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PHILOSOPHY 

I believe that every student can succeed with consistent work habits and the cooperative efforts of classmates and 
teachers. I also believe that every person is responsible for his or her actions and will be held accountable. Success is a reward 
determined by the student. A variety of learning methods, with organization and perseverance can lead to an understanding of the 
subject and the ability to solve problems and self-educate in the future. Projects give meaning to the learning process. Quizzes and 
tests are tools for learning. Math is fun! My outlet is that every student not only understands Math but also enjoys the process. 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Algebra I further develops important mathematical ideas and techniques introduced in Grades K-8, the basic 
understandings of number, operation, and quantitative reasoning; patterns, relationships, and algebraic thinking. Students will 
continue to build on this foundation as they expand their understanding through other mathematical experiences. 

Students will develop their algebraic thinking and symbolic reasoning. Symbolic reasoning plays a critical role in algebra; 
symbols provide powerful ways to represent mathematical situations and to express generalizations. Students will learn function 
concepts. A function is a fundamental mathematical concept; it expresses a special kind of relationship between two quantities. 
Students use functions to determine one quantity from another, to represent and model problem situations, and to analyze and 
interpret relationships. Students will explore the relationship between equations and functions. Equations and inequalities arise as a 
way of asking and answering questions involving functional relationships. Students work in many situations to set up equations and 
inequalities and use a variety of methods to solve them. Students will learn to use tools for algebraic thinking. Techniques for 
working with functions and equations are essential in understanding underlying relationships. Students use a variety of 
representations (concrete, pictorial, numerical, symbolic, graphical, and verbal), tools, and technology (including, but not limited to, 
calculators with graphing capabilities, data collection devices, and computers) to model mathematical situations to solve meaningful 
problems. Students will learn the underlying mathematical processes. As they do mathematics, students continually use problem-
solving, language and communication, and reasoning (justification and proof) to make connections within and outside mathematics. 

  

CURRICULUM: 
Agile Mind 
http://riogrande.agilemind.com 
Text Book 
Algebra 1, Pearson, Publisher 
 

CLASS NECESSITIES: 
For this class you will need all of the following materials each day: 

 Binder 

 Loose-leaf, college ruled paper 

 Pencils 

 ONE of the following: Kleenex, Hand Sanitizer, Box of Pencils. (These are to be used throughout the school year.) 
 
Students will require online access, since our curriculum is based on Agile Mind (URL:  riogrande.agilemind.com).  Students will be 
given an individual username and password to log on to the website.  Students will be expected to clock in a certain number of hours 
on Agile Mind, as set forth by the teacher.  Students may also be expected to complete assignments and quizzes online.  Students 
may access material from a home computer or after school at the computer lab.   
 
Because of the nature of the course material, students may benefit from using a graphing calculator to complete their assignments 
at home.  These do not necessarily have to be purchased, as graphing calculators are available during class and after school during 
tutorials.   
 

 
 
 

http://riogrande.agilemind.com/
http://riogrande.agilemind.com/


 

CLASS EXPECTATIONS: 
Students are expected to be respectful of our school, other students, faculty, and staff.  Students are also expected to be honest and 
assist in maintaining a positive, productive, and prosperous learning environment at all times. 

1. Come prepared daily: Bring all classroom materials and actively participate in classroom activities/discussions in a respectful 
and professional manner. 

2. Respect other people and their property.  
3. Always read and follow directions exactly as stated.  
4. Electronic devices (cell phones, iPods, cameras, etc.) are not allowed in campus unless permission is given by the teacher 

for use on an assignment. 
Offenses are, but certainly are not limited to: 

1. Classroom disturbances 
2. Classroom tardiness 
3. Cheating and lying 
4. Disrespect to teachers, other students, or the school 
5. Failure to do assignments or carrying out directions as instructed 

 
 

CLASS PROCEDURES  
In order to maintain an environment for SUCCESS, we will follow the following classroom procedures: 

1. Collect all materials from materials table prior to taking a seat. 
2.  Be quiet when the teacher is talking and raise your hand if you need something. 
3.  Be quiet during independent practice, quizzes, and tests. 
4.  Be seated during the entire class until the bell rings unless told otherwise. 
5.  Be respectful of everyone in the class and follow instructions. 

