
 

Name:______________________________ Date: ________ 
 

U.S. History 
The New Frontier and Vietnam 

Making Connections 
 

Directions: Write one or two sentences that show how the terms in each group are 
related.  Be sure to use each term in your sentence(s). 
 

Terms Group How They’re Connected 
 
 
 

John F. Kennedy 
Lee Harvey Oswald 

Jack Ruby 

 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Lyndon B. Johnson 
War on Poverty 
Great Society 

 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

Lyndon B. Johnson 
TET Offensive 
Credibility Gap 

 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
Vietnam War Protests 
Kent State University 

National Guard 

 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

Richard Nixon 
Ho Chi Minh Trail 

Cambodia 

 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Terms Group How They’re Connected 
 
 

 

John F. Kennedy 
Peace Corps 

Federal Aid to Education 
 

 

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
John F. Kennedy 

NASA 
Moon Landing 

 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

Miranda v. Arizona 
Gideon v. Wainwright 
Hernandez v. Texas 

 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

Lyndon B. Johnson 
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution 

War Powers Act 

 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Woodstock 
Hippies 

Counter-Culture 
Peace 

 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

 
Lyndon Johnson 

Voting Rights Act of 1965 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 

 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

 



 

Name:______________________________ Date: ________ 
 

U.S. History 
Unit #12                                Vietnam and the 1960s 

Vietnam War 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 ____________________ 

 

 ____________________ 

 

 ____________________ 

 

 ____________________ 

 

 ____________________ 

 

 ____________________ 

 

 

 Vietnam is divided  
 

 __________ & _________ 
 

 _________ received aid  
 

 from _____________ 
 

 _________ received aid  
 

 from _____________ 

 

 Communists living  
 

 in_________________,  
 

 

 Supported by_______.  
 

 ___________________ 
 

 ___________________ 
 

 Favors those  
 

 ___________________ 
 

 

 ____________________ 

 

 ____________________ 

 

 ____________________ 

 

 ____________________ 

 

 ____________________ 

 

 ____________________ 

 

 

 N. Vietnamese attack  
 

________________________ 

 

 Resolution allows the 

President 
 

“______________________ 

 

_______________________” 

 

 

 ___________________ 

 

 ___________________ 

 

 ___________________ 

 

 ___________________ 
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 ___________________

_ 

 

 

 War Powers Act 

o _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 

o _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 
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Key figures in the Vietnam War

Ho Chi Minh William Westmoreland Lyndon B. Johnson

American commander in South Vietnam who told people in the media that the United States was close to winning the war, even though it wasn’t

American commander 

in Vietnam who told 

American people that 

we were close to 

winning the war, even 

though we weren’t

President of North 

Vietnam who led 

the efforts to defeat 

South Vietnam, 

hero to most 

Vietnamese

President during 

much of Vietnam 

War; greatly 

escalated the U.S. 

soldier involvement 

in the conflict 

http://www.facade.com/celebrity/photo/Ho_Chi_Minh.jpg
http://www.facade.com/celebrity/photo/Ho_Chi_Minh.jpg


Key figures in the Vietnam War

Robert McNamara Richard Nixon Ngo Dinh Diem

U.S. Secretary of 

Defense during the 

Vietnam War who 

made the American 

public feel like we 

were winning the war 

President of South 

Vietnam who whose 

corruption and 

harsh standards led 

numerous people to 

turn to the Vietcong 

President of the 

United States 

during the latter 

part of the 

Vietnam War



Vietnam in the ’50s

Southeast Asia (aka: French Indochina)

Following World War II, the 

French controlled southeast 

Asia (known as Indochina)

Ho Chi Minh led a revolt 

against the French to gain 

independence for Vietnam

By 1954, the French fell to the 

Vietminh and they withdrew 

from Indochina, leaving 

Vietnam a divided country



Domino Theory

The Domino Theory was the belief that if 

one country fell to communism, the other 

Southeast Asian nations would eventually 

fall to communism as well



This map from an American 

magazine published 14th 

November 1950 shows how 

much they feared the 

spread of Communism in 

the Far East.



South Vietnam problems

A Buddhist monk commits suicide in protest to the 

harsh policies of the S. Vietnamese government

The people of South Vietnam hated 

South Vietnamese president Ngo Dinh 

Diem. He was corrupt and did not 

govern in the best interest of the citizens.

Diem was disliked because 

he discriminated against the 

Buddhist population

Some Buddhist monks 

protested Diem’s rule by 

setting themselves on fire



Gulf of Tonkin Incident 

USS Maddox

In August of 1964, Pres. Johnson 

announced that North Vietnam 

ships had fired on two American 

destroyers in the Gulf of Tonkin

Johnson insisted that the 

North Vietnamese attack 

was unprovoked and 

responded by ordering 

American airplanes to attack 

North Vietnam



Gulf of Tonkin Resolution

When, in August of 

1964, Congress passed 

the Gulf of Tonkin 

Resolution, Congress 

handed over war 

powers to the president 

After accusing N. 

