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ELEMENTARY

DISCIPLINE LEARNING PACKET SYSTEM

Fourth Grade

INSTRUCTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

Elementary Discipline Learning Packets provide constructive learning experi-

ences for students who are being disciplined for violating school standards.

Ten Principal Learning packets and twelve Teacher Learning packets are in-

cluded, each about a different topic.

The Principal Learning Packets target more serious forms of unacceptable

behavior, such as fighting, inappropriate language, vandalism, and not being

able to get along with others. These packets can be administered while the

student is being held in the principal’s office during a class period or after

school in a detention hall or room. Packets can even be sent home with a

student. Their completion, including a parent’s signature, can be made a con-

dition of the student’s returning to class. Each Principal Learning Packet takes

a student about 30 minutes to complete.

These discipline learning packets provide the components for developing a

cooperative attitude, learning from past mistakes in order to avoid making

future mistakes, setting goals and accepting and incorporating constructive

suggestions into future actions.

Principal Learning Packets serve the following purposes:

To help students understand why they misbehave and what they

must do to change.

To help students realize, through goal-setting activities, that they

are responsible for making behavior improvements.

To help students think about their obligations to their fellow stu-

dents instead of simply doing whatever they want.

To serve as a meaningful consequence of misbehaving.
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Each Discipline Learning Packet consists of the following:

Easy-to-understand narrative text, which identifies the kind of

misbehavior, tells why such actions are wrong or self-destructive,

outlines the causes and consequences of such behavior, and

suggests ways of improving.

One or two illustrative stories in which fictional characters illustrate

various forms of unacceptable behavior and their consequences.

Two Response Forms in the Principal packets, and one Response

Form in the Teacher packets. In the Principal Packets, one form is

for the first offense and one is for the second.

Students are required to complete the Response Forms by answering ques-

tions related to the Packet text and to their particular behavioral problem.

Questions requiring more extensive answers may be completed on the back

of the response sheets. In some cases, students may need extra paper to

complete their answers.

The purpose of the Discipline Learning Packets is to improve students’ behav-

ior in the future. We stress respecting the rights and feelings of others, discov-

ering the causes of misbehavior, understanding the short and long-term impli-

cations of such behavior, taking responsibility for one’s actions, and develop-

ing goals that will enable a student to change for the better.

Important to any student’s growth is the understanding that he or she is part of

a learning community that includes other students, teachers and school staff

and administration. Cooperating with teachers and fellow students, respecting

the rights of other individuals, and dealing constructively with problems is key

to being successful in both the school and the larger community. Self-destruc-

tive behavior patterns that go unchanged can hinder students in later life,

emotionally and economically.

 The short-term purpose of these packets is to serve as a negative conse-

quence for the student’s misbehavior. However, we have de-emphasized the

punitive aspect of discipline. Instead we have stressed positive learning expe-

riences that can result from understanding and reflecting on one’s behavior.
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By emphasizing the feelings and rights of others, we hope to help students

develop a more empathetic and social understanding of the effects that their

behavior has on other students, on classes, and on the school community as

a whole. By stressing the discovery of the causes of behavioral problems, we

attempt to help students better understand their own motivations.

By showing students where such behavior leads in the development of their

own lives, we try to bring to them an awareness of the implications of their

actions and the need to accept responsibility for those actions.

Finally, we stress setting individual goals for improvement. All of the materials

in these Packets are developed with the following step-by-step agenda for

improvement in mind:

Identifying inappropriate or destructive behavior

Identifying ethical issues

Identifying underlying causes of such behavior

Showing the short- and long-term implications of unacceptable

behavior

Setting goals that will help students change for the better

INSTRUCTIONS FOR USING THE PACKETS

1. Make extra copies of your Discipline Learning Packets. Don’t give stu-

dents the master copies. Save them for making additional copies.

2. Each time a student is disciplined, select one of the packets for him or

her to read. Also give him or her one of the corresponding response

forms.

3. Note that the Principal Learning Packets have two response forms to

handle “repeat offenders.” These students should read the improvement

packet text materials, and receive Student Response Packet # 2 the

second time.

4. Because the completed response packets may provide insight into how
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students view themselves, they might be made available to teachers,

counselors, a school’s Pupil Personnel Team, and others who work with

the student. Before this is done, we suggest you inform the student that

you may be sharing this material with others.

5. A copy of the response form might be given to the student’s referring

teacher the next day. Keeping the teacher informed of steps being taken

to improve a student’s attitude or behavior will prove to be beneficial.

6. The student’s parents can also be asked to read and sign the completed

response form. This helps promote parent involvement in the

remediation process.

7. We recommend that a folder be kept for each student who is disciplined,

and that all completed response forms be filed.

8. We also suggest that an administrator, counselor, or teacher review with

the student his or her answers to the questions. This should be done as

soon as possible after the student hands in his or her completed re-

sponse form. This will help to reinforce an understanding of preventive

measures so the problematic behavior does not occur again.
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FOURTH GRADE LEARNING PACKET # 1
FIGHTING

INSTRUCTIONS

This Learning Packet has two parts: (1) Text and (2) a Response Form.

The Text explains causes for what you did, and:

tells two stories about students who broke the same school rule,
shows what happens when you break this rule,
tells ways to avoid breaking this rule again.

The Response Form asks questions about the text that will help you to avoid
getting into trouble in the future.

The Text starts below. Read it carefully. Think about what you are reading and what you
did. Then write answers to the questions on the Response Form.

CAUSES OF FIGHTING

Fights start for many reasons. Some people fight just to get their
way. Others just like to pick on people, especially if they are smaller.
Most people don’t really want to fight. But they sometimes let them-
selves get pushed into fighting. Either way, fights get you into
trouble, and sometimes get you hurt.

Fighting never solves anything. If you talk about your differences
instead of fighting about them, you can still be friends. It is hard to
be friends with someone who always wants to start a fight. Fighting
doesn’t make you popular. It just makes others want to avoid you,
because you always cause trouble. Who needs a friend like that? No
matter what the reason for a fight, fighting just makes things worse.

Besides, you don’t come to school to fight. You come to school to learn. If you start
fights or get into fights, you waste your own time and everybody else’s time. Nobody
can learn when somebody is fighting.

Now you will read two stories about students who got into fights. See if you recognize
yourself in them.
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HOT-HEADED HAROLD

Harold is not as tall as the rest of his classmates. But Harold’s height has never
kept him from defending himself when someone wants to fight. It doesn’t matter
how much bigger the other person is. Harold will fight back anyway. It’s as if
Harold wants to get into fights in order to prove to others that he is as tough as
they are.

Harold says he almost never starts a fight. But if somebody else wants to fight,
Harold will fight him in a moment. Most of the time, Harold beats the other per-
son, even if that person is bigger. But sometimes, Harold loses a fight. This makes
him want to fight even more. If he loses a fight, he always goes back to the person
who started it and tries to even things up. Eventually, Harold beats the person who
beat him.

Even though Harold doesn’t start fights, he is eager to get
into fights. Harold has a reputation for being hard to get
along with. Nobody fools around with Harold. Every-
one is afraid of saying something that will make him
want to fight. This is probably one of the reasons that
Harold has so few friends.

Last week, a new student named Joe met Harold for the
first time. Joe is very tall for his age. Joe made the mis-
take of saying something about Harold being short. That’s
all it took to start the fight.

Harold came up out of his chair and tried to push Joe. Joe stepped out of the way
and told Harold to calm down. But Harold figured he could bluff Joe, although
Joe was three inches taller. But Harold was very quick, and just stepped out of the
way again.

The argument between Harold and Joe got louder and louder. Then Harold took a
swing at Joe. Joe just stepped to one side. This made Harold angrier, so he swung
again. Joe sidestepped and pushed Harold’s fist aside. Harold then picked up a
rock and threw it at Joe. Joe again stepped to one side.  As he walked toward Joe,
Harold fell and twisted his ankle. When Joe tried to help him up, Harold tried to
kick him. The principal saw the fight from his office window, and came out on the
playground to stop it. Now Harold has to stay after school for a whole week. Joe
is still wondering what set Harold off.
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CHERYL ANN AND THE TEXAS SAW CHAIN

People say that Cheryl was born with a chip on her shoulder. That means that she
gets angry when she thinks she has been insulted. Others say that Cheryl is a
“tomboy,” which means that she doesn’t back down when the boys try to bully
her. About two months ago, Cheryl got into a big fight when she misunderstood
something somebody said about her. She lost the fight. Two other girls jumped on
her at the same time.

Cheryl made up her mind that she would never lose another fight. When she got
home, she went into her father’s workshop to see if she could find something to
use as weapon. She found just what she was looking for: the old saw-toothed
chain that her father had replaced on the chainsaw. She put it into her book bag.

The next time Cheryl saw the two girls with whom she had the fight,
she walked up to them and slapped them both in their faces. The
two girls threw their own bookbags to the ground and started
for Cheryl. Instead of running, Cheryl whipped the saw-
toothed chain out of her book bag and started swinging
it around in a circle over her head.

One of the girls tried to grab the chain, not knowing
that it was a chainsaw chain. She got a deep cut on
her hand and arm. The other girl got scared and ran
for help.

When the principal and the coach arrived, Cheryl threw the saw chain the ground
and started to run. The coach soon caught her and took her to the office. The
injured girl needed several stitches to close the wound caused by the chain. Now
Cheryl has been suspended from school. Nobody knows when she will be back.

RESULTS OF FIGHTING

Fighting leads to several results:

Somebody may get hurt, sometimes seriously—especially when a weapon
is involved.

People who fight all the time have few friends.  They become isolated—set
apart—from the rest of their classmates.
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The arguments or differences of opinion that caused the fight are not re-
solved by fighting. So when the fight is over, what caused it is still there.

Once you fight someone, there is always a barrier between you and the
person you fought. You can never be real friends again.

