
Literacy Fair 2019-2020 
Our Sixth Annual Reading Fair took place this Fall 

The Literacy Fair promotes reading across the curriculum and enhances 
students’ comprehension and vocabulary skills. The Johnson main and 
annex campuses held its own preliminary competitions, in which the top 
three groups from each campus were selected to move on to the final round. 
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Shout out! 
Reading Fair 
Participating 
Teachers 

Main Campus 

Cynthia Castillo 

Gabriela Jaime 

Javier Martinez 

Jorge Martinez 

Suzette Varon 

Freshman Annex 

Karla Govea 

Lizette Henry 

Lucinda Paulino 

Krista Respondek 

📚  Thank you 📚  

Thank you for your 
participation and 

advocating for 
literacy.FREAKS LIKE US 

S. Varon 

1

SCYTHE 
C. Castillo

2

INTO THIN AIR 
K. Govea
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@ The Library 
READ | LEARN | CONNECT
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BOOK TALK: BIRTHDAY BY MEREDITH RUSSO 
From Follett
"Eric: There was the day we were born. There was the minute Morgan and I decided we were 
best friends for life. The years where we stuck by each other's side--as Morgan's mom died, 
as he moved across town, as I joined the football team, as my parents started fighting. But 
sometimes I worry that Morgan and I won't be best friends forever. That there'll be a day, a 
minute, a second, where it all falls apart and there's no turning back the clock. Morgan: I 
know that every birthday should feel like a new beginning, but I'm trapped in this mixed-up 
body, in this wrong life, in Nowheresville, Tennessee, on repeat. With a dad who cares about 
his football team more than me, a mom I miss more than anything, and a best friend who can 
never know my biggest secret. Maybe one day I'll be ready to become the person I am 
inside. To become her. To tell the world. To tell Eric. But when? Six years of birthdays reveal 
Eric and Morgan's destiny as they come together, drift apart, fall in love, and discover who 
they're meant to be--and if they're meant to be together"--Dust jacket.

Two semi-final rounds were 
held on each campus. Main 
campus judges included 
Maria Gomez and Jose R. 
Benavides Jr.. Sylvana Casso 
and Mary Lou Lopez were 
the judges for the Annex. 
From those semi-final 
rounds, the judges chose 
the groups that moved on 
to the final round. 

On November 19, 2019, 
students were ready for 
the final round. Melissa 
Gignac and Sandra 
Benavides officiated as judges. 

Students from Suzette Varon 
garnered 1st Place with the 
novel, Freaks Like Us, Cynthia 
Castillo’s group took second 
with Scythe, and Mrs. Govea’s 
group took home third place 
with Into Thin Air. Kelsey 
Salazar took Fourth Place with 
Bitter End. 

Students received a movie gift card from 
Regal and a trophy.  All participating 

students and judges 
enjoyed a delicious 
lunch prepared by our 
very own Culinary 
Arts students under 
the direction of Mr. 

George 
Buckley.  

The time, 
dedication, 
and 
commitment 
from students 
and teachers 

were evident as the 
presentations were 
extremely outstanding.  

A big thank you to all the 
teachers and students who 

participated in the Literacy Fair.  

We look forward to more participation 
from other teachers next year.  



Meet in the Middle Bake and Take 
For the sixth year in a row, the Library sponsored another MIM activity by 
partnering up with Culinary Arts to make delicious confections. 

This year the MIM kids were able to meet and make some delicious frosting from scratch to top of 
their delicious swirl cupcakes. Students from Mr. Buckley’s Culinary Arts class worked together with 
the following classes: C. Wong, E. Guzman, S. Laurel, and N. Ledezma. The students enjoyed making 
their wonderful confections and eating them too. A big thank you to all the students and teachers 
who participated in this wonderful event. Thank you to Mr. Buckley and the Culinary Arts class for 
participating and teaching students good hygiene, measurements, and kitchen safety in making the 
confections. A big thank you to Mrs. Ramon and the Library for sponsoring this Meet in the Middle 
event. 
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Book Bunch & LitWits Meet Isabel Quintero 
On December 3, 2019, both books clubs at Johnson High School met author Isabel 
Quintero via Google hangouts. 

For the fall semester, both the Book Bunch and the LitWits read Gabi, A Girl in Pieces by Isabel 
Quintero. It was quickly obvious that both book clubs liked the book because of how closely relatable 
it was in many ways to many of us. It was an awesome read filled with love, life and comedy. 

Ms. Quintero spoke live from California to the book club members about her life, family, education, 
and career. After, members had an opportunity to ask questions about the book to Ms. Quintero. The 
books cluber’s really enjoyed meeting her and getting to know a little bit more about the author of 
the book they had just read. It was an awesome experience.
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