
HISD Career & Technology Programs Offer Students Various Career Paths 

 
Hempstead ISD students who finish their coursework in one of the Career and Technology 
Programs have a distinct advantage over their peers once they walk across the stage in May to 
receive their high school diploma. 
 
These CTE trained Bobcats will enter a very diverse, competitive workforce with a certification 
or license that can make them better candidates for landing a career-oriented job. 
 
HISD currently offers students the opportunity to become certified or licensed in the following 
fields: Texas State Floral 1 & 2, Microsoft Office Specialist in Excel and Word, Pharmacy 
Technician, ServSafe Food Handler, ServSafe Manager, Barber Operator, Cosmetology 
Operator, American Welding Society D.1.1 Structure Steel Welding and Google Suite Certified 
User.  
 
“We’ve had lots of success over the years with all of our programs,” CTE Director Todd Thiel 
said. “Having all of these programs at a small school like ours is unique and it continues to give 
our students several options.”  
 
Earning a certification or license is a result of students completing course pathways in business, 
management and administration; accounting; agriculture, food and natural resources; career 
preparation, culinary arts, cosmetology, floral design; computer automated drawing (CAD); 
human services; manufacturing and welding; health science; and information technology.   
 
“I can remember when we only had agricultural classes and, what was then called, home 
economic courses for students,” Thiel, who is entering 23 years with Hempstead, said. “Back 
then we only had one computer in a classroom. Now we have several CTE labs that greatly 
benefit our students.”  
 
COVID-19 has altered how districts worldwide operate their classrooms and programs but Thiel 
is optimistic things will get back to normal. 
 
On average, Hempstead students are taking their CTE classes half remote and half on-campus.  
 
“We’ve been continuing to build our individual numbers in all the programs and COVID has 
affected things,” he said. “It should pick back up once we get through COVID and the students 
come back for on-campus learning.” 
 
The ability to keep an array of programs at Hempstead is based on student interest and the 
ability to staff them. A lack of student interest has already hit the cosmetology program. Thiel 
said there are a couple of students finishing up their coursework this year but he said the 
program will end in the future.  
 
“We always want to provide the best programs possible to the students,” he said. “There are 
periods of time where large groups of students want to take a certain program and other times 
where we have to make the decision to cut a program due to no interest.”  
 
However, when interest picks up in certain programs they can be added given they can be 
staffed by trained and certified teachers. New programs that could be added in the future are 
Law Enforcement and Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC). 
 



“The law enforcement and HVAC programs might be added in future because we are getting the 
students interested in them,” Thiel said. “We would like to offer these programs but we will see if 
everything works out.” 
 
The director believes the Hempstead counselors, students and the CTE staff put in lots of hours 
to promote every program district-wide. Hempstead offers a College and Career Fair every year 
to expose students to the various CTE programs and clubs.  
 
“Our counselors do a great job talking to students about their pathways and electives and 
signing them up every year. We hope we can have the fair this year but COVID may alter it. It is 
an important part to promoting all of our CTE programs.”  
 
 
Pharmacy Technician Certification at Hempstead HS 
Hempstead HS seniors enrolled in Bobbie Ryan’s Pharmacy Technician class have the 
opportunity to earn a certification while also preparing themselves for a future in any college or 
career field they choose. 
 
“There are so many positives to students taking the pharmacy tech class as part of their high 
school pathway,” Ryan said. “If students earn their pharmacy tech certificate they can graduate 
with the ability to make more than minimum wage and be part of an important profession. 
The difficulty of the course can also prepare students for the tough college classes they will face 
even if they don’t go into the medical field.” 
 
Students must be 18 years old to take the certification exam. The exam is taken 30 days before 
high school graduation. During the year students work in the Pass Assured Pharmacy 
Technician Program. 
 
Senior Juliana Montero Oliva sees earning her pharmacy tech license as a way to help her 
going into college. 
 
“I could work in a pharmacy while earning my college degree but I haven’t decided yet,” Oliva 
said. “I like the medical field. I know I want to help people who may not get the help they need 
because of what they look like or how much they have.” 
 
The pharmacy tech course covers federal laws, medicine classifications, drug side effects, 
controlled substances, drug calculations, medical procedures and how pharmacies operate. 
 
“The students find the course interesting but the exam is not easy,” Ryan said. “Passing the 
exam takes a huge commitment on the student’s part.” 
Interest in the course has fluctuated during the three years Hempstead has offered it. This year 
 
Ryan said she has three on campus and five remote students. 
 
“We had a very successful first year with three students taking and passing the exam. Last year 
was different due how everything just stopped due to COVID,” she said. “COVID has affected 
the numbers this year but we are seeing interest in the course pick back up.” 
 
Senior Brandon Moreno sees himself working as a pharmacy technician to put himself through 
college and then finding a job in the profession. 
 



“Having the certification can help me get a better job while going to college,” he said. “At first I 
didn’t want to be a doctor but I still wanted to be part of the medical field. 
I just want to be able to help someone if I see them in front of me in need of medical help. I want 
to be able to go into action and help them.” 
 
Ryan knows the course will pay dividends in her students’ future. 
 
“Taking the course will help them regardless of what college or career they enter,” she said. “It 
teaches them valuable life lessons that they can use in any job or situation.” 
 
Caption for CTE Photo: Hempstead HS seniors Carolina Medina, center, Brandon Moreno and 
Juliana Montero Oliva work on the Pass Assured Pharmacy Technician Program in Bobbie 
Ryan’s Pharmacy Tech course. Students have the opportunity to graduate high school with a 
diploma and a Pharmacy Technician certification. It is one of the many Career & Technology 
programs Hempstead HS offers its students. 
 
For more information about Hempstead CTE Programs please contact Todd Thiel, CTE 
Director, at 979-826-3331 Ext.322. 
 
 
  


