OFFICE OF THE

SUPERINTENDENT

MR. ApOLFO PENA, JR., SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

June 23, 2021

To Students, Parents, and Staff of Rio Grande City Grulla ISD:

As of June 3rd, 2021, Texas Education Agency has revised guidance for the upcoming school
year. While the state recognizes the district’s incredible efforts to support our students and
staff during the COVID-19 pandemic, the state will require districts to implement various
student priorities to address student learning loss and social-emotional learning (SEL). In
addition, Governor Greg Abbott released Executive Order No. GA-36, which relates to the
prohibition of governmental entities to include school districts in the state of Texas from
mandating face coverings, and effective June 5th, this change no longer allows districts to
enforce the wearing of face masks in school facilities. However, Rio Grande City Grulla ISD
remains committed to our district family and will encourage and highly recommend the usage
of face coverings for all students, employees, and visitors but will not make it mandatory.

In the upcoming school year, Texas schools will be required to offer in-person instruction to all
students. State law prior to COVID allowed for up to eight full-time virtual campuses offering
grades 3-12 and allowed for remote instruction to be delivered at any school as long as at least
half of the instruction received during each day was in person. That law continues to remain in
force moving forward. Because the district received ESSER Il funding to safely reopen schools
and sustain their operations, virtual instruction WILL NOT be an option for the 2021-22 school
year.

Rio Grande City Grulla ISD will work collectively with all stakeholders to ensure we have a safe
return to school for all students, staff, and the entire district family for the 2021 - 2022 school
year. In addition, the district will have optional access to COVID-19 screening, testing, and
optional COVID-19 vaccinations to eligible students and educators in partnership with local
health providers. We want to reassure parents that all operating procedures will continue to
meet CDC safety guidelines and meet COVID -19 guidelines for public schools as required by
TEA.

Rio Grande City Grulla ISD will also require school uniforms this school year and provide
students with school supplies. However, specific courses or content areas may require
additional materials/supplies.

We remain committed to the entire Rio Grande City Grulla ISD community, and we look
forward to a rewarding school year.


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vQRY4DbIcjhemBnxBBxH_Q_br2DVClEZKmodYW4zBgkQ_f7lTvYCJiigkQxDZpetBZdgmURT45TjwRC/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
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Para estudiantes, padres y personal de Rio Grande City Grulla ISD:

A partir del 3 de junio de 2021, la Agencia de Educacion de Texas ha revisado la guia para el
proximo ano escolar. Si bien el estado reconoce los increibles esfuerzos del distrito para
apoyar a nuestros estudiantes y personal durante la pandemia de COVID-19, el estado
requerira que los distritos implementen varias prioridades estudiantiles destinadas a abordar
la pérdida de aprendizaje de los estudiantes y el aprendizaje socioemocional (SEL). Ademas, el
gobernador Creg Abbott ha liberado la Orden Ejecutiva No. GA-36, que se refiere a la
prohibicién de entidades gubernamentales para incluir los distritos escolares en el estado de
Texas que obliga el uso de mascaras. Desde el 5 de junioeste cambio ya no permite a los
distritos hacer cumplir el uso de mascaras en las instalaciones escolares. Sin embargo, Rio
Grande City Grulla ISD sigue comprometido con la familia de nuestro distrito, alentara y
recomendara el uso de mascaras para todos los estudiantes, empleados y visitantes, pero no
lo hara obligatorio.

En el proximo ano escolar, las escuelas de Texas deberan ofrecer instruccion en persona a
todos los estudiantes. La ley estatal anterior a COVID permitia hasta ocho campus virtuales de
tiempo completo que ofrecian los grados 3-12 'y permitia que la instruccion remota se
impartiera en cualquier escuela siempre que al menos la mitad de la instruccion recibida
durante cada dia fuera en persona. Esa ley sigue vigente en el futuro. Debido a que el distrito
recibié fondos ESSER Il destinados a reabrir escuelas de manera segura y mantener sus
operaciones seguras, la instruccién virtual NO SERA una opcién para el afo escolar 2021-22.

Rio Grande City Grulla ISD trabajara colectivamente con todas las partes interesadas para
garantizar un regreso seguro a la escuela para todos los estudiantes, el personal y toda la
familia del distrito para el ano escolar 2021-2022. Ademas, el distrito tendra acceso opcional a
examenes de deteccion, pruebas y vacunas COVID-19 opcionales para estudiantes y
educadores elegibles en asociacion con proveedores de salud locales. Queremos asegurarles
a los padres que todos los procedimientos operativos continuaran cumpliendo con las pautas
de seguridad de los CDCy con las pautas de COVID -19 para las escuelas publicas como lo
requiere la TEA.

Rio Grande City Grulla ISD también requerira uniformes escolares este ano escolary
proporcionara Utiles escolares a los estudiantes. Sin embargo, ciertos cursos o areas de
contenido pueden requerir materiales / suministros adicionales.

Seguimos comprometidos con toda la comunidad de Rio Grande City Grulla ISD y esperamos
un ano escolar gratificante.


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vQRY4DbIcjhemBnxBBxH_Q_br2DVClEZKmodYW4zBgkQ_f7lTvYCJiigkQxDZpetBZdgmURT45TjwRC/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000

