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Prevention is key!
Prevention is the key to controlling gang activity. 
Parents should look for behavioral changes such as:
 • Truancy
 • Decline in Grades
 • Change in Friends
 • Late Hours
 • Graffi ti on Their Possessions

Keep Your Child Busy:
Youth, loitering after school or hanging out on 
corners, provide breeding ground for gangs. One 
solution is fi nding locations where organized and 
supervised programs are offered.
 • Your Child’s School
 • Boy/Girl Scouts of America
 • Parks and Recreation Department
 • Youth Service Programs
 • Law Enforcement Explorer Posts
 • Volunteer Programs

UISD Gang Intervention 
Facilitators…

Offer a proactive approach in the prevention, inter-
vention, and suppression of gang activity by working 
closely with:
 • School Administrators & Staff
 • Parents
 • Local Courts
 • Juvenile Department
 • District/County Attorney’s Offi ce
 • Youth Service Providers
 • Community/Volunteer Programs
 • Law Enforcement Offi cials

It is the policy of the United Independent School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, or disability in it’s Educational programs, services or activities, as required by Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972; the Age 
Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

GANGS...
THE MORE YOU KNOW

“Working Together to
Create a Gang Free Zone”

United Independent School District
Department of Student Relations/ 

Discipline Management
201 Lindenwood Dr., Laredo, Texas 78045

Phone: (956) 473-6460 • Fax: (956) 473-6413

Report Gang Activity
Gang Intervention Facilitators

Phone: (956) 473-6460

United I.S.D. Police Department
Phone: (956) 473- 6361

United I.S.D. Crime Stoppers
Phone: (956) 285-8473

Juvenile Enforcement Team
Phone: (956) 795-3143

Laredo Sheriff’s Department
Phone: (956) 523-4517

Code Enforcement (Graffi ti)
Phone: (956) 795-2675
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What is a Gang?
A gang is three or more persons having a 
common identifying sign or symbol or  
identifiable leadership who continuously  
or regularly associates in the commission  
of criminal activity.
TX Penal Code 71.01

Why do Students join gangs?
Often, students are not discouraged from gang 
involvement by their parents. Parents don’t realize 
that their children are engaged in gang activity. 
Other reasons include:
 • The excitement of gang activity
 • Peer pressure
 • Attention / sense of belonging
 • Financial benefit
 • Family tradition
 • Protection
 • A lack of realization of the hazards involved

How Are Gang Members Identified?
Gang members will display tattoos, jewelry, dress 
in astyle identifying their particular gang and 
often openly admit membership. Their personal 
belongings are frequently covered with graffiti 
and bear the gang’s symbols. Gang members 
make gestures with their hands and fingers which 

identify their gang. Many individuals on the 
fringe of gang involvement are reluctant to 
identify themselves as gang members. They often 
state that their friends are gang members, but they 
are not. However, rival gang members, do not 
make distinction between a gang member and his 
associates.

Attire:
A style of clothing does not necessarily mean an 
individual is involved in gang activity. Note, some 
gang members opt for a more conservative look. 
However, a sudden drastic change in clothing 
style may indicate involvement in gangs. Parents 
should take the time to talk to their children about 
their activities outside the home. Some things to 
look for are baggy clothing, certain hairstyles, belt 
buckles with gang initials or wearing clothing of 
one particular color. Many times teenagers may 
adopt a style of clothing to be “cool”. If, however, 
this happens to resemble what is seen as gang 
style clothing your child may become a target of
gang violence.

The Price Of
Gang Involvement:

Gang membership, although a temporary phase 
for some youths, will shape the individual’s  
future. All levels of formal education are  
discarded because they differ from the gangs 
objectives. Gang members not killed or seriously 
injured often develop patterns of alcohol and 
narcotics abuse, and extensive police records that 
will limit their employment opportunities.

What You Can Do:
Get involved, become aware

and take a stand.
A neighborhood that is united and cooperates in
stopping crime and violence will greatly control  
a gang’s power of fear and intimidation. The first 
and most important step is to become aware of 
gangs, gang members, and their activities.  
Become aware of who your child “hangs out” 
with. Citizens armed with basic knowledge are 
better able to avoid having their children or  
neighborhood become a victim of gang activity. 
When incidents occur, cooperate with authorities.

Some symbols and colors
you should be aware of:

GANG FACTS

Black

Black
Yellow
Purple
Black

Blue
Black
Red

Black
Blue


