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SUPERINTENDENT

Roberto J. Santos

Greetings, UISD Employees,

MESSAGE

Welcome back to another amazing school year at United ISD. The beginning of each school year brings with it a remarkable
sense of optimism, enthusiasm, and a high standard of excellence that reminds me that the future holds infinite possibilities.
The 2018-2019 school is off to a phenomenal start so far.
For those of you who are new to our District, I am delighted that you are part of our exceptional learning community. You
are surrounded by a stellar group of educators and staff members whose primary goal is to provide students with an
exemplary foundation for academic and personal growth.
As many of you know, United ISD earned an “A” rating by the Texas Education Agency and a distinction for post-secondary
readiness. This year marks the first year that school districts and charters received an accountability rating based on an A-F
scale. Every student, parent, teacher, administrator, staff member, and community member had a hand in earning this
prestigious honor.
I would like to emphasize the significance of this great accomplishment through the following:
• There are 1,200 District and Charter Schools in Texas;
• of the 1,200-- only 153 received an overall “A” rating;
• of the 153--only 15 of the “A” school districts have an enrollment greater than 20,000 students;
• of the 15 only 4 of the “A” rated school districts have an economically disadvantaged population greater than 50%;
• Finally, only 1 (UNITED ISD)of the 4 “A” rated districts has an enrollment of over 40,000 students with over 75% of their
student population meeting economically disadvantaged criteria and 36% identified as English Language Learners.
In keeping with our District’s standard of excellence, three of our secondary educators received honors to represent the
Texas Association of Secondary School Principals (TASSP). Jessica Salazar, Los Obispos Middle School Principal, was
nominated as Region One Outstanding Principal of the Year. United South High School Magnet Dean, Sinneh Koroma, Jr., was
nominated as a Region One Outstanding Assistant Principal (Magnet Dean) of the Year. In earning these prestigious
nominations, Ms. Salazar and Mr. Koroma are eligible to compete for Texas Principal (or Assistant Principal) of the Year. The
Texas Association of School Administrators (TASA) nominated United ISD’s 2019 Teacher of the Year, Timothy Cantu, a
broadcast media teacher at United High School, for Region One Secondary Teacher of the Year. I want to congratulate these
three outstanding educators for being integral components to the success of our students, and the district, as a whole.
The success of our students, beyond their academic years in United ISD, is of utmost importance. As such, United ISD is
hosting its annual Golf Tournament (Oct. 13) to benefit the Partners for Scholars program. The program raises funds that
are used to assist our students in continuing their education after graduation. I hope that you consider joining us at the
events scheduled throughout the school year to assist in the support of the success of our students.
Our continued dedication to the success of our students is evident in the growth of our District. In August, United ISD
opened three brand new campuses in accordance with the 2013 Bond. San Isidro Elementary became the 29th elementary
school in our district, Raul Perales Middle School became the 10th middle school in our district, and John B. Alexander
became the third 9th grade campus to open its doors. Our construction program is on track to complete Elementary #30
and Lyndon B. Johnson 9th grade campus by the start of the 2019-2020 school year.
Lastly, I would like to extend a genuine and heartfelt thank you for all of the hard work that you do. The articles featured in
this month’s Insider demonstrate the boundless effort that each and every one of you puts forth to assure the success of
our students. I wish you all a successful school year.
Kind Regards,

Roberto J. Santos

UNITED ISD
Making
the Grade

The Texas Education Agency (TEA), made
an announcement that United Independent School District, along with 60 other
school districts and district char ters
across the state received a distinction
designation for postsecondary readiness
as par t of their 2018 state accountability
rating. The postsecondary readiness
distinction is the only distinction designation at the district level under the state
accountability system.
Beginning this year, all multi-campus
school districts and char ters received an
accountability rating based on an A–F
scale. The TEA announced those ratings
on Aug. 15.
Parents are encouraged to visit
TXschools.org to view online repor t cards
designed to be useful tools in seeing how
a school or school district is doing in
different areas.

