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For Immediate Release  
HHS Bobcats find opportunities through Adobe Certification Program 
 

Hempstead High School's Adobe Certification Program offers students the ability to choose one or more 

of the following tests falling under the Adobe Products, based on experience:  Adobe Certified Associate 

Photoshop or Illustrator, and Adobe Certified Expert Photoshop or Illustrator.  

 

"Most students who qualify to take these tests would have taken my class more than one school year 

unless they are proficient in the program after their first year," Hempstead Career and Technology 

teacher Freddy Arteaga said.  

 

HHS students who have taken the courses Principles of Art, Audio, Visual Technology and 

Communications, Graphic Design and Illustration, and Commercial Photography fall under the CTE 

umbrella that offers these certification exams.  

 

"The certifications obtained in these classes not only give the student something to put into their resume 

but can also serve as the basis to any job or business the student may want to go into or possibly open," 

Arteaga said.  "The possibilities of future careers are endless, as these classes serve to expand the 

student's creativity.  It also gives the student a sense of responsibility and real-world industry-based 

experience, whether in graphic design, digital art, or photography career paths." 

 

Four Bobcat students are on the path to take the certification exam(s).  

 

Osvaldo Duran and Lexie Contreras believe getting certified will benefit them in the future.  

 

Contreras has aspirations to attend college and major in criminal justice. She plans to use her experience 

with the adobe programs as a hobby or a way to make extra money.   

 

"If I ever wanted a side job, I think photography would be it," Contreras said. "My strengths in 

photography have indeed grown over the past four years as well as my passion for it!"  

 

Duran has a wealth of experience in the program. He has not only been part of it since his freshman 

year, but he has also been able to assist his peers in class. 

 

"I have enjoyed my experience in the courses over the years," Duran said. "It has helped me socialize 

more. I get to help teach the other students in the class. It is interesting to see how I can help them grow. 
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Whenever they end up liking it, I feel like I was able to help them with something that could help them 

the rest of their life." 

 

While Duran wants to pursue a career in law enforcement, he knows gaining certification in Photoshop 

and Illustrator will help him navigate the job. 

 

"I have been interested in law enforcement since I started high school," he said. "I am looking into 

graphic design too. I enjoy it.  He (Arteaga) says I am good at it. I believe you need to get a job you like. 

I am keeping my options open.  

 

My first option is to be part of the police force. I will have to learn their computer systems, but I will 

have this experience to help me. The photo class experience will help me take good photos as a police 

officer."  

 

Ortega said students being able to utilize their talents is the goal for his program. 

 

"The key to actually making a living within these fields is determination, hard work, and pure desire to 

further their education if that is what the student decides after graduation," he said.  

 

Bobcat Karen Pacheco is in her second year in the program. Her career plans are to become a bilingual 

middle school teacher.  

 

"I want to be able to help students be better in life," she said. "The program can help me if I want to 

make posters or creative paperwork for my students. 

 

I like the concept of creating something on my own and being able to see it and what steps it took to get 

there." 

 

Pacheco's goals are to attend Blinn College and transfer to Sam Houston State.  

 

Victoria Pinion loves the program and what it offers. Pinion has plans to go to college and study art 

design.  

 

"I've always had a fascination for things like animation, photography, and design in general," she said. 

"As a kid, I loved movies. I loved seeing the process of it all."  

 

Pinion believes the certifications will help her land better jobs.  

"It will help give me a head start in the profession, and it looks good on applications." 

 

Arteaga hopes to expand the program in the future as more students become interested in the field.  

 

"Plans for the CTE department are to specialize and offer more certifications to the students," he said.  

"It is essential that the courses we offer work with businesses here to help build the bridge between 

school and the community." 

 

He hopes that offering various courses such as Computer Animation and Storytelling will expand the 

student's horizons about what else the world offers in terms of careers. 

 

"More certifications provide students more possibilities and more opportunities for success." 

 



 

 

 
  

Photo Caption: HHS Adobe Certification Program teacher Freddy Arteaga works with Bobcat Lexie 

Contreras on an Adobe project in class. Contreras is on track to take the Adobe certification exam. She 

believes it will help provide her with different avenues in the future.  