 
Consequences: 

1. Warning                     
2. Phone call to parent/guardian  
3. Disciplinary Referral 

 
Consequences for these offenses are at the discretion of the teacher and based on the model in the student handbook. 

 

  
TARDY 

If you are late to class, you will enter quietly and take your seat. If you have a note, hand it to me first. Unexcused tardy will be 
recorded every time. I will not excuse you if you do not have a note from the office or another teacher. 
Consequences: 
1. Warning                      
2. Phone call to parent/guardian 
3. Disciplinary Referral 
 
 

TUTORIALS  
 Students are required to bring their notes over the topic they need help on to tutorials. If you are retaking or making up 

quizzes or tests you should have notes plus any or all homework relating to the assessment including test reviews. 
 Tutorials start in October and my dates and availability will be announced. 

 

GRADING POLICY  
Assignments/Hwk 35% 
Binder      5% 
Quizzes   25% 
Participation  10% 
Six Weeks Exam  25% 
   ------- 
   100% 

 



 

HOMEWORK: 
Doing homework is critical to a student's success in math.  Homework is a large portion of a student's grade.  Students are required 
to show work on their papers in the form of calculations, pictures/graphs, organized tables, and/or written explanations.  All 
students are responsible to ensure their work is completed so that it is neat, legible, and turned in on time.  Collaboration is 
encouraged, while cheating is not!  Homework is an important part of the class. If a student doesn’t understand the homework, then 
they need to ask for help and receive clarification. 
Late Assignments 
All homework is due at the beginning of class, unless otherwise stated.  Work that is not fully completed when class starts is 
considered late. 

 
ASSIGNMENT EXPECTATIONS: 
All students are required to have the following information (full name, date, period, assignment) in the upper left corner of their 
paper to receive full credit.  Collaboration is encouraged, while cheating will be strictly punished.  Students caught cheating will 
receive a “0" on the assignment. 
 

CLASSROOM ASSESSMENTS: 
 Quizzes:  There will be pop quizzes throughout the semester that will be unannounced.  There may also be take-home 

quizzes and tests, which will be to be turned in the next day and graded based on correctness and demonstration of 
understanding. 

 Common Assessments: There will be an assessment every 6 weeks to check your progress on the material covered up to 
that point in the class.  These assessments are given department-wide. 

 
ABSENT POLICY 

 Students are responsible for getting notes from the class or classes they missed from another student or the teacher. 
 Students are responsible for all assignments/homework missed because of an absence.  If a student is absent on the 

assignment’s due date, they will be responsible for submitting it the following school day.  If an assignment is not turned in, 
it will receive no points. 

 If a student misses the day of the test, but was in class for the review he/she will be expected to take the test upon 
returning. Few exceptions are made for using class time for retakes and make-ups. A missing grade counts as zero, and it 
will be updated once the student makes up or retakes the test. 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE INSTRUCTOR: 
 You can expect me to be on time and prepared for class.  In the case of a substitute, detailed plans will be arranged to give 

you the opportunity to continue learning without interruption. 
 You can expect me to be honest about any mistakes that I make and to correct them as soon as I am made aware of them. 
 You can expect fair and equal access to the material that I will present in this class.  I will not allow any disrespect in the 

class. 
 You can expect your tests to be graded and returned in a reasonable amount of time. 

  
 

 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE STUDENT: 

 You are expected to read and abide by this syllabus and the student handbook and will be held accountable for all 
information contained in them. 

 You are expected to come to class on time prepared with all materials needed and all assignments completed. 
 You are expected to take notes over the material in this class and to read assignments carefully.  In the case of absence, it 

is YOUR responsibility to obtain any handouts and assignments missed and to complete them in a timely manner.  (See 
homework and make-up policy) 

 You are expected to seek help in class by asking questions when you do not understand a topic.  If further understanding is 
needed, you are expected to seek help through tutoring. If no attempt is made, I will have no sympathy and no choice but 
to give you the grade you deserve. 

 
 

BE READY! BE RESPECTFUL! BE RESPONSIBLE! 
LET’S HAVE A GREAT YEAR! 


