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INSTRUCTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

These Behavior Improvement Packets and Lessons are designed to provide

positive learning experiences for students who have violated a school or class-

room rule or standard for behavior.

They are designed to facilitate learning correct ways of behavior while giving the

student some insight into why he or she may have done the wrong thing.

In all the materials developed, we have stressed that the purpose of going to

school is to learn, to make friends and to work together. We’ve also stressed the

theme of respecting the rights of others—to learn, to talk without interruption, to

be heard, to be able to study without noise or other distractions. These rights are

central to the second-grader’s growing understanding that he or she is part of a

learning community that includes the other students, the teacher, the principal,

and other school staff and administration, and that respecting the rights and

property of those other persons is key to living harmoniously in that community.

While the main purpose of these lessons is to serve as punishment for the stu-

dent, we have de-emphasized the punitive aspect of the packets and lessons.

Instead, we stress the positive learning experience that comes from understanding

and reflecting on one’s behavior. WHY is it wrong to distract others, talk back to

the teacher, or run in the classroom or hallways? How do others feel when you

fight, make a mess, destroy property or take things that don’t belong to you? By

emphasizing the feelings and rights of others, we try to lead students to a more

empathetic and social understanding of the effects of their behavior and the fact

that this behavior impacts on the whole school community.

Finally, we stress setting individual goals for improvement. Each packet or les-

son ends with a “Doing it Right” section, in which we suggest some positive

alternatives for each action (sharing instead of failing to share or take turns;

respecting other people’s property instead of taking things that don’t belong to

us). We invite each student to write one personal goal that points to an alterna-

tive to the action she or he took in the original situation. Thus we focus on mov-

ing from past mistakes to “next time” and encourage the student to re-think past

habits and actions.

There are nine packets for use in the Principal’s office. The Principal’s packets

have two levels of questions.
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We suggest that you review and follow these guidelines in order to make the

best use of your materials:

BEHAVIOR IMPROVEMENT PACKETS:

1. Remember to make extra copies of your Behavior Improvement Packets.

Do not allow students to write on the master copy. Save them for making

additional copies.

2. Each time a student is sent to the office for disciplinary reasons, select

one of the improvement packets for him or her to read. Also give him/her

the corresponding response form (questions and answers).

3. Note that the Behavior Improvement Packets have two response forms to

handle “repeat offenders.” These students will have to reread the improve-

ment packet reading materials, but will receive a different response form

the second time.

4. Because the completed response packets may provide insight into how

students see themselves, the response sheets might be made available to

teachers, counselors, and others who work with the student. Before this is

done, it is suggested that you let the student know that you may be shar-

ing this material with others.

5. A copy of the response form might also be given to the student’s referring

teacher the next day. Student responses could also prove helpful for the

school’s Pupil Personnel Team in its work with particular students. The

student’s parents can also be asked to read the completed response form.

The sharing of student responses should be on a “need to know” basis.

6. Keep a folder for each student who is sent to the office and file all com-

pleted response forms.
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BEHAVIOR IMPROVEMENT PACKET #2.1
FIGHTING

WHY FIGHTING IS WRONG

You have been fighting. That is why you were sent to the Principal’s
office. You must learn not to fight in class.

You must learn to get along with others. The stories you will read
will help you to stay away from fights.  You will learn why fights are
bad. Read the stories quietly. When you finish reading, answer the
Response questions at the end.

WHY YOU SHOULDN’T FIGHT IN SCHOOL

We go to school for many reasons. We want to learn at school. We go
to school to make friends. We also go to school to work together.
Fighting gets in the way of these things. People who fight work against
each other. Nobody can be a friend when he or she is fighting.

People get hurt in fights. We don’t want anybody to hurt you. We
also don’t want you to hurt anybody. Even students who watch a
fight may get hurt. The school must be a safe for everyone.

Students who do not fight learn more
easily. Students can work together bet-
ter when there are no fights. Fights do
not solve problems. When a fight is
over, the problem is still there. All stu-
dents need to learn to work together and
be friends. Learn to stay out of a fight
today. It will help make you a better
student tomorrow.



Second Grade Principal #1: Fighting         The Advantage Press, Inc.   ©1995, 2002

You will read three stories about students who got into fights. Think
about your fight while you read. Have you ever seen anybody get
into a fight? Do you know people who behave like the students in the
stories?

TOM LAUGHS AT FRED

Tom does not have many friends. He makes fun of everyone in his
class. He laughs at Sue because of her hair. He laughs at Sam be-
cause of his clothes. He laughs at the new student because he is from
another country. He laughs a lot at Fred. Tom thinks Fred does not
talk well. His words do not always come out right.

One day Tom was laughing at Fred. Fred was only asking the teacher
a question. But Fred got angry. He turned to Tom and said “Shhhhhh!”
That made the whole class laugh. Fred started to cry. He ran over to
Tom and hit him. The teacher took both boys to the office.

SALLY HURTS HER FRIEND

Sally and Sue were friends. They walked to school together every
day. They were good students and got good grades. They liked school.

One day Sue wore a new hat to school. Sally liked the hat. Sally
wanted the hat. She asked her friend if she could wear her new hat.
Sue told her she could not. Sally grabbed the hat and put it on her
head. Then Sue tried to get her hat back. Sally hit her. Sue’s lip started
to bleed. Sue had to go to see the school nurse. Sally
had to go see the principal.

STEVE GETS HURT

Steve likes to push people. He pushes his friends. He
pushes girls. He pushes everybody. Then he laughs.
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Many kids do not like Steve because he pushes them. Most of his
friends stay away from him.

One day Steve had no one to play with at recess. He ran all around
the school trying to push anyone he could catch. He raced by the
swings and tried to push Tom. Tom fell into one of the bigger kids.
The bigger kid walked over to Steve and hit him hard. Steve fell
down. Everyone laughed at Steve.

WHY PEOPLE FIGHT

Why did Tom laugh at Fred? Why did he make fun
of others? Does he want them to feel badly? Does
Tom think laughing at others will help him to get
friends? No. Laughing at others will not help him
make friends. Other students will not like Tom if he
keeps laughing at them. Tom does this to make other
people feel badly about themselves.

If Tom wants friends, he should try to be nice. He could help Fred
feel better by being kind to him. Maybe Fred would be Tom’s friend.

If Sue was really Sally’s friend, would she take her hat? Maybe Sue
could tell Sally how nice her hat looked. Then Sally might let her try
it on. Sally grabbed the hat because she was only thinking of herself.

If Steve really wanted someone to play with at recess he should not
run around looking for someone to push. Pushing and hitting others
will only make others stay away from him. Steve was being a bully.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN PEOPLE FIGHT

When Tom laughed at Fred he made Fred very upset. Fred ran over
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to Tom and hit him because he did not like someone to make fun of
him. Now both boys are in the office.

Tom had to go to the principal. Tom did not have fun. Now he will
have to take a note home to his parents.

When Sally took Sue’s hat, she made Sue
angry. Now Sue may never be Sally’s
friend again. Sally got into a fight. But
she did not get to wear the hat. She did
lose her good friend.

