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ELEMENTARY

DISCIPLINE LEARNING PACKET SYSTEM

Third Grade

INSTRUCTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

Elementary Discipline Learning Packets provide constructive learning experi-

ences for students who are being disciplined for violating school standards.

Ten Principal Learning packets are included, each about a different topic.

The Principal Learning Packets target more serious forms of unacceptable

behavior, such as fighting, stealing, controlling one’s temper and participating

in gang activities. These packets can be administered while the student is

being held in the principal’s office during a class period or after school in a

detention hall or room. Packets can even be sent home with a suspended

student. Their completion, including a parent’s signature, can be made a con-

dition of the student’s returning to class. Each Principal Learning Packet takes

a student about 30 minutes to complete.

These discipline learning packets provide the components for developing a

cooperative attitude, learning from past mistakes in order to avoid making

future mistakes, setting goals and accepting and incorporating constructive

suggestions into future actions.

Both Principal Learning Packets serve the following purposes:

To help students understand why they misbehave and what they

must do to change.

To help students realize, through goal-setting activities, that they

are responsible for making behavior improvements.

To help students think about their obligations to their fellow stu-

dents instead of simply doing whatever they want.

To serve as a meaningful consequence of misbehaving.
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Each Discipline Learning Packet consists of the following:

An easy-to-understand narrative text, which identifies the kind of

misbehavior, tells why such actions are wrong or self-destructive,

outlines the causes and consequences of such behavior, and

suggests ways of improving.

One or two illustrative stories in which fictional characters illustrate

various forms of unacceptable behavior and their consequences.

Two Response Forms, one form is for the first offense and one is

for the second.

Students are required to complete the Response Forms by answering ques-

tions related to the Packet text and to their particular behavioral problem.

Questions requiring more extensive answers may be completed on the back

of the response sheets. In some cases, students may need extra paper to

complete their answers.

The long-term purpose of these Discipline Learning Packets is to improve

students’ behavior in the future. We stress respecting the rights and feelings of

others, discovering the causes of misbehavior, understanding the short and

long-term implications of such behavior, taking responsibility for one’s actions,

and developing goals that will enable a student to change for the better.

Important to any student’s growth is the understanding that he or she is part of

a learning community that includes other students, teachers and school staff

and administration. Cooperating with teachers and fellow students, respecting

the rights of other individuals, and dealing constructively with problems is key

to being successful in both the school and the larger community. Inappropriate

behavior patterns that go unchanged can hinder students in later life, emotion-

ally and economically.

The short-term purpose of these packets is to serve as a negative conse-

quence for the student’s misbehavior. However, we have de-emphasized the

punitive aspect of discipline. Instead we have stressed positive learning expe-

riences that can result from understanding and reflecting on one’s behavior.

By emphasizing the feelings and rights of others, we hope to help students

develop a more empathetic and social understanding of the effects that their
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behavior has on other students, on classes, and on the school community as

a whole. By stressing the discovery of the causes of behavioral problems, we

attempt to help students better understand their own motivations.

By showing students where such behavior leads in the development of their

own lives, we try to bring to them an awareness of the implications of their

actions and the need to accept responsibility for those actions.

Finally, we stress setting individual goals for improvement. All of the materials

in these Packets are developed with the following step-by-step agenda for

improvement in mind:

Identifying inappropriate or destructive behavior

Identifying ethical issues

Identifying underlying causes of such behavior

Showing the short- and long-term implications of unacceptable

behavior

Setting goals that will help students change for the better

INSTRUCTIONS FOR USING THE PACKETS

1. Make extra copies of your Discipline Learning Packets. Don’t give stu-

dents the master copies. Save them for making additional copies.

2. Each time a student is disciplined, select one of the packets for him or

her to read. Also give him or her one of the corresponding response

forms.

3. Note that the Principal Learning Packets have two response forms to

handle “repeat offenders.” These students should read the improvement

packet text materials, and receive Student Response Packet # 2 the

second time.

4. Because the completed response packets may provide insight into how

students view themselves, they might be made available on a need-to-

know basis to teachers, counselors, a school’s Pupil Personnel Team,
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and others who work with the student. Before this is done, we suggest

you inform the student that you may be sharing this material with others.

5. A copy of the response form might be given to the student’s referring

teacher the next day. Keeping the teacher informed of steps being taken

to improve a student’s attitude or behavior will prove to be beneficial.

6. The student’s parents can also be asked to read and sign the completed

response form. This helps promote parent involvement in the

remediation process.

7. We recommend that a folder be kept for each student who is disciplined,

and that all completed response forms be filed.

8. We also suggest that an administrator, counselor, or teacher review with

the student his or her answers to the questions. This should be done as

soon as possible after the student hands in his or her completed re-

sponse form. This will help to reinforce an understanding of preventive

measures so the problematic behavior does not occur again.
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THIRD GRADE LEARNING PACKET # 1
FIGHTING

INSTRUCTIONS

This Learning Packet has two parts:

1. Text about misbehaving and how to prevent it.

2. A Response Form with questions about the text and how you can avoid
misbehaving.

Read the text carefully. As you read it, think about what you did. When you finish read-
ing, write answers to the questions on the Response Form.

CAUSES OF FIGHTING

Sometimes people fight when they can’t get what they want. If they can’t win an argu-
ment, they fight. If they can’t have their way, they fight. Some people fight because they
like to bully people. Others fight to defend themselves against bullies. There are many
reasons why people get into fights, but whenever you get into a fight, you also get into
trouble. Sometimes you get hurt. Nobody needs to be hurt.

On the next pages are two stories about students who got into fights. Do you see yourself
in them?

FIRECRACKER FREDDIE

Let me tell you about Freddie. He gets angry if he thinks that you don’t like him.
Freddie gets into a lot of fights. Because he gets into so many
fights, people stay away from him. This means that they don’t
like him. This makes Freddie more angry. He doesn’t realize
that he is his own worst enemy.

Last week, a new boy named Joe entered our school. People
told him that Freddie was always looking for a fight. Joe
said that he didn’t want to fight. He hoped that Freddie
would stay away from him. But Freddie walked up to
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Joe one day and asked him why he didn’t like him. Joe said that he didn’t care
about Freddie one way or the other. He just didn’t want to fight.

Freddie got angry because he thought Joe didn’t like him. He tried to hit Joe, but
Joe stepped out of the way. When Freddie tried to hit Joe again, Joe punched him
in the mouth. Joe said, “I didn’t say I couldn’t fight. I said I didn’t want to fight!”
The gym teacher saw the fight and took both of them to the principal’s office.

MAGGIE AND THE MUD WRESTLERS

Maggie didn’t like people to touch her. She was ticklish, and didn’t like to be
tickled. As soon as everybody found out that she was ticklish, everybody tried to
tickle Maggie. Boys especially tried to embarrass Maggie by coming up from
behind, grabbing her under the arms, and tickling her as hard as they could.

Maggie usually kicked the boy’s foot and broke away. One time she
couldn’t get loose. By the time the boy let her go, Maggie was very
angry. She looked for a big stick. One of the other girls calmed her
down. Then the bell rang for class.

Ever since that day, Maggie has carried a small piece of chain
in her pocket. Yesterday, a boy came up behind Maggie and
tried to tickle her. She saw him coming. She waited until
she felt his hands under her arms. Then she spun around
and hit him in the arm with the chain. When the boy’s
sister tried to stop her, she hit her too. Now all three have
to stay after school.

RESULTS OF FIGHTING

Fighting never really solves problems. The problem that led to the fight is still there
when the fight is over. If somebody doesn’t like you, getting into a fight with him is not
going to make him like you. It will make him like you less.

Besides, somebody usually gets hurt in a fight. Sometimes he or she is seriously hurt,
especially when a weapon or something like a piece of chain is used.