Vietnam of attacking the 

U.S., Johnson asked 

Congress to give him the 

authorization to use force 

to defend American forces

The President had the power to 

send U.S. troops into battle 

without a declaration of war



Operation Rolling Thunder
The U.S. bombing campaign 

conducted against the North 

Vietnam from 1965 until 1968

The three-year assault was 

intended to get North 

Vietnam to stop supporting 

South Vietnamese guerrillas
Operation 

became most 

intense 

air/ground battle 

waged during 

the Cold War



Vietcong
Guerrilla army based in 

South Vietnam (also 

known as the NLF) that 

fought the U.S. and South 

Vietnamese governments 

during the Vietnam War

The Vietcong were South 

Vietnamese communists

who fought for Vietnamese 

unification on the side of the 

North Vietnamese



Vietcong Advantages
 They were familiar with 

the landscape (rivers, 

lakes, etc.)

 They could find a safe 

haven in Cambodia, 

Laos or South Vietnam

 They could often count 

on the support of the 

local population
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Draft Lottery Begins
December 1st, 1969

Many Americans 

who were against the 

war believed the 

United States had an 

unfair draft system

Minorities made up 

a large percentage 

of soldiers in 

Vietnam. As the war 

continued, more 

people were drafted



The Draft

Minorities made up a large percentage of  
soldiers in Vietnam. As the war continued, 

more people were drafted



The Draft

Many men refused to go into the military. As a 
sign of  protest, many burned their draft cards 

or dodged the draft by leaving the country



Some folks are born made to wave the flag,

ooh, they're red, white and blue.

And when the band plays "Hail To The Chief",

oh, they point the cannon at you, Lord,

It ain't me, it ain't me,

I ain't no senator's son,

It ain't me, it ain't me,

I ain't no fortunate one, no,

Some folks are born silver spoon in hand,

Lord, don't they help themselves? oh.

But when the taxman come to the door,

Lord, the house look a like a rummage sale, yes,

Fortunate Son (CCR)



It ain't me, it ain't me,

I ain't no millionaire's son, no, no.

It ain't me, it ain't me,

I ain't no fortunate one, no.

Yeh, some folks inherit star spangled eyes,

ooh, they send you down to war, Lord,

And when you ask them, how much should we give, 

oh, they only answer, more, more, more, yoh,

It ain't me, it ain't me,

I ain't no military son, SON, NO

It ain't me, it ain't me,

I ain't no fortunate one, NO NO

It ain't me, it ain't me,

I ain't no fortunate one, no no no,

It ain't me, it ain't me,

I ain't no fortunate son, son son son
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Kent State Massacre
May 4, 1970

In April of 1970, 

President Nixon 

announced that 

American troops had 

invaded Cambodia

Anti-war protestors 

saw this as an 

escalation of the war, 

sparking violent 

protests on college 

campuses

At Kent State University in Ohio, protestors became violent. The 

Ohio National Guard was called in and fired upon the student 

demonstrators, killing four students



Tin soldiers and Nixon's comin'.

We're finally on our own.

This summer I hear the drummin'.

Four dead in Ohio.

Na, na, na, na, na, na, na, na.

Na, na, na, na, na, na, na, na.

Na, na, na, na, na, na, na, na.

Na, na, na, na, na, na, na, na.

Ohio (Neil Young)

Gotta get down to it.

Soldiers are gunning us down.

Should have been done long ago.

What if you knew her and

Found her dead on the ground?

How can you run when you know?



Gotta get down to it.

Soldiers are cutting us down.

Should have been done long ago.

What if you knew her and

Found her dead on the ground?

How can you run when you know?

Four dead in Ohio.

Four dead in Ohio.

Four dead in Ohio.

Four dead in Ohio.

Four dead in Ohio.

Four dead in Ohio.

Four dead in Ohio.

Four dead in Ohio.

Four dead in Ohio.

Four dead in Ohio.

Tin soldiers and Nixon's comin'.

We're finally on our own.

This summer I hear the drummin'.























http://people.howstuffworks.com/protesting-pictures.htm
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Television impact on war

Television coverage from Vietnam  brought 
the war into many peoples living rooms and 
helped to turn many people against the war



Television impact on war

When CBS anchorman Walter Cronkite said 
following the Tet Offensive that the war was 
unwinnable, most Americans believed him



Anti-War Protests Escalate

As the Vietnam conflict dragged on into the 
1970s, more and more Americans called for 

the U.S. to get out of  Vietnam

























26th Amendment ratified

President Nixon signs the 26th Amendment 

guaranteeing the right to vote for people over 18.

Anger over the draft led to 

debates about the voting age. 

Demonstrators help public 

rallies and marches.