The repor t cards spotlight specific
strengths, in addition to any challenges,
that can assure the needs of all students
are being met.
Parents can search by district or school
name and compare that district’s or
school’s performance to others in their
area.
The postsecondary readiness distinction
takes into account factors such as
graduation rates, ACT/SAT par ticipation
and performance, Career and Technical
Education (CTE) graduates, and
dual-credit course completion rates.
Districts and district char ters earning a
rating of A, B, C or D were eligible for the
postsecondary readiness distinction.
To view the 2018 state accountability
ratings for districts, char ters and campuses, visit the TEA website at
http://tea.texas.gov/accountability/.

Region 1

Teacher of The Year

TIM CANTU

United High School, United ISD, a TCTA member since 2014

Timothy Cantu teaches broadcast media at United High School. This

year he was named "2019 Teacher of The Year" at United Independent School District. Mr. Cantu was also named Regional Texas
Teacher of the Year by the Texas Association of School Administration. The (TOY) Program honors excellene in classroom education
and provides a forum to showcase outstanding educators. Cantu has
also won the hearts of many of his students. He will be attending the
teacher recognition event in September, where he and other collegues will be recognized at a luncheon and awards ceremony.

SINNEH KOROMA

Region 1

Outstanding Principal
Of the Year
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June 11, 2019, at the Hilton Austin Downtown Hotel. Each winner will be presented
with an award and recognized in a commemorative book entitled Texas Principals,
Texas Heroes. The TASSP Summer Workshop will be held June 12-14, 2019, at the
Austin Convention Center. As a Region One
winner, Sinneh Koroma, Jr is also eligible to
compete for the state title of Texas Principal (or Assistant Principal) of the Year.

Region 1

Outstanding Principal
Of the Year

JESSICA

SALAZAR
Jessica C. Salazar, a 5-year principal has headed the
leadership team at Los Obispos Middle School since
2013. She attended the University of Texas at San
Antonio and earned a Political Science degree. She
later attended Texas International University and was
awarded a Master of Science in Education. Jessica
sees herself as being a risk taker, a visionary and
leader of learners. She is credited with numerous
achievements including being named TASSP Region
1-High School Assistant Principal of the Year in

J essica C. Salazar, Principal of Los Obispos Middle
School has been selected to represent the Texas
Association of Secondary School Principals as a
Region 1 Outstanding Principal of the Year. TASSP
recognizes outstanding principals and assistant
principals from the twenty region Education Service
Centers in the state. School administrators are
nominated and chosen by their peers within their
regions. Nominations are based upon exemplary
performance and outstanding leadership. As a
Region 1 winner, Mrs. Salazar is eligible to compete
for the state title of Texas Principal of the Year.

2013. In 2017, Jessica was inducted into the UISD
League of Legends for United High School. I am
deeply humbled in receiving this honor, it is the great
community at Los Obispos Middle School that has
inspired me to work hard and lead with great pride!
Each of the region winners will be recognized during
the Josten’s Night of the Stars Awards Dinner on
Tuesday, June 11, 2019, at the Hilton Austin Downtown Hotel. Each will be presented with an award
and recognized in a commemorative book entitled
Texas Principals, Texas Heroes. The TASSP Summer
Workshop will be held June 12-14, 2019, at the
Austin Convention Center.
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Sames Kia In The Klassroom

Sames Kia of Laredo continues to promote the impor tance of
daily school attendance as they announced the 6th Annual “Kia
in the Klassroom” Car Giveaway program. Details of the
program were discussed at a press conference held at the
Sames Kia Dealership located at Mann Road and IH-35. One
lucky United ISD high school student who has perfect attendance will win the keys to a brand new 2019 Kia Soul at the
end of the school year.
“Sames is delighted to offer this program for the 6th year in a
row,” said Evelyn Sames, Dealer Principal for Sames.
“Throughout our 108 years in business, we are very proud to
say that we’ve been a great suppor ter of education and our
students.”
At the press conference, students from J.B. Alexander, Lyndon
B. Johnson, United, United South High Schools, student activity
coordinators and school administrators were present.
The winner of this year’s Kia Soul will also have the tax, title,
and license paid for by the Laredo Federal Credit Union. A& K
World Class Driving School will offer a driver’s education
package to the winner.
“On behalf of our Board of Trustees, I sincerely thank Sames
Kia for continuing to offer this great incentive to our students.
It’s a remarkable par tnership that we want to continue to have
for many, many years to come,” said United ISD Superintendent
Rober to J. Santos.

