution? 
 
 
 

3. The actions of which Russia leader made Mao nervous? 
 
 
 

4. What and who were the ‘Red Guards’? 
 
 
 
 

5. Who was considered by Mao to be his main rival for power? 
 
 
 

6. What were closed as a result of the Cultural Revolution? 
 

 



The
Cold War

Begins



The Ideological Struggle

Soviet & 
Eastern Bloc 

Nations
[“Iron Curtain”]

US & the 
Western 

Democracies

GOAL  spread world-
wide Communism

GOAL  “Containment”
of Communism & the 
eventual collapse of the 
Communist world.
[George Kennan]METHODOLOGIES:

 Espionage [KGB vs. CIA]

 Arms Race [nuclear escalation]

 Ideological Competition for the minds and hearts 
of Third World peoples [Communist govt. & 
command economy vs. democratic govt. & capitalist 
economy]  “proxy wars”

 Bi-Polarization of Europe [NATO vs. Warsaw Pact]



The “Iron Curtain”

From Stettin in the Balkans, to Trieste in the 
Adriatic, an iron curtain has descended across the 
Continent.  Behind that line lies the ancient 
capitals of Central and Eastern Europe.

-- Sir Winston Churchill, 1946



Truman Doctrine [1947]

1. Civil War in Greece.

2. Turkey under pressure from the 
USSR for concessions in the 
Dardanelles.

3. The U. S. should support free 
peoples throughout the world who 
were resisting takeovers by armed 
minorities or outside pressures…We 
must assist free peoples to work out 
their own destinies in their own way.

4. The U.S. gave Greece & Turkey 
$400 million in aid.



Marshall Plan [1948]

1. “European Recovery 
Program.”

2. Secretary of State, 
George Marshall

3. The U. S. should provide 
aid to all European nations 
that need it.  This move 
is not against any country or doctrine, 
but against hunger, poverty, desperation, 
and chaos.

4. $12.5 billion of US aid to Western 
Europe extended to Eastern Europe & 
USSR, [but this was rejected].



Berlin Blockade & Airlift 
(1948 -49)



Post -War Germany



The U.S.S.R. tried to force the U.S, British, 
and French to leave Berlin.  The Soviets cut 
off all land transportation into West Berlin and 
threatened to shoot down any aircraft.



Western Allies organized the Berlin airlift 
to carry supplies to the people of West 
Berlin. 
Aircrews from the United States Air Force, 
the British Royal Air Force, the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, the Royal Australian 
Air Force, the Royal New Zealand Air 
Force, and the South African Air Force 
flew over 200,000 flights in one year, 
providing to the Berliners up to 8,893 tons 
of necessities each day. At times the 
aircrews participating in the operation 
were landing 3 minutes apart.



By the spring of 1949 the airlift 
was clearly succeeding, and by 
April it was delivering more cargo 
than had previously been 
transported into the city by rail. 
On 12 May 1949, the USSR lifted 
the blockade of West Berlin. 



"Operation Little Vittles"
Gail Halvorsen, one of the many Airlift pilots, decided to use his off 
time to fly into Berlin and make movies with his hand-held camera.  
As a goodwill gesture, he handed out his only two sticks 
of Wrigley's Doublemint Gum, and promised that the next time he 
returned he would drop off more. Before he left them, a child asked 
him how they would know it was him flying over, and he replied, "I'll 
wiggle my wings."
The next day, on his approach to Berlin, he rocked the aircraft and 
dropped some chocolate bars attached to a handkerchief 
parachute to the children waiting below. Every day after that the 
number of children increased and he made several more drops. 
Soon there was a stack of mail in Base Ops. 
Major General William H. Tunner expanded it 
into "Operation Little Vittles".   Other pilots 
participated, and when news reached the US, 
children all over the country sent in their own 
candy to help out. Soon, the major 
manufacturers joined in. In the end, over 
twenty three tons of candy were dropped on 
Berlin.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Gail-halvorsen-wiggly-wings.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Gail-halvorsen-wiggly-wings.jpg


•Soviets detonate 
their first atomic 
bomb….. Becomes A 
2nd Nuclear Power!

