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For Immediate Release 
HHS Career Prep Program Adds Partnership with Focused Care Brenham 
Senior McKenzie Rodriguez becomes first Bobcat hired in cooperative    
 

A vital piece of the Hempstead High School Career Preparation Program's success is reaching out to 

businesses and organizations to build partnerships so students can gain valuable employment.  

 

"It is important that we continue to build strong partnerships with current businesses, and reach out to 

new ones so that our students can successfully participate in the Career Prep Program," Wendy Fausset, 

HHS Business and Career Prep teacher, said.  

 

The program allows students to learn job skills in the classroom and immediately apply them while on-

the-job at a local or area business during the school year. Students earn high school credit and a chance 

to make a paycheck. They work on building a career portfolio, researching career paths, and 

employability skills in the classroom. Career Prep also allows students to examine steps they need to 

take to get in their chosen careers.  

 

Students take steps: registering for SAT testing, filling out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA), researching colleges/trade schools, resume building, job application information, and creating 

pro/con career interest lists. They are required to have a job within 15 days of the start of the school 

year. Students also have to submit schedules, timesheets, and pay stubs for weekly grades.  

 

"I go onsite to check in on, and observe the students while they work and receive evaluations from their 

supervisor," Fausset said. "The employer enforces the employability skills we learn in class and provides 

job-specific training. This evaluation is a major grade for students." 

 

Focused Care Brenham joined a growing list of businesses to partner with Hempstead. Fausset contacted 

Tamara Peirce, Director of Clinical Operations, about joining the program this year to help provide 

students a job who wants to go into the medical field. Peirce spoke with her supervisor, Executive 

Director of Operations Jeannie Dupree, about starting a trial cooperative with the district, and both 

agreed it would benefit all involved.  

 

"We appreciate HISD reaching out to us to form a partnership," Peirce said. "It will help us grow our 

outreach, and allows us to build more relationships throughout the Brenham and surrounding 

communities." 

 

The partnership quickly paid dividends as Senior McKenzie Rodriguez is the first HHS student to gain 

Focused Care Brenham employment.  
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"McKenzie and I talked about what she wanted to do after high school, and she let me know she wanted 

to go into the medical field," Fausset said. "After speaking with the Focused Care admin to see if they 

may have any open positions, they let me know that McKenzie could go in and apply. They hired 

McKenzie on the spot." 

 

Rodriguez serves as a hospitality aide. Her job is to screen visitors for any symptoms of COVID, take 

their temperature, ask for their visit's purpose, and other information. The position also gives her the 

hands-on training needed to pass the Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) exam. 

 

"I want to be a radiation therapist in the future, so working in healthcare now will teach me a lot about 

communicating with people," Rodriguez said. 'The career prep class has prepared me for the job by 

teaching me how to fill out an application and other job-related forms." 

 

Peirce couldn't be happier with McKenzie's performance. 

 

"McKenzie is great, and has been a big help," she said. "This position is helping her learn the nurse-

patient relationship better, and it will prepare her for whatever medical field she pursues." 

 

Having student workers also provides a considerable advantage for the care facility. 

 

"We know we have extra oversight of an employee by partnering with the district," Peirce said. "The 

students are held to a high standard because their teacher also monitors their performance. It is a huge 

benefit and a win-win for everyone involved."  

 

Fausset agreed that the Career Prep Program could be a win-win for businesses and organizations.  

 

"Our students can help meet some of the needs they have in their business or organization. We must 

hold the students accountable, and we want to partner with those places that can help us do that.  

 

We have future doctors, lawyers, mechanics, chefs, nurses, and teachers. We look forward to growing 

our community involvement to help these kids achieve their future career goals."  

 

HHS currently has students working for the following businesses: Arlan's Market, Brookshire Brothers, 

Bluebonnet Cafe, Dewberry Farms, Erik's Restaurant, Fast Track Bail Bonds, McDonald's, Krolczyk's 

Meat Inc., Pizza Hut, and Vanity Fair Outlet. 

 

Businesses or organizations that would like to partner with the HHS Career Preparation Program, please 

contact faussetw@hempsteadisd.org for more information. 
 

 

Caption for Photo: HHS Senior McKenzie Rodriguez is the first Bobcat hired in the Career Preparation 

Program's partnership with Focused Care Brenham. Rodriguez is a hospitality aide and assists visitors with 

COVID screening. 
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