
Reaching a Milestone 
Spain picks up hoops win No. 400 at Hempstead HS 
 
A two-point, 56-54 win at Dimebox in mid-December improved the Hempstead boys’ basketball 

team to 6-1 on the young season and gave Bobby Spain his 400th career win in 18 years at 

Hempstead.  

"It was good for a couple of minutes to celebrate both wins after the (Dimebox) game with the 

team, but then it was time to get back to work," Spain, who is 408-245 at HHS, said after 

reaching the milestone. "For me, it is always about the kids."  

Getting back to work on the Bobcats' sidelines has been the norm since the coach took over the 

program in July 2002. But, Spain's career starts well before arriving in Hempstead.  

His first basketball coaching stop was at George Junior High in Lamar Consolidated ISD. Spain 

then moved to the high school ranks at Fort Bend Willowridge, where he became an assistant 

for Gary Nichols.  

He and Nichols led the Eagles to the 1994 UIL State Championship.  

"I learned lots from Gary and consider him my mentor," Spain said. "He recently retired from 

Fort Bend Marshall with 800 wins over his career, but he still has to listen to me sometimes."  

The two coaches took the call to start the Fort Bend Stephen F. Austin program in 1995 before 

leaving to coach the Galena Park North Shore Mustangs.  

Next on Spain's resume was his first head coaching job in Hempstead.  

"I told the school board when I got the job that I felt the school needed consistency in the 

program and that I wasn't going anywhere. I haven't. I am still here doing what I truly enjoy."  

In Spain's first year, Hempstead lost to Tatum in the state semi-finals, and his squads would not 

miss the postseason but twice since. 

 "I want to know how good we can be," the coach said. "There is always another level that the 

players can reach. We can be as good as our own team's talent, or we can get above the level of 

the best teams out there."  

To get his teams to that next level, Spain set a precedent to have his Class 3A squads play 

against the most formidable teams possible.  

"I want us to play the stronger 4A and 5A teams and those teams who are always in the 

playoffs. Some of our teams have overachieved, and some of our teams have underachieved."  

We've had some pretty good basketball players come through here, but more importantly, 

we've always had great kids."  



Spain's 2020 Bobcat unit has the chance to add to the program's postseason history if present-

day circumstances don't get in the way. As of January 7, HHS sits at 8-5 and 1-2 in district play.  

"If COVID leaves us alone, we will have a pretty good team," he said. "It has affected practices 

and games, not only for us but for everyone."  

The Bobcats have already knocked off some formidable opponents this season against Liberty, 

Caldwell, Columbus, Anderson-Shiro, and Giddings. They have picked up a home district win 

against Boiling and dropped contests at Van Vleck and East Bernard.  

"I like this year's team, and we have a chance to be good," Spain said. "They work hard and play 

together as a team."  

The coach knows that the District 24-3A competition will be tough. 

"Our district is strong top to bottom," he said.  "I think we will be in the mix this year." 

-Joshua McLain, HISD Public Relations 