•China Becomes 
Communist– A 2nd }
Power!



 

Name:__________________________ Date: ______ Period: ____ 
 

Unit #11 The Cold War 

The Berlin Blockade and Airlift 
After World War II, Germany was divided into four zones, each controlled by one of the Allies—the United States, the 
Soviet Union, Great Britain, and France. The German capital, Berlin, was likewise divided into four occupied sectors. 

In June 1948 the Soviets blocked land and water supply routes to the American, British, and French sectors of 
Berlin—leaving 2 million inhabitants without food or fuel for heating. The Western powers responded by launching a 
massive effort to transport vital necessities by plane, over the blockade. 

Planes flew around the clock, through air corridors between Berlin and the German cities of Frankfurt, 
Hannover, and Hamburg. (A corridor is restricted airspace for the passage of aircraft.) In the face of such Allied 
determination, the Soviets lifted the Berlin Blockade in May 1949. By that time, nearly 280,000 flights had delivered 
more than 2 million tons of goods, including much-needed coal and food, to the Western-held sectors of Berlin. 

 
 

ANALYZING MAPS 

1. Region Which region of postwar Germany, eastern or western, was occupied by the United States, Great Britain, 

and France? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Region Which region of postwar Germany, eastern or western, was occupied by the Soviet Union? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Location In which occupation zone of postwar Germany was Berlin located? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Movement In which direction, east to west or west to east, were supplies airlifted to Berlin? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
 

1) The Berlin Wall divided the city into _____________ and ______________. 
 

2) The Berlin Wall was built to _________________________________________________________. 
 

3) Nearly _______ people were ___________ trying to _____________________________________. 
 
 
 



 
 

1) What was the Iron Curtain? 
 
 

2) What did border guards do to people caught trying to escape? 
 
 

3) Why did the wall come down in 1989? 
 
 
 
 
 

4) The Berlin wall went from a symbol of __________________ to a symbol of ____________________. 
 



The
Cold War
Gets Hot



The Korean War:  A “Police 
Action” (1950 -1953)

Syngman Rhee –
South Korea

Kim Il-Sung –
North Korea

“Domino Theory”

North Korea invades South Korea. –
N.K. supported by USSR & China. S.K. 
supported by USA & United Nations



The Suez Crisis:  1956 -1957

Egypt Closes Suez Canal. Great Britain, 
France, and Israel attack to reopen it.



The Hungarian Uprising:  1956

Imre Nagy, Hungarian
Prime Minister

} Promised free 
elections.

} This could lead to the 
end of communist rule 
in Hungary.

Violently put down by Soviet troops



U-2 Spy Incident (1960)

Col. Francis Gary 
Powers’ plane was 

shot down over Soviet 
airspace.



The Berlin Wall Goes Up (1961)

Checkpoint
Charlie

Separated 
East & West 

Berlin





“ Ich bin ein Berliner!”
(1963)

President Kennedy tells Berliners 
that the West is with them!



Khruschev Embraces Castro,
1961



Bay of Pigs Debacle (1961)

American 
supported 
invasion 
of Cuba 
failed.



Cuban Missile Crisis (1962)



Cuban Missile Crisis (1962)

USSR tried to 
put nuclear 
missiles in 
Cuba.  USA 
navy blockade 
caused USSR to 
back down.
World came 
close to nuclear 
war.



Cuban Missile Crisis (1962)

We went eyeball-to-eyeball with the 
Russians, and the other man blinked!



Vietnam War: 1965 -1973



“Prague Spring” (1968)

Former Czech President, 
Alexander Dubček

Communism with a human face!



“Prague Spring” Dashed!

Dissidents/playwrights arrested [like 
Vaclav Havel—future president of a free 

Czech Republic].