Fighting is a violation of an important school rule. You can get into a lot of
trouble if you fight. This does not look good on your school records.

HOW TO AVOID GETTING INTO FIGHTS.

Here are a few tips to help you to keep out of fights:

Never start a fight.

Don’t let others push you into a fight.

Don’t run around with people who get into fights.

Think about why you have been getting into fights.

Don’t fool yourself into thinking that fighting makes you
a hero.

Remember that fighting never solves the problem that
caused the fight.

Promise yourself that you will not get into fights again.

On the following pages, you’ll find some questions about the material you just read.
These questions will help you to understand the reasons for your behavior, and will help
you set goals for changing.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 1.1
FIGHTING

NAME _____________________________

DATE ______________________________

GRADE ____________________________

WHAT TO DO

The following questions will help you to avoid misbehaving. Write your answers in the
spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room, write on the backs of these
sheets. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. If we can’t read what
you write, you will have to do the packet again.

Think before you write your answers. Be honest with yourself about what you did and
why you did it.

Your answers are not graded. But your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your par-
ents may read what you have written.

1. Why did you get into a fight? Who said or did what to whom?

2. Why didn’t you just walk away and refuse to fight?

3. Are you better off or worse off now that the fight is over?



Fourth Grade Principal #1: Fighting         The Advantage Press, Inc.   ©1995, 2002

4. Why did Harold get into so many fights?

5. Imagine that you are Harold’s best friend.  How would you help him stay out of
fights?

6. Cheryl didn’t seem to understand that she could seriously hurt the two other girls
with that chainsaw chain. Do you know anybody like this?

7. If Cheryl doesn’t learn to curb her temper, what do you think will eventually
happen to her?

8. Write two goals that will help you to avoid fighting in the future.

Goal # (1)

Goal # (2)
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 1.2
FIGHTING

NAME _____________________________

DATE ______________________________

GRADE ____________________________

WHAT TO DO

The following questions will help you to avoid misbehaving in the future. Write your
answers in the spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room, write on the
backs of these sheets. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. If we
can’t read what you write, you will have to do the packet again.

Think before you write your answers. Be honest with yourself about what you did and
why you did it. This will show that you are willing to improve your behavior.

Your answers are not graded. But your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your par-
ents may read what you have written.

1. You have been fighting again! What happened that made you forget your goal not
to fight?

2. Look at the reasons people get into fights. What are some of the reasons that cause
you to get into fights?

3. Now that the fight is over, tell us what you and the other person gained and lost.
Use the back of this sheet if you need more room.
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4. Hot-Headed Harold says that he doesn’t really start fights. If this is true, why does
he get into so many fights? Is Harold kidding himself?

5. Why would anybody want to start a fight over how tall somebody is?

6. Cheryl didn’t just fight. She really hurt one of the girls. What does this tell you
about Cheryl’s judgment?

7. If you were Cheryl’s best friend, how would you help her to be concerned about
hurting others?

8. Now that you have given Cheryl some advice, what advice would you give to
yourself about how to avoid fighting?  Write two goals that will help you avoid
fights.

Goal # (1)

Goal # (2)
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FOURTH GRADE LEARNING PACKET # 2
DISOBEYING

INSTRUCTIONS

This Learning Packet has two parts: (1) Text and (2) a Response Form.

The Text explains causes for what you did, and:

tells two stories about students who broke the same school rule,
shows what happens when you break this rule,
tells ways to avoid breaking this rule again.

The Response Form asks questions about the text that will help you to avoid
getting into trouble in the future.

The Text starts below. Read it carefully. Think about what you are reading and what you
did. Then write answers to the questions on the Response Form.

CAUSES OF DISOBEYING

Sometimes students disobey teachers or principals. When they do this, they break a
school rule. Then they are usually punished.

Students disobey for many reasons. Sometimes they have a habit of disobeying parents
at home. They come to school and act in the same way toward the teacher. Sometimes
they like to get attention by disobeying. Sometimes they don’t want to cooperate. They
don’t want to do what they’ve been asked to do: they are too selfish.

On the following pages are two stories about students who
have been caught disobeying. See if you recognize your-
self in them.

DAVID DRAWS DRAGONS

David wasn’t getting along with his teacher, Ms.
Meyers. David had decided not to do his math prob-
lems. Instead, he was drawing pictures of dragons in
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his notebook.

David had just drawn a really cool dragon when Ms. Meyers looked over his
shoulder.

“What are you doing, David?” she asked. “I asked you to do those math problems
and bring them to me. You’ll have to stay in at recess to finish them!”

While Ms. Meyers’ back was turned, David sneaked out of the classroom and ran
out to the playground. Now David is sitting out recess—in the principal’s office!

HELEN FEEDS THE HAMSTERS

The students in Mr. Bryant’s fourth-grade class took turns feeding the pet ham-
sters. There was a calendar on the bulletin board where each student’s name was
written next to a date. That’s how everyone kept track of when it was his or her
turn to feed the animals.

Helen liked to feed the hamsters. She spent all
her free time watching them play. Sometimes
she slipped in before school and fed them be-
fore anyone else came in.

One Tuesday, Mr. Bryant caught Helen feed-
ing the hamsters. It was supposed to be
Charlie’s turn, but Helen got there first.

“Stop, Helen!” Mr. Bryant told her. “It’s Charlie’s turn today. Let him feed the
hamsters. You had your turn last week.”

But Helen kept on putting food into the cage. Mr. Bryant had to take the food out
of her hands. And of course when Charlie got to school, he was upset because the
hamsters had already been fed. Helen lost her next date to feed the hamsters and
was sent to the principal’s office.

RESULTS OF DISOBEYING

Students who do not obey get into trouble. At school, everyone is expected to obey the
rules. When they do not, people form an idea about them. “He’s selfish,” they say, or
“She never does anything she’s asked to do!”
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People often think of students who don’t obey as immature. If you want to appear more
grown-up, learn to obey adults. Mature people cooperate with others and work together.

When people think only of themselves, they often find it hard to make and keep friends.
Other people respect those who obey school rules. They want to be friends with those
people—not with the trouble-makers.

HOW TO PREVENT DISOBEYING

You can avoid disobeying if you learn to think before you act. Selfish thoughts often
lead to disobedient acts. Instead of thinking how you can disobey a teacher, think about
cooperating with him or her. Remember that cooperating—going along with what others
ask is better for all concerned. Don’t think only of yourself; think about the feelings of
other people.

Here are a few tips that will help you to prevent disobeying.

Admit that you were wrong in what you did. Then try to be cooperative
next time.

Remember that learning to obey is an important step in growing up. If you
want others to see you as grown-up, try obeying your teacher.

Write a goal for yourself to help you remember to obey. Here is a goal that
one student wrote:

“I’ll try not to be selfish. I’ll think of other people. I’ll try to do what the
teacher expects of me.”

On the following pages, you’ll find some questions
about the material you just read. These questions
will help you to understand the reasons for your
behavior, and will help you set goals for changing.

My Goal
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 2.1
DISOBEYING

NAME _____________________________

DATE ______________________________

GRADE ____________________________

WHAT TO DO

The following questions will help you to avoid misbehaving. Write your answers in the
spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room, write on the backs of these
sheets. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. If we can’t read what
you write, you will have to do the packet again.

Think before you write your answers. Be honest with yourself about what you did and
why you did it.

Your answers are not graded. But your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your par-
ents may read what you have written.

1. How did you get in trouble for disobeying?

2. What other words mean the same as “disobedient?”  List three of these words.

3. What would happen at home if no one obeyed his or her parents? at work, if no
one followed the boss’s directions?
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4. In the stories in this packet, what did David do to disobey Ms. Meyers?

5. How do you think Ms. Meyers and his classmates see David?

6. Why did Helen disobey Mr. Bryant?

7. How might Charlie have felt when he came to school and found Helen feeding the
hamsters instead of him?

8. Write two goals that can help you to obey directions.

Goal # (1)

Goal # (2)
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 2.2
DISOBEYING

NAME _____________________________

DATE ______________________________

GRADE ____________________________

WHAT TO DO

The following questions will help you to avoid misbehaving. Write your answers in the
spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room, write on the backs of these
sheets. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. If we can’t read what
you write, you will have to do the packet again.

Think before you write your answers. Be honest with yourself about what you did and
why you did it.

Your answers are not graded. But your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your par-
ents may read what you have written.

1. You’ve been sent to the principal’s office again for disobeying. What did you do
this time?

2. If someone has a habit of disobeying, how might others think about him or her?
Do you think a disobedient person will have many friends? Why or why not?

3. In the story about David, what might David have done differently when Ms. Meyers
caught him drawing in class?
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 4. If you were David’s best friend, what might you tell him about behaving in a
different way?

5. What is the main reason students disobey?

6. What might Helen have done instead of taking Charlie’s turn to feed the ham-
sters?

7. Why is learning to obey an important part of growing up?

8. Write two new goals that will help you remember not to disobey.

Goal # (1)

Goal # (2)
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FOURTH GRADE LEARNING PACKET # 3
USING IMPROPER LANGUAGE

INSTRUCTIONS

This Learning Packet has two parts: (1) Text and (2) a Response Form.

The Text explains causes for what you did, and:

tells two stories about students who broke the same school rule,
shows what happens when you break this rule,
tells ways to avoid breaking this rule again.

The Response Form asks questions about the text that will help you to avoid
getting into trouble in the future.

The Text starts below. Read it carefully. Think about what you are reading and what you
did. Then write answers to the questions on the Response Form.

CAUSES OF USING IMPROPER LANGUAGE

Some students use bad words to get their friends to think they are
grown-up. This is a little bit like teenagers who smoke so that
their friends will think they are “cool.” Actually, it makes them
look immature—less grown-up instead of more so.

Other students use bad words to make other people feel uncom-
fortable. They like to call people names or swear in front of them.
Other students become angry and use bad language because they
lose control of themselves.

