
I N S I D E R
the  week ly

Monday, September 30, 2019

Greetings, United ISD Employees

  The fall season is finally upon us 
and our ‘A-Rated’ District is shining 
brighter than ever.  Our students are 
flourishing under the guidance of 
our top-notch educators and their 
successes are evident in the stellar 
performance of each of our campus-
es.
  Zaffirini Elementary School has 
been recognized as a 2019 National 
Blue Ribbon School for Exemplary 
Achievement Gap-Closing Schools.  
I would like to extend a sincere 
congratulations to Ms. Benavides, 
her students, and staff for working 
so hard to garner such a prestigious 
accolade.  Zaffirini Elementary is one 
of only 362 schools nation-wide to 
have earned this distinction.  Unit-
ed ISD is incredibly proud of their 
accomplishment.
  This Saturday, October 5, the Unit-
ed ISD Fine Arts Department will 
be hosting a Marching Band Festi-
val featuring high school marching 
bands from Laredo and surrounding 
areas.  The Festival will take place 
at the SAC and gates open at 5:30 
p.m.  The extraordinary talents of 
our high school musicians and color 
guard will be on full display.  I highly 
recommend that you go out and 
support our students, as our march-
ing band festivals always prove to be 
a thrill to watch.
  In closing, I want to emphasize how 
crucial your role is to our district.  If 
not for the dedication you put forth 
every single day, our students and 
our District would not be the beacon 
of excellence that we are.  

Warm Regards,

Roberto J. Santos

  The U.S. Department of Education 
announced today that Senator Judith 
Zaffirini Elementary School has been 
recognized as a 2019 Blue Ribbon 
School.  Zaffirini Elementary is one of 
362 public schools across the Unit-
ed States to garner this prestigious 
distinction.  Zaffirini Elementary 
has been nominated for Exemplary 
Achievement-Gap-Closing Schools.  
This performance category recog-
nizes that the campus is among 
Texas’ highest-performing schools in 
closing achievement gaps between 
a school’s student groups and all stu-
dents.  Top education officials in each 
state nominate public schools for this 
esteemed award.
  Blue Ribbon Schools, founded by 
the U.S. Department of Education in 
1982, is a program that recognizes 
schools where students perform at 

very high levels or where exempla-
ry progress has been made toward 
closing achievement gaps among 
subpopulations while also maintain-
ing high achievement levels among 
all students in the public and private 
elementary, middle, and high school 
level. 
  United ISD is honored to congrat-
ulate Zaffirini Elementary on this 
prestigious award. United ISD will 
honor Zaffirini Elementary School 
and Principal Claudia I. Benavides 
with a ceremony that will observe the 
school’s 20th Anniversary celebra-
tion, as well.  The special ceremony 
will take place at Zaffirini Elementary 
on December 6, 2019, at 10:30 a.m.  
Congratulations to the students, 
staff, and administration at Zaffirini 
Elementary for earning the 2019 Blue 
Ribbon School Award.

◆Remember to use #WeAreUnitedISD our official hashtag 
on everything you share on your school’s social media; the 
community would love to know what their children are achieving. 

ZAFFIR INI  E L E M E N T A R Y

National Blue Ribbon School !



Muller Elementary welcomed 
Julian Franklin Productions for 
the 2019-2020 A.R. Kick Off. 
Students participated in an 
exciting show full of magic, 

reading and fun!  The show paid 
tribute to children’s author and 
illustrator, Theodor Seuss Geisel, 

popularly known as,
Dr. Seuss.

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Freedom Elementary 
teachers, staff, and 
students came together 
and wore Gold/Yellow 
shirts to show their sup-
port for the GO GOLD 
campaign.  The GO 
GOLD campaign sup-
ports the fight against 
childhood cancer.  Each 
day, the students were 
presented with a short 
video that dealt with a 
child cancer case.  The 
students were able to 

see the effects of the 
disease through the 
different perspectives of 
doctors who are working 
towards finding a cure, 
families that are hoping 
for a cure, and children 
battling the horrible 
disease.  Through their 
support of this program, 
Freedom Elementa-
ry was able to raise 
$525.00 to support the 
fight against childhood 
cancer.

Freedom Elementary Show Support For Childhood Cancer Awareness



United ISD Middle School Principals 
recently toured the District’s Child Nu-
trition Department to gain insight as 
to how meals are prepared, and how 

campus-based decisions affect meal 
requests.  The department currently 
prepares healthy meals for over 43,000 
students, and employs dietitians to 

develop nutritious menus that meet 
Texas Department of Agriculture 
guidelines.

