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6th Grade World Cultures 

Course Syllabus 
 

Contact Information:  

Jacqueline Abel 

abelj@hempsteadisd.org 

School#: (979) 826-2530 
 
*** If you would like to schedule a 
conference with me please email me or 
call the school and I will get back with 
you as soon as possible. The easiest 
way to contact me is via email. 

 

 

 

Course Description: 

In Grade 6, students will expand their knowledge and study people, places, and societies 

of the contemporary world.  Through a number of different activities, students will 

describe the influence of individuals and groups on historical and contemporary events 

and identify the locations and geographic characteristics of various societies throughout 

the world.  Students will identify different ways of organizing economic and 

governmental systems.  The concepts of limited and unlimited government are introduced 

and students describe the nature of citizenship in various societies.  Students will 

compare institutions common to all societies such as government, education, and 

religious institutions.  Finally, students will explain how the level of technology affects 

the development of the various societies and identify different points of view about 

events.   

 

Course Expectations:  

All students will be respectful of each other’s thoughts, opinions, and experiences. Disrespect 

of any kind will not be tolerated. I am an understanding teacher. If you have a problem, 

please talk with me (or email) at an appropriate time. All students are expected to be on time 

with student I.D visible, and ready to work and learn! 
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Course Outline: 

Unit 01: Thinking Like a Geographer: 

The World’s Geographic Patterns 

Unit 02: Freedom Week 

Unit 03: Freedom for All: The United 

States and Canada 

Unit 04: Legacy of Colonialism: Latin 

America 

Unit 05: We Are Family: Europe 

Unit 06: Empire and Ethnicity: Russia 

and the Eurasian Republics 

Unit 07: A Crossroads of Diffusion: 

Southwest Asia/North Africa 

Unit 08: Facing Challenges: Sub-Saharan 

Africa 

Unit 09: Unity and Division: South Asia 

Unit 10: Tradition in a Modernizing World: 

East and Southeast Asia 

Unit 11: Adapting Down Under: Pacific 

Realm

 

Class Materials: 

1 pkg wide rule notebook paper 

1 -1 ½” Three ringed binder 

1 package of dividers 

Blue and or black ink pens 

 

Grading Expectations: 

 Daily Grades:  A minimum of 18 daily grades will be taken each nine weeks and will 

count as 60 % of the final/total grade for the course. 

 Test Grades:  3-4 test grades will be taken each nine weeks and will count as 40% of the 

final/total grade for the course. 

 The standard grading scale will be in effect (see below) on most assignments, tests, and 

quizzes. Other assignments may have a specific grading rubric, which will be provided to 

students prior to the assignment’s due date. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

90-100 grade A 

80-89 grade B 

70-79 C 

65-69 grade D 

0-64 grade F 
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Standards Based Assessment Grading/Requirements   

Generally, Standards Based Assessments, when in the form of a test, will be broken into three 

sections: Historical Knowledge, Charts/Graphs/Maps, and Vocabulary. In order to pass the 

standard students must receive a score of 70% or higher in each individual section.    

 

If a student does not score a 70% or higher on their first attempt they will have another 

opportunity to retake the assessment and increase their score. If a student retakes the 

assessments the additional time and does not get a 70%, their highest attempted score will be 

recorded. 

 
Assignments: 

 Every assignment that I ask you to complete is important to your understanding of the 

concept and or skill we are studying.  As a result, it is expected that you will complete 

and turn in every assignment to the best of your ability.  

 Most assignments will be completed in class.  

 Homework will primarily consist of studying for tests and quizzes.  

 All homework assignments are due at the BEGINNING OF CLASS on the assigned date. 

Assignments turned in late will be subject to grade penalties. 

 If students are scheduled to be gone on a due date because of a prearranged absence (field 

trip, family business, etc.) assignments should be turned in PRIOR to the absence. 

 

Oral Presentations  

Students are encouraged to take part in class discussions.  Participation in these discussions 

will not only increase student involvement in class but will also increase students’ grades.  

Students should also be prepared to present information in front of the class. 

 
If You are Absent: 

Absence Policy: students missing school because of an excused absence have the number of 

days they were absent to get the work turned-in. Any assignment due the day of the absence 

will be due at the beginning of the class on the day of return. Tests/quizzes must be made up 

within two days of an absence or it becomes a zero in the grade book. Students are 

responsible for seeking out make-up assignment at an appropriate time (for both teacher and 

student). If an absence is unexcused, students will lose the opportunity to make up 

participation points. 

 If you have questions or need help, see me during tutorials, not during class.  

 Any handouts given out in class can almost always be found in the “Absent File” in our 

classroom.  
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Tutorials:  (Monday- Thursday 3:15 - 4:00 pm in Rm. 12) 
 Tutorials might be new to you, however, now that you are in middle school think of this 

as a great time after school to come see me to get help on an assignment, or just to have 

some quiet time in my room to work.  This is NOT a time to come visit or socialize with 

your friends.  

 If you need to meet with me at a time not listed above, please check with me. I am happy 

to work with your schedule! 
 

Movies and Video Clips   
During the year students may have the opportunity to view videos, movies, and news clips.  

All video content will be previewed by myself prior to student viewing and will be age-level 

appropriate.  The videos and movies will correlate to curriculum standards and will be used 

for analysis and/or comparison.  Any full-length movie will be PG-13 or below. 

 

Electronic Devices: 
HMS has a ‘No Electronic Devices’ policy.  If a student needs a computer for an assignment 

in class they will be provided with a Chrome Book.  Personal electronic devices must stay in 

your backpack at all times. 

 

Statement for Academic Dishonesty: 

Definition: Plagiarism is the use of another person’s words, ideas, or facts as if they were 

your own, without giving credit to the original source.  

Examples:   

 You are plagiarizing when you use information from another source without including 

proper documentation (e.g. citations and a list of works cited or a bibliography).   

 You are plagiarizing when you use more than three words in a sequence from 

someone else without giving credit to that source.    

 You are plagiarizing when you turn in another student’s work as your own or allow 

someone else to copy your work; this might include homework, tests, papers, or other 

assignments.  You are plagiarizing when you copy materials from sources such as the 

internet, books, or periodicals without introducing the material or using citations to 

show the beginning and end of the “borrowed” material.    

 You are plagiarizing when you paraphrase and/or simply change a few words without 

properly citing the source.  

 (Adapted from the OCTE pamphlet “What’s Plagiarism and How Can You Avoid It?”) 

Academic honesty is expected in this class.  Cheating will not be tolerated. Consequences may 

include:  reduction in grade on assignment, repeat assignment, no grade on assignment or others 

as deemed appropriate.  Academic dishonesty will be reported to a school administrator and a 

parent will be notified. 
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 I have read and understand the rules for Ms. Abel’s World Cultures class. 

Please complete and return this form acknowledging that you have reviewed the course 
syllabus, expectations and procedures.  In signing you agree to be accountable for the 
outlined guidelines.  

Student Name: (Printed) Student Signature with Date: 

Parent/Guardian Name: (Printed) Parent/Guardian Signature with Date: 

Preferred email address: Preferred phone number(s): 

 