Below are two stories about students who have been caught using improper language.
See if you recognize yourself in them.

BAD-WORD BOBBY AND HIS BUDDY BILL

Bobby and Bill sit next to each other in Ms. Anderson’s class. They are best friends.
They ride the school bus together and study together after school.
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One morning Ms. Anderson introduced someone new to the class.

“Students, this is Molly,” she said. “Her father was just transferred here because
of his job. She’ll be in our class from now on. Molly, why don’t you take the seat
here, right in front of Bobby, and we’ll go on with our lesson for today.”

Bobby and Bill looked at each other and began to whisper. By recess they had
decided they didn’t like Molly because she had red hair and was overweight.
When Molly took her seat after recess, Bobby and Bill began to chant together,
“Molly, Molly, bigger than a trolley. Molly, sitting next to Bob, looking like a big
fat slob!”

When Molly started crying, Bill hit her on the shoulder. “We don’t like you,” he
said. “We wish you’d never come to our school. Then Bill swore at her.

Ms. Anderson heard what the boys said and saw Molly crying. She sent Bobby
and Bill to the principal’s office to learn some better language.

SWEAR-WORD SANDY

Sandy liked to show off in front of her friends by using swear words. She did it
everywhere—on the school bus, in class, in the washroom. At first people were
impressed. Then even her friends started to get tired of Sandy’s language.

For several days, Sandy had been “goof-
ing off” on the school bus. She threw gum
wrappers through the open windows and
left trash on the floor. One morning as she
got on the bus, the bus driver told her to sit
up front so that he could keep an eye on
her. Sandy shouted some swear words at
the top of her voice as an insult to the driver.
She got off the school bus and started to
walk to school.

When she got to school, she met her friend Kerri. They decided to go in the wash-
room to talk.”Wait ‘til I tell you about that dumb Mr. Ryan,” Sandy said. “He had
the nerve to tell me to sit up front where he could watch me and I just swore at him
and then. . .”

Just at that minute, Ms. Klein walked into the washroom. She overheard Sandy
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talking about Mr. Ryan. Now Sandy is sitting out recess for a week in the principal’s
office.

RESULTS OF USING IMPROPER LANGUAGE

Using bad language can get you in trouble with friends, teachers or parents—sometimes
all three! Most people do not like hearing words that offend them—words that make
them feel bad or uncomfortable. Most people do not want to be around others who use
language that’s embarrassing.

Using bad language may make others decide that they prefer not to be
around you. Others may decide not to include you in games or parties
or school activities because of the way you talk.

Teachers usually punish those who use bad language. Often, parents
are told that their student has used bad language. You get a “reputa-
tion” for using bad language—that is, people expect you to use bad
words and begin to avoid you.

HOW TO PREVENT USING IMPROPER LANGUAGE

Here are a few tips on how to avoid using improper language:

Start by thinking how others will react. If you think other people may be
unhappy with what you are about to say, don’t say it! If Bobby and Bill had
thought first, they might not have hurt Molly’s feelings by their words.

Do you lose your temper easily? If you do, you may say things when you
are angry that you regret later. Try counting to ten, or walking away from a
situation that makes you angry. Think before you speak, not afterward!

Talk with a friend, parent, counselor or teacher about your language. Being
willing to talk about a problem shows that you really want to change. Try
writing a goal such as this one: “Before I use a bad word, I’ll think about
how it makes others feel.”

On the following pages, you’ll find some questions about the material you just read.
These questions will help you to understand the reasons for your behavior, and will help
you set goals for changing.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 3.1
USING IMPROPER LANGUAGE

NAME _____________________________

DATE ______________________________

GRADE ____________________________

WHAT TO DO

The following questions will help you to avoid misbehaving. Write your answers in the
spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room, write on the backs of these
sheets. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. If we can’t read what
you write, you will have to do the packet again.

Think before you write your answers. Be honest with yourself about what you did and
why you did it.

Your answers are not graded. But your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your par-
ents may read what you have written.

1. What does it mean to “offend” someone?

2. How can saying something mean to someone or using swear words offend an-
other person?

3. Does swearing make you look more grown-up or less? Explain your answer.
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4. What did Bobby and Bill do that got them into trouble?

5. How do you think Molly felt when Bobby and Bill made fun of her and swore at
her? Why?

6. Do you think Sandy’s friends enjoy her language? Why or why not?

7. If you were Kerri, what advice could you give Sandy about her language.

8. Write two goals that will help you stop using bad language:

Goal # (1)

Goal # (2)
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 3.2
USING IMPROPER LANGUAGE

NAME _____________________________

DATE ______________________________

GRADE ____________________________
WHAT TO DO

The following questions will help you to avoid misbehaving. Write your answers in the
spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room, write on the backs of these
sheets. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. If we can’t read what
you write, you will have to do the packet again.

Think before you write your answers. Be honest with yourself about what you did and
why you did it.

Your answers are not graded. But your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your par-
ents may read what you have written.

1. You’ve been sent to the principal’s office again for using bad language. What did
you say this time?

2. What does the word “respect” mean to you? How does someone who respects
others talk when they are around other people?

3. Do you think Bobby and Bill respected Molly? Why or why not?
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4. Did they respect their teacher or the other students? Why or why not?

5. What might Sandy have done instead of swearing at Mr. Ryan?

6. How do you think Ms. Klein felt when she heard Sandy swearing in the wash-
room?

7. Why do students use bad language? Write as many reasons as you can think of.
Use the back of this page if you need more space.

8. Write two goals that can help you avoid getting in trouble again for using bad
language.

Goal # (1)

Goal # (2)
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FOURTH GRADE LEARNING PACKET # 4
DISTURBING CLASS

INSTRUCTIONS

This Learning Packet has two parts: (1) Text and (2) a Response Form.

The Text explains causes for what you did, and:

tells two stories about students who broke the same school rule,
shows what happens when you break this rule,
tells ways to avoid breaking this rule again.

The Response Form asks questions about the text that will help you to avoid
getting into trouble in the future.

The Text starts below. Read it carefully. Think about what you are reading and what you
did. Then write answers to the questions on the Response Form.

CAUSES OF DISTURBING CLASS

Some students disturb class to get everybody’s attention. Others do it
because they don’t care whether or not their classmates learn any-
thing. Still others do it because they don’t have their minds on
learning. Whatever the cause, when class is disturbed learning
becomes impossible.

Sometimes, people disturb class to avoid doing class work. Oth-
ers disturb class because they are bored. Still others do it because
they don’t like school or are angry at someone in the class. When
they become frustrated or bored or angry, they do something to
disturb the class. For these people, disturbing class is a way of not
having to deal with school.

Now you will read two stories about students who disturbed their classes. See if you
recognize yourself in them.

HYPER MOE

Moe was named after his uncle, Moses. He is called Moe for short. But Moe
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learned early in life that he had the same name as a famous comedy character who
appeared with two other comics named Larry and Curly. Moe always acted like
Moe-the-comedian when he wanted to get out of doing something he had been
asked to do.

Last week, Moe was asked to help two other students give a report on
the Grand Canyon. Moe didn’t want to study geology, so he decided
to clown around instead. When George and Lisa were ready to give
their report, Moe had not prepared at all. George gave a good report
on how the Grand Canyon was formed by rushing water. Lisa showed
slides of the Grand Canyon, and talked about the rock formations.

When it came Moe’s turn, he stood between George and Lisa. He
made a funny face and said that he was going to act like the rush-
ing water. He made a noise like rushing water, then bopped George
and Lisa on their heads. Then he went “Eeep, eep, eep, gna, gna,
gna”! George and Lisa didn’t know what to do. The whole class
started laughing. Mrs. Tinley did not laugh. It took ten minutes
for the class to calm down. Then Mrs. Tinley took Moe to the
principal’s office.

MEAN MILLY

Millicent wasn’t always mean. She used to be easy to get along with. But when
she started studying math she got mean. Here’s how it happened. Everybody did
pretty well when we learned addition, subtraction, and multiplication. But when it
came to long division, everybody seemed to have trouble except Milly. She was
so good at arithmetic, division was easy.

Then we moved on the fractions. I couldn’t understand what was going on, but
Milly picked right up on fractions, and was halfway through the chapter while the
rest of us were still on the third page. By the time we got to decimals, Milly was
asking questions about algebra, whatever that is.

That’s when the trouble started. Milly would do all the problems ten times faster
than the rest of us. Then she would get bored. When she got bored, she would
make noises, or raise her hand to go to the washroom, or ask for permission to go
to the library. When she was told to stay in her seat, she would start nudging
someone with her toe, or pinching someone on the arm, or throwing things at the
back of people’s heads.
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One day, Milly was so bored, she brought a radio from home. When she turned it
on, the earphone line fell out and the music blasted out from the speaker. Every-
body jumped. Then they started laughing. Mr. Willis took the radio away from
Milly. She tried to get back. One thing led to another, and Milly wound up in the
principal’s office. Now she’s really bored. She just sits in the principal’s office
every day during recess and lunch.

RESULTS OF DISTURBING CLASS

The results of disturbing class are always the same. Others are prevented
from studying and learning. When a student disturbs class, the ordinary
routine of the class stops. Depending on the amount of disturbance, the
class may not return to normal for a long time. It’s hard to get a class to
calm down after it has been disturbed. For example, let’s say that
someone threw a brick through your class window and that it
landed on your desk in a shower of glass. Would you be able
to ignore the brick and go right back to working on your arith-
metic lesson? Not likely.

If there is a pattern of class disturbance—if one or more per-
sons disturb the class every school day—then the effect is
even greater. People learn to expect to be disturbed or inter-
rupted. And the students who create the disturbances see the reaction and are even more
likely to disturb the class in the future. Learning time is lost because of the selfish ac-
tions of a few people.