People who fight don’t have very many friends. Nobody wants to be around them. They
always seem to cause trouble. People think that they are more trouble than they are
worth. Once someone picks a fight with you, you always feel that you can’t trust that
person.
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HOW TO AVOID GETTING INTO FIGHTS.

Here are a few tips to help you to keep out of fights:

Don’t start fights.

Don’t let others make you fight.

Talk out problems with people. Don’t hit or hurt someone.

Don’t make friends with people who get into fights.

Ask yourself why you have been getting into fights.

Remember that fighting doesn’t make you important. It just makes people
not like you.

On the next pages, you’ll find some questions about the stories you just read. These
questions will help you to improve the way you act.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 1.1
FIGHTING

NAME __________________________________
DATE ___________________________________
GRADE       HOMEROOM__________________

WHAT TO DO

These questions will help you to behave better. Write your answers in the spaces below
the questions. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. Be honest with
yourself about what you did and why you did it. Your answers will not be graded. But
your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your parents may read your answers.

1. Why did you get into a fight?

2. Why didn’t you just walk away and refuse to fight?

3. What happened as a result of the fight?

4. Why did Freddie get into so many fights?
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5. If you were Freddie’s friend, what advice would you give him?

6. Why did Maggie not like to be touched?

7. If you were Maggie, how would you make people stop tickling you without fight-
ing them?

8. Write two goals that will help you to avoid fighting in the future.

Goal number 1:

Goal Number 2:
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 1.2
FIGHTING

NAME __________________________________
DATE ___________________________________
GRADE       HOMEROOM__________________

WHAT TO DO

These questions will help you to behave better. Write your answers in the spaces below
the questions. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. Be honest with
yourself about what you did and why you did it. Your answers will not be graded. But
your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your parents may read your answers.

1. You have been fighting again! Why did you get into a fight this time?

2. The goals you wrote last time didn’t work. Explain why.

3. Why is fighting not a good way to solve problems?
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 4. Freddie makes enemies when he could have made friends. What do you think
Freddie should do to avoid fighting?

5. Explain some of the causes of fighting.

6. Maggie didn’t want to fight, but she fought anyway. Explain why she fought.

7. Write a goal that will help Maggie avoid fighting.

8. Now that you have given Maggie some advice about avoiding fights, write two
goals that will help you avoid fights.

Goal number 1:

Goal Number 2:
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THIRD GRADE LEARNING PACKET # 2
SHARING

INSTRUCTIONS

This Learning Packet has two parts:

1. Text about misbehaving and how to prevent it.

2. A Response Form with questions about the text and how you can avoid
misbehaving.

Read the text carefully. As you read it, think about what you did. When you finish read-
ing, write answers to the questions on the Response Form.

CAUSES OF NOT SHARING

All students need to learn to share. There are many times when we need to get along with
others. There are times when we need to wait our turn to do something. Think about
baseball. Not everyone can be at bat at the same time!

Sometimes students don’t share because they can’t think about others. They think only
about what they want to do. They can’t share or take turns with others.

On the next pages are two stories about students who have not learned to share. Do you
recognize yourself in them?

PETE AND THE PAINTING

Pete likes art class. He likes it more than any other subject in school. Pete likes
to draw and paint.

The students in Pete’s third-grade class were working on a painting project
for Mother’s Day. Each student had a big piece of paper and some paints.

Everyone was told to paint a picture of a flower garden.

Pete worked hard on his painting. He was very
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proud of it. He knew he had only half an hour left, so he picked out the paints he
needed to finish the painting.

Jason came to Pete’s table. “Let me borrow the yellow paint, OK?” he said. “My
table ran out of two colors.”

Pete grabbed up the paint and pushed it under his seat. “No way!” he told Jason.
“It’s mine! I need it to finish my painting!”

Jason asked again but Pete still said no. Finally Ms. Ray told Pete that he had used
the yellow paint long enough. It was time to share it with Jason’s table. Pete didn’t
finish his painting in time—and he was sent to the principal’s office for not shar-
ing.

JENNY JUMPS ROPE

Jenny called herself “the jump rope champion”
of her third grade class. Jenny and her best friend
Lauren jumped rope better than anyone.

But one day Susan, a new student, came to
school. She liked to jump rope too. So at re-
cess, Lauren invited her to jump rope with her
and with Jenny.

Jenny jumped first while Lauren and Susan held
the rope. But Jenny missed on the first try so
Lauren was the next up. She jumped for a few
minutes and then she missed too. Then it was
Susan’s turn. She turned out to be a good
jumper—even better than “champion” Jenny.

Susan jumped for many minutes without missing. Jenny was getting angry. She
said she was tired of holding the rope for Susan, so she started to make the rope go
extra fast. Finally Susan missed, and the game started all over again—first Jenny,
then Lauren, then Susan.

When it was Susan’s turn again, Jenny threw down the rope. “I’m not playing
anymore!” she said. “It’s no fun holding the rope for Susan. Bor-ing!” She grabbed
up the rope and walked off the playground. Now Jenny is sitting in the principal’s
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office, thinking about learning to take turns.

RESULTS OF NOT SHARING

Students who do not share often get into trouble. Pete got in trouble when he wouldn’t
share his paints. Jenny got in trouble when she wouldn’t take turns holding the rope for
Susan.

People who don’t share usually don’t have many friends. Other people see them as self-
ish. They look for other people to work and play with—people who are willing to share.

 LEARNING TO SHARE

You can help yourself learn to share. You may even find that sharing can be fun!

Here are a few tips that will help you to learn to share.

Remember that other people have rights too. They should be able to paint,
play baseball or jump rope just as you can.

Try thinking about other people. Don’t always think only of yourself!

Try to set a goal that will help you learn to share. Here is a goal that Pete
might write: “I’ll share my paints with Jason and other students when they
ask.”

On the next pages, you’ll find some questions about the stories you just read. These
questions will help you to improve the way you act.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 2.1
SHARING

NAME __________________________________
DATE ___________________________________
GRADE       HOMEROOM__________________

WHAT TO DO

These questions will help you to behave better. Write your answers in the spaces below
the questions. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. Be honest with
yourself about what you did and why you did it. Your answers will not be graded. But
your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your parents may read your answers.

1. What did you not share?

2. Is it usually hard for you to share?

3. Write four things that you have a hard time sharing:
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 4. Write four things that you can share easily:

5. You read a story about a student named Pete. Do you think other students like to
work with Pete on projects? Why or why not?

6. You read a story about Jenny and her jump rope. Do you think that Susan and
other students will want to play with Jenny at recess next week? Why or why not?

7. Do students who share have an easier time making friends than those who don’t?
Explain your answer.

8. Write two goals that will help you to learn to share.

Goal number 1:

Goal Number 2:
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 2.2
SHARING

NAME __________________________________
DATE ___________________________________
GRADE       HOMEROOM__________________

WHAT TO DO

These questions will help you to behave better. Write your answers in the spaces below
the questions. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. Be honest with
yourself about what you did and why you did it. Your answers will not be graded. But
your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your parents may read your answers.

1. You have been in trouble before for not sharing. What happened this time?

2. Why did you not meet the goals you set last time?

3. What can happen if you keep getting into trouble for the same thing?
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4. Some people say that “Being able to share is a sign of being grown-up.” Do you
agree? Why or why not?

5. You read a story about a student named Pete. How would you feel if you were
assigned to work with Pete on an art project?

6. You also read a story about a student named Jenny. Do you think Jenny will have
many friends if she doesn’t learn to share on the playground? Why or why not?

7. Do you have a harder time sharing some things than others? Explain.

8. Write two goals that will help you to learn to share.

Goal number 1:

Goal Number 2:
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THIRD GRADE LEARNING PACKET # 3
STAYING IN YOUR SEAT

INSTRUCTIONS

This Learning Packet has two parts:

1. Text about misbehaving and how to prevent it.

2. A Response Form with questions about the text and how you can avoid
misbehaving.

Read the text carefully. As you read it, think about what you did. When you finish read-
ing, write answers to the questions on the Response Form.