The average age of a 

American soldier in Vietnam 

was 19. Because you had to 

be 21 to vote, many people 

called for changes in voting 

laws, saying that if you’re old 

enough to fight in war, you 

should be old enough to vote.

In 1971, the 26th

Amendment was ratified, 

lowered the legal voting 

age from 21 to 18 



26th Amendment ratified
During the Vietnam 

War, the average age 
of  U.S. soldier was 19

Most soldiers were old 
enough to fight, but not 

old enough to vote

Anger over the draft led to 
numerous protests
The 26th Amendment lowered 
the voting age from 21 to 18
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Tet Offensive

After the Tet Offensive, many Americans began 
to question whether we should be in Vietnam. 

Many Americans felt the nation had been 
deceived by the government, creating what 

was known as…



Tet Offensive
January 30 – June 8, 1968

In early 1968, 

the Vietcong 

and the North 

Vietnamese 

launched a 

surprise attack 

on the South 

during the Tet, 

which is the 

Vietnamese 

New Year
A Vietcong agent is shot during the Tet Offensive



Tet Offensive

The Tet Offensive in 1968 was a surprise attack 

by the Vietcong throughout South Vietnam 

While the Vietcong suffered 

heavy losses, it was a major 

political victory for the Vietcong

Tet was the turning point in 

the war and showed that 

the U.S. was  nowhere close 

to winning the war

http://www.barking-moonbat.com/images/uploads/hue.jpg
http://www.barking-moonbat.com/images/uploads/hue.jpg




Credibility Gap

William Westmoreland Robert McNamara

Opposition to the 

Vietnam War grew 

in the United States 

in the late 1960s

Many Americans 

were suspicious of 

the government’s 

truthfulness about 

the war

Many Americans believed a credibility gap had 

developed (people lost trust in what the 

government was telling them)



My Lai Massacre
March 16th, 1968

Unidentified Vietnamese man and child killed by US soldiers

A village set afire during the My Lai Massacre

American platoon had massacred 

more than 200 South Vietnamese 

civilians who they thought were 

members of the Vietcong in a 

village called My Lai

Most of the victims were old 

men, women and children

My Lai massacre increased 

feelings among many 

Americans that the war was 

brutal and senseless

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4d/Deadmanandchild.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4d/Deadmanandchild.jpg


LBJ Quits

"I shall not seek, and I will not accept the nomination of my party for 

another term as your President." March 31, 1968

Johnson refuses to run for re-
election in the Election of  1968



Election of 1968

"I shall not seek, and I will not accept the nomination of my party for 

another term as your President." March 31, 1968

Johnson refuses to 

run for re-election

After Johnson refused to run for 

re-election and Bobby Kennedy 

was assassinated, the Democrats 

ended up choosing LBJ’s vice-

president, Hubert Humphrey, as 

their presidential candidate

Republicans nominate former 

vice-president Richard Nixon, 

who lost to JFK in 1960



Election of 1968

Republicans nominate former vice-
president Richard Nixon as their candidate

Nixon makes a campaign promise to get 
the United States out of  the Vietnam War



Election of 1968

At the Democratic Convention in Chicago in 
1968, Democrats choose vice-president 

Hubert Humphrey as their candidate

But the biggest news was the rioting 
outside the convention when police beat 

hundreds of  protestors



Election of 1968
Nixon becomes president!



Ho Chi Minh Trail

Red line indicates Ho Chi Minh 

Trail through Laos and Cambodia

A look at the Ho Chi Minh Trail from road level, with 

camouflaged convoy truck approaching. 

Path that ran from North Vietnam to 

South Vietnam through Laos and 

Cambodia system providing manpower 

and weapons to the Vietcong



Nixon Invades Cambodia

In April of  1970, President Nixon announced 
that American troops had invaded Cambodia



Nixon Invades Cambodia

Anti-war protestors saw this as an escalation 
of  the war, sparking violent protests on 

college campuses



Vietnamization

Vietnamization called for a 
gradual withdrawal of  

American troops as South 
Vietnamese took more control

Even though the U.S. had begun cutting back its 
involvement in the Vietnam War, the American home 

front remained divided and volatile as Nixon’s war 
policies stirred up new waves of protest



U.S. pulls out of Vietnam
In January of 1973, North and South Vietnamese 

reach a cease-fire agreement; by 1975, the United 

States withdraws all of its people from Vietnam



War Powers Act (1973)

Law was an attempt to set 

limits on the power of the 

president during wartime

Required the 

president to inform 

Congress of any 

commitment of 

troops with 48 hours



The Pentagon Papers
In 1971, a former Defense Department 

worker leaked what were known as the 

Pentagon Papers to the New York 

Times

The documents 

showed how various 

administrations 

deceived Congress, 

the media, and the 

public about how the 

war was going

The government 

had not been 

honest with the 

American people
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