HOW TO PREVENT DISTURBING CLASS

Now that you’ve looked at some of the reasons that classes are disturbed, it’s time to set
some goals to prevent such behavior in the future. Students with similar problems have
written such goals as the following:

If I become bored with class because I am ahead of everyone else, I will go
to my teacher and ask for something else to work on.

When I become bored, I will not disturb others in the class. I will let them
work at their own pace, and I will not interrupt them as they try to learn.

If I don’t know why I disturb class, I will ask my teacher to help me learn
why so that I will not disturb others.
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I’ll keep in mind that other students have a right to learn without being
interrupted. I don’t have the right to interrupt them just because I am bored
or don’t like the work the class is doing.

On the following pages, you’ll find some questions about the material you just read.
These questions will help you to understand the reasons for your behavior, and will help
you set goals for changing.



Fourth Grade Principal #4: Disturbing Class        The Advantage Press, Inc.   ©1995, 2002

STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 4.1
DISTURBING CLASS

NAME _____________________________

DATE ______________________________

GRADE ____________________________
WHAT TO DO

The following questions will help you to avoid misbehaving. Write your answers in the
spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room, write on the backs of these
sheets. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. If we can’t read what
you write, you will have to do the packet again.

Think before you write your answers. Be honest with yourself about what you did and
why you did it.

Your answers are not graded. But your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your par-
ents may read what you have written.

1. What did you to do disturb class?

2. Why did you disturb the class? What did you hope to accomplish?

3. How were you caught? Did another student complain, or did the teacher see you
as you disturbed class?
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 4. Why did Moe disturb class?

5. If you were Moe’s best friend, what advice would you give him?

6. Milly disturbed class because she was bored. Does being bored give a person a
right to disturb others?

7. What are some of the reasons that people disturb class?

8. Write two goals that will help you avoid disturbing class in the future.

Goal # (1)

Goal # (2)
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 4.2
DISTURBING CLASS

NAME _____________________________

DATE ______________________________

GRADE ____________________________
WHAT TO DO

The following questions will help you to avoid misbehaving. Write your answers in the
spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room, write on the backs of these
sheets. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. If we can’t read what
you write, you will have to do the packet again.

Think before you write your answers. Be honest with yourself about what you did and
why you did it.

Your answers are not graded. But your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your par-
ents may read what you have written.

1. You have been caught disturbing class again. What happened this time?

2. Explain some of the reasons that people disturb class as described in the text of
this packet. Do any apply to you? If so, how? If not, explain why you disturbed
class this time.

3. Why may a student who disturbs class end up without many friends?
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 4. Was Moe disturbing the class because he was angry or because he didn’t do the
work he was asked to do? Why was what he did silly?

5. Why do you think Milly felt that she had a right to disturb class because she was
bored?

6. What should Moe have done instead of disturbing class?

7. What should Milly have done instead of disturbing class?

8. Write two goals that will help you avoid disturbing class. When you have finished
writing the two goals, explain why you did not reach the goals you wrote about
last time. Use the back of this sheet if you need more room.

Goal # (1)

Goal # (2)
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FOURTH GRADE LEARNING PACKET # 5
BEING DISHONEST

INSTRUCTIONS

This Learning Packet has two parts: (1) Text and (2) a Response Form.

The Text explains causes for what you did, and:

tells two stories about students who broke the same school rule,
shows what happens when you break this rule,
tells ways to avoid breaking this rule again.

The Response Form asks questions about the text that will help you to avoid
getting into trouble in the future.

The Text starts below. Read it carefully. Think about what you are reading and what you
did. Then write answers to the questions on the Response Form.

CAUSES OF BEING DISHONEST

Some people are dishonest because they want to help themselves at the expense of oth-
ers. They are being selfish when they act this way. Other people who are being cheated
or lied to get upset. They have a right to feel upset because they are being treated un-
fairly.

Sometimes students feel that they are “entitled” to things—that is, that others owe them
something. They want things—a new pair of shoes or a jacket, a good grade on a test—
without having to work for them. They may do something dishonest,
like steal or cheat, to get what they want.

Next you will read  two stories about students who disturbed
their classes. See if you recognize yourself in them.

JAKE AND THE JACKET

Jake was so proud of his new jacket! He’d earned
the money himself, cutting lawns last summer and
delivering papers before school. Jake thought it was
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the best jacket anyone ever had. He wore it every day, and enjoyed it when other
people commented about it.

But Jake lost the jacket. He left it at the mall one day when he went with his mom
and older brother. He looked everywhere for it—at the food court, in the movie
theatre. The jacket was gone.

On Monday afternoon, Jake was the last one off the school bus. Kevin had left his
jacket behind. Jake thought about turning it in to the driver. And then he thought:
this is just like the jacket I lost. Kevin will think he lost his and this is my old one.
So Jake stuffed the jacket in his backpack and ran home.

Kevin missed his jacket when he got home. Next morning he talked to the bus
driver. “It has my name sewed in the lining,” Kevin said. “My mom did that, just
in case it was lost. I sure hope it turns up!”

Jake decided not to wear the jacket. But he kept it in his backpack all day. When
Kevin came in from recess, he saw the jacket hanging out of Jake’s bag. “What
are you doing with my jacket?” he asked Jake.

“No way is that yours! It’s mine! I bought it with my own money last year,” Jake
said, grabbing the jacket. “Give it back!”

But Kevin pulled the lining inside out and showed Jake the name tape: “Kevin
Summers.” Then he showed it to the teacher. Now Jake is in big trouble for steal-
ing Kevin’s jacket.

CHEATING CARRIE

Mr. Jones told the class all about the matching test a week ahead of time. The
students would have to match the states and their capital cities.

Carrie thought the assignment was boring. “No
way am I going to memorize all that stuff!” she
told her best friend Lisa. “Let’s go watch a video
at my house tonight.”

The movie lasted two hours. Then Carrie started
studying for the test.  But it was too much to
learn in one night. She was tired and kept fall-
ing asleep. So Carrie decided to cheat. She made
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a list of all the capitals on a small sheet of notebook paper. Then she stuck it in the
front pocket of her jeans where she could get it quickly.

When the test started, Carrie looked around. No one was watching her, so she
pulled out the slip of paper. She was copying off the list of capitals when Mr.
Jones walked by.

“What’s this all about, Carrie?” he asked. “You’re not getting by with cheating in
my class! Turn in your paper and go to the principal’s office!”

RESULTS OF BEING DISHONEST

When you act dishonestly, usually someone else is hurt. Jake hurt
Kevin by taking his jacket. Carrie disappointed Mr. Jones and hurt
the others who were taking the test honestly.

When you act dishonestly, it takes time for people to trust you again.
Kevin may watch Jake closely to see that he doesn’t take other things.
Mr. Jones will probably ask Carrie to sit near the front of the room
to keep an eye on her. It’s hard to regain the respect of others once
you’ve lost it.

HOW TO PREVENT BEING DISHONEST

Here are a few tips that will help you to change your behavior:

Stop being self-centered. Think about the feelings of others.

Stop thinking that the world “owes” you anything you didn’t earn—a new
jacket or a good grade on a test. If you want something, work for it. Don’t
lie or cheat to get it.

Think about why you cheat or steal. Then think of a goal to help you change
the way you behave. Carrie might write this goal: “I’ll start studying early
for a big test instead of waiting until the night before. Then I won’t have to
cheat.”

On the following pages, you’ll find some questions about the material you just read.
These questions will help you to understand the reasons for your behavior, and will help
you set goals for changing.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 5.1
BEING DISHONEST

NAME _____________________________

DATE ______________________________

GRADE ____________________________

WHAT TO DO

The following questions will help you to avoid misbehaving. Write your answers in the
spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room, write on the backs of these
sheets. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. If we can’t read what
you write, you will have to do the packet again.

Think before you write your answers. Be honest with yourself about what you did and
why you did it.

Your answers are not graded. But your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your par-
ents may read what you have written.

1. What did you do that was dishonest?

2. Why were you dishonest?

3. Some people say that “dishonesty is caused by being selfish.” Do you agree or
disagree? Why or why not?
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4. Why did Jake behave dishonestly toward Kevin?

5. How else might Jake have behaved when he saw that Kevin had lost his jacket?

6. If you were Lisa, how might you feel about Carrie’s cheating on the test? What
might you tell her to help her change her behavior?

7. How might other people begin to treat you if you get a reputation for being dis-
honest?

8. Write two goals that can help you behave more honestly.

Goal # (1)

Goal # (2)
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 5.2
BEING DISHONEST

NAME _____________________________

DATE ______________________________

GRADE ____________________________

WHAT TO DO

The following questions will help you to avoid misbehaving. Write your answers in the
spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room, write on the backs of these
sheets. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. If we can’t read what
you write, you will have to do the packet again.

Think before you write your answers. Be honest with yourself about what you did and
why you did it.

Your answers are not graded. But your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your par-
ents may read what you have written.

1. You’ve been sent to the principal’s office a second time for behaving dishonestly.
What did you do this time?

2. Why were you dishonest?

3. Why do teachers expect students to be honest?
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4. How was Jake dishonest toward Kevin?

5. Was anyone hurt by Carrie’s cheating? Explain your answer.

6. If you were a school counselor, what could you tell Jake and Carrie to help them
behave more honestly?

7. If one student cheats on a test, what happens to the other students who are honest
in taking the test? Explain your answer.

8. Write two goals that will help you with your own dishonest behavior.

Goal # (1)

Goal # (2)
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FOURTH GRADE LEARNING PACKET # 6
VANDALISM

INSTRUCTIONS

This Learning Packet has two parts: (1) Text and (2) a Response Form.

The Text explains causes for what you did, and:

tells two stories about students who broke the same school rule,
shows what happens when you break this rule,
tells ways to avoid breaking this rule again.

The Response Form asks questions about the text that will help you to avoid
getting into trouble in the future.