CAUSES OF NOT STAYING IN YOUR SEAT

We go to school to study and to learn. When students are in school, they need to be in
their seats. It’s hard for other students to learn when someone is out of his or her seat.

Some students have a hard time staying in their seats. Sometimes they like to walk
around and visit with friends. Sometimes they are just bored and want to do something
different.

Now you will read two stories about students who wouldn’t stay in their seats. Do you
recognize yourself in them?

FRIENDLY FRED

Fred is a friendly student. He likes everyone. Almost everyone in
the class likes him too. He likes to talk with people on the play-
ground or during lunch.

Fred is a fast worker. He is the first to finish his work. When he
finishes an assignment, Fred likes to get out of his seat. He walks
around to visit and see how the other students are doing.

Fred’s teacher, Ms. Turner, doesn’t like Fred’s habits. She wants
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him to stay in his seat.

Last week, Fred finished his math problems early. He sat at his desk for awhile
and looked around the room. He drew a few castles and dragons on a sheet of
paper. Then he saw his friend Sam working on something that looked interesting.
Fred walked over to take a look.

“You’re out of your seat again, Fred!” Ms. Turner said. “Go to the principal’s
office at once! You’re going to have to learn to stay in your own seat.”

BOTHERSOME BETTY

Betty likes to bother the other students in her class. She has trouble in getting to
work. Sometimes she’s careless in her work. Sometimes she quits when she’s
halfway through an assignment.

Betty bothers other students so much that they
have a hard time getting their work done. She
takes the pencils off one person’s desk, or hides
paper from someone else. Everyone is getting
tired of Betty’s teasing. No one thinks she’s
funny.

But Betty goes on bothering others. Ms. Jack-
son moved her desk to the front of the room.
This way Ms. Jackson can keep an eye on her.
But Betty still bothers others. Every time she
goes to the pencil sharpener, she knocks Mark’s
book off his desk. Or she hides Brittany’s book
when no one is looking.

Finally Ms. Jackson got tired of Betty’s habits. She sent her to the principal’s
office to learn not to bother other students.

RESULTS OF NOT STAYING IN YOUR SEAT

Students who can’t stay in their seats usually get into trouble. Both Fred and Betty got
into trouble because they couldn’t stay where they belonged. Fred was too friendly and
liked to visit with people too much. Betty just liked to bother others.
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Either way, you lose and other students lose. They can’t learn as they should. You lose
your chance to get an education. Nobody wins and everybody loses.

When everyone cooperates, school can be a fun place for everyone. It can be a place
where everyone can learn together. But one person can spoil school for others. Think
about it!

 HOW TO STAY IN YOUR SEAT

Here are a few tips on how to avoid leaving your seat:

Think about the other students. Is it fair to them when you disrupt their
lessons?

Think about your teacher too. He or she can’t teach as well when you are
out of your seat.

Set a goal for yourself to help you remember to stay in your seat. Fred
might write a goal like this: “If I finish my work before everyone else, I’ll
study the next day’s lesson or read ahead in another book. I won’t bother
others who are still working.”

On the next pages, you’ll find some questions about the stories you just read. These
questions will help you to improve the way you act.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 3.1
STAYING IN YOUR SEAT

NAME __________________________________
DATE ___________________________________
GRADE       HOMEROOM__________________

WHAT TO DO

These questions will help you to behave better. Write your answers in the spaces below
the questions. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. Be honest with
yourself about what you did and why you did it. Your answers will not be graded. But
your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your parents may read your answers.

1. Where were you when you should have been in your seat?

2. What would your class be like if students got up from their seats and walked
around whenever they wanted?

3. You read a story about Fred. Why do you think Fred had trouble staying in his
seat?

4. If you were Fred’s teacher and saw Fred wandering around the room, bothering
other students, what would you do?
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5. If you finish your work early, what can you do so that other students can keep
working?

6. What does Betty do that keeps other students from learning?

7. Which student is more like you, Fred or Betty? Explain.

8. Write two goals that will help you stay in your seat.

Goal number 1:

Goal Number 2:
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 3.2
STAYING IN YOUR SEAT

NAME __________________________________
DATE ___________________________________
GRADE       HOMEROOM__________________

WHAT TO DO

These questions will help you to behave better. Write your answers in the spaces below
the questions. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. Be honest with
yourself about what you did and why you did it. Your answers will not be graded. But
your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your parents may read your answers.

1. Why did your teacher send you to the office this time?

2. Why do you have a hard time staying in your seat?

3. Why does your teacher want you to stay in your seat?

4. You read a story about a student named Fred. Why was Fred out of his seat?
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5. Pretend that you are Fred’s teacher. What would you tell Fred to help him stay in
his seat?

6. You also read a story about Betty. How do you think the other students may feel
about Betty?

7. What advice could you give Betty to help her stay in her seat?

8. Write two goals that will help you stay in your seat.

Goal number 1:

Goal Number 2:
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THIRD GRADE LEARNING PACKET # 4
BOTHERING OTHERS

INSTRUCTIONS

This Learning Packet has two parts:

1. Text about misbehaving and how to prevent it.

2. A Response Form with questions about the text and how you can avoid
misbehaving.

Read the text carefully. As you read it, think about what you did. When you finish read-
ing, write answers to the questions on the Response Form.

CAUSES OF BOTHERING OTHERS

In school, we have many students all working together in the same room or playing
together on the same playground. One of the most important lessons we learn in school
is getting along with others.

Getting along means sharing and cooperating with others. Some students have trouble
doing this. They bother others. This makes it hard for others to learn. Sometimes it’s
because they feel bored. Or they may not be interested in their lessons. Sometimes they
want other people to pay attention to them.

 Below are two stories about students who bothered others. Do you recognize yourself in
them?

ADAM WANTS ATTENTION

Adam likes to be the center of attention. Adam has
a hard time listening to others. He wants to be the
one who does the talking.

So Adam has become the class clown. He is always try-
ing to make other students laugh. He has found that it’s a
sure way to get people to notice him.
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One day during recess, Adam ran up to Kimberley. He started pulling her pony-
tail. Kim yelled at Adam, “Let go of my hair!”

The other boys on the playground started laughing. Adam felt good because ev-
eryone was looking at him. So he ran over to Brooke and pulled her hair too.
Brooke screamed and everyone laughed again.

But not for long! Ms. Jackson heard the noise and came out on the playground.
“What’s happening now, Adam?” she asked. “You’ll have to go to the principal’s
office if you can’t stop bothering the other students!”

MARCIA THE MOUTH GOES YACKETY-YAK

Marcia loves to talk. She could talk all day. Her friends call her “Marcia the Mouth.”
Her sister says that Marcia reminds her of the song “Yackety-Yak.”

Marcia’s talking bothers the class and the teacher. Mr. Hunter often asks her to
stop talking, but she doesn’t seem to pay attention. She’s too busy thinking about
what to say next!

Friday was the day of the big spelling test. The whole class was promised a trip to
the zoo if they did well on the test. Everyone was trying to do his or her best.

Marcia finished the test early. Other students were
still working on the test when Marcia turned around
in her seat. She started talking to Jan, who sat behind
her. Twice, Mr. Hunter asked her to be quiet. But
Marcia just kept on talking, yackety-yak, yackety-yak!
Nobody could think about the spelling test!

Finally Mr. Hunter came over to Marcia’s desk.
“You’re going to have to leave the room until
the other students are finished, Marcia,” he
said. And he took Marcia outside.

