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For Immediate Release 
HHS CTE Welding Program Offers Students AWS Certification   
  

Hempstead High School students have the opportunity to get their American Welding Society D 1.1 

Structural Steel Certification through the Career and Technology Education (CTE) Program.  

 

"Welding is a huge industry with high demand, especially with manufacturing and construction," Todd 

Thiel, HHS Welding teacher, said. "Students who decide to go into the field can pretty much write their 

ticket for a lucrative, successful career." 

 

Students who pursue the AWS Certification will travel to a testing location where an on-site welding 

inspector gives instructions on what types of weld they need to perform. The inspector performs a 

specific test on the weld to see if the student has completed a successful weld to meet the beginner 

certification standard.  

 

Taking the HHS welding courses with Thiel allows students to learn the profession, techniques and 

practice for their certificate.  

 

Junior Jeremiah Montano, a transfer from Waller HS, believes welding is something he may pursue as a 

career or something to fall back on once he graduates.  

 

"It's fun, and it is a good trade to have for the future," Montano said. "I don't like underwater welding. I 

am thinking about going to school for welding, but I don't know yet."  

 

Thiel said his program graduated seniors last year and is in more of a rebuilding mode.  

 

"I am starting with some new students who are gaining welding skills," Thiel said. "They do not have 

the experience yet. We are just starting to weld, but they are improving fast." 

 

Freshman Arthuro Hernandez said he looks up to a friend who has graduated and works in the field.  

 

"I've always liked welding," Hernandez said.  "I have a friend that welds, and I think it is interesting. I 

decided to take the course. I want to stay with it. I am interested in getting a job as a welder."  

 

Sophomore Lexie Kawarsky has plans to major in criminal justice but wants to earn her the welding 

certification.  
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"My dad is a mechanic, and he welds," she said. "I am going to stay with the course and try to get my 

certification. I want to be a lawyer. Welding is something I can always use and fall back on as a job."  

 

Thiel said the HHS welding experience could help students get their foot in the door with companies 

looking to hire welders.  

 

"Getting the starter certification can give them an advantage over someone trying to gain employment 

that does not have it," he said. Most companies will make potential employees take a test to see how 

skills are, and they also may have to take more certification tests for a company after getting hired. Our 

certified graduates will have the upper hand against others who are not."  

 

According to Thiel, former HHS graduates have found success in the field.  

 

"We do have some former bobcats who did get certified. They are currently in the field of welding in 

some capacity. We also have some former students who went on to technical school as well for 

welding."   

 

For more information about the CTE Welding Certification, please contact Todd Thiel at 

thielt@hempsteadisd.org. 

 

 

Photo Caption 1: Hempstead High School students junior Jeremiah Montano and freshman Arthuro 

Hernandez practice their welding techniques in the shop. Both are part of the HHS CTE Welding 

Program. They are on track to earn an American Welding Society D 1.1 Structural Steel Certification. 

 

Photo Caption 2: Sophomore Lexie Kawarsky works on a welding assignment in the HHS Welding 

Shop. She is part of the HHS CTE Welding Program, and is on track to earn an American Welding 

Society D 1.1 Structural Steel Certification. 
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