The Text starts below. Read it carefully. Think about what you are reading and what you
did. Then write answers to the questions on the Response Form.

CAUSES OF VANDALISM

In the middle ages, a “Vandal” was a member of a group of
war-like wanderers who raided towns and cities all across
Europe. Vandals stole or damaged property, and killed, kid-
napped or injured people. As time went by, the word “van-
dal” came to mean anybody who stole, killed or injured, and
damaged property, not just the members of the Vandal tribes.

Even now, in modern times, when a person destroys or damages property, he or she is
said to have vandalized that property. We have all read in newspapers or heard on TV
that someone has vandalized a car or vandalized someone’s house. This means that they
have damaged or destroyed the car or house. Sometimes, people vandalize property for
the fun of it. Most people, however, vandalize for one or more of the following reasons:

To get even with someone
To get back at an institution such as a school for some real or imagined

injury
To call attention to themselves
To gain status in some group, such as a street gang.
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Below are two stories about students who acted like Vandals. See if you recognize your-
self in them.

HOGBREATH THE HORRIBLE

Herbert Hogarth’s nickname was “Hogbreath.” No-
body knew whether he gave himself that name or it
was given to him by somebody else.  He was bigger,
stronger and tougher than anybody else in school.
He stood several inches taller than his classmates.
The Physical Education teacher said that he could
be a champion weightlifter or football player when
he grew up.

Hogbreath had two problems. First, he was short-tempered. He seemed to get
mad just about every day. Second, he didn’t know his own strength. So when
Hogbreath lost his temper. He started throwing things. And while somebody else
might get mad and slam a book down on the floor, Hogbreath would slam a whole
shelf of books down on the floor.

Everybody stayed out of Hogbreath’s way. He was friendly enough, and seemed
like a nice guy. But you never knew when he was going to lose his temper. Things
seemed to get worse after he did poorly in the fourth grade. He was held back for
another year to practice his reading and arithmetic skills. To have to do the fourth
grade over again really got under his skin.

The end of this story came last week. Hogbreath missed an arithmetic exam, and
was behind on most of his work. He could do the work, but he just wasn’t inter-
ested in school work anymore. When he got the test back, he just sat there, boil-
ing. The rest of the class left, and Mrs. Johnson told him that it was time to go to
lunch. But Hogbreath stayed.

When the class returned after lunch, Hogbreath was gone. And so were all the
class projects, the books from the students’ desks, and the entire contents of Mrs.
Johnson’s desk. They were on the grass, two floors below, beneath the windows.
The walls were marked with crayons, and the chalkboard was ruined with marks
from the same crayons. Hogbreath had become a vandal. The next day, he became
an ex-student at the school.
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DOG-IN-THE-MANGER DEBBIE

There is an old story about a dog who wanted to sleep in a manger. That’s the box
where food was kept for the cows. The cows didn’t want the dog sleeping in their
lunchbox. But the dog kept trying to get into it anyway. When he saw that he was
not going to be able to fight the cows off and sleep in the manger, the dog would
mess up the manger so that the cows couldn’t use it either. This is the origin of the
expression, “dog in the manger,” which is used to describe someone who will ruin
something rather than let anybody else have it or enjoy it. This is why I call Debbie
a “dog-in-the-manger.”

Here’s the story. One day last month, a brand new cd player
was donated to the music class. Debbie had many cds at home,
and wanted to use the player to play her them during recess.
Her teacher told her that the new cd player could be used only
for school projects.

That afternoon, after school was over, Debbie sneaked back to the music room
and took the cd player out of the closet. She took a cd from the school cd library
and bent it until it cracked. Debbie then put the borken cd in the player and turned
it on. The machine ran for a few seconds, then jammed. Now nobody could play
the machine.

Debbie had become a “dog-in-the-manger.” If she
couldn’t play the cd player, she would fix it so no-
body could play it. Unfortunately for Debbie, she
accidentally dropped her charm bracelet by the

jammed cd player. Everybody knew whose bracelet
it was, so the next day Debbie was taken to the

principal’s office.

RESULTS OF VANDALISM

When you set out to destroy or damage something, sooner or later everybody will know
that you were the one who did the vandalism. If you are a destructive person, you’ll be
the number-one suspect, as the crime shows put it. No matter how you might try to hide
what you have done, eventually somebody will find out. When that happens, you are in
serious trouble.

In addition to being in trouble, you or your parents may be responsible for the damage
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you have done. The Juvenile Division of the police department may have no choice but
to investigate you and turn you over to the juvenile authorities. Who needs to have a
police record when he or she is only in the fourth grade?

The worst harm is not to the property damaged, but to
the person who did the damage. Being destructive never
solved any problem. Tearing something up only makes
things worse. Being a vandal can become a habit which,
if not broken soon, can become a way of life. This way
of life leads to more trouble. The jails are full of people
who got in trouble early, and kept getting in trouble un-
til they wound up in prison. Don’t let this happen to
you!

HOW TO PREVENT VANDALISM

Here are a few tips that will help you to avoid becoming a vandal:

When you have the urge to damage or destroy something, stop! Sit down,
and think about what you are about to do and why you are doing it. Is it
really worth the risk? What do you hope to accomplish?

Try to find constructive ways to deal with your problems and frustrations.
If you think you are going to damage something, ask your teacher to help
you find other ways of dealing with the situation.

Don’t hang around with other vandals. Don’t let yourself be influenced by
people who would draw you into their destructive ways.

Try to understand that everything that is valuable was built by people who
were constructive, not destructive. If the Vandals were so great, where are
they now? They wrote no books, composed no music, and created no art.
But the temptation to be destructive is always present. When you become a
vandal, the person who is really hurt is you.

On the following pages, you’ll find some questions about the material you just read.
These questions will help you to understand the reasons for your behavior, and will help
you set goals for changing.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 6.1
VANDALISM

NAME _____________________________

DATE ______________________________

GRADE ____________________________

WHAT TO DO

The following questions will help you to avoid misbehaving. Write your answers in the
spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room, write on the backs of these
sheets. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. If we can’t read what
you write, you will have to do the packet again.

Think before you write your answers. Be honest with yourself about what you did and
why you did it.

Your answers are not graded. But your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your par-
ents may read what you have written.

1. What did you damage or destroy? How did you do it?

2. How were you caught? Did someone tell on you, or did you make a mistake?

3. What are some of the causes of vandalism?
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4. Why did Hogbreath lose his temper all the time?

5. If you were Hogbreath’s best friend, what advice would you give him to help him
avoid being so destructive?

6. Debbie thought she had a right to use the player. Why did she think she had that
right?

7. What does it mean to be a “dog-in-the-manger”? Why is this not a good attitude to
have?

8. Write two goals that will help you to avoid being a vandal in the future.

Goal # (1)

Goal # (2)



Fourth Grade Principal #6: Vandalism         The Advantage Press, Inc.   ©1995, 2002

STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 6.2
VANDALISM

NAME _____________________________

DATE ______________________________

GRADE ____________________________

WHAT TO DO

The following questions will help you to avoid misbehaving. Write your answers in the
spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room, write on the backs of these
sheets. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. If we can’t read what
you write, you will have to do the packet again.

Think before you write your answers. Be honest with yourself about what you did and
why you did it.

Your answers are not graded. But your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your par-
ents may read what you have written.

1. Describe how your vandalism affected others.

2. How would you feel if somebody destroyed or damaged something that belonged
to you?

3. Write some of the causes of vandalism. Then write some of the results.
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4. Hogbreath was bigger and stronger than his classmates. Did this give him the
right to tear up things when he got angry? Explain your answer.

5. When Debbie found out that she couldn’t use the tape player anytime she wanted
to, she made it impossible for anybody to use it. Explain why Debbie would think
that this was a good idea.

6. Imagine that Hogbreath and Debbie are both friends of yours. What suggestions
would you make to them to help them avoid being destructive in the future?

7. What are the results of your vandalism? How has being caught affected your life?

8. The last time you were caught vandalizing, you wrote two goals that were sup-
posed to help you change your behavior. Obviously, they didn’t work. What went
wrong? Write two new goals, then explain why they will work. Use the back of
this sheet if you need more room.

Goal # (1)

Goal # (2)
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FOURTH GRADE LEARNING PACKET # 7
BUS, PLAYGROUND, AND CAFETERIA PROBLEMS

INSTRUCTIONS

This Learning Packet has two parts: (1) Text and (2) a Response Form.

The Text explains causes for what you did, and:

tells two stories about students who broke the same school rule,
shows what happens when you break this rule,
tells ways to avoid breaking this rule again.

The Response Form asks questions about the text that will help you to avoid
getting into trouble in the future.

The Text starts below. Read it carefully. Think about what you are reading and what you
did. Then write answers to the questions on the Response Form.

CAUSES OF BUS, PLAYGROUND, AND CAFETERIA PROBLEMS

When you are on a bus, in a playground, or in a classroom, you will be interacting with
other students. You will have conversations, and will work on projects together. This is
all training for being able to get along with your co-workers and friends when you grow
up. Learning to work together is one of the most important skills you can ever learn.

Some people have problems being with others, expecially in
a larger group setting. When they don’t get their way, they
may become angry or frustrated. Others have trouble control-
ling their impulses. If they think about hitting the person in
the seat in front of them, they hit him or her without thinking
about the consequences. Others are bored and withdraw. When
these things happen, trouble usually starts.

Some people will misbehave if they think that no adult is
watching them. When you are on a bus, in a playground or in
a classroom, sometimes you are not under direct supervision.
The bus driver concentrates on the road, adults on the play-
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ground may be looking the other way, and teachers may be helping another student.
These are the times when some people can’t resist the temptation to cause trouble. If you
have this problem, you should discuss it honestly with your teacher.

Below are two stories about students who have misbehaved on the bus, in a playground,
or in class. See if you recognize yourself in them.