When the papers were graded, no one did
very well on the test. The class lost its trip
to the zoo. And Marcia is sitting out recess

in the principal’s office trying to stop the
yackety-yak!

yak yak
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RESULTS OF BOTHERING OTHERS

When you bother others, you hurt yourself too. Other students may not want to be around
you. Kim and Brooke may not want to play on the playground with Adam. And nobody
is very happy with Marcia. She bothered the class so much that no one did well on the
spelling test. The whole class lost the zoo trip.

 Bothering others shows that you are not very grown-up. You’re still acting like a first or
second-grader, not a mature third-grader. Think about the students in your class who act
most grown-up. They probably don’t talk without permission. They know that part of
growing up is learning not to bother others.

HOW TO AVOID BOTHERING OTHERS

You now know some of the reasons that people bother others. It’s time to set some goals
to prevent such actions in the future. Students with problems like yours have written
such goals as the following:

I’ll think of others instead of myself. I will try to understand that others
have a right to study and learn.

I don’t have to be the center of attention all the time. I’ll listen when others
talk, too.

I’ll write a goal to help me remember not to bother others. Marcia might
write a goal like this: “When I finish my test early, I’ll be quiet until others
finish. I won’t bother others who are still working.”

On the next pages, you’ll find some questions about the stories you just read. These
questions will help you to improve the way you act.

VISIT THE
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 4.1
BOTHERING OTHERS

NAME __________________________________
DATE ___________________________________
GRADE       HOMEROOM__________________

WHAT TO DO

These questions will help you to behave better. Write your answers in the spaces below
the questions. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. Be honest with
yourself about what you did and why you did it. Your answers will not be graded. But
your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your parents may read your answers.

1. How did you get into trouble for bothering others?

2. List the names of all the students you bothered today.

3. You read a story about a student named Adam. How did Adam bother others and
why?

4. Do you think the other students see Adam as grown-up? Why or why not?
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5. How do you think other students in her class feel about Marcia?

6. Do other students want to be around those who tease or bother others? Why or
why not?

7. Pretend that you have a chance to talk with the students you bothered today. What
will you tell them?

8. Write two goals that will help you avoid bothering others in the future.

Goal number 1:

Goal Number 2:
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 4.2
BOTHERING OTHERS

NAME __________________________________
DATE ___________________________________
GRADE       HOMEROOM__________________

WHAT TO DO

These questions will help you to behave better. Write your answers in the spaces below
the questions. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. Be honest with
yourself about what you did and why you did it. Your answers will not be graded. But
your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your parents may read your answers.

1. You got in trouble again for bothering others. What did you do this time?

2. How do you think your teacher feels when you bother others?

3. How do you think the other students feel when you bother them?

4. You read a story about a student named Adam. If you were Adam’s best friend,
what could you tell him about how to act on the playground?
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5. Will Kimberley and Brooke want to play with Adam? Why or why not?

6. What could Marcia have done when she finished her test instead of bothering
Jan?

7. Do you think students who bother others are grown-up? Explain.

8. Write two goals that will help you avoid bothering others.

Goal number 1:

Goal Number 2:
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THIRD GRADE LEARNING PACKET # 5
TALKING BACK

INSTRUCTIONS

This Learning Packet has two parts:

1. Text about misbehaving and how to prevent it.

2. A Response Form with questions about the text and how you can avoid
misbehaving.

Read the text carefully. As you read it, think about what you did. When you finish read-
ing, write answers to the questions on the Response Form.

CAUSES OF TALKING BACK

We go to school to study and learn. The more we learn, the more we will know and the
easier the next grade becomes. Some students don’t seem to want to learn. They talk
back to the teacher. They keep other students from studying and learning.

People talk back to the teacher for many reasons. Some people talk back because they
don’t respect the teacher. They don’t want to follow directions or learn. Others think it
makes them look more grown-up. Some people think it’s funny or “cool.”

Below are two stories about students who talked back. Do you see yourself in them?

LOUD-MOUTH LEWIS

Lewis is often in a bad mood. He’s the youngest of four boys. His older brothers
pick on him and keep him from doing his homework.

Lewis has trouble reading. He doesn’t read
as fast as some of the other students. He tries
not to get called on to read.

One day Lewis was very tired. He had fought
with his brothers over which TV show to
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watch the night before. Ms. Johnson told the class, “Today we’re going to read a
story aloud. We’ll start with Jane. Each person will read a paragraph.”

When Jane had finished reading, Ms. Johnson turned to Lewis. “Lewis, read the
next paragraph for us, please.” But Lewis had lost his place. Ms. Johnson waited
for him to find it but he couldn’t seem to find it.

“We’re waiting on you, Lewis,” sighed Ms. Johnson after two or three minutes.
“Are you ready?”

Lewis threw his book on the floor. “No, I’m not ready! I’m not reading this stupid
story! I’m not reading out loud ever again.”

TINA THROWS A TANTRUM

Tina isn’t doing very well in school. She’s new in the third-grade class this year.
She hasn’t made many new friends and her grades haven’t been good. Tina also
doesn’t like her new teacher, Ms. Smith.

Tina decided that Ms. Smith doesn’t like her and is picking on her. Sometimes
Tina’s handwriting is careless. Ms. Smith makes her stay in from recess to copy
her homework before she can go out to play.

Last week, Tina decided she was going out
for recess every day. But when she handed
in her math paper, Ms. Smith looked it over.
“This looks too sloppy, Tina. You’re going
to have to stay in at recess again.”

Tina decided not to pay attention to the
teacher. When the class lined up to go out
for recess, Tina lined up with them. Ms.
Smith pulled her out of line. “Sit down,
Tina. Remember you have to copy your
math paper before you go outside.”

Tina pulled her arm away and ran to the front of the line. “No way am I staying in
today. You can’t make me miss recess!

Ms. Smith made Tina sit down and start her math paper. Then she called for the
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principal. Now Tina is sitting in the principal’s office instead of going to recess all
week!

RESULTS OF TALKING BACK

Students often have problems with lessons like reading or math. But when they talk back
to the teacher, it only makes things worse. Lewis and Tina both made a big mistake.
Instead of asking for help, they talked back to their teachers.

When a student talks back to the teacher, the other students in the class think that he or
she is not very grown-up. They may also not want to be friends with a student who talks
back. They may be afraid they will get into trouble too.

HOW TO PREVENT TALKING BACK

Here are two tips that will help you to change your behavior:

Think about others instead of yourself. How will talking back make your
teacher feel? How will the other students feel?

Write a goal that will help you remember not to talk back. Lewis or Tina
might write this goal: “If I have problems with my school work, I will ask
for help. I won’t talk back to the teacher.”

On the next pages, you’ll find some questions about the stories you just read. These
questions will help you to improve the way you act.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 5.1
TALKING BACK

NAME __________________________________
DATE ___________________________________
GRADE       HOMEROOM__________________

WHAT TO DO

These questions will help you to behave better. Write your answers in the spaces below
the questions. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. Be honest with
yourself about what you did and why you did it. Your answers will not be graded. But
your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your parents may read your answers.

1. What did you do to get into trouble?

2. What did you say to your teacher?

3. How did your teacher answer you?

4. You read a story about a student named Lewis. What did Lewis do that got him
into trouble?
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5. If you were Lewis’s best friend, what could you tell him to help him change the
way he acts toward his teacher?

6. Do you think Tina’s friends see her as grown-up? Why or why not?

7. Will Tina be able to make more friends now that she has talked back to the teacher?
Why or why not?

8. Write two goals that can help you stop talking back.

Goal number 1:

Goal Number 2:
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 5.2
TALKING BACK

NAME __________________________________
DATE ___________________________________
GRADE       HOMEROOM__________________

WHAT TO DO

These questions will help you to behave better. Write your answers in the spaces below
the questions. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. Be honest with
yourself about what you did and why you did it. Your answers will not be graded. But
your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your parents may read your answers.