The Sames “Kia in the Klassroom” program was created in

2013 to encourage the impor tance of daily school attendance
at the high school level throughout the school year. Each time
a student has perfect attendance for at least one nine-week
period, they will be given a special voucher to drop off at the
Sames Kia dealership which will be entered into the drawing for
the 2019 Kia Soul.
A total of 16 semi-finalists, four from each high school, will be
selected for the final phase of the give-a-way. The other 15
semi-finalists will receive a tablet, cour tesy of Sames. The
program is open to all high school students enrolled in United
ISD high school, from 9-12 grades.
Previous winners of the program were Angelica Fierro from
United High School from the 2013-14 school year and Ingrid
Jimenez from United South High School for the 2014-15 school
year. Leobardo Vasquez from Lyndon B. Johnson High School
won the Kia Soul for the 2015-16 school year, Victoria Davila
from United South High School won the Kia Soul for the
2016-17 school year and, most recently, Mariana Pedroza from
Lyndon B. Johnson High School won the 2017-18 Kia Niro.
For more information on the Sames “Kia in the Klassroom”
program, high school students can visit with their student
activity coordinator at the campus or talk to their campus
administrators.

DAVID GARCIA

Associate

Superintendent
Human
Resources

The United Independent School District (UISD), Board of Trustees and Superintendent promoted Mr. David Garcia to the position of Associate Superintendent of Human Resources during a Regular Board Meeting held on the evening of Wednesday, August 22, 2018. Mr. Garcia has worked in the field of
education for 41 years, and has served the District as Assistant Superintendent
for Human Resources since 2005. “ I thank the Board of Trustees and Superintendent Santos for their continued support. It has been my pleasure to work
with UISD for the past 13 years, and I look forward to the challenges and
opportunities that lie ahead,” said Garcia.

Constable Harold Devally, My GC Radio Big Buck 98.1-Z93 Laredo
& Fernando A. Salinas Charitable Trust Hosted 1st Annual

Batter Up 4 School Supplies

Constable Harold Devally and Guerra Communications teamed up for the first “Batter Up for School Supplies” event. The event was held on
Monday, August 20th at UniTrade Stadium where the Tecos played an exhibition game against “Los Musiqueros,” a team of radio personalities.
Entertainment included a music concert, autograph session and a fireworks display.
The proceeds from the event are going towards purchasing school supplies for kids at both UISD and LISD.

Constable Harold
Devally, Belinda
Guerra, CEO Guerra
Communications,
Dr. Alcia Rios, LISD
Superintendent &
Roberto J. Santos,
UISD Superintendent.

Sofia Briones, United High School Senior
Choir Student sings the National Anthem.

United ISD Team of Volunteers; Ricardo Rangel, Rosie
Cruz, Brenda Flores, Carolina Loredo, Carmen Rendon,
Alex Meza, Claudia Cavasos, Barbara Avila, Gigi Rodriguez,
Ines Mercado, Lauren Cavasos, and Rocio Moore.

Imaginarium of South Texas Kicked-Off
Perfect Attendance Incentive Promotion
Thanks to the The D.D. Hachar
Charitable Trust and BBVA Compass,
the Imaginarium of South Texas
Kicked-Off their Perfect Attendance
Incentive for elementary school
children attending Laredo ISD and
United ISD. Mrs. Sandra Ayala,
“expressed that 3,000 students took
advantage of the perfect attendance
incentive last year.” The incentive
consists of one free all day admission
to the Imaginuarium of South Texas.
United ISD Superintendent of Schools
Roberto J. Santos thanked the
Imaginarium Board for their generosity and for rewarding elementary
students who have perfect attendance.
Pictured from left to right: Elouisa Diaz, Director for Elementary Education; Cynthia Rodriguez, Executive Director for
Elementary Education; Sandra Cavazos Ayala, Imaginarium of South Texas Executive Director; Imaginarium Mascot; Celia
Rossell-Taboada, Staff Development Director; Bill Green, LMT Publisher; Roberto J. Santos, Superintendent of Schools.