AHS Drum Majors Kristopher Montemayor and 
Katherine Garcia 

John B. Alexander High School Out-
door Performance Ensemble compet-
ed in the prestigious Bands of America 
South Texas Regional hosted at the 
McAllen, Texas Memorial Stadium. 
After performing in preliminaries 

among 27 other band programs, the 
Alexander ensemble scored 1st place 
in their Division along with the caption 
of General Effect.
  Next came an opportunity for the 
ensemble  to perform in the finals 
competition, where they took the #1  
spot on a roster of 10 ranked bands. 
Overall, the John B. Alexander High 
School Outdoor Performance Ensem-
ble earned the title of Grand Cham-
pion of the South Texas Regional 
Championship. This accomplishment 
is the first of its kind by any Laredo 
school. Furthermore, this accolade is 
the first of its kind for any South Texas 
School since 2005. 
  The group has advanced to compete 
at the U.I.S.D. Marching Festival on 
October 5th at UISD’s S.A.C. Field, 

U.S. Bands Marching Festival on Octo-
ber 12th at the D. W. Rutledge Stadi-
um in Converse, Texas, U.I.L. Marching 
Contest on October 19th at the UISD 
S.A.C. Field, and at the Bands of 
America Super Regional Competition 
scheduled for November 1st at the 
Alamodome in San Antonio, Texas. 
  Directors for the John B. Alexander 
High School Outdoor Performance 
Ensemble are Joshua A. Martinez, 
Ricardo Fuentes, Diana Gonzalez, and 
Jacob Thompson. Visual Ensemble 
Instructor is Abraham Armendariz. 
Marching Technicians are Luis Angel 
Gomez, Alejandro Gutierrez, Alexis 
Piña, Kevin Piñeda, Carlos Najar, Jose 
Larrañaga, Emilio De Leon, David Lar-
rañaga, Raul Labrada, Naomi Alvara-
do, and Jada Larrañaga.

In support of Childhood Cancer 
Awareness Month, Los Obipsos 
Middle School staff are selling lem-
onade and popcorn treats every 
Friday during the month of Sep-
tember. Visitors to the snack station 
can also make individual monetary 
donations.  All proceeds will be 
directed to our local Childhood 
Cancer Society. 
Childhood Cancer Awareness 

Month is recognized every Septem-
ber by childhood cancer organi-
zations around the world. “Our 
campus participates in fundraising 
efforts every year, and we hope 
to exceed the $500.00 we raised 
last year. All donations can make 
a big difference to cancer-strick-
en children and their families,” 
said Principal Jessica C. Salazar.

John B. Alexander High School Performance Ensemble 
Earns Top Spots in Regional Competition

Middle School Principal’s meeting, we visited the food production Center

Los Obispos Middle School Takes a Stand Against Childhood Cancer



Q&A

How many years have been with 
United ISD?
I have worked with the district for 
9 yrs. 

Describe your job in three words?
Rewarding, Inspiring, Blessing

What has been the best advice you 
have ever given your students?
It is okay to make mistakes 
because that is when we learn the 
most.

What is one skill or talent that 
people would never guess you 
have?
I choreograph dances. 

 Who has influenced you in life?
Mother Teresa has been very 
influential because of her caring 
and compassionate heart. 

SOMETHING 
ABOUT

Meet Martha Perales

Peter Piper Pizza donated dictionaries to 
every third grade student at United ISD.  
Third grade is the first year that students 
take the STAAR Assessment exam, so 
Peter Piper makes this donation annually 
in an effort to encourage the first time 
test-takers.  This year, Peter Piper Pizza 
kicked-off their annual donation with a 
pizza party for the third grade students 

at Zaffirini Elementary School.  Melissa 
Compean-Ysaguirre, Peter Piper Pizza 
Field Marketing Representative, and 
Rocky the Dinosaur were on hand to 
give out pizza and dictionaries to the 
students.  United ISD would like to thank 
Peter Piper Pizza for their continued 
support and generosity to the students 
of the district.

Peter Piper Pizza Donates Dictionaries, 
Hosts Pizza Party For 

Third Graders at Zaffirini Elementary

Third grade stu-
dents at Zaffirini 
Elementary enjoy 
their pizza while 
reading their new 
dictionaries.

Third grade stu-
dents at Zaffirini 
Elementary pose 
with their teach-
ers and represen-
tatives from Peter 
Piper Pizza.

Salinas Elementary recently recognized Lauren Canales, 5th grade 
student at Salinas Elementary.  Lauren has been fighting the good fight 
against cancer and is winning! She is seated to the right of her 4th 
grade teacher Mrs. Maribel Luna along with her classmates and Salinas 
office staff.      

Salinas Elementary School 

Each day is a new beginning, 
the chance for your life to be 
winning. 
        Catherine Pulsifer