POOR-IMPULSE-CONTROL PETE

Pete has what they call “poor impulse control.” When he feels like doing some-
thing, he usually does it. If Pete sees a book about to fall on the floor, he will give
it a push to make it fall. If he sees somebody whose shoes have become untied, he

will step on a shoelace to make the person trip. If Pete sees a cat
stalking a bird, he will make a big noise, not to save the bird but to
surprise the cat.

Pete never thinks before he acts. His older brother Rick
is the same way. Last week, Rick was riding on

his motorcycle along the shoreline when he saw
a friend sunbathing on the beach. Instead of get-
ting off the road at the next intersection, Rick
gunned the motor, jumped the curb, and took
off across the dunes—right in front of a police
patrol car. Rick lost his license.

Last week, Pete started a “pass it on” game on the bus. He hit the boy in front of
him, and said “Pass it on!” The boy hit the person in front of him, and said the
same thing. In a few moments, everybody on the bus was hitting the person sitting
in front of him or her. The driver had to stop and make the students stop. Now
everybody on the bus is in trouble.

PRETTY PAULA, THE PLAYGROUND POUT

We’ll let Paula’s former friend, Shelley, tell the story. She was standing by Paula
when the fight started.

“Paula was a good friend. We rode the bus together every day this year. We were
on the playground and Paula was showing off her new earrings. She was not
supposed to wear them to school, so she hid them in her pocket and put them on
during recess. Paula’s older sister had pierced her ears, and she was really proud
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of those earrings.

One of the other girls started making fun of Paula, calling her names.
She got mad and told them to leave her alone. One of them tried to grab
the earrings, and Paula slapped her right in the face. One of the other
girls did manage to grab one of the earrings and tried to pull it off.

Well, she didn’t know that Paula’s ears were pierced, so when she yanked
on the earring. Paula let out a scream and hit her in the mouth. Both of
them fell down on the ground, Paula holding onto her torn ear and the
other girl holding onto her broken tooth.

Both of them had to go to receive emergency treatment. They took a
stitch in Paula’s ear, but there was no way they could put the other girl/
s tooth back together. Both of them are in trouble, and both sets of
parents want to sue each other and the school. Now Paula just sits around
and pouts. And the other girl, “Snaggletooth,” everybody calls her, is
just waiting for a chance to get even.

RESULTS OF BUS, PLAYGROUND, AND CAFETERIA PROBLEMS

In Pete’s case, he’s in trouble at school. In Paula’s case, she and the other girl are in
trouble at school, both have injuries that have to heal, both girls have grudges to settle,
and both sets of parents want to take each other to court. All of this could have been
avoided if Pete and Paula had just followed a few simple school rules.

The purpose of the bus is to take students back and forth to school. It’s not a playpen.
The purpose of recess is to allow students to take a break from their studies, to relax, and
walk around after sitting at a desk. It’s not a boxing ring or a fashion show.

HOW TO PREVENT BUS, PLAYGROUND, AND CAFETERIA PROBLEMS

Here are a few tips that will help prevent you from causing trouble on the bus, in the
playground, or in class:

Think before you act.

Consider the effect your actions have on others.

Try to understand that others have a right to be left alone.
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Learn to treat others as you would like to be treated.

Be aware that when you cause trouble for someone else, that person will
usually try to cause trouble for you.

Try to figure out why you keep getting in trouble. If you can’t figure it out
on your own, ask your teacher or a counselor for help.

On the following pages, you’ll find some questions about the material you just read.
These questions will help you to understand the reasons for your behavior, and will help
you set goals for changing.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 7.1
BUS, PLAYGROUND, AND CAFETERIA PROBLEMS

NAME _____________________________

DATE ______________________________

GRADE ____________________________

WHAT TO DO

The following questions will help you to avoid misbehaving. Write your answers in the
spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room, write on the backs of these
sheets. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. If we can’t read what
you write, you will have to do the packet again.

Think before you write your answers. Be honest with yourself about what you did and
why you did it.

Your answers are not graded. But your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your par-
ents may read what you have written.

1. What did you do that got you in trouble?

2. How did your actions affect others? Was anyone hurt?

3. What are some of the reasons people cause trouble on the bus or the playground or
in class?
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4. Pete couldn’t control his impulses. When he wanted to do something, he just did
it without thinking about the consequences. How can this attitude get you in trouble?

5. If you were Pete’s friend, what advice would you give him that would help him
stop misbehaving?

6. Why do you think Paula brought the earrings to school when she knew it was
against school rules?

7. Why did the other girls pick on Paula? Who is in the wrong here?

8. Write two goals that will help you to avoid misbehaving on the bus or playground,
or in class.

Goal # (1)

Goal # (2)
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 7.2
BUS, PLAYGROUND, AND CAFETERIA PROBLEMS

NAME _____________________________

DATE ______________________________

GRADE ____________________________

WHAT TO DO

The following questions will help you to avoid misbehaving. Write your answers in the
spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room, write on the backs of these
sheets. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. If we can’t read what
you write, you will have to do the packet again.

Think before you write your answers. Be honest with yourself about what you did and
why you did it.

Your answers are not graded. But your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your par-
ents may read what you have written.

1. You have been in trouble before. What did you do this time? Explain what hap-
pened.

2. Do you know why you get into trouble? Can you think of anything about your
attitude that may be causing you to get in trouble?

3. What are some of the results of misbehaving on the bus or playground, or in
class? What are some of the results from your misbehavior?
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4. Pete is not a bad person, but he can’t control his actions. When he wants to do
something, he just does it. Why is this a bad way to live? Explain.

5. Neither Paula nor the other girls were able to control themselves. What is their
problem? Explain.

6. What advice would you give to Paula and to the other girls about the way they
treat others?

7. Last time you got into trouble, you wrote two goals that were supposed to help
you avoid getting in trouble again. Obviously, they didn’t work, since you are
here again. Why didn’t you reach the goals you wrote? Explain.

8. Write two goals that would help you to avoid getting in trouble on the bus of
playground and in class. Make sure that these goals are more workable than the
last ones you wrote. Use the back of this sheet if you need more room to write.

Goal # (1)

Goal # (2)
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FOURTH GRADE LEARNING PACKET # 8
GETTING ALONG WITH OTHERS

INSTRUCTIONS

This Learning Packet has two parts: (1) Text and (2) a Response Form.

The Text explains causes for what you did, and:

tells two stories about students who broke the same school rule,
shows what happens when you break this rule,
tells ways to avoid breaking this rule again.

The Response Form asks questions about the text that will help you to avoid
getting into trouble in the future.

The Text starts below. Read it carefully. Think about what you are reading and what you
did. Then write answers to the questions on the Response Form.

CAUSES OF NOT GETTING ALONG WITH OTHERS

Some students do not get along with others because they always want to get their own
way. They feel that they should never have to do anything they don’t want to do.

Other students feel unsure of themselves. We say that they
have “low self-esteem” or a bad self-image. They bully
and tease others to feel bigger or stronger or better
about themselves. They think that others are im-
pressed. Actually, most people just see them as bul-
lies or troublemakers.

On the following pages are two stories about students
who have had trouble getting along with others. See if you
recognize yourself in them.

GEORGE GRABS THE GLUE

The students in Ms. Bennett’s class were doing an art project. There were only a
dozen bottles of glue. The students were asked to work in groups of three or four
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and share the glue.

George was supposed to work with Rick and Bill. George
left to use the washroom. Everything was going well. Rick
and Bill were passing the glue bottle back and forth be-
tween them as they worked.

Then George came back. “Give me the glue!” he yelled
at Rick. Rick told him to wait a minute and he would be
through with it.

“I’m not waiting on you for one minute!” George said.
He grabbed the glue out of Rick’s hand, pushed Rick and
ran to the other side of the room. The teacher saw what
George did and sent him to the office for not being coop-
erative with his group.

MARCI MAKES FUN OF MARY

Marci is a good student and usually gets good grades. She’s also a top gymnast
who takes private lessons and is on the gymnastics team. But nobody seems to
like Marci.

The reason? Marci has a bad habit of making fun of other students. When some-
one makes a mistake in class, she snickers and giggles. When someone makes a
mistake in gymnastics class, she points at the person and tries to make her feel
bad.

Mary is overweight. She also broke her ankle in an accident last fall. She’s still
having problems with it and sometimes she slips or misses a move in gym class.
Marci likes to make fun of Mary.

“Look at that stupid cow!” she’ll say to Heather, her best friend. “You’d think
she’d learn how to do that flip—we’ve only been doing it for six weeks! It’s your
basic no-brainer but she still can’t do it! What a dope!”

“Shame on you, Marci,” said Ms. Stein when she heard Marci’s remarks. “How
would you feel if someone called you stupid? You’re going to the principal’s of-
fice to learn not to make fun of others!”
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RESULTS OF NOT GETTING ALONG WITH OTHERS

Everyone needs to be respected. We all want others to think well of us. When we act
selfishly or hurt another person’s feelings, others may not respect us.

When students don’t cooperate in the classroom or on the playground, unpleasant things
happen. Marci makes good grades and is a top gymnast, but people don’t like to be
around her. She makes fun of everyone who makes a mistake. People often refuse to
work with George because they know he won’t share the art supplies.

Being cooperative and getting along with others help us to be liked. Being liked makes
us feel good about ourselves. Other people like us more. We are included and respected
when we get along with others.

HOW TO GET ALONG WITH OTHERS

The best way to avoid not getting along with others is to see the problems that happen
when you don’t cooperate. Sometimes people don’t want you as a friend. Others see you
as selfish or unkind. Here are some tips that will help you get along with others:

Try thinking about the feelings of others. Don’t think only of yourself.

Try being positive with others. Make it a point to smile. Go out of your way
to be helpful. Try it—you’ll like it!