The Imaginarium of South Texas is one of eight uniform
donation sites for United ISD. The community is encouraged to
drop off new and gently used uniforms at participating donation
sites.
If your children have any gently used school uniforms they may
have outgrown or no longer use, United ISD asks that you
consider donating them to help students in need.
All uniform sizes are needed for boys and girls in elementary,
middle and high school. All donations will benefit students of the
District as all students enrolled in UISD from pre-k through 12th
grade must wear a school uniform as per student uniform dress
code policy.
For more information call (956) 473-6349 or 473-6283.

Pictured above; Sandra Cavazos-Ayala, Executive Director for Imaginarium of South Texas
and Carmen Casiano, Manager.

The Webb County Sheriff’s Office

Donates Backpacks to Zaffirini Elementary

Front row-Zaffirini PK-5th-grade students. Back row L-R: Lt. Rudy Valdez, Webb Co. Sheriff’s Office; Rosa Gonzalez, Webb Co.
Sheriff’s Office; Xochilt Kladis, Counselor; Investigator David Nenque, Webb Co. Sheriff’s Office; Esmeralda Melendez, Webb Co.
Sheriff’s Office; Celeste Munoa, Librarian; Claudia Benavides, Principal; Webb County Sheriff Martin Cuellar; Fitness Specialist and
Investigator Polo Medellin, Webb Co. Sheriff’s Office, Deputy Enrique Longoria, Webb Co. Sheriff’s Office.

W

ebb County Sheriff Martin
Cuellar and his staff very graciously
donated backpacks filled with
school supplies to the students of
Zaffirini Elementary School. Sheriff
Cuellar and his staff presented the
backpacks to the students on
August 23, 2018, at a ceremony in
the school’s library. On hand to
thank Sheriff Cuellar were Zaffirini
Elementary School’s Principal,
Claudia I. Benavides, Counselor
Xochilt Kladis, Librarian Celeste
Munoa, as well as other members
of the faculty and staff. Zaffirini
Elementary and United ISD wish to
thank Sheriff Martin Cuellar and the
rest of his staff at the Webb County
Sheriff’s Office for showing our
students such kindness and
generosity.

Sheriff Martin Cuellar addresses the PK-5th-grade students of Zaffirini Elementary

Front row, L-R: Krystal Tobias, computer lab aide; Jonathan Martinez, Assistant Principal; Jerry Gonzalez, P.E. Coach;
Maria Castro, P.E. Coach; Cindy Bautista, P.E. Coach; Ruth Moore, First United Methodist Church; Alfredo Palapa, Principal;
Jo Ann Navarro, Assistant Principal; Melissa Benavides, Librarian; Cynthia Garcia, Academic Coordinator; Mary Anne Tello,
teacher; Elisa Pacheco, teacher; Lorena Davila, computer lab aide; Officer Charles Dickinson, United ISD Police Officer.
Back row, L-R: Alicia Galarza, Counselor; Officer Gregory Gutierrez, United ISD Police Officer; Clementina Cuellar, First
United Methodist Church; Francisco Cuellar, First United Methodist Church, Greg Moore, First United Methodist Church.

The First United Methodist Church of
Laredo generously donated backpacks
loaded with school supplies to students at
Salvador Garcia Middle School on August
31, 2018. Clementina and Francisco
Cuellar, along with Ruth and Greg Moore,
represented the First United Methodist
Church in an event held at Salvador Garcia
Middle School’s gymnasium. Students,
teachers, and administrators gathered to
welcome the representatives. United ISD is
extremely grateful for the grace and
generosity the First United Methodist
Church has shown the students at SGMS
and United ISD as a whole.

The administrators, staff, and 6th, 7th,
and 8th grade students at Salvador
Garcia Middle School gather to thank
Clementina Cuellar, Francisco Cuellar,
Ruth Moore, and Greg Moore from First
United Methodist Church for their
generous donation of backpacks filled
with school supplies.

