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For Immediate Release- HHS Student Online Store Open for Business 

What began as a brick and mortar school store last year at Hempstead High School has evolved 

into a full-fledged, student-run online enterprise in 2020 for Wendy Fausset's business students.  

 

Bobcat Corner Store's Student General Manager Marissa Joy, a junior, explains how her idea last 

year has grown into what it is to date.  

 

"It started as a small idea," Joy said. "Together with a group of people, we started our own 

business. It started with snacks and school supplies, and it has grown into merchandise. This year 

due to COVID, we turned it all online. We found we can do more with the restrictions, actually." 

 

Fausset said her students noticed that they were not making the profits with buying merchandise 

to sell and wanted to revamp their business model from last year.  

 

"The kids wanted to make their merchandise this year.  They are now producers and running the 

store themselves. They are making the products and selling them on their website."  

 

Bobcat Corner Store merchandise includes: t-shirts, mugs, hats, masks, beverage koozies, and 

school supplies.  

 

Fausset said the profits from last year paid for the website's cost. The store also has received 

financial support to purchase more equipment through a Career and Technology Education 

(CTE) Federal Perkins Grant.  

 

The grant has allowed the students to purchase a Cricut Maker, Heat Press, and Screen Printing 

Machine. The equipment provides the students with limitless possibilities for their business.  

 

"Students will not only be able to produce vinyl items but the whole shebang. They can create 

and produce staff shirts and shirts for our athletic teams."  

 

Fausset has enjoyed seeing the commitment her students have made to the store. It gives them a 

life-changing hands-on approach to running a business, and it all starts with teaching them the 

Texas Essential of Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) in class.  
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"Students learn the day-to-day business operations every day in class, which determines the 

business failures and successes," she said.  

 

"They have to go through and make their daily operations of what they will do with their 

business. We talk about producers versus merchandisers. They realize they are producers who 

can sell to merchandisers. Students learn all aspects of a business and then run it."   

 

One of the store's merchandise designers, Claiton Rodriguez, enjoys his role with the school 

store.  

 

"I like making the shirts, printing them, and putting the designs on them," Rodriguez said. "I've 

learned the different levels of business, how to start one, and how to keep it going." 

 

Freshman Elizabeth Ramirez, another product designer, admitted this is a surreal experience for 

her. 

 

"I didn't expect to do this. I've always wanted to, but I never imagined myself doing this."  

 

Ramirez finds herself more confident with her decision to be a member of the business class and 

the Bobcat Corner.  

 

"It's awesome! I'm a part of something; it's just awesome! We learn how manufacturing works. 

I'm learning how to make a business and run it." 

 

Bobcat Corner Assistant General Manager Hailey Anhorn, a freshman, and transfer from 

Bellville HS, believes the experience is invaluable.  

 

"We get the experience of owning a business," Anhorn said. "It's better than just listening to 

someone talk and learn that way. We are doing hands-on work, which I think is wonderful!"  

 

For more information about the Bobcat Corner Store, contact Wendy Fausset at 

faussetw@hempsteadisd.org or visit the student store at www.bobcatcorner.com. The store is 

open to the public.  

 

 

Photo Caption: Hempstead High School’s Bobcat Corner Store business students work on 

another merchandise design to market to consumers. (l-r) HHS student designers Claiton 

Rodriquez and Lucero Montero Oliva, business teacher Wendy Fausset, and the store’s assistant 

general manager Hailey Anhorn. Visit www.bobcatcorner.com to find out more about purchasing 

items. The store is open to the public. 
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