End of The
Cold War



The general easing of tensions 
between the Soviet Union and the 
United States.

Began in 1969, as a foreign policy 
of U.S. presidents Richard Nixon 
and Gerald Ford called détente; a 
'thawing out' or 'un-freezing' period 
in the Cold War. 

Détente



The Slow Thaw
•Better relations between communists 
countries and the US began with 
President Richard Nixon.  In his “only 
Nixon could go to China” trip (1972), 
•Nixon was the first US president to visit  
that communist country. 



Strategic Arms Treaties
•SALT I (Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty) (1972) -
froze the number of ballistic missile launchers, SALT I 
was the first effort between US/USSR to stop increase 
nuclear weapons.

•SALT II (1979) - reduced manufacture of nuclear 
weapons.  SALT II was the first nuclear treaty seeking 
real reductions in strategic forces

•START I (1991) - Reduced and Limited Strategic 
Offensive Arms. START I was the largest and most 
complex arms control treaty in history.

Nixon and Brezhnev toast the SALT I treaty. Carter and Brezhnev sign the SALT II treaty.



Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan
• In 1978, the USSR invaded Afghanistan and tried 
to set up a friendly government.

• It became the USSR’s Vietnam, a long war with no 
clear victory possible and many casualties and 
high costs.

• The US supported the Afghani rebels known as 
the mujahedeen.

• In 1989 the Soviets finally withdrew.  Islamic 
extremists used the opportunity to take over the 
country.

• Weakened the Soviet’s economy & morale.



Reagan’s Star Wars Interrupts Thaw

•The Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI) was a 
proposal by President Reagan on in 1983 to 
use ground and space-based systems to 
protect the US from attack by nuclear 
ballistic missiles. It focused on strategic 
defense rather than doctrine of mutual 
assured destruction (MAD). It was quickly 
nicknamed “Star Wars.”



Mikhail Gorbachev
•Became Soviet premier 
(1985) 
•Understands that the 
Soviet economy could not 
compete with the West, 
because of Afghanistan 
and the costs of keeping up 
militarily.
• Gorbachev recognized 
there was increasing unrest 
in the USSR.
•Gorbachev was further 
pressured to reform the 
USSR when Reagan gave 
his speech in Germany 
challenging Gorbachev to 
“tear down this wall.”

Soviet Premier Mikhail 
Gorbachev



Chernobyl
1986 – Worst nuclear disaster in history.



Glasnost and Perestroika

A Soviet policy that called for 
increased openness and 
transparency in government 
institutions and activities in 
the Soviet Union. 

Introduced by Mikhail 
Gorbachev in 1985
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The Berlin Wall Falls, 1989
• A wave of rebellion against Soviet influence 

occurs throughout its European allies.
• Poland’s Solidarity movement breaks the  
Soviet hold on that country

• Hungary removed its border restrictions with 
Austria.

• Riots and protests break out in East Germany.
• East Germans storm the wall. Confused and 

outnumbered, border guards do not fight 
back.

• The wall is breached.
• Eventually East and West Germany are 

reunited in 1990. 



The USSR Dissolves (1991)
• On December 21, 1991, 
the presidents of Russia, 
Ukraine and Belarus 
declared the USSR 
dissolved and established 
the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS). 
• On December 25, 1991, 
Gorbachev yielded as the 
president of the USSR, and 
turned his powers over to 
Boris Yeltsin, president of 
Russia. 
•The Supreme Soviet, the 
highest governmental body 
of the Soviet Union, 
dissolved itself. 



 

Name:__________________________ Date: ______ Period: ____ 

 World History 
Unit #13 The Cold War 

The Cuban Missile Crisis 

 



 

 
 

What events led up to the Cuban Missile Crisis?    
 
 
 
 
How did these events contribute to the crisis? 
 
 
 
Do you think Cuba was justified in allowing nuclear missiles in Cuba? Explain your answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you think the Soviet Union was justified in placing nuclear missiles in Cuba? Explain your answer. 
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