Set a goal that will help you change the way you act. Here is a goal that
Marci wrote: “I will help the other students do their best in gymnastics
class. I will show them how to do a move if they have trouble. And I won’t
make fun of them, no matter what they do.”

On the following pages, you’ll find some questions about
the material you just read. These questions will help you
to understand the reasons for your behavior, and will help
you set goals for changing.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 8.1
GETTING ALONG WITH OTHERS

NAME _____________________________

DATE ______________________________

GRADE ____________________________

WHAT TO DO

The following questions will help you to avoid misbehaving. Write your answers in the
spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room, write on the backs of these
sheets. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. If we can’t read what
you write, you will have to do the packet again.

Think before you write your answers. Be honest with yourself about what you did and
why you did it.

Your answers are not graded. But your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your par-
ents may read what you have written.

1. What happened to make your teacher think that you do not get along well with
others?

2. What does the word “cooperation” mean? Why is cooperation important in a class-
room or on the playground?

3. Would most students want to attend a school where no one got along with anyone
else? Why or why not?
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4. Why was George not able to share the glue with Rick and Bill?

5. How might George have acted instead of grabbing the glue from Rick?

6. Why did Marci like to make fun of other students?

7. How might Mary have felt when she heard what Marci said about her?

8. Write two goals that will help you get along better with others.

Goal # (1)

Goal # (2)
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 8.2
GETTING ALONG WITH OTHERS

NAME _____________________________

DATE ______________________________

GRADE ____________________________

WHAT TO DO

The following questions will help you to avoid misbehaving. Write your answers in the
spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room, write on the backs of these
sheets. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. If we can’t read what
you write, you will have to do the packet again.

Think before you write your answers. Be honest with yourself about what you did and
why you did it.

Your answers are not graded. But your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your par-
ents may read what you have written.

1. You’re back in the principal’s office for failing to get along with others. What
happened this time?

2. Why do people need to cooperate?

3. What kind of person was George in the story you just read?
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4. How might Rick and Bill feel when they are asked to work in George’s group in
the future?

5. Do you think Marci has many friends? Why or why not?

6. If you were a school counselor, what might you tell Marci about getting along
with people?

7. “Being cooperative means being helpful to other people.” What does this sen-
tence mean?

8. Write two goals that will help you remember to get along better with others.

Goal # (1)

Goal # (2)
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FOURTH GRADE LEARNING PACKET # 9
MAKING CHOICES

INSTRUCTIONS

This Learning Packet has two parts: (1) Text and (2) a Response Form.

The Text explains causes for what you did, and:

tells two stories about students who broke the same school rule,
shows what happens when you break this rule,
tells ways to avoid breaking this rule again.

The Response Form asks questions about the text that will help you to avoid
getting into trouble in the future.

The Text starts below. Read it carefully. Think about what you are reading and what you
did. Then write answers to the questions on the Response Form.

CAUSES OF NOT MAKING GOOD CHOICES

There are many reasons for making bad decisions. Some students
want attention. They like to be noticed and feel good only when people
are looking at or listening to them.

Other students give in to what we call “peer pressure.” They do some-
thing just because everyone else is doing it. They are followers, not
leaders. They usually take the easy way out.

Other students are selfish and self-centered. They want their own way,
no matter what the cost. They seldom think about the way others may
feel.

On the following pages are two stories about students who have had problems making
choices. See if you recognize yourself in them.

CURT THE CLASS CLOWN

Curt is a fourth-grade student in Ms. Keller’s class. He always has to be reminded
to do his work. Ms. Keller is always saying, “Curt, for goodness’ sake, get to
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work!” But Curt is always talking to the students sitting around him.

Curt likes to be the center of attention. People often call him “the class clown.”
One day last week, he got bored in class. So he glued the pages of Jill’s book
together.

When Jill tried to open her book, the pages stuck together and she couldn’t turn
them. Curt whispered to Dan what he had done. Then they both laughed while Jill
pulled on her book.

Ms. Keller happened to walk by Curt’s desk and saw the glue stick he was trying
to hide. “Curt, go straight to the principal’s office!” she said. “You’ll just have to
stop trying to be the class clown.”

PUSHY PAM AND PEGGY

Pam and Peggy are best friends. They go everywhere together. One day their class
was invited to watch Ms. Thompson’s class put on a play. Ms. Knight told the
class that afternoon, “We’ll need to leave our classroom just before 2 o’clock.
Remember to walk quietly in the hall and don’t stop at the water fountains.”

At five minutes to two, everyone lined up to make the
trip upstairs to see the play. Pam and Peggy had to be told
twice to settle down because they were making a distur-
bance. They were giggling and pushing other people in
line. As the class walked through the hall, they stopped to
get a drink of water. Then they pushed their way back
into the line ahead of Tim and Jason.

“This is the last time I’m warning you two,” Ms. Knight
said. “Instead of going to the play, you’ll report to the
principal’s office at once!”

RESULTS OF NOT MAKING GOOD CHOICES

Usually, bad things happen when poor choices are made. If you don’t study for a test,
you may make a low grade on the test. If you cheat, you may get caught. If you come to
class unprepared, your teacher may ask you to stay in at recess to finish your work.

Poor choices can lead to bad results in the future. Pam and Peggy made a poor choice
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when they decided to misbehave in line. They missed
seeing a play that they wanted to see. Now they have a
disciplinary mark on their records. At the end of the
year, they may be passed over for awards. Other stu-
dents may not want to be friends with them because
they often misbehave.

Curt had to play the class clown all the time. His class-
mates and teacher are already tired of his acting out.
“Oh, him!” they’ll say. “He just plays the clown all the
time. No one takes him seriously anymore.”

HOW TO LEARN TO MAKE GOOD CHOICES

No one can be expected to make good choices all the time. But if you make all your
decisions because of peer pressure or because you want attention, you may be unhappy
with most of those decisions. You can improve your choices if you learn to make better
decisions.

Here are some practical suggestions that may work for you:

Think about why you are making a decision. Consider many possible
choices, not just one or two. Talk with a friend, parent, teacher or counselor
if you need help.

Weigh each possible choice. Try to think about the best and worst thing that
could happen if you acted in a certain way.

Pick your best choice and then think about the results. Would you be happy
if things turned out this way?

Let each decision help you with the next choice you make. This will help
you to learn from both good and bad choices.

On the following pages, you’ll find some questions about the material you just read.
These questions will help you to understand the reasons for your behavior, and will help
you set goals for changing.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 9.1
MAKING CHOICES

NAME _____________________________

DATE ______________________________

GRADE

WHAT TO DO

The following questions will help you to avoid misbehaving. Write your answers in the
spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room, write on the backs of these
sheets. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. If we can’t read what
you write, you will have to do the packet again.

Think before you write your answers. Be honest with yourself about what you did and
why you did it.

Your answers are not graded. But your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your par-
ents may read what you have written.

1. What choice did you make today that got you into trouble?

2. Give an example of a good decision you made today.

3. Now give an example of a bad decision you made during this week. Explain why
you think the decision was not good.
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4. How can a bad choice that you make have a bad effect on others? Explain.

5. Why do you need to think about something before you act?

6. Why did Curt glue the pages of Jill’s book?

7. Why did Pam and Peggy make a poor choice in the way they acted on the way to
the play?

8. Write two goals that will help you make better choices.

Goal # (1)

Goal # (2)
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 9.2
MAKING CHOICES

NAME _____________________________

DATE ______________________________

GRADE

WHAT TO DO

The following questions will help you to avoid misbehaving. Write your answers in the
spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room, write on the backs of these
sheets. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. If we can’t read what
you write, you will have to do the packet again.

Think before you write your answers. Be honest with yourself about what you did and
why you did it.

Your answers are not graded. But your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your par-
ents may read what you have written.

1. Here you are in the principal’s office again. What choice got you in trouble this
time?

2. Why is it a poor choice to watch television or a video instead of studying for a
test?

3. Name as many reasons as you can think of for making bad choices. Use the back
of this sheet if you need more space.
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4. How you think Jill felt when Curt glued the pages of her book together?

5. If you were Curt’s best friend, what could you tell him about making better choices?

6. How do you think the other students in Pam’s and Peggy’s class felt when they
misbehaved on the way to the play?

7. Imagine that you are the principal of Peggy’s and Pam’s school. What will you tell
them to help them behave better in the future?

8. Write two goals that will help you make better choices.

Goal # (1)

Goal # (2)
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FOURTH GRADE LEARNING PACKET # 10
GANG AWARENESS

INSTRUCTIONS

This Learning Packet has two parts: (1) Text and (2) a Response Form.

The Text explains causes for what you did, and:

tells two stories about students who broke the same school rule,
shows what happens when you break this rule,
tells ways to avoid breaking this rule again.

The Response Form asks questions about the text that will help you to avoid
getting into trouble in the future.

The Text starts below. Read it carefully. Think about what you are reading and what you
did. Then write answers to the questions on the Response Form.

WHAT CAUSES PEOPLE TO JOIN GANGS

Everybody likes to belong to a group of some kind. Our closest group is our family. This
group can include our mother, father, sisters, brothers, grandparents, uncles and aunts.
Other groups might include the Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts, the school band, a basketball
team, or a swimming team. As we get older, our interests widen, and we join groups of
people who are interested in computers, radio, art, music, movies, motorcycles, bicy-
cling, and hundreds of other things.

All of these groups have one thing in common. They are
positive ways of being involved with people who have
common interests. We may not like certain people in the
groups we belong to. But common interest and, in the
case of the family, love, holds the groups to-
gether and makes new people want to join them.

We all know about constructive groups. Do
we know any destructive groups? You bet we
do! One of the most destructive kinds of
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groups is the modern gang. They started as street gangs in the ’60s and ’70s, and became
just gangs in the ’80s and ’90s. Gangs are one of the most destructive elements in mod-
ern society. They have their own rules, and have no respect for the law or for the rights of
others. They claim that they protect their members. But they will not protect a member
who becomes a threat to the group itself. If you get into trouble, the group won’t protect
you.

In many American cities, the single greatest cause of death
among young people is fighting between gangs. Some gangs
steal to get money to operate. Others deal drugs, and are tied
into adult drug rings. Often, new members are given free drugs
in order to “hook” them, so that they have to depend on the
gang for their personal drug supply. Gangs fight over territory
in which to sell drugs.

In recent years, gangs have spread from the cities into the suburbs.
They have brought drugs, destruction and death with them. Gangs
are a dead-end street. Don’t start down that street. It’s harder to
leave a gang than it is to join one.

So what do gangs have to do with school? Absolutely nothing.
Schools are constructive communities that enable young people to
get an education and learn how to live productive, happy lives. But
schools are favorite recruiting grounds for gangs. Promises of money,
power and drugs are used to pull people into gangs, even in elemen-
tary school.

Gangs are against everything that schools stand for. They are destructive in almost every
way. They destroy the possibility of learning. They destroy the physical and mental
health of people who are too young to protect themselves. They destroy the relationships
you have with the members of constructive groups. Gangs turn you away from your
family, your friends, and the constructive activities that help to learn how to succeed in
society. What a waste!

Below are two stories about students who have experience with gangs. See if you recog-
nize yourself in them.

JENNIE, THE CHILD OF THE SUN

My name is Irene. Let me tell you about what happened to my sister, Jennie. She
was born in Southern California, just north of San Diego, near the beach. She was
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four years younger than me. She was blonde, and tanned, and full of energy. We
all spent a lot of time at the beach, and she looked like she had just climbed out of
the water on a sunbeam. She was so beautiful. She was like the sun. She shone all
the time.

We moved east when my father was transferred. We moved into the suburbs of a
large city, and I enrolled in school. I was in the 8th grade and Jennie was just
starting in the fourth. Everybody liked her from the very beginning. People said
that Jennie was one of the people who “never met a stranger.” That was true.
Everybody always felt that they had known Jennie forever.

Some of the older boys had joined a gang. We didn’t know anything about it.
We’d never been around gangs before. They dressed funny and had a lot of secret
handshakes. It all seemed kinda silly to us. They acted like children playing war
games, and we thought they would grow out of it. But they didn’t. They got worse.

It was like there were two kinds of boys
in school. One kind dressed nice and
worked hard and was nice to everybody.
The other kind dressed like creeps,
didn’t do any school work unless they
were forced to, and make a big deal out
making everybody’s life miserable.
They called themselves the “Cement
Trucks.” They pushed everybody
around.

I tried to stay away from them, but they threatened to kidnap Jennie if I didn’t do
what they said. So I sorta joined, see? I didn’t really want to. I was scared to death,
but I thought they might hurt Jennie if I didn’t go along with them. Everybody
said that I was too protective of Jennie, but I wasn’t. I just didn’t want anything to
happen to her.

They told us that they would protect us from a rival gang that cruised the neigh-
borhood after school. Warlock, he was the leader of the Cement Trucks, he was
the one who liked me. Maybe I liked him a little, too. I don’t know now.

One afternoon last month, when we were walking home, Warlock, the leader of
the Cement Trucks insisted on walking home with us. He said we needed protec-
tion. He grabbed Jennie and put her up on his shoulder. I was really scared, but I
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didn’t know what to do. Jennie was sitting on his shoulders, laughing. She didn’t
know any better. About that time, there was a loud popping noise, like big fire-
crackers. A car went by, and people were shooting at us.

It was a rival gang. Warlock dropped Jennie off of his shoulders, pulled her to his
chest, and turned away from the car. He was hit in the arm. The bullet went all the
way through his right biceps and into Jennie. The TV news called it “another
drive-by shooting.” But it wasn’t just another shooting. It was my sister Jennie
getting shot.

When she died, all the sunshine went out of my life. She never knew what hit her.
And for what? Because some stupid bully wanted to push a couple of girls around.
Because some other gang with some other stupid name wanted to get even with
the Cement Trucks. And Warlock? He survived—at least for a little while. What
happened to him, he brought on himself.

WARLOCK’S LAST WORDS

We wasn’t doing nothing, officer. We was just
walking along and these creeps drove by and
started shooting. I was holding Jennie on my
shoulders, and her sister was walking beside me.
I was protecting them on the way home, because
we had got word that the Cruisers were going to make
a hit today. I was trying to friendly with Jennie’s sister, you
know, and I told them I would protect them on the way home.

We don’t really have a gang, see? It’s just some guys who hang around together.
We call ourselves “The Cement Trucks” because my old man used to drive a
cement truck. We don’t deal no dope or nothing like that. That’s the other gangs
that do that. I guess they call me the leader because I named the group. But we
ain’t no gang. Hey, I’m scared of gangs, you know what I’m saying? We just have
this little social club. The last thing in the world that I would want to do is get
mixed up in a gang war. Look at me. I got a bullet hole in me and I ain’t even done
nothing! We was just standing there, officer.

NEWS ITEM: “WE WAS JUST STANDING THERE, OFFICER.”

These were the last words of James “Warlock” Schultz, leader of the “Cement
Trucks” street gang, who was killed last night when a revenge hit on a rival gang
ended with 3 dead and 14 injured. According to other gang members, Schultz was
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after Joe Goss, the leader of a rival gang called “The Cruisers,” who had injured
him in a shooting earlier in the day. That shooting resulted in the death of Jennie
Swanson, a fourth grader at Keystone Elementary School. Goss and Schultz were
both killed during the Cement Trucks raid on the Cruisers’ headquarters in an
abandoned south side warehouse.

RESULTS OF BEING A GANG MEMBER

When you join a gang, don’t expect to be able to do the same things you did before
joining the gang. When you join a gang, you do what the gang tells you to do. If the gang
tells you to beat up somebody, you had better be ready to do it. If the gang tells you to
sell drugs, that’s what you have to do. If the gang tells you to hurt somebody, then you
have to do that, too. Sound scary? It should. It’s the truth. When you join a gang, your
life is not your own anymore. It belongs to the gang. Think about it.

So when you join a gang, don’t expect any sympathy from any of your old friends when
things don’t work out. You’ve stepped over the line now. You may think you’re safe, but
you’re not. And if for one minute you think the gang is going to come to your rescue,
think again. The gang doesn’t care about you. Do you have enough sense to be scared? If
you haven’t joined a gang yet, don’t. If you’ve already joined a gang, get out while you
still can.

HOW TO PREVENT BEING TAKEN IN BY A GANG

Here are a few tips that will help you to escape the gangs:

Don’t join a gang! Gangs do things that hurt people, so don’t join!

Don’t associate with people who belong to gangs.

If somebody tries to get you to join a gang, walk away.
Don’t talk to that person. Don’t have anything to do
with that person. If you are threatened, go straight to
your teacher or principal. You may be in real danger.

Remember that gangs deal in destruction. Do you want
to destroy your life? Wise up and stay away from gangs.

On the following pages, you’ll find some questions about the material you just read.
These questions will help you to understand the reasons for your behavior, and will help
you set goals for changing.

Be
Your

Own

Boss!
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 10.1
GANG AWARENESS

NAME _____________________________

DATE ______________________________

GRADE

WHAT TO DO

The following questions will help you to avoid misbehaving. Write your answers in the
spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room, write on the backs of these
sheets. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. If we can’t read what
you write, you will have to do the packet again.

Think before you write your answers. Be honest with yourself about what you did and
why you did it.

Your answers are not graded. But your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your par-
ents may read what you have written.

1. How did you get into trouble? Why have you been given this packet?

2. Why do people join gangs? Explain.

3. What effect do gangs have on school? Do they help you to learn?
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4. Jennie was a beautiful little girl. Her sister wanted to protect her. But she made a
mistake that was fatal for Jennie. What was that mistake?

5. Imagine that you are a member of the Cement Trucks. What would you say to
Irene to make things right?

6. Warlock—or more accurately, Jimmy Schultz—thought of himself as a hero, a
big gang leader. How would you describe him?

7. If you had known Irene before Jennie was shot, what advice would you have
given her?

8. Write two goals that will help you to avoid gangs in the future.

Goal # (1)

Goal # (2)
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 10.2
GANG AWARENESS

NAME _____________________________

DATE ______________________________

GRADE

WHAT TO DO

The following questions will help you to avoid misbehaving. Write your answers in the
spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room, write on the backs of these
sheets. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. If we can’t read what
you write, you will have to do the packet again.

Think before you write your answers. Be honest with yourself about what you did and
why you did it.

Your answers are not graded. But your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your par-
ents may read what you have written.

1. Why is it dangerous to belong to a gang?

2. This is the second time you have been caught being involved in gang activities.
Why did you go back to the gang?

3. What are the results of belonging to a gang? Explain in your own words.



Fourth Grade Principal #10: Gang Awareness         The Advantage Press, Inc.   ©1995, 2002

4. Irene wanted to protect her little sister. Explain why her decision to “go along”
with the leader of the Cement Trucks put her sister in danger.

5. At first, Irene was disgusted with the people in the gang. Why did she think that
Warlock was “kinda” attractive?

6. Warlock’s real name was Jimmy Schultz. Why do gang members have special
names? Do these names really make any difference? How? Explain.

7. Jennie died because she was with Warlock when the drive by shooting occurred.
Warlock died because he went after the person who had shot him and Jennie.
They both died uselessly. So what’s so great about being mixed up with a gang?
Explain.

8. Last time, you wrote about how you were going to escape gang activities. Now
here you are back again. Last time, you wrote two goals to help stay out of gangs.
This time, write three goals and tell us why they will help you move away from
the gang. Use the back of this sheet if you need more space.

Goal # (1)

Goal # (2)

Goal # (3)
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