SALVADOR GARCIA MIDDLE
The Rio Bravo Police Department
donated backpacks filled with school
supplies to the students of Salvador
Garcia Middle School on August 28,
2018. SGMS Principal Alfredo Palapa
and his administrative staff graciously
welcomed Chief Tomas Lugo who
presented the backpacks to SGMS
students in the school’s library. United
ISD Police officers Charles Dickenson
and Gregory Gutierrez were on hand to
assist Chief Lugo in distributing the
backpacks to the students. United ISD
would like to thank Chief Lugo and the
Rio Bravo Police Department for their
continued support and generosity to
our students.
Salvador Garcia Middle 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students. Back row, L-R: Cynthia Garcia, Academic Coordinator; Alicia
Galarza, Counselor; Chief Tomas Lugo, Rio Bravo Police Department; UISD Police Officer Gregory Gutierrez; UISD Police
Officer Charles Dickenson; Jonathan Martinez, Assistant Principal; Melissa Benavides, Librarian; Jo Ann Navarro, Assistant
Principal; and Alfredo Palapa, Principal.

Officer Ricardo Villagomez

Helps Pre-kinder student Iker Cuevas feel at home
on his first day of school at Nye Elementary
The first day of school is always very stressful for students. This is especially true for students who are beginning their first year
of school. This year at Nye Elementary, Pre-kinder student Iker Cuevas was having a difficult first day. United ISD officer Ricardo
Villagomez jumped into action and began comforting Iker. Officer Villagomez remained with Iker while he was acclamated to his
surroundings. Thanks to Officer Villagomez, Iker loves to come to school every day! Thank you, Officer Villagomez, Chief Ray
Garner, and all of the United ISD Police Department for not only keeping our students out of harm’s way but also for taking the
time to comfort our students on their difficult moments.

Let's Chalk
About Mental Health
FREEDOM ELEMENTARY

Freedom elementary school teachers, staff and students were joined by Webb County officials
to send positive messages to individuals who are struggling with mental health issues. The
Let's Chalk About Mental Health campaign participants scrawled their messages (in chalk),
near the school's entryway. Making the campaign unique to the campus were messages tied in
with the school’s bee mascot. Accordingly, messages such as “Bee Courageous” and “Bee
Strong” were used in the campaign. Spearheaded by 4th grade pathfinder Cynthia Aguilar, the
ultimate mission of the Let's Chalk About Mental Health campaign is to raise awareness of
mental health issues and to encourage students to be kind and understanding of each other.
Students may also report acts of unkindness or teasing to their teachers and principal.
Freedom Elementary is the first Laredo elementary campus to participate in this awareness
event. "Freedom Elementary School prioritizes academics, but also encourages students to
“bee” the positive change in their community and “bee-come” good citizens of their local
community" said Principal Laura P. De Los Santos.

The Let's Chalk About Mental
Health message crew with
Freedom elementary principal
Laura P. De Los Santos (standing, right).

ALBERT LAUREL

PLAYER OF THE WEEK

On September 6th, Alberto Laurel, Jr., #8 was named KGNS Player of the Week for his outstanding performance during the
first games of the season. The Senior Wide Receiver who had five receptions for 105 yards and one touchdown, one punt
return for 14 yards, made his team and classmates proud as he received this award. His parents are Albert Laurel and
Lizette Gutierrez. J.B. Alexander High School is proud of him and hopes for more of these awards to be given to other team
members.

Human Resources Corner

The Sick Leave Bank is currently accepting new membership applications for any
full-time district employee who is not a member and voluntarily wishes to enroll in the
Sick Leave Bank DEC (LOCAL). Please submit your new membership application to the
Human Resources Department no later than Wednesday, October 31, 2018. Membership
$SSOLFDWLRQV IRUWKLVEHQHÀW 6LFN/HDYH%DQN*XLGHOLQHVDQG+DQGERRNPD\EHREWDLQHG
from your campus/department Sick Leave Bank Representative, or directly from the
District’s Website: www.uisd.net.
If you have any questions, please contact the Human Resources Department, Naomi
Velarde, NCLB/Leaves & Absences Coordinator, at EXT 6256 or Jessica Martinez, Human
Resources Assistant, at EXT 6298.