1. What did you say that got you into trouble this time?

2. Why did you talk back to your teacher?

3. What’s wrong with talking back to your teacher?
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4. You read a story about a student named Lewis. What was Lewis’s real problem?

5. What else could Lewis have done besides talking back to his teacher?

6. If you were a friend of Tina’s, what could you tell her to help her stop talking back
to the teacher?

7. Some people say this: “Students who act grown-up don’t talk back to the teacher.”
Do you agree? Why?

8. Write two goals that will help you stop talking back.

Goal number 1:

Goal Number 2:
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THIRD GRADE LEARNING PACKET # 6
STEALING

INSTRUCTIONS

This Learning Packet has two parts:

1. Text about misbehaving and how to prevent it.

2. A Response Form with questions about the text and how you can avoid
misbehaving.

Read the text carefully. As you read it, think about what you did. When you finish read-
ing, write answers to the questions on the Response Form.

CAUSES OF STEALING

People steal for many reasons. Some people already have what they want, but they steal
anyway. Usually, people steal because they don’t want to work for what they want. They
steal so others can’t have the things they want. This is done to hurt other persons. What-
ever the reason may be, stealing is bad.

Stealing is like what big dogs do to cats. If a cat has some food that a big dog wants, the
dog just pushes the cat out of the way. Then the dog eats the food. For the dog, it’s a
natural thing. But human beings are able to do better than dogs and cats.
 Below are two stories about students who stole. Do you recognize yourself in them?

LARRY THE LOCKER LIFTER

Larry never had enough money. His mother always gave
him money when he went to school, but he usually spent it
on candy on the way to school. At lunch, when Larry wanted
more to eat, he never had enough money.

Larry was too proud to ask his mother for more money. He
didn’t want her to know that he spent what money she gave
him on candy. So he stole money from other students. He
learned from an older student how to get into the lockers.
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When others were in class, Larry would sneak down to the lockers, open them,
and steal from others.

Last week, Larry asked his teacher if he could go to the washroom. He was given
a pass and he walked down the hall toward the washroom. When nobody was
looking, Larry slipped down the stairs to the lockers, and opened the first one he
came to. He found fifty cents in a coat pocket. As he closed the locker, a teacher
came around the corner.

The teacher knew that the locker was not Larry’s and stopped him. Larry admitted
to stealing from the locker and was taken to the principal’s office. Then he told the
principal that he had been stealing from lockers for a long time. Now Larry has
plenty of time to regret what he did.

SAD SALLY, THE SHOE STEALER

Sally wanted a pair of those expensive pump-up gym shoes that everybody else
seemed to have. Sally was a basketball fan, and wanted to be able to fly through
the air like the pros. The shoes she wanted cost over one hundred dollars, which
was way too high for Sally. She had saved her pennies for months and had only
fourteen dollars.

One day another student, Melissa, came to school with a pair of shoes exactly like
the ones Sally wanted. When Melissa got out on the basketball court, it seemed
that she could fly all the way up to the basket. The more Sally watched Melissa,
the angrier she became. She was very jealous.

Finally, Sally could stand it no longer. During a break, when Melissa had
taken off her new shoes, Sally stole them and hid them behind a bench.

Melissa was upset. She told the teacher. A search was made. The
shoes could not be found. After school, Sally got the shoes and

stuffed them into her bookbag.

Then Sally realized that she would never be able to
wear the shoes. She couldn’t wear them at home

because her parents would ask where she got
them. She couldn’t wear them at school because
Melissa would know they were hers. Sally fi-
nally threw them in a trashcan. Now neither Sally
nor Melissa has a pair of pump-up athletic shoes.
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RESULTS OF STEALING

If everyone were allowed to steal whatever he or she wanted, nobody’s possessions
would be safe. We would be like dogs and cats. Whoever was the stronger would get all
the things that weaker people have. Nobody would trust anybody else. Nobody could
ever be sure that their things were not being stolen while they were sleeping or in an-
other room. Nothing would be safe. This would be no way to live.

HOW TO PREVENT STEALING

Here are a few tips that will help you to avoid becoming dishonest:

Don’t be envious of others. Envy is often the first step toward stealing.

If you want something, ask your parents to help you get it. But be willing to
accept “no” for an answer.

If your parents can’t afford to buy it, save your allowance money or do jobs
like raking leaves to make your own money.

Understand that stealing is unfair to everybody. If you steal what you want,
don’t be surprised if someone steals from you.

On the next pages, you’ll find some questions about the stories you just read. These
questions will help you to improve the way you act.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 6.1
STEALING

NAME __________________________________
DATE ___________________________________
GRADE       HOMEROOM__________________

WHAT TO DO

These questions will help you to behave better. Write your answers in the spaces below
the questions. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. Be honest with
yourself about what you did and why you did it. Your answers will not be graded. But
your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your parents may read your answers.

1. What did you steal?

2. Why did you steal? What did you do with what you stole?

3. What are some of the causes of stealing?
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4. Why did Larry steal from other students’ lockers?

5. If you were a friend of Larry, what advice would you give him?

6. Sally stole because she was envious of others. Could you be a friend of Sally’s?

7. Write a goal for Sally that will help her stop stealing.

8. Write two goals that will help you to avoid being dishonest in the future.

Goal number 1:

Goal Number 2:
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 6.2
STEALING

NAME __________________________________
DATE ___________________________________
GRADE       HOMEROOM__________________

WHAT TO DO

These questions will help you to behave better. Write your answers in the spaces below
the questions. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. Be honest with
yourself about what you did and why you did it. Your answers will not be graded. But
your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your parents may read your answers.

1. When you were caught last time, you wrote goals to help you stop stealing. What
happened?

2. List and explain two causes of stealing.

3. List and explain two results of stealing.
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4. People who are dishonest eventually get caught. Larry got caught and lost all his
friends. Why do you think he lost his friends?

5. Imagine that you are Larry’s last friend. What would Larry have to do to earn your
trust?

6. Sally couldn’t stand for someone else to have something she wanted. Why is it
unfair to steal just because you want something?

7. What would Sally have to do to earn your trust? What can you do to earn the trust
of the person you stole from?

8. The last time you were caught stealing, you wrote two goals that were supposed to
help you change your behavior. Write two new goals and explain why they will
work.

Goal number 1:

Goal Number 2:
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THIRD GRADE LEARNING PACKET # 7
LOSING YOUR TEMPER

INSTRUCTIONS

This Learning Packet has two parts:

1. Text about misbehaving and how to prevent it.

2. A Response Form with questions about the text and how you can avoid
misbehaving.

Read the text carefully. As you read it, think about what you did. When you finish read-
ing, write answers to the questions on the Response Form.

CAUSES OF LOSING YOUR TEMPER

People usually lose their temper when:

they want something or want to do something but can’t, or:

someone else does something to them that they don’t like, or:

they can’t control their emotions.

When you want to do something, you can either do it or not do it. When others try to do
something to you that you don’t want done, you can either stop them or not stop them. If
you find that no matter how hard you try, you still can’t change the way things happen,

you may lose your temper. When you lose your temper, it
means that you have given up trying to change things

and are just expressing your anger.

When dogs are frustrated, they bark. When lions
are frustrated, they roar. When monkeys are frus-
trated, they screech. When some humans are frus-
trated, they lose their temper. This may cause them

to yell or stomp their feet. Unfortunately, losing your
temper doesn’t solve the problem that caused you to lose

your temper in the first place.
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Below are two stories about students who lost their temper. Do you recognize yourself in
them?

SHORT-FUSE SAM

Sam has what they call a “short fuse.” You had better not say any-
thing to make Sam angry, or he might blow up at you right away.

Also, Sam often makes mistakes about what people are saying be-
cause he doesn’t listen carefully. For example, if you walked up to
Sam and jokingly said “Boy, you look tired today,” Sam might think
you are making fun of him, and lose his temper.

Yesterday, Sam turned in a book report on Robert Louis Stevenson’s
novel, Treasure Island. He had drawn a nice picture of a ship on the
title page. Mrs. Willis said, “Well, Sam is quite an artist.” Sam
thought she was making fun of his picture, and lost his temper. He
shouted at Mrs. Willis and snatched the paper from her hand. He
was sent to the principal for losing his temper.

RAGING RUBY

Let me tell you about Ruby. I was once her best friend, but not anymore. I had
never seen her lose her temper. But once I saw it, it really scared me. Most of the
time she was calm and peaceful. But when she lost her temper, she flew into a
rage. It took more than one person to make her calm down. Here’s what happened.

Last week, we went to the mall so our mothers could buy us some new clothes.
Ruby’s mother bought her a bright yellow dress, which Ruby hated. She said, “It
makes me look like a yellow balloon.” Her mother bought it anyway, and told her
to be thankful that she had a new dress. Ruby sulked all the way home. That was
the beginning.

The dress was supposed to be for the big party at school on Saturday night. Ruby
had finished in first place in the spring spelling bee. She was to receive a silver
trophy and certificate. Everybody would be there. The local newspaper even sent
a photographer.

Ruby was angry about having to wear that yellow dress. She was boiling when it
came time to receive her trophy. When she walked out on the stage of the audito-
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rium, some boy yelled, “I’ve never seen a yellow fireplug before.”

That’s all it took. Ruby grabbed the trophy out of the principal’s
hands, screamed and threw the trophy at the boy, hitting him in
the head.

When the principal tried to calm her down, she jerked away
from him and ran off the stage. The boy had to have 16 stitches.
The trophy broke in two when it hit him.

Ruby hasn’t been back since that day. I wonder if we’ll ever see
her again.

RESULTS OF LOSING YOUR TEMPER

When you lose your temper, you lose control. It’s as if someone else is making you do
the things you do. You don’t think about what you are saying or worry about the conse-
quences of what you do. It’s a bad habit to get into. It can lead to much trouble when you
grow up.

What if everybody felt free to lose his or her temper anytime things didn’t turn out the
way they wanted them to. Nobody would be safe on the streets.

HOW TO AVOID LOSING YOUR TEMPER

Here are a few tips that will help prevent you from losing your temper:

Think before you talk or act when you are angry.

Learn what makes you angry and ask yourself why it makes you so angry.

When someone does something that you don’t like, tell him or her about
it—but don’t lose your temper.

Remember that when you let someone make you angry, that person can
control you. Be your own person. Don’t let what others do lead you into
losing your temper.

On the next pages, you’ll find some questions about the stories you just read. These
questions will help you to improve the way you act.



Third Grade Principal #7: Temper         The Advantage Press, Inc.   ©1995, 2002

STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 7.1
LOSING YOUR TEMPER

NAME __________________________________
DATE ___________________________________
GRADE       HOMEROOM__________________

WHAT TO DO

These questions will help you to behave better. Write your answers in the spaces below
the questions. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. Be honest with
yourself about what you did and why you did it. Your answers will not be graded. But
your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your parents may read your answers.

1. Why did you lose your temper? Explain.

2. What did you do when you lost your temper? Describe your actions.

3. List some of the things that make people lose their tempers.

4. Why did Short-fuse Sam become angry at Joe?
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5. Write a goal that would help Sam avoid losing his temper.

6. What should Ruby have done instead of throwing her trophy at the rude boy?

7. What advice would you give to Ruby if you were a friend of hers?

8. Write two goals that will help you to avoid losing your temper.

Goal number 1:

Goal Number 2:
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 7.2
LOSING YOUR TEMPER

NAME __________________________________
DATE ___________________________________
GRADE       HOMEROOM__________________

WHAT TO DO

These questions will help you to behave better. Write your answers in the spaces below
the questions. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. Be honest with
yourself about what you did and why you did it. Your answers will not be graded. But
your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your parents may read your answers.

1. You have been in trouble for losing your temper before. What happened this time?

2. Last time, you wrote two goals that were supposed to help you avoid losing your
temper. Why did those goals not work? Explain, using the back of this sheet for
your answer.

3. What makes you lose your temper? Explain.
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4. Why did Sam sometimes lose his temper? What was he doing wrong?

5. If you were Sam’s brother, what would you tell him to help him not lose his
temper?

6. Ruby sometimes didn’t appreciate what others were doing for her. How did this
cause her to lose her temper?

7. Write a goal that will help Ruby avoid losing her temper in the future.

8. Write two goals that would help you to avoid losing your temper. Make sure that
these are goals that will work.

Goal number 1:

Goal Number 2:
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THIRD GRADE LEARNING PACKET # 8
RESPONSIBILITY

INSTRUCTIONS

This Learning Packet has two parts:

1. Text about misbehaving and how to prevent it.

2. A Response Form with questions about the text and how you can avoid
misbehaving.

Read the text carefully. As you read it, think about what you did. When you finish read-
ing, write answers to the questions on the Response Form.

CAUSES OF NOT TAKING RESPONSIBILITY

Many people don’t take responsibility for their actions. They don’t want to take the
blame or get into trouble if anything goes wrong. Some students don’t like to admit that
they are wrong. They are afraid that they will get into trouble, or that people will not like
them anymore. But remember, you are responsible for your actions.

On the next pages are two stories about students who have had trouble getting along
with others. Do you see yourself in them?

FREE-WILL FREDDIE

Freddie liked to do whatever came to mind. He did
what he wanted to do when he wanted to do it. He
thought it was part of being free. When he learned
the song about America being land of the free and
the home of the brave, he stopped at the part about
being free. So he did what he wanted.

Freddie didn’t know that being free also means that you have to be responsible for
what you do. The two go hand in hand: being free and being responsible. Any-
thing that you do has results. These results may be fun for you, but may hurt
somebody else. Either way, you are responsible.
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This morning, Freddie met a new girl at school. Her name was Colleen. She had
come from a school in another city. Her hair was red. Freddie had never seen a
red-haired girl before. He made fun of the color of her hair.

When the new girl started crying, Freddie became angry. People looked at him
and shook their heads. When Tom told Freddie that he should be ashamed of
himself, Freddie punched him. Now Freddie’s in the principal’s office and the
little red-haired girl has a new friend: Tom.

IT’S-NOT-MY-FAULT FRANCES

Frances was not a bad girl. But when she wanted to do something, she just did it.

Yesterday, she listened to her teacher talk about airliners. She then decided to
make a paper airplane and sail it across the classroom. She carefully folded a
piece of paper into a sharp-pointed model airplane. She threw it from the back of
the room.

The airplane sailed up and around, circled twice, and then
hit Sharon right in the eye. Sharon screamed. Ms. Troi looked
up to see Sharon holding her hand to her eye. The paper
airplane fluttered down to the floor. She also saw Frances
trying to cover her mouth to keep from laughing.

Ms. Troi first sent Sharon to the school nurse. Then she called Frances to the front
of the room. Ms. Troi demanded an explanation from Frances. Frances admitted
throwing the airplane. But she said that it was not her fault that it hit Sharon in the
eye. Now Frances will erase the chalk board for the rest of the week.

RESULTS OF NOT TAKING RESPONSIBILITY

Not taking responsibility for your actions is a way of not dealing with the results of your
actions. It’s hard to take responsibility, because then you have to handle the consequences
of your actions.

Sometimes, what you do may be fun for you but painful for others. People can get hurt,
even if you don’t mean to hurt them.

If you don’t learn to take responsibility for your actions, you will never be able to work
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well with others. They will know that you can’t be trusted. They will know that you
don’t really care what happens to them.

 In a way, not taking responsibility is just another way of not having to say you’re sorry.

HOW TO TAKE RESPONSIBILITY

Here are some tips that will help you to take responsibility:

Always think about how your actions will affect others.

Think about how you would feel if someone did something that hurt you.

Try to understand that taking responsibility is the first step towards learn-
ing to work with other people.

When you take responsibility for your actions, people will trust you be-
cause they will know that you are honest and fair.

On the next pages, you’ll find some questions about the stories you just read. These
questions will help you to improve the way you act.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 8.1
RESPONSIBILITY

NAME __________________________________
DATE ___________________________________
GRADE       HOMEROOM__________________

WHAT TO DO

These questions will help you to behave better. Write your answers in the spaces below
the questions. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. Be honest with
yourself about what you did and why you did it. Your answers will not be graded. But
your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your parents may read your answers.

1. What did you do when you tried to avoid being responsible for your actions?

2. Since you are the one who did what you did, why didn’t you take responsibility
for it?

3. What are some of the causes of avoiding responsibility?
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4. Freddie just wants to do whatever he wants to do. How does this affect others?

5. How would you feel if you had been the red-haired girl? What would you have
said to Freddie?

6. Frances didn’t think about what might happen when she threw the paper airplane.
Why is it wrong not to think of the consequences of what you do?

7. What advice would you give to Sharon about taking responsibility?

8. Write two goals that will help you to be more responsible.

Goal number 1:

Goal Number 2:
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 8.2
RESPONSIBILITY

NAME __________________________________
DATE ___________________________________
GRADE       HOMEROOM__________________

WHAT TO DO

These questions will help you to behave better. Write your answers in the spaces below
the questions. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. Be honest with
yourself about what you did and why you did it. Your answers will not be graded. But
your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your parents may read your answers.

1. You’re back in the principal’s office for failing to take responsibility for your
actions. What did you do this time?

2. List and explain two causes for not taking responsibility.

3. What are some of the results of not taking responsibility for your actions? Ex-
plain.
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4. Freddie mistakenly thought that he could do anything he wanted. Why is this a
mistake?

5. If you were Freddie’s friend, what advice would you give him to help take respon-
sibility for his actions?

6. Frances thought that it would be fun to throw a paper airplane. It wasn’t fun for
Sharon. What should Frances have done when she saw that Sharon was hurt?

7. Write a goal for Frances that would help her to learn to take responsibility for her
actions.

8. Write two goals that will help you to be more responsible.

Goal number 1:

Goal Number 2:
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THIRD GRADE LEARNING PACKET # 9
ACTING YOUR AGE

INSTRUCTIONS

This Learning Packet has two parts:

1. Text about misbehaving and how to prevent it.

2. A Response Form with questions about the text and how you can avoid
misbehaving.

Read the text carefully. As you read it, think about what you did. When you finish read-
ing, write answers to the questions on the Response Form.

CAUSES OF NOT ACTING YOUR AGE

Now that you are in third grade, you are growing up fast. Your parents and teachers
expect more of you. They expect you to act your age.

Students sometime don’t act their age because they want to impress other people. They
have to be the center of attention. They don’t want to have to grow up. Or they want to
grow up too fast.

Below are two stories about students who have problems acting their age. Do you see
yourself in them?

CRYBABY CHUCK

Chuck has a hard time getting along with the other stu-
dents in his third-grade class. Many of them make fun
of him. Chuck cries every time he doesn’t get what he
wants.

When Chuck’s class goes outside for recess, all the boys
run to get the playground ball. They like to play kickball.
Chuck tries to get the ball first. If he doesn’t, the other
students won’t let him play. Chuck starts crying. Then
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everyone laughs at him and calls him “Crybaby Chuck.”

Chuck decided to have a birthday party at his house. He sent out invitations to the
whole class. But only a few people came. Chuck cried even more.

Chuck’s older brother talked to him. “You need to grow up, Chuck,” he said.
“Stop being such a crybaby! People will like you more when you learn to act your
age.”

GINA GROWS UP TOO FAST

Gina hates being a third-grader. “Dullsville!” Gina says. So she tries to act like
her sister who’s in fifth grade.

Gina got her ears pierced and wears earrings to school. She borrows her
sister’s eye shadow and perfume. She hangs out with her sister’s
friends whenever she can. She calls her third-grade classmates
“those babies” or “the kids.”

Gina’s classmates don’t like her much because she is always try-
ing to act older than she is. At recess, she sits on a bench so she
won’t get her new clothes dirty. After all, she borrowed them
from her sister’s friends!

Gina thinks kickball is stupid. Jumping rope is “a no-brainer”
and climbing on the climber and swings is too dull for words.

After school, Gina tries to play with the fifth-graders. But they think she’s too
young. “What a kid!” they say behind her back. “She’s always tagging along!”

So Gina has no one to play with. Gina has no friends because she won’t act her
age. Gina is trying to grow up too fast.

RESULTS OF NOT ACTING YOUR AGE

School can be a place to learn and have fun. It can also be a place to meet new people and
make new friends.

Chuck and Gina both have trouble making friends. Chuck acts like someone in first
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grade. He acts immature—not very grown-up. No one wants to be around Chuck be-
cause he can’t act his age.

Gina wants to be older than she is. So she tries to act like a fifth-grader. The fifth-grade
girls think she’s too young. The third-graders think she’s trying to grow up too fast. Gina
doesn’t fit in with either class.

 LEARNING HOW TO ACT YOUR AGE

Here are a few tips to help you act your age:

Have fun being the age you are. Don’t waste your time wanting to be a year
or two younger or older.

Make friends with students who do well in school and make friends easily.
Don’t hang out with people who are unhappy with school!

Write a goal that will help you remember to act your age. Chuck might
write, “I’ll try not to be such a crybaby. I’ll try to act my age.” Gina might
write “I’ll make friends with girls my own age. I’ll save the earrings and
makeup for the time when I am old enough.”

On the next pages, you’ll find some questions about the stories you just read. These
questions will help you to improve the way you act.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 9.1
ACTING YOUR AGE

NAME __________________________________
DATE ___________________________________
GRADE       HOMEROOM__________________

WHAT TO DO

These questions will help you to behave better. Write your answers in the spaces below
the questions. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. Be honest with
yourself about what you did and why you did it. Your answers will not be graded. But
your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your parents may read your answers.

1. What did you do that got you into trouble today?

2. How did you not act your age?

3. You read a story about a student named Chuck. Why do you think Chuck had
trouble making friends?
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4. If Chuck were in your class, would you try to be his friend? Why or why not?

5. Would you like to be friends with Gina? Why or why not?

6. How could Gina change so that she had more friends?

7. Some people say, “It’s a sign of being grown up when you learn to act your age.”
Do you agree? Why or why not?

8. Write two goals that will help you to act your age.

Goal number 1:

Goal Number 2:
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 9.2
ACTING YOUR AGE

NAME __________________________________
DATE ___________________________________
GRADE       HOMEROOM__________________

WHAT TO DO

These questions will help you to behave better. Write your answers in the spaces below
the questions. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. Be honest with
yourself about what you did and why you did it. Your answers will not be graded. But
your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your parents may read your answers.

1. How did you not act your age today?

2. Why do you think your teacher wants you to work on this lesson about acting your
age?

3. You read a story about a student named Chuck. Pretend you are Chuck’s teacher.
What could you tell Chuck to help him act his age?
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4. Why do you think so few students came to Chuck’s birthday party?

5. Some of the girls in Gina’s third-grade class call her “stuck up.” Would you agree?
Why or why not?

6. What could you tell Gina about learning to act her age?

7. If Gina does not change, do you think she will do well in school this year? Why or
why not?

8. Write two goals that will help you to act your age.

Goal number 1:

Goal Number 2:
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THIRD GRADE LEARNING PACKET # 10
GANG AWARENESS

INSTRUCTIONS

This Learning Packet has two parts:

1. Text about misbehaving and how to prevent it.

2. A Response Form with questions about the text and how you can avoid
misbehaving.

Read the text carefully. As you read it, think about what you did. When you finish read-
ing, write answers to the questions on the Response Form.

WHAT CAUSES PEOPLE TO JOIN GANGS

All of us belong to a group. Our family is our
closest group. Some people have relatives who
live in another town, but they are still part of the
family. Other groups might include the Boy
Scouts or Girl Scouts.

Some people get together to play computer
games or build model airplanes. Still others join
bicycle clubs, go to sailing classes or belong to
skating clubs.

Most of the groups we belong to are fun and give us friendships, support, and love.
These are good groups. They help us to learn to work together, build for the future, and
practice skills that will help us throughout our lives. These are the groups that help us as
much as we help them.

As we grow up, we may find other groups that look like fun, but are dangerous. One
group that is very dangerous is a street gang.

Street gangs have boys and girls who think that causing trouble for others is fun. They
have their own rules. They have no respect for the law. They say that they protect their
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members, but if you get into trouble, the group won’t protect you.

Over the last 10 years, gangs have grown from small neighborhood clubs to large gangs
that sell dope, steal others’ property, and shoot at anybody who gets in their way. Some
of these gangs are part of bigger gangs, run by criminals for the purpose of selling drugs.
These gangs will drag you down with them if you join.

These gangs started in cities. Over the past 5 years, they have spread into the suburbs.
They have ruined people’s lives. Gang members usually hate school. Schools and gangs
don’t mix. You may be invited to join a gang. If you join, it will be a big step in the
wrong direction.

Now you will read two stories about students who let themselves be pulled into gangs.
As you read them, do you see anybody you know?

JENNIE, THE CHILD OF THE SUN

My name is Gloria. I used to have a friend named Irene. She had a little sister
named Jennie. Irene loved Jennie very much, and looked out for her on the way to
and from school.

When the gang moved into the school, the gang leader said
Irene was his girl friend. His name was Jimmy, but he called
himself “Warlock” from some comic book. Irene wasn’t really
interested in him, but she was afraid for her sister Jennie.

Jennie was the most beautiful little girl in the world. She was
in the third grade, and everybody liked her. She was smart, too.
Her teacher said that someday she would go to college and
become a teacher. Even in the third grade, she wrote poetry.
She wrote mostly about Irene and about the trees and flowers
along the way to school.

One day, Irene was walking home from school. Jimmy the Warlock was walking
beside her carrying Jennie on his shoulders. Jennie got tired of riding, and Jimmy
was just pulling her off his shoulders and letting her down.

About that time, a car zoomed by and somebody shot at Jimmy. They shot at him
because he was the leader of the gang called the “Cement Trucks.” It didn’t matter
to the people in the car that innocent persons could be hurt. They were just after
Jimmy.



Third Grade Principal #10: Gang Awareness         The Advantage Press, Inc.   ©1995, 2002

The bullet went through Jimmy’s arm and into Jennie’s shoulder. The car sped
away. Jimmy fell to the sidewalk, and Jennie fell with him.

Jimmy and Jennie were in the hospital for a week. The doctors say Jennie’s shoul-
der will take years to heal completely.

Irene was never the same after Jennie got shot. If only she hadn’t gotten mixed up
with Jimmy. Everybody knew he was trouble, but nobody expected this to hap-
pen. We all felt so safe. How were we to know?

WARLOCK’S BROTHER WILLIE

My name is Willie. I was in the fifth grade when Jimmy was shot. We all called
him Warlock, because he was the leader of the gang and he was like a magic
person. Nobody messed with Warlock. He was my brother.

I couldn’t believe it when he was shot. He was carrying that little girl, Jennie, on
his shoulder. He should have been watching for trouble instead of horsing around
with her and her sister Irene.

The gang got together after it happened. Jimmy was hurt, but not so bad that he
couldn’t cover it all up when the cops came to ask questions. He didn’t give them
a thing. He protected all of us. The cops went away not knowing any more than
they did when they got here.

When Warlock got out of the hospital,
he called the gang together. He said that
we couldn’t let this other gang get away
with this. It would look bad for the gang, and
they would hit us again. So we made up a plan to
get even. But the next day, the police came to Warlock’s
house. They had heard about the plan to get back at the other gang.

Warlock was arrested. Our mom had to hire a lawyer to get him released. Now
I’m wondering why I ever let Jimmy talk me into being part of a gang.

RESULTS OF BEING A GANG MEMBER

Joining a gang doesn’t mean just belonging to another club. It means turning your back
on your friends. It means spending all your time with the gang. This means that you no
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longer have a family or a circle of friends. You have only the gang—and the gang has
you!

When you join a gang, expect your life to change. You won’t be free anymore. You’ll be
taking orders from the leader of the gang. Don’t expect to be able to quit the gang. Don’t
expect to go back home with everything like it was before. You won’t be a part of the
family anymore. They won’t know whether they can trust you or not.

When you get into trouble, don’t expect the gang to help you. They are likely to push
you out the door. You are trouble for them now, and they don’t care whether you live or
die.

You’re in the third grade. You’re too young to join a gang. But next year or the year after
that, the gangs may come looking for you to join. Make up your mind now. Don’t get
involved. Once you’re in, you can say goodbye to your freedom.

HOW TO PREVENT BEING TAKEN IN BY A GANG

Here are a few tips that will help you to escape the gangs:

Don’t join a gang! Gangs are harmful! Don’t join one!

Don’t hang around with people who belong to gangs.

If somebody tries to get you to join a gang, walk away. Don’t talk to that
person. Don’t have anything to do with that person. If you are threatened,
go straight to your teacher or principal. You may be in real danger.

On the next pages, you’ll find some questions about the sto-
ries you just read. These questions will help you to improve
the way you act.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 10.1
GANG AWARENESS

NAME __________________________________
DATE ___________________________________
GRADE       HOMEROOM__________________

WHAT TO DO

These questions will help you to behave better. Write your answers in the spaces below
the questions. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. Be honest with
yourself about what you did and why you did it. Your answers will not be graded. But
your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your parents may read your answers.

1. Have you been asked to join a gang? Do you hang around with gang members?

2. Explain why some people join gangs.

3. Explain why you are tempted to get involved with a gang. What do you think it
will do for you?
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4. Why was Jennie shot? Why was it dangerous to associate with Warlock?

5. How did Jennie’s injury make her sister Irene feel?

6. Jimmy Schultz thought of himself as a big gang leader. How would you describe
him?

7. What is the best advice for someone who is thinking about joining a gang?

8. Write two goals that will help you to avoid joining a gang.

Goal number 1:

Goal Number 2:
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET # 10.2
GANG AWARENESS

NAME __________________________________
DATE ___________________________________
GRADE       HOMEROOM__________________

WHAT TO DO

These questions will help you to behave better. Write your answers in the spaces below
the questions. Be neat, spell correctly, and write in complete sentences. Be honest with
yourself about what you did and why you did it. Your answers will not be graded. But
your teacher, a counselor, the principal, or your parents may read your answers.

1. You have gotten in trouble with gangs again. What happened this time?

2. Why do you still want to be a gang member? It just gets you in trouble. Explain.

3. Explain some of the results of being a gang member.
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4. If you had been Irene’s friend and she told you why she went out with Jimmy,
what would you have told her?

5. Gangs fight each other for control of neighborhoods. Why does this happen?

6. Jimmy Schultz called himself “Warlock” because it made him feel big and tough.
How much effect does a name like “Warlock” have on a bullet?

7. Why do teachers not want gangs in school?

8. Last time, you wrote two goals that were supposed to keep you away from gang
activities. They didn’t work. Write why they didn’t work, and then write two more
goals that will work.

Goal number 1:

Goal Number 2:
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