Steve lost most of his friends. He pushed people too many times.
When he did not have anyone to play with he ran around looking for
someone to push. This got him into a fight. Steve did not know how
to make friends.

HOW TO STAY OUT OF A FIGHT

A famous soldier once said this:

“The greatest warrior is the one who never fights.
Instead he makes a friend of his enemy.”

It is easy to fight. It is hard to make a
friend out of an enemy. It is better to
be friends than to be enemies. That
way, nobody gets hurt.

To stay out of fights, remember these
rules:
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You learn nothing when you are fighting. Fighting is the end of
learning.

You do not work together when you are fighting.

You cannot be friends with the person you are fighting.  Fight-
ing is the end of friendship.

Do not let someone bully you into losing your temper.

If you see someone fighting, tell your teacher. Somebody may
get hurt.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET #2.1   FIGHTING (1)

NAME ___________________________________________

TEACHER ___________________ DATE ______________

Below are some questions about what you have read. Write an an-
swer in the spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room,
write on the back of the sheet.

Be neat and try to write in complete sentences. If you have trouble or
do not understand what you are supposed to do, ask an adult. Fight-
ing is serious. So are these questions.

You do not get a grade on your answers. Your teacher, the principal,
or your parents may read your answers. Your answers tell us how we
can help you stay away from fights. If your work is all right, you
may not have to do any more work.

1. Are there any words in the Improvement Packet you did not
understand? Write down any words you did not know.

2. Who did you fight?
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3. How did the fight start?

4. What could you have done to stay out of the fight??

5. Why is it wrong to fight in school?

6. What should Fred have done when Tom laughed at him?

7. What could Sally and Sue do to not fight?

8. Why did Steve get hurt?
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET #2.1   FIGHTING (2)

NAME ___________________________________________

TEACHER ___________________ DATE ______________

Below are some questions about what you have read. Write an an-
swer in the spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room,
write on the back of the sheet.

Be neat and try to write in complete sentences. If you have trouble or
do not understand what you are supposed to do, ask an adult. Fight-
ing is serious. So are these questions.

You do not get a grade on your answers. Your teacher, the principal,
or your parents may read your answers. Your answers tell us how we
can help you stay away from fights. If your work is all right, you
may not have to do any more work.

1. How did this fight get started?

2. Did you hit or push anybody? Did anybody hit or push you?
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3. Why have you been fighting again?

4. Do you think it was right for you to fight?

5. Why do you think Fred hit Tom?

6. What should Sue have done when Sally grabbed her hat?

7. What should Steve have done during recess to get someone to
play with him?

8. What will you do to keep yourself out of fights?
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BEHAVIOR IMPROVEMENT PACKET #2.2
DISOBEYING

You did not obey your teacher. That is why you were sent to the
Principal’s office.

You must learn to obey your teacher. These stories will show you
why.  Read them quietly. When you finish reading the stories, an-
swer the Response questions at the end.

WHY DISOBEYING IS BAD

“Disobeying” means not doing what your teacher tells you to do.
You are in school to learn. Sometimes your teachers tell you to do
something. They are trying to help you learn. They have good rea-
sons for asking you to do something.

You should do what your teacher tells you. This makes it easier for
others in the class to learn. It also makes it easier for you to learn.

When your teacher tells you to stop doing some-
thing, you should stop. Right away. Try to learn to
obey your teacher. Work with her! Follow the rules.
You will feel good. You will get more done. Stu-
dents who follow the rules do better in school.
People who follow the rules do better at work.

People who follow the laws are better citizens.
When you disobey you are only thinking about
what you want to do. You do not think about oth-
ers.
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STORIES ABOUT DISOBEYING

Now you will read three stories about disobeying. Have you ever
seen anybody disobey the teacher?

TOMMY DOESN’T LISTEN

Ms. Smith’s students take turns watering the plants. When it was
Tommy’s turn, he spilled the water on Sue. Ms. Smith told Tommy
to be more careful. When it was Tommy’s turn again, he spilled wa-
ter on Joe.

Ms. Smith told Tommy not to water the plants again.
The very next day, Tommy took the water and
watered the plants. He spilled water all
over Ms. Smith’s desk.  Now he is
looking out the window in the
principal’s office.

TIM AND THE BROKEN SWING

Mr. Thomas watches the playground. Tim did not like to play with
the other students. He just wanted to play on the swing by himself.

The swing was broken. Mr. Thomas told Tim to stay off the swing.
Tim sat on it anyway. He pushed hard to swing high. The seat came
off. Tim fell and landed on his face. He broke his nose and cut his lip.

DEBBIE LOSES THE BAT

Mr. Henry is the gym teacher. Today the class will play softball. He
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told Bob and Bill to carry the bases to the
field. He told Debbie and Abby to carry
the bat and the ball. The whole class had
fun playing baseball. It was time to go back
to class.

Mr. Henry told Bob, Bill, Debbie and Abby
to bring everything back to the gym. Debbie
told Bob “I’m not going to bring the bat
back — I had to take it out. I will let some-
one else do it.”

The next day Mr. Henry got upset. He said,
“This class cannot play softball anymore!”
Somehow the bat got lost.

WHY PEOPLE DISOBEY

People disobey for many reasons. Sometimes, they are bored. They
do not want to work with others. Sometimes, people are angry about
something.

Sometimes, people are sick. They do not feel like doing what the
teacher tells them. Sometimes, people are afraid. Have you ever been
afraid to do something? This may cause you not to be able to do it.

When you feel like disobeying, you should talk to your teacher about
why you do not want to obey. Do you know why you disobey? Maybe
your teacher can help you to find out.
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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN PEOPLE DISOBEY

Your teacher has a good reason when she asks you to do something.
She has a good reason when she asks you not to do something. Try to
imagine what happened after the stories ended.

At the end of the story about Tommy, he was sitting in the office. He
was looking out the window. Now he is not learning anything. He is
just sitting.

He is alone because he disobeyed.

At the end of the story about Tim, he was hurt.
Mr. Thomas told Tim not to play on the swing.
The swing was broken. Tim was hurt because
he disobeyed.

At the end of the story about Debbie, the bat
was left on the field. Now the bat is gone.

It was Debbie’s fault that her class cannot play ball again. Debbie
feels badly. Everyone liked to play ball.

HOW TO AVOID DISOBEYING

Your teacher tells you something to help you learn better. You must
learn how to read, write, spell, do math, and work together. You can-
not learn these things if you disobey.

Learning to obey your teacher is important. It is the first step in learn-
ing how to work with others. You cannot always do what you want to
do. Sometimes, you must do what others ask of you.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET #2.2
DISOBEYING (1)

NAME ___________________________________________

TEACHER ___________________ DATE ______________

Below are some questions about what you have read. Write an an-
swer in the spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room,
write on the back of the sheet.

Be neat and try to write in complete sentences. If you have trouble or
do not understand what you are supposed to do, ask an adult. Dis-
obeying is serious. So are these questions.

You do not get a grade on your answers. Your teacher, the principal,
or your parents may read your answers. Your answers tell us how we
can help you stay away from fights. If your work is all right, you
may not have to do any more work.

