During the month of January, the United
Independent School District proudly recognizes the
dedication of our Board of Trustees, as it is “School
Board Recognition Month.” This year’s theme
is “Helping Kids Soar to Success,” which reflects
their outstanding commitment to serve as tireless
advocates for our students.
“Although we are making a special effort in January
to thank our Board members, we recognize that their
contributions reflect a year-round commitment,” said
United ISD Superintendent of Schools, Roberto J.
Santos. “They shoulder enormous responsibilities and
volunteer their personal time to attend District Board
meetings, seminars, and conferences. They also interact
with business leaders, parents, and the community on
a regular basis. Their ultimate goal is to help all of our
students succeed,” added Santos.

As the governing body for United
ISD, the Board of Trustees oversees
an annual budget of $415M (includes
general operating, debt service, and child
nutrition funds) for over 43,600 students
from pre-k through 12th grade.
Local citizens elect the Board of
Trustees; they work without pay to
ensure that our students get the best
possible education. United ISD urges the
community to take a moment and thank
school board members for caring about
our children and giving so much to make
United ISD #1. Let them know their
dedicated service is recognized and truly
appreciated.

Greetings,
We have reached the mid year mark of the school year and I am
pleased to share with you the many accomplishments our students
have achieved thus far. It is evident in the articles featured in this
publication that our educators have worked towards ensuring the
students of United ISD are provided the opportunities to grow and
develop into life-long learners and future leaders of our community.
The 2017-2018 school year has afforded our
district many new beginnings. We recently held
a Groundbreaking Event for Elementary School
#31, Campus Dedication Events for United High
and United South High School Ninth Grade
Campuses. Our School Board also approved
proposals to rename Trautmann Middle School
to posthumously honor long time United ISD
educator Elias Herrera and the naming of Middle
School #10 to honor the many contributions of
former United ISD Board Member Raul Perales.
United ISD continues to grow at a rapid
pace and our ability to facilitate the growth in
enrollment would not be possible without your
support. School Bond 2013 continues to provide
the students of United ISD with the resources
needed to prepare our youth well beyond their
years with us at United ISD. Our Career and
Technical courses, Early Colleges, and Magnet
Schools are a product of this support. We have
graduated more students with both a diploma
and vocational certificates than ever before.
As we continue to move forward towards our
pursuit to excellence in education, I’d like to
take a moment to recognize seven extraordinary
individuals who work tirelessly governing our
school district.

Our School Board members, Juan Roberto
Ramirez, President; Javier Montemayor,
Jr., Vice-President; Aliza Flores-Oliveros,
Secretary; Ricardo Molina Sr., Parliamentarian;
and Members, Judd Gilpin, Ricardo “Rick”
Rodriguez, and Ramiro Veliz, III. It is an
enormous task to undertake and I’d like to
ask you to please join me in thanking these
extraordinary individuals for their service.
In closing, I want to thank you for your
continued support of our District. I am very
proud to be serving as your Superintendent. Our
District remains steadfast in its commitment to
provide our students with the finest educational
opportunities in a safe and academically
nurturing environment. I hope you enjoy a
wonderful holiday season with your family,
and I wish you a prosperous New Year.
Best Regards,
Roberto J. Santos, Superintendent

Freedom Elementary Principal Laura P. De Los Santos received an inaugural class photo from United ISD
Board Members, Superintendent Santos, United ISD management team members, and administrators.

United ISD held a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at the new Freedom
Elementary School located at 415 E.G. Ranch Road. The 104,445
square foot campus encompasses grades Pre-K through 5th grade,
and can accommodate up to 900 students. The school was built on
land previously owned by the Eloy and Bonnie Garcia family.
Board President Juan Roberto Ramirez and Superintendent
of Schools Roberto J. Santos both shared a few words at the
event, and Principal Laura P. De Los Santos praised her staff for
preparing for school’s grand opening and subsequent ribbon cutting
ceremony. Special guests included local veterans, Ms. Lupita
Zepeda, who represented District 80 Texas State representative
Tracy O. King, and Webb County Clerk Margie Ibarra.

Additional speakers included Ricardo Martinez, a fifth grade student
who attends Freedom Elementary School. Martinez’ suggestion to
name the campus Freedom Elementary School was acknowledged by
a volunteer committee that reviewed suggestions from other students,
parent volunteers, administrators, and citizens from the boundary area
of Zaffirini Elementary School.
Superintendent Santos and district Trustees presented Principal De
Los Santos with a framed panoramic photo of the campus’ 2017-2018
inaugural class and the Freedom Elementary Golden Stingers Dance
Team performed a celebratory dance in advance of the ribbon cutting.
Freedom Elementary School is Home of the Bees, and its colors are
gold silver and black. The school is named in remembrance of our
veterans and active military who continue to preserve freedom for all.

United ISD Calls for Alumni for “League of
Legends Distinguished Student Program”
At United ISD, learning and success go
far. As such, the United Independent School
District would like to recognize extraordinary
alumni whose achievements exemplify the
values and the foundation that their high
school education has contributed towards their
success.

be earned by demonstrating, outstanding service
to our country, community or to others in need;
also for achieving recognition, having made
exceptional contributions to his/her profession
or career; and lastly for philanthropy, those who
have made significant contributions in their field/
community; and/or to any worthy cause.

United ISD continues to honor Distinguished
Alumni. United ISD will begin to accept
nominations for the 2018 Distinguished
Alumni Class from October 2, 2017 through
January 15, 2018. If you know of any
outstanding United ISD Alumni please
submit their nomination to the Office of the
Superintendent.

Members of the community or of the selection
committee may nominate an individual who
fits the criteria. The individual making the
nomination shall submit details/resume about
the individual including the achievements of the
individual. The documentation shall include
references (either written documentation
or personal reference) that can verify the
achievement(s).

CRITERIA: An alumnus who is being
nