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Thank You United ISD
Board Members for
serving Our Community!



RISING ABOVE
January is Board Recognition Month

During the month of January, 
the United Independent School 
District proudly recognizes 
the dedication of our Board of 
Trustees, as it is “School Board 
Recognition Month.” This 
year’s theme is “Rising Above,” 
which reflects their outstanding 
commitment to serve as tireless 
advocates for our students.

Local citizens elect the Board 
of Trustees; they work without pay 
to ensure that our students get the 
best possible education. United 
ISD urges the community to take 
a moment and thank school board 
members for caring about our 
children and giving so much to 
make United ISD #1.  Let them 
know their dedicated service is 
recognized and truly appreciated.



Superintendent’s Message...
Greetings United ISD Parents,

We have reached the mid-year mark of the 2021-2022 
school year. The times we live in continue to present 
challenges on many fronts. However, we are doing 
our best as a community to adjust. Together we are 
facing these challenges head-on and have worked 
diligently with your children and their teachers to 
ensure that they are prepared to continue with their 
studies, despite our current circumstances. I want to 
assure you that the health and safety of our students 
continues to be our top priority.  

The pages of this winter issue of The Parent Connection contain invaluable 
information that will guide you through the rest of the school year. I encourage you 
to peruse this issue’s pages as its contents include information on the District’s 
Advanced Academics programs, cheer & dance tryouts, and much more.   

The month of January marks School Board Appreciation Month. I want to take 
a moment to recognize United ISD’s outstanding governing body. These seven 
individuals voluntarily work tirelessly year-round to ensure that our students receive 
the best education possible. Our School Board members include President Ramiro 
Veliz, III, Vice President Aliza Flores Oliveros, Secretary Juan Roberto Ramirez, 
Parliamentarian Ricardo Molina, Sr., and members Francisco “Frank” Castillo, Javier 
Montemayor, Jr., and Ricardo “Rick” Rodriguez. It is a tremendous undertaking, and 
I’d like to ask you to please join me in thanking these dedicated individuals.

In closing, I would like to thank all of you for your continued support of our District. 
It is truly an honor to be serving as the Superintendent of United ISD. We will 
continue on our path of excellence to ensure that every student has the opportunity 
to grow academically and personally in a safe and nurturing environment.

Best Regards,

David H. Gonzalez
Superintendent of Schools



The All-State audition process begins throughout 
the state in each of the TMEA Regions. Individual 
musicians perform selected music for a panel of 
judges who rank each instrument or voice part. From 
this ranking, a select group of musicians advances 
from their Region to TMEA Area competitions, and 
from there the highest-ranking qualify to perform 
in a TMEA All-State music group. These All-State 
students participate in three days of rehearsals 
during the annual state TMEA Clinic/Convention, 
and their performances before thousands of 
attendees bring this extraordinary event to a close. 
Congratulations to our amazing musicians and to 
their directors for their hard work and dedication. 

You truly make us United ISD Proud!

TMEA sponsors the Texas All-State audition 
process to promote students’ dedication to their 
musical knowledge and skill, and to encourage 
educators to support their students in this 
development. Over 70,000 Texas students 
begin the long, rigorous process in the fall, and 
compete in a series of auditions in the District, 
Region, and Area. This places them in the top 2% 
of high school musicians in the state of Texas. 
Congratulations to our 2021 Texas All-State
musicians who worked so hard to gain this 
recognition!

Fernanda Veloz
Piccolo

(United H.S.)

 Diego Solis
French Horn
(United H.S.)

Leonardo Martinez
Flute

(Alexander H.S.)

Juan Jose Gonzalez
French Horn

(L. B. Johnson H.S.)

Pictured front Row, L-R: Fernanda Veloz, Piccolo (United High School); Leonardo Martinez,- Flute 
(J. B. Alexander High School); Juan Jose Gonzalez, French Horn (L. B. Johnson High School), 
and Diego Solis, French Horn (United High School). Back Row, L-R: John J. Mallon - Head Band 
Director, United High School; Amelia Amaya - Asst. Band Director, United High School; Joshua A. 
Martinez - Head Band Director, J. B. Alexander High School; Rene Pena - Head Band Director, L. 
B. Johnson High School; David Ortiz -  Asst. Band Director,  L. B. Johnson High School; Kevin 
Gonzalez -  Asst. Band Director,  L. B. Johnson High School; Eric Ambrose - Asst. band Director, 
United High School, and Michael Valdez  Asst. Band Director, United High School.

United ISD Congratulates high school students 
who garnered a spot with the Texas Music

Education Association (TMEA), All-State Band!



H-E-B announced that United Independent School District is among five large school 
districts selected as finalists for the retailer’s 20th annual Excellence in Education Awards 
program. Since the program’s inception, H-E-B has awarded more than $12 million in 
funding to benefit outstanding Texas public schools. This year, H-E-B will award a total 
of $82,500 to the finalists, who will go on to compete for even greater cash prizes at the 
statewide level. Each finalist in the large district category will receive $5,000.

To determine overall statewide winners, a panel of judges visits each district to tour 
campuses and talk with administration, staff, parents, and community members.
Winners will be announced at the H-E-B Excellence in Education Awards ceremony on 
April 30 at the Fairmont Hotel in Austin. The winning large district will receive $100,000.
This is the second time the district has been a finalist for this prestigious award.

United ISD Finalist for
H-E-B Excellence in

Education School District



With the new year, it is fitting to thank United ISD nurses 
who serve as a vital link between education and the 
health of our students. Our nurses have been on the 
frontlines of a daily battle for the health of our community 
since the emergence of the Covid pandemic in 2020, and 
most have been working beyond their normal hours and 
supporting school sites to facilitate the distribution and 
administration of Covid-19 vaccines and boosters. They 
continue to perform in multiple capacities that include 
screening our employees and students, identifying 
students at risk, coordinating additional vaccine clinics, 
and enforcing social distancing and sanitation guidelines. 
While not mandatory, the district’s nurses have also 
continued to advocate for mask-wearing in an effort to 
further curb the spread of Covid-19. Consequently, the 
additional tasks they perform mean more time away from 
their own families and additional risks to their own health.  
In these critical and daunting times, our nurses are truly 
our heroes, performing big and small miracles every 
day.  In addition, they provide reassurance and comfort 
as we navigate the course of this uncharted virus. Their 
innumerable contributions to the health of our students, 
families, and community are incredibly valued, and 
their great work will continue to help our students into 
2022 and beyond. “Our United ISD nurses have been 
tremendous throughout the Covid-19 crisis. I have been 
keeping up with my vaccinations - and in that process 
have seen them working very hard and selflessly putting 
aside concerns for their own safety and health. They 
continue to work non-stop to ensure the well-being of 
our students, employees, and the community. Kudos and 
a heartfelt thank you to all of our dedicated and caring 
nurses for the amazing work that they do”, said United 
ISD Board Vice President Aliza Flores Oliveros.

United ISD Appreciates School Nurses Every Day



United ISD is proud to announce that the 
district is developing final plans for the new 
Clark Elementary School campus located at 
500 W. Hillside Road. The project represents 
the last phase of district-wide construction 
and improvements funded by School Bond 
2013. The original $408.7 million dollar bond 
expenditure program was approved by voters 
in November of 2013. The aggregate cost for 
the design and construction of the new Clark 
Elementary School will be $19,027.517.00, and 
construction activities are projected to begin 
May 2022 and be completed by July 2023. 
The new elementary school will be an 87,005 
square foot single-story building with a capacity 
for approximately 540 young students.

Over 27 classrooms will overlook an enclosed 
courtyard, and the campus will also provide two 
special education self-contained classrooms 
with a restroom and kitchen, two multi-purpose 
classrooms, a science classroom, and a music 

classroom. Other school features will include 
an enlarged gymnasium and cafeteria as well 
as a library and updated staff areas. The new 
campus will be equipped with the latest state-
of-the-art instructional technology, security 
equipment, and network capabilities. Similarly, 
the campus will be outfitted with an energy 
management system that ensures the highest 
level of indoor air quality while operating in 
the most efficient manner through electric 
consumption programming. The outdoor area 
of the campus will feature ample playground 
yard houses furnished with separate equipment 
for younger and older students, and the central 
courtyard will house an outdoor covered 
amphitheater, which will double as an exterior 
classroom area. The main entrance will include 
a student plaza area with a vehicular traffic 
safety loop that features strategic drop-off and 
pick-up areas. Visitor parking will be available 
at the main entry, and staff parking will be 
separate and secure.

United ISD Finalizing Last School Bond Project
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The Texas Association of School 
Psychologists selected United ISD as their 
2021 winner for Outstanding Delivery of 
Psychological Services. 

United ISD is the first district in Region 
One to receive this prestigious award. 
This recognition is due to United ISD’s 
distinctive contribution in the area of 
psychological services, which includes 
the collaboration between the Licensed 
Specialists in School Psychology 
(LSSPs) and School Counselors on 
their comprehensive suicide prevention 
program. 

United ISD’s comprehensive suicide 
prevention program was also recognized 
in Texas Business Magazine’s 14th Annual 
Bragging Rights issue. 