1.  What did your teacher tell you to do or not to do?

2.  Why did you disobey your teacher?
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3.  Did you talk to your teacher about the reason you did not want
to obey?

4.  Write what you think would happen if you disobeyed the fol-
lowing people?

A policeman who is trying to protect you from a robber:

A doctor who is trying to save your life:

A teacher who is trying to help you learn:

5.  Why is it wrong to disobey your teacher?
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6.  Why is it good to learn to work with other people?

7.  What did Mr. Thomas tell Tim? What did Tim do?

8.  What will you do the next time your teacher asks you to do
something?



Second Grade Principal #2: Disobeying         The Advantage Press, Inc.   ©1995, 2002

STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET #2.2
DISOBEYING (2)

NAME ___________________________________________

TEACHER ___________________ DATE ______________

Below are some questions about what you have read. Write an an-
swer in the spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room,
write on the back of the sheet.

Be neat and try to write in complete sentences. If you have trouble or
do not understand what you are supposed to do, ask an adult. Dis-
obeying is serious. So are these questions.

You do not get a grade on your answers. Your teacher, the principal,
or your parents may read your answers. Your answers tell us how we
can help you stay away from fights. If your work is all right, you
may not have to do any more work.

1.  Did your teacher tell you to do something or not to do some-
thing?

2.  What did you do or not do?



Second Grade Principal #2: Disobeying         The Advantage Press, Inc.   ©1995, 2002

3.  Why did you not obey your teacher?

4.  When you disobeyed your teacher, what might the others in
your class think?

5.  Why is it important to learn to work together with others?

6.  What do you think Tommy should have done?

7.  What do you think Debbie should have done?

8.  What are you going to do now?
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BEHAVIOR IMPROVEMENT PACKET #2.3
LOSING YOUR TEMPER

You have lost your temper. That is why you were sent to the Principal’s
office.

You must learn to control your temper. These stories will show you
why.  Read them quietly. When you finish reading the stories, an-
swer the Response questions at the end.

WHY LOSING YOUR TEMPER IS BAD

Were you upset about something? Did you lose your temper? When
we are upset, we sometimes do things we should not do. Nobody
ever gained anything by losing his or her temper.

When you lose your temper, you can-
not learn anything. You cannot read
and you cannot write. You cannot
work with other people. Many times
when you lose your temper you also
lose your friends.

Losing your temper is not good. It is like
losing control of a car. It keeps you from
going where you want to go.

STORIES ABOUT LOSING YOUR TEMPER

On the next page are three stories. They are about losing your tem-
per. Have you seen many people lose their temper?
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RANDY AND STEVE PAINT

Randy and Steve shared the paint. Randy was
painting a dog. Steve was painting a house.
Randy wanted his dog to be black. Steve wanted
his house to be black.

Randy told Steve to wait for the black paint. Steve
did not want to wait. He took the black paint from
Randy. Randy screamed at Steve and threw the
red and blue paints at him.

Steve told Randy he could have the black
paint. He put the back paint in Randy’s
hair.

The teacher had to stop them. Both boys
were a mess.  Randy and Steve lost their
tempers.

SUE BREAKS THE MIRROR

Judy brought a mirror to school. She showed her class how to make
the light from the sun bounce from her mirror. First she bounced the
light. Then she moved the mirror and made the light bounce to the
floor. She moved it again. This time she made the sun shine in Sue’s
face.

Sue did not like it. She told Judy to stop. Judy did not stop.

The class laughed when Judy did not stop. Sue jumped out of her
seat and took the mirror from Judy. She threw the mirror to the floor.
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The mirror broke into many pieces. It was a big mess.

Sue lost her temper.

HARRY BREAKS A TRAIN

The teacher told Harry and Doug to make a model train. This was a
class project. Harry did not want to work on the model. Doug told
him that he needed to help build the train.

Doug wanted the train to be long. He wanted it to have six different
train cars. He told Harry to make the box car.

Harry did not make the box car.
He did not make any train car.

Doug told Harry to get to work.
Harry threw the model down
and broke it. Harry lost his temper.

WHY PEOPLE LOSE THEIR TEMPER

Students lose their tempers for many reasons. They might be worried
or angry about something. They might be upset about what happened
on the way to school. They might be sick. They might want to get
their way about something.

Maybe somebody made them mad or hit them. Someone could have
stolen something from them. But losing their temper does not solve
anything.
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A student might be worried. But losing his temper will not make him
stop worrying. A student might be angry. But losing her temper will
not make her happy.

What if someone steals something that belongs to you? Losing your
temper will not get it back. Losing your temper just makes matters
worse.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN PEOPLE LOSE THEIR
   TEMPERS

Think about the three stories you just read.

Randy threw the paint at Steve. Steve threw the
paint at Randy. Both boys made a mess.  Both
boys will have to explain to their parents what
happened.

Judy brought a mirror to school. Sue broke the mirror. Now Sue will
have to buy Judy a new mirror. It will be hard for Judy and Sue to be
friends again.

Harry did not want to make the model train. He lost his temper and
broke the train. No one likes to be around Harry. They are afraid that
he will lose his temper. Harry is losing his friends because of his
temper.

HOW TO KEEP FROM LOSING YOUR TEMPER

You must learn to control your temper. This is the first step in learn-
ing how to work with others.
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Most of what we do is done in groups. If you cannot work with oth-
ers in a group you will have a hard time in school. You will also have
a hard time later in life.

Steve should have waited for Randy to finish with the paint. Things
could have turned out better.

Sue should not have put the light in Judy’s eyes. Judy should have
turned her back and laughed along with the others. Things might
have turned out better.

Maybe Doug should have asked Harry why he did not want to work
on the model. Things might have turned out better.

Here are some tips on how to control your temper:

Take a deep breath. Hold it for a count of three. Now let it out.
Do this three times. It will help you to get hold of yourself.

Ask yourself why you are losing your temper.

Think about something else for a minute. Think
about having fun. Will losing your temper help
you to have fun?

Will losing your temper get you in trouble? Think
about what might happen if you lose your temper
and get into trouble.

This is a hard one. Look at the person who made
you angry. Try to find something about that per-
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son to like. Try to understand why the person is doing what he
or she is doing. If you can do this, you will show others how
grown up you are.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET #2.3   TEMPER (1)

NAME ___________________________________________

TEACHER ___________________ DATE ______________

Below are some questions about what you have read. Write an an-
swer in the spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room,
write on the back of the sheet.

Be neat and try to write in complete sentences. If you have trouble or
do not understand what you are supposed to do, ask an adult. Losing
your temper is serious. So are these questions.

You do not get a grade on your answers. Your teacher, the principal,
or your parents may read your answers. Your answers tell us how we
can help you stay away from fights. If your work is all right, you
may not have to do any more work.

1.  Why did you lose your temper?

2.  What did you do when you lost your temper?

3.  What did others do when you lost your temper?
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4.  What happened after you lost your temper?

5.  Do you lose your temper a lot? Why?

6.  How can you control your temper?

7.  Why is it important to control your temper?

8.  What will you do next time when you feel yourself losing your
temper?
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET #2.3 TEMPER (2)

NAME ___________________________________________

TEACHER ___________________ DATE ______________

Below are some questions about what you have read. Write an an-
swer in the spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room,
write on the back of the sheet.

Be neat and try to write in complete sentences. If you have trouble or
do not understand what you are supposed to do, ask an adult. Losing
your temper is serious. So are these questions.

You do not get a grade on your answers. Your teacher, the principal,
or your parents may read your answers. Your answers tell us how we
can help you stay away from fights. If your work is all right, you
may not have to do any more work.

1.  What were you doing when you lost your temper?

2.  What happened to make you lose your temper?

3.  When you lost your temper, what were you thinking or feeling?
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4.  Did losing your temper help you? Explain your answer.

5.  What do you think Steve should have done?

6.  What do you think Sue should have done?

7.  What do you think Harry should have done?

8.  What will you do the next time you feel yourself losing your
temper?
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BEHAVIOR IMPROVEMENT PACKET #2.4
PUSHING

You have pushed someone. That is why you were sent to the
Principal’s office.

You must learn not to push people. These stories will show you why.
Read them quietly. When you finish reading the stories, answer the
Response questions at the end.

WHY PUSHING IS BAD

Some students think it is fun to push. But almost all stu-
dents know it is not fun to be pushed. When you push
somebody you are being mean to that person. You are
treating that person like a thing and not like a person.

Pushing somebody can cause an accident. It can
hurt the person you pushed. It can hurt people
standing close to that person too. You must learn
not to push people.

STORIES ABOUT PUSHING

Below are three stories about pushing. Have you seen other people
pushing? Do they push to have fun or to hurt?

DICK WANTS TO BE FIRST

Dick likes to be first in line. He runs from the school to the bus. He
yells “I’m first!” Today Larry ran to the bus too. He ran faster than
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Dick. Larry was first in line. Dick wanted to be first. Dick pushed his
way into the line. He hit Larry in the nose with his elbow. Larry’s
nose began to bleed. Larry was hurt.

JUDY GETS HURT

Judy likes to go to school early. She likes to be first to class. Today
she stood by the classroom door when the bell rang. The door opened.
Everybody ran for the door at one time.

Jim and Tom pushed Judy out of the way. She hit her head against the
wall. She was bleeding. She became dizzy. Judy was taken to see the
school nurse.

STEVE BREAKS HIS LEG

Monday was a special day for lunch.
The teacher told her class they will have
pizza. Everyone cheered.

Mark told Steve that he was going to
have three pieces. Steve said he was
going to have four. They both laughed.

The teacher told the class to line up for their pizza lunch. Mark wanted
to be first. So did Steve. Steve jumped over a desk to beat Mark.
Mark pushed Steve just as he went over the desk. Steve slipped. He
hurt his leg when he fell. The teacher told the class to stand back. It
looked like Steve broke his leg.
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WHY PEOPLE PUSH OTHER PEOPLE

Sometimes, people want to be first. They like being in front. People
may also be in a hurry to leave. Sometimes, people don’t care about
other people’s feelings.

Sometimes, people accidentally push others out of their way. Some
people push others out of the way on purpose. It is wrong to push
others.

Some people do not want to hurt others when they push them. They
only want to be in front of them. Or they want them to look.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU PUSH

Dick pushed his way in line in front of Larry. Larry got a bloody
nose when Dick pushed him. Dick was Larry's friend.

Now Larry is angry with him. Dick has
lost a friend. Larry has a bloody nose.

Judy did not think about the dangers of
standing in front of a door. The bell was
about to ring. Jim and Tom did not think
either. They just wanted to get through the
door. Judy was standing close to the door.
She got hurt.

Now Judy is dizzy and has a headache. Jim and Tom are sitting in the
office. They were in a hurry but now they have to wait.

Steve and Mark were happy to hear about the pizza for lunch. When
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Mark made Steve fall, he hurt Steve. The pizza lunch was ruined.
Everyone felt sad because Steve was hurt.

HOW TO AVOID PUSHING

Get control of yourself. Do not push when you are standing in line. It
does not make the line move any faster. Do not push when you are
leaving class. It does not get you out of class any faster.

Do not push when you are walking down the hall. You may hurt
someone. Someone may push you and hurt you.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET #2.4   PUSHING (1)

NAME ___________________________________________

TEACHER ___________________ DATE ______________

Below are some questions about what you have read. Write an an-
swer in the spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room,
write on the back of the sheet.

Be neat and try to write in complete sentences. If you have trouble or
do not understand what you are supposed to do, ask an adult. Push-
ing is serious. So are these questions.

You do not get a grade on your answers. Your teacher, the principal,
or your parents may read your answers. Your answers tell us how we
can help you stop pushing. If your work is all right, you may not
have to do any more work.

1.  Why did you push somebody?

2.  Did you knock the person down or shove him or her out of your
way?
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3.  What did Dick do to Larry?

4.  How did you feel after you pushed the person?

5.  What were you thinking about when you pushed the person?

6.  Was the person hurt?

7.  How would you like it if somebody pushed you?

8.  Name three reasons why you will not push anybody again.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET #2.4    PUSHING (2)

NAME ___________________________________________

TEACHER ___________________ DATE ______________

Below are some questions about what you have read. Write an an-
swer in the spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room,
write on the back of the sheet.

Be neat and try to write in complete sentences. If you have trouble or
do not understand what you are supposed to do, ask an adult. Push-
ing is serious. So are these questions.

You do not get a grade on your answers. Your teacher, the principal,
or your parents may read your answers. Your answers tell us how we
can help you stop pushing. If your work is all right, you may not
have to do any more work.

1.  Why did you push somebody this time?

2.  You have been in trouble for pushing people before. Why do
you keep doing it?
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3.  Did you hurt the person you pushed? What happened?

4.  Why is it against the rules to push someone?

5.  What happened when Mark pushed Steve?

6.  What will it take to make you stop pushing people?

7.  Write the reasons why you should not push anybody again.

8.  Now explain how you are going to change the way you act so
you will not push people.
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BEHAVIOR IMPROVEMENT PACKET #2.5
RUNNING WHEN YOU SHOULD NOT RUN

You have been running. There are many places you should not run.
You ran in a place where you should have walked. That is why you
were sent to the Principal’s office.

You must learn not to run in the wrong places. These stories will
show you why. Read them quietly. When you finish reading the sto-
ries, answer the Response questions at the end.

WHY RUNNING CAN BE BAD

Running is fun. Everybody likes to
run. You cannot run when you have
a hurt leg or are sick. Then you re-
ally miss being able to run.

You may want to join a track team
when you are older. You may be
good at running. Someday you may
win a race.

You can run on a track at a school. You can run in an open field.
Running at home in your yard or on the playground can be fun, too.

These are places where running is okay. You can run in these places
because you will not hurt yourself or other people.

STORIES ABOUT RUNNING

Have you seen other people running when they should not run? Can
you write a story about why you ran? Can you tell what happened
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when you ran?

BOBBY MAKES A MESS

Bobby likes to run. He does not like to sit at his desk. He is the first
out of his seat when the bell rings. Bobby does not like to walk. He
runs everywhere.

Today, Bobby ran down the hall. He was in
a hurry to go to recess. When he ran around
the corner he crashed into Betty. She was
carrying a glass fishbowl. She had brought
it for show-and-tell.

The fishbowl fell and broke. Glass was ev-
erywhere! Now Betty has no fishbowl.
Bobby ran in the wrong place.

SALLY SPRAINS HER ANKLE

Sally is tall and fast. She wants to be an Olympic runner when she
grows up. Every day at recess, Sally runs on the track around the big
field.

Today the track was closed for repairs. Workers were fixing it. The
teacher told the class to stay away from the track at recess. Sally did
not listen. She ran on it anyway. She stepped into a small hole. She
sprained her ankle.

BERT REACHES THE WRONG END ZONE

Bert wants to be a football player. He likes to pretend that he is run-
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ning to catch a pass. He does this when he runs.

Pretending is good. But you have to pretend at the right
time and place. One day Bert was running down

the hallway. He was playing his football game.

Bert was not watching what he was doing.
He ran right into a glass door at the end of the
hall. Bert broke the glass in the door. The glass
flew all over the hallway. The glass cut Bert’s
arm. He had to go to the hospital.

WHY PEOPLE RUN WHEN THEY SHOULD NOT

There are many good reasons to run. It can be fun. It can also be
healthy. Sometimes, you feel so good you just want to run. Other
times, you just want to get somewhere fast.

There are also many good reasons for walking instead of running.
You must learn where you can run and where you cannot run. If you
want to run, run on a track, or in the gym.

Do not run in the classroom or in the halls. This can be dangerous.
You might fall or knock someone down.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU RUN

Bobby was always in a hurry. He liked to run. He never thought
about the dangers. He knew that he might run into something. But he
did not care. Now Betty has a broken fish bowl. She is very unhappy.
Sally loves to run. But she does not listen to her teacher. Now she has
hurt her ankle. It will be a long time before she can run again.
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Bert daydreamed while he ran. He did not see the glass door. Now
Bert’s arm is badly hurt. He was not watching what he was doing.

Each of these persons ran where they should have walked. Now
Betty’s fishbowl is broken. Sally’s ankle is hurt. Bert has a scar on
his arm.

HOW TO STOP RUNNING WHEN IT IS WRONG TO RUN

Running can be fun. You must not run at the wrong time or in the
wrong place. You might hurt yourself or someone else.

We go to school to learn and to work together. It is hard to learn
when you are running. Especially if you have been told to sit in your
seat and work.

Always think about what might happen when you run. Ask yourself
if it is the right time or place to run. Ask yourself if someone might
get hurt.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET #2.5   RUNNING (1)
NAME ___________________________________________

TEACHER ___________________ DATE ______________

Below are some questions about what you have read. Write an an-
swer in the spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room,
write on the back of the sheet.

Be neat and try to write in complete sentences. If you have trouble or
do not understand what you are supposed to do, ask an adult. Run-
ning is serious. So are these questions.

You do not get a grade on your answers. Your teacher, the principal,
or your parents may read your answers. Your answers tell us how we
can help you stop running. If your work is all right, you may not
have to do any more work.

1.  Where were you running?

2.  Why is this not a good place to run?

3.  Did you run into somebody?
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4.  What happened when Bobby ran?

5.  What were you thinking about when you ran?

6.  Do you know other people who run in the wrong places?

7.  Why is it bad to run in the wrong places?

8.  What should you do to stop running in the wrong places?
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET #2.5   RUNNING (2)

NAME ___________________________________________

TEACHER ___________________ DATE ______________

Below are some questions about what you have read. Write an an-
swer in the spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room,
write on the back of the sheet.

Be neat and try to write in complete sentences. If you have trouble or
do not understand what you are supposed to do, ask an adult. Run-
ning is serious. So are these questions.

You do not get a grade on your answers. Your teacher, the principal,
or your parents may read your answers. Your answers tell us how we
can help you stop running. If your work is all right, you may not
have to do any more work.

1.  Where were you running?

2.  Why did you run instead of walk?

3.  Tell what happened when Bert ran.
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4.  Tell what happened when you ran.

5.  Tell why is it wrong to run in the wrong places.

6.  What does your teacher think about your running?

7.  When you run, does it bother others?

8.  How can you help others by not running?
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BEHAVIOR IMPROVEMENT PACKET #2.6
MISBEHAVING ON THE PLAYGROUND

You are in trouble because of what you did on the playground. That
is why you were sent to the office.

You must learn to do the right things on the playground. These sto-
ries will show you why.  Read them quietly. When you finish reading
the stories, answer the Response questions at the end.

WHY MISBEHAVING ON THE PLAYGROUND IS BAD

The playground is a place to play and have fun. We get tired of sit-
ting at a school desk all day. In class we have to stay in our seat.
When we go outside we can move around. The playground is a fun
place to go. We can do many things on the playground.

Most playgrounds have things to play on. There are
slides and seesaws. Some playgrounds have merry-
go-rounds and jungle gyms. Playgrounds may
have places to run.

While playgrounds can be fun, they can
also be dangerous.

STORIES ABOUT MISBEHAVING ON THE PLAYGROUND

Now you will read three stories about misbehaving on the playground.
Have you seen other people misbehaving on the playground?
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ERNEST PLAYS HARD

Ernest is a “bully.” He thinks he owns the playground. He plays hard.
He is big and strong. Most of the other boys are smaller.

Ernest likes to play football. He does not just tag the person with the
ball. He hits him as hard as he can. He likes to knock him down.
Ernest likes to pick on people. He likes to pick on smaller students.

Today Ernest knocked a boy down. The boy got hurt. Ernest laughed.
He did not care that someone got hurt.

WINNIE WANTS IT ALL

The second grade class often plays with a big round ball. Winnie
tries to keep the ball when she gets it. Others in the class do not like
to play with Winnie. She is no fun. When she takes the ball, the oth-
ers cannot play.

Winnie’s class told Winnie to
stay away at recess. If she will
not share with them, they will
not play with her. Poor Winnie.
Now she just sits. She can only
watch the others as they have
fun.

HARRY IS NO FUN

You can play on the equipment. But you sometimes have to play one
at a time. Two people cannot slide down the slide at once.
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If somebody is on the slide, Harry will try to slide down at the same
time. If we are on the see-saw, he will stand in the middle so we
cannot play.

Harry does not want to act like the others. He does not know how to
play right. Nobody is happy when Harry is around. Everyone says
that Harry ruins the fun.

WHY PEOPLE MISBEHAVE ON THE PLAYGROUND

Some people do not know how to play with others.
They do not understand that you must take turns.

People like Ernest play too hard. They hurt other
people. Most kids do not want to play with Ernest.
Maybe he does this to show off.

Winnie does not work with her classmates. She works
against them. She does not follow the rules. She can-
not be trusted. How can you be a friend with someone
who cannot be trusted?

Some people like to be in the way when others are
having fun. Harry is like this. When someone is on
the slide, he’ll jump on it too. It is no fun to be around Harry.

Why do Ernest, Winnie and Harry do these things? Maybe they are
selfish. They want their way with everything. It is hard to enjoy people
like them.
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DO NOT MISBEHAVE ON THE PLAYGROUND

Look back at the three stories you just read.

Ernest upsets or hurts others. Nobody likes to be around someone
like him.

Winnie is never a part of any group. She cannot
seem to get along with the others.

Harry does not play the right way. He does what
he wants. This is not fair to the others.

We go to school to learn and to work together. You are not working
well with other students when they cannot enjoy the playground.

BE SAFE ON THE PLAYGROUND

These rules will help you behave on the playground:

Learn to work and play with other people.

Are you bullying or going against your classmates? If so, ask
your teacher for help.

Think about being fair to the others on the playground. Do not
hurt anyone.



Second Grade Principal #6: Playground                     The Advantage Press, Inc.   ©1995, 2002

STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET #2.6
PLAYGROUND BEHAVIOR (1)

NAME ___________________________________________

TEACHER ___________________ DATE ______________

Below are some questions about what you have read. Write an an-
swer in the spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room,
write on the back of the sheet.

Be neat and try to write in complete sentences. If you have trouble or
do not understand what you are supposed to do, ask an adult. Play-
ground misbehavior is serious. So are these questions.

You do not get a grade on your answers. Your teacher, the principal,
or your parents may read your answers. Your answers tell us how we
can help you behave. If your work is all right, you may not have to
do any more work.

1.  What did you do that was wrong on the playground?

2.  Why did you do what you did?
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3.  How should you have been acting when you were on the play-
ground?

4.  Do other people do to you what you did on the playground?

5.  Why should the playground be a safe place at school?

6.  Why can’t Ernest play with the others at recess?

7.  Why are you having trouble playing?

8.  Tell us how you are going to change the way you act.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET #2.6
PLAYGROUND BEHAVIOR (2)

NAME ___________________________________________

TEACHER ___________________ DATE ______________

Below are some questions about what you have read. Write an an-
swer in the spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room,
write on the back of the sheet.

Be neat and try to write in complete sentences. If you have trouble or
do not understand what you are supposed to do, ask an adult. Play-
ground misbehavior is serious. So are these questions.

You do not get a grade on your answers. Your teacher, the principal,
or your parents may read your answers. Your answers tell us how we
can help you behave. If your work is all right, you may not have to
do any more work.

1.  What were you doing before you misbehaved?

2.  How did you misbehave?

3.  What was your reason for misbehaving?
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4.  Why was what you did unfair to others?

5.  Why didn’t the others want to play with Winnie?

6.  Do you think others want to play with you? Explain your an-
swer.

7.  Why do you think you misbehaved on the playground again?

8.  Tell us how you are going to change the way you behave on the
playground.
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BEHAVIOR IMPROVEMENT PACKET #2.7
GETTING ALONG WITH OTHERS

You are in trouble because you have trouble getting along with oth-
ers. This is why you were sent to the office.

You must learn to do the right things when you are with others. These
stories will show you why. Read them quietly. When you finish read-
ing the stories, answer the Response questions at the end.

WHY IT IS GOOD TO GET ALONG WITH OTHERS

We go to school to learn, to work together and to make friends.
Working together makes learning easier and more fun. Everyone must
learn how to get along with others. This helps you work together.
You can learn from others when you work together.

STORIES ABOUT NOT GETTING ALONG WITH OTHERS

Now you will read three stories about getting along with others. Have
you seen many people who do not get along with others?

DOUG DOES NOT HELP

The teacher asked Doug and Judy to work together. They were going
to make a poster. The poster was about the sun. Judy read a book
about the sun. She did her part of the re-
port. Doug did not want to work with a
girl. He spent his time drawing on his pa-
per. It came time to show the poster to the
rest of the class. The poster was not done.
It looked bad. Judy did her part. Doug did
not help.
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 DANNY THROWS THE BALL

Joe and Danny like to play baseball. Joe likes to be the pitcher. Danny
likes to be a pitcher too. At recess the whole class was going to play
a ball game. Joe took the ball and said he would be pitcher. Danny
took the ball away from Joe and said he would be pitcher.

Joe tried to get the ball back. Danny would not let him have it. Joe
yelled at Danny. Danny got mad. He threw the ball over the fence.

Now no one can play ball.

NO MORE TRIPS

The students in Mrs. Smith’s class were going on a trip. The class
was learning about trees. They were going to the woods to look at
trees.

Each student was asked to find a leaf. Tim was to
find an oak leaf. Tom was to find a birch leaf. Sue
was to find a maple leaf. Each of the other students
was asked to find a leaf too. The students returned
from the field trip. Not everyone had a leaf. Here is
what happened:

Tom made fun of Tim’s shoes. Tim got into a fight with Tom. He
took Tom’s leaf. Then he turned it in as his own.

Sue made fun of Lucy’s hair. To get
even, Lucy stole her leaf. She turned it
in as her own.

The class trip was supposed to be fun.
It was not fun. Mrs. Smith said they
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would not go on another trip.

WHY PEOPLE DO NOT GET ALONG WITH OTHERS

There are many reasons why people do not get along. Sometimes
they do not get along because people are different. Here are a few
differences for you to think about. Some people:

have a different skin color

have different ideas about things

talk differently

come from different countries

dress differently

sing different songs

like to play different games

live in a different neighborhood

Do these differences really matter?

When some people do not get along with others they are called preju-
diced. This means that they decide not to get along before they even
know the person. If you do not know what “prejudice” means, ask
your teacher.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU DO NOT GET ALONG
   WITH OTHERS

Susie did her part of the project. Doug did not do his part. Both got a
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bad grade because Doug did not want to work with a girl. Doug was
not fair to Susie.

Both Joe and Danny wanted to be the pitcher. Danny was angry at
Joe. Danny threw the ball over the fence. Now the class could not
play the game.

Mrs. Smith had a good plan for her class. The trip was going to be
fun. But the trip was not fun. Tom made fun of Tim’s shoes. Tim and
Tom got into a fight. Sue made fun of Lucy’s hair. Some students
ruin things for everyone.

HOW TO GET ALONG WITH OTHERS

Here is the first rule in getting along with others:

Stand in the other person’s shoes.

This means, pretend, for a minute, that you are
that other person. How would you feel? What
would you think? This will help you know more
about that person. This will help you learn about
how others see the world.

Here is the second rule in getting along with others:

Most differences don’t really make any difference.

If you study, you can learn to read. Your color, your religion, or where
you came from do not matter in learning how to read. If you study,
you can learn to add numbers. It does not make any difference if you
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are a boy or a girl. You can still learn to add numbers.

Most differences do not matter. The important thing is to learn. We
go to school to learn. We also go to learn how to work together. When
we work together and get along, we learn more than if we work alone.



Second Grade Principal #7: Getting Along With Others                     The Advantage Press, Inc.   ©1995, 2002

STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET #2.7
GETTING ALONG WITH OTHERS (1)

NAME ___________________________________________

TEACHER ___________________ DATE ______________

Below are some questions about what you have read. Write an an-
swer in the spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room,
write on the back of the sheet.

Be neat and try to write in complete sentences. If you have trouble or
do not understand what you are supposed to do, ask an adult. Getting
along is important. So are these questions.

You do not get a grade on your answers. Your teacher, the principal,
or your parents may read your answers. Your answers tell us how we
can help you get along with others. If your work is all right, you may
not have to do any more work.

1.  What happened when you did not get along with someone?

2.. Do you like to work with people who are different from you?  If
yes, why? If no, why not?

3.  Why didn’t Doug help with the poster?
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4.  Why didn’t you get along with someone?

5.  Are you a little bit like Doug? Tell why or why not.

6.  Why didn’t Danny and Joe get along?

7.  What would you do to help Danny and Joe fix their problem?

8.  Tell us what you can do to help get along with others.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET #2.7
GETTING ALONG WITH OTHERS (2)

NAME ___________________________________________

TEACHER ___________________ DATE ______________

Below are some questions about what you have read. Write an an-
swer in the spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room,
write on the back of the sheet.

Be neat and try to write in complete sentences. If you have trouble or
do not understand what you are supposed to do, ask an adult. Getting
along is important. So are these questions.

You do not get a grade on your answers. Your teacher, the principal,
or your parents may read your answers. Your answers tell us how we
can help you get along with others. If your work is all right, you may
not have to do any more work.

1.  Why do you think you are having trouble getting along with
people?

2.  What do you think getting along with others means?
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3.  Why is getting along with others so important?

4.  When you are asked to work with somebody on a project, what
is the first thing you think of?

5.  Why did Mrs. Smith say she was not going to take her class on
another trip?

6.  Why didn’t Tim and Tom get along?

7.  Why didn’t Sue and Lucy get along?

8.  What will you do to try to get along better with others?
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BEHAVIOR IMPROVEMENT PACKET #2.8
NAME-CALLING

You have called someone by a bad name. That is why you were sent
to the Principal’s office.

You must learn not to call people bad names. These stories will show
you why. Read them quietly. When you finish reading the stories,
answer the Response questions at the end.

WHY NAME-CALLING IS BAD

Some students call others bad names. They do this to hurt their feel-
ings or to make them angry. Nobody likes to be called a bad name.

There is an old saying. “Sticks and
stones can break my bones, but names
can never hurt me.” But this is not al-
ways true. Names can hurt.

We go to school to learn, to work to-
gether and to be friends. Name calling
keeps us from learning and working together. Nobody ever made a
friend by calling someone a bad name. Name calling only loses
friends.

STORIES ABOUT NAME-CALLING

Now you will read three stories about calling names. Have you heard
others call people names?
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ROSE GETS HURT TWO WAYS

Rose is a fast runner. She wants to be on the track team. One day
Rose fell and broke her ankle. She had to wear a cast for six weeks.
She had to walk with crutches.

Rose came back to school after the accident. Some of her
friends wanted to sign her cast. They wrote “get well soon”
and “sorry” on the cast. Other students wanted to sign her
cast too. They wrote “now you’re the slowest in the
class HA, HA” and “break the other one!” and
“gimpy.”

KIM LEARNS ABOUT AMERICA

Kim’s parents are from Japan. His grandparents were killed in a war.
His parents moved to the United States to start a new life.

Kim was born in the U.S.A. He lives in a neighborhood where his is
the only family from Japan. Kim goes to a school where he is the
only Japanese student.

Kim does not look like the other students. Some students call him
“slant eyes.” They are not being nice. We should be kind to other
students.

THE BATTLE OF THE JOCKS AND THE NERDS

Bert is great at sports. He runs fast. He plays football and baseball.
He is more interested in sports than his school work.
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Ray is good at science and math. He knows how to use the computer.
He knows how to use a pocket calculator.

Ray does not like sports. He does not like students who like sports.
He calls Bert a “dumb jock.”

Bert has no interest in math. He does not  like students who do well
in school. He calls Ray a “nerdy geek.”

They do not work together. They are not friends. This is too bad. Bert
could learn a lot from Ray. Ray could learn a lot from Bert.

WHY SOME PEOPLE CALL OTHER PEOPLE NAMES

People call others names for many reasons. Some names are not meant
to hurt. Others are used for bad reasons.

Susie calls Ray a “brain.” She is trying to be nice. Susie likes smart
people. Sally calls Bert a “superstar.” She likes boys in sports.

Bert calls Ray a “nerdy geek.” He is
not trying to be nice. Ray calls Bert
a “dumb jock.” He is not nice either.

Some people call others names with-
out thinking. They should think about
the feelings of others before they say
anything. They do not know that they
are hurting the other person.

Some people call others names because they want to hurt them. Here
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are some of the reasons. They want to:

make fun of them. They think this makes them better.

show others how they are different.

make them feel bad about who or what they are.

push them into a fight.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU CALL PEOPLE NAMES

Rose was afraid that she might never run again. People called her
“gimpy.” It made her afraid that her ankle might not get well.

Rose was hurt in two ways. Her ankle was hurt from the fall. Her
feelings were hurt from being called bad names.

People called Kim bad names. They were making fun of him be-
cause he was different.

Kim was born in America. But people made fun of him because he
did not look like them.

Ray calls Bert a “dumb jock.” He  makes fun of what Bert does best.
Just because Bert likes sports does not mean he is dumb. Bert may
also be good at spelling.

Bert calls Ray a “nerdy geek.” He makes fun of what Ray does best.
Just because Ray is good at school does not mean he is weak or
clumsy. Ray may be a good soccer player.
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It is always a mistake to call a person a bad name. It hurts his or her
feelings. And the name may not fit at all.

HOW TO STOP CALLING NAMES

Think about a person’s good points. This may help you to stop call-
ing the person something bad.

Remember that people and names are not the same. People are who
and what they are. The names you call them may not fit.

Bad names can hurt a person’s feelings. Even funny names may make
a person angry.

We go to school to learn, work together and to be friends. When we
call people names, we are working against them. We are not trying to
learn about them.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET #2.8
NAME CALLING (1)

NAME ___________________________________________

TEACHER ___________________ DATE ______________

Below are some questions about what you have read. Write an an-
swer in the spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room,
write on the back of the sheet.

Be neat and try to write in complete sentences. If you have trouble or
do not understand what you are supposed to do, ask an adult. Name
calling is serious. So are these questions.

You do not get a grade on your answers. Your teacher, the principal,
or your parents may read your answers. Your answers tell us how we
can help you stop calling names. If your work is all right, you may
not have to do any more work.

1.  Why did you call someone a bad name?

2.  Who did you call a name? What name did you call him or her?

3.  Why is it wrong to call others names?
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4.  How would you feel if someone called you a name?

5.  How do you think the person felt when you said the name? What
did he or she do?

6.  What would school be like if name calling was allowed?

7.  What were the two ways Rose was hurt?

a.

b.

8.  Tell us why you are going to stop name calling.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET #2.8
NAME CALLING (2)

NAME ___________________________________________

TEACHER ___________________ DATE ______________

Below are some questions about what you have read. Write an an-
swer in the spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room,
write on the back of the sheet.

Be neat and try to write in complete sentences. If you have trouble or
do not understand what you are supposed to do, ask an adult. Name
calling is serious. So are these questions.

You do not get a grade on your answers. Your teacher, the principal,
or your parents may read your answers. Your answers tell us how we
can help you stop calling names. If your work is all right, you may
not have to do any more work.

1.  Who did you call a name?  What name did you call him or her?

2.  Why did you call the person this name?

3.  What is the difference between a good name and a bad name.
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4.  How do you think being called bad names makes other people
feel?

5.  What is wrong with calling others a name?

6.  Can a fight start over name calling? Why?

7.  What names did Bert and Ray call each other?

8.  What are you going to do to stop calling people bad names?
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BEHAVIOR IMPROVEMENT PACKET #2.9
TAKING THINGS

You took something that does not belong to you. That is why you
were sent to the Principal’s office.

You must learn not to take things that do not belong to you. These
stories will show you why. Read them quietly. When you finish read-
ing the stories, answer the Response questions at the end.

WHY TAKING THINGS IS BAD

Taking things that do not belong to you is wrong. When you do this
you are “stealing.” This means that you took something that belongs
to somebody else. You took it without permission. You stole it.

Sometimes, people take things just because they
want them. Sometimes they take things because
they think they need them. Do you know the dif-
ference between wanting something and needing
something? Sometimes, people take things because
they do not want the other people to have them.

Taking things that do not belong to you can get you
in trouble. If you take something that does not be-
long to you, you could also lose a friend.

STORIES ABOUT TAKING THINGS

Now you will read three stories about taking things. Have you seen
other people take things without permission?
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JIMMY TAKES JOE’S JACKET

Jimmy wanted a team jacket. Joe had a jacket like the one Jimmy
wanted.

Joe had to take the milk money to the office after school. After he left
the room, Jimmy took Joe’s jacket. He put it on and walked home.
Now he had the new jacket. Jimmy took something that did not be-
long to him. This was wrong!

BETTY “BORROWS” A BOOK

Betty walks by the door to the library every day. There was an old
book about Raggedy Ann and Raggedy Andy. It was just like the one
that her grandmother used to read. It was always on the big desk near
the door.

One day, Betty went into the library
when nobody was looking. She took
the book. She did not tell anyone.
Now the other students will not be
able to read it. This is not fair!

NICK TAKES PETE’S KNIFE

One day, Pete was getting dressed to go to school. His older brother
had left a big knife on top of the desk. Pete liked the knife.

He put it into his pocket. He took it to school. He wanted to show it
off to his friends.

When Nick saw the knife he wanted it. He took the knife while Pete
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wasn’t looking. When the recess bell rang, they all went out on the
playground.

Pete found out that Nick had the knife. He tried to take it back. A
fight started.

WHY PEOPLE TAKE THINGS

Most people take things because they want them. They might not
have the money to buy the things they want. So they take them if
they get a chance.

Some people steal things for the fun of it. It makes them feel brave or
daring.

When you watch TV you see many things
you might want. When you look at a news-
paper you see more things that you want.
When you go to the store you might see
even more things you want.

Maybe you do not have any money to buy
what you want. Maybe you know that your
parents would not buy it for you anyway.
You might want to take what you want. But
this does not make it right to take something.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU TAKE THINGS
     THAT DO NOT BELONG TO YOU

Jimmy stole Joe’s jacket. This left Joe without a jacket. Joe’s parents
had to buy another jacket. Jimmy hurt Joe when he stole the jacket.
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He hurt Joe’s parents, too. Joe’s parents had to buy a new jacket.

Betty “borrowed” the Raggedy Ann and Raggedy Andy book from
the school library. She got a book she had always wanted.

It was the only Raggedy Ann and Raggedy Andy book in the library.
But Betty stole it.

The book was in the library. Betty could have checked it out and read
it. When she finished reading it she could have returned it. Now,
nobody can read it. Betty has hurt everybody.

Sometimes, when you steal one thing, you steal another thing later.
Stealing can end up being a bad habit.

Pete took his brother’s knife without telling him. Then Nick stole the
knife from Pete. Pete found out. A fight started between him and
Nick.

Who is at fault here?

Is it Nick, because he stole the knife from Pete?

Is it Pete, because he stole the knife from his
brother?
Is it Pete’s brother, because he left a dan-
gerous knife on the desk?

What do you think?
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HOW TO STOP TAKING THINGS

Stealing something does not make it yours. Things are yours when
they are given to you. Things are yours when you earn them. Having
something does not mean that it belongs to you.

People who steal things hurt others. We go to school to learn and to
work together and to be friends. We should not do anything to hurt
others.

Taking things that don’t belong to you is not working together.  No-
body learns anything by stealing. Nobody ever made a friend by steal-
ing.

You should not take things that do not belong to you. It is against the
law to steal.

If you steal now, you get into
trouble with the principal. If you
steal when you are older, you
will get into trouble with the po-
lice. If you steal things after you
grow up, you may go to jail.

Think about it!
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET #2.9
TAKING THINGS (1)

NAME ___________________________________________

TEACHER ___________________ DATE ______________

Below are some questions about what you have read. Write an an-
swer in the spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room,
write on the back of the sheet.

Be neat and try to write in complete sentences. If you have trouble or
do not understand what you are supposed to do, ask an adult. Taking
things is serious. So are these questions.

You do not get a grade on your answers. Your teacher, the principal,
or your parents may read your answers. Your answers tell us how we
can help you stop taking things. If your work is all right, you may not
have to do any more work.

1.  What did you take?

2.  Why did you take it?

3.  Where is it now?
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4.  Did you take it from a friend or from somebody you do not
know?

5.  Have you ever taken anything before?

6.  How would you feel if somebody stole something of yours?

7.  What did Jimmy take?  Did he have a good reason for taking it?

8.  Write two good reasons why you should not take something
again.
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STUDENT RESPONSE PACKET #2.9
TAKING THINGS (2)

NAME ___________________________________________

TEACHER ___________________ DATE ______________

Below are some questions about what you have read. Write an an-
swer in the spaces below the questions. If there is not enough room,
write on the back of the sheet.

Be neat and try to write in complete sentences. If you have trouble or
do not understand what you are supposed to do, ask an adult. Taking
things is serious. So are these questions.

You do not get a grade on your answers. Your teacher, the principal,
or your parents may read your answers. Your answers tell us how we
can help you stop taking things. If your work is all right, you may not
have to do any more work.

1.  What did you steal this time?

2.  Why did you want what you stole?

3.  Why is stealing a bad idea?
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4.  Do you know the person you stole from?

5.  What was Betty’s reason for taking the book? Was it a good
reason?

6.  What was your reason for taking what you took? Was it a good
reason?

7.  Explain why your school has a rule against stealing.

8.  What will you do to make sure you will not steal again?
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