United ISD Named 2021 Recipient of Outstanding 
Delivery of Psychological Services

United ISD’s Director of Guidance and 
Counseling Ms. Melissa Ramirez said the District 
has seen a 30% increase in students reporting 
anxiety, depression, and suicide ideation since 
the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. She 
attributes this to the impact of school closures, 
less socializing, and illnesses among the students 
and their families.

Due to the outpouring of recognition, United 
ISD has received for their suicide prevention 
efforts, it is serving as the model district for 
suicide prevention across the state of Texas. 
Although mental health carries a negative 
stigma, United ISD has made great strides in 
tackling mental health and suicide prevention 
through multiple parent trainings, ongoing 
professional development sessions for teachers, 
and collaborating with internationally recognized 
suicide prevention expert Dr. Scott Poland.

Spirit Groups 2022 Clinic Dates 2022 Tryout Dates

High School Cheer April 19 - 22 April 23

Middle School Cheer March 21 - 23 March 24 - 26

Elementary School Cheer March 21 - 24 March 25

High School Dance April 25 - 29 April 30

Middle School Dance March 28 - 30 March 31 - April 1 - 2

Elementary School Dance March 28 - 31 April 1

United ISD Cheer &
Dance Tryout Schedule

for 2022-2023 School Year

All campuses and 
sponsors must follow this 
official tryout schedule.

All campuses and sponsors must follow this official tryout schedule.
For more information call the United ISD Fine Arts Department (956) 473-7121

As of July 28, 2021



United ISD Emphasizes
Social and Emotional
Learning in Schools

The COVID-19 pandemic has placed 
an unprecedented amount of stress on 
students. That’s why Social and Emotional 
Learning is more important than ever at 
UISD schools. 

Social and emotional learning (SEL) is 
an integral part of education and human 
development. It is the process through 
which all young people and adults acquire 
and apply the knowledge, skills, and 
attitudes to develop healthy identities, 
manage emotions and achieve personal 
and collective goals, feel and show empathy 
for others, establish and maintain supportive 
relationships, and make responsible and 
caring decisions.

According to UISD’s Director of Guidance 
and Counseling Ms. Melissa Ramirez, “They 
are self care practices to improve one’s well 
being both in and out of the classroom.” She 
further elaborated, “When the pandemic 
started, we started to do research and we 
knew social and emotional learning had to 
be at the forefront.  We had to educate the 
heart before we could educate the mind.”

Surveys conducted among District students 
have shown that a large percentage of them 
feel they are able to apply what they learn to 
manage themselves, cope with stress, and 
perform better in school.

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) has announced a new high school graduation requirement for all Seniors 
graduating this year.  House Bill 3 requires all students to do one of the following in order to graduate:

 • Complete and submit a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

 • Complete and submit a Texas Application for State Financial Aid (TASFA)

 • Submit a signed opt-out form

United ISD will host various application drives to assist students and their parents complete and submit 
admissions and financial aid applications.  Please see the attached schedule for application drives.  These 
events are open to All UISD Students.  Please bring all the proper documentation. A Financial Aid checklist can 
be found at the Counselor’s Corner on your campus website and is also attached to this email.

TEA HB 3: Implementation of
Financial Aid Application



Es política de United Independent School District no discriminar por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, sexo o discapacidad en sus programas vocacionales, servicios o actividades 
como lo requieren el Título VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, según su enmienda; el Título IX de las Enmiendas a la Educación de 1972 y la Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación 

I N D E P E N D E N T  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

United ISD

Student Information: Parent Information: 

Student Information:

Parent Information: 

What I need to know to complete my FSA ID

Department of Guidance and Counseling

FINANCIAL AID CHECKLIST 

FSA ID username and password (from one parent)
Father’s/Stepfather’s Date of Birth  
Father’s/Stepfather’s Social Security # (if applicable)
Mother’s/Stepmother’s Date of Birth 
Mother’s/Stepmother’s Social Security # (if applicable)
Month and Year parents were married, separated, divorced, or widowed 
Family Financial Information from 2020
2020 Income Tax Forms
W2 Forms
Total untaxed income or benefits not reported elsewhere  

FSA ID username and password 
Full legal name
Date of birth 
Social Security # for student (if applicable)
Personal e-mail address 
Permanent Resident Alien Registration # (if applicable) 
2020 Income Tax Forms (if student filed and completed one

Full legal name 
Date of birth 
Personal e-mail address
Social Security # for student 
(if applicable)

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Full legal name 
Date of birth 
Personal e-mail address
Social Security # for parent
(if applicable)

•
•
•
•

What I need to know to complete my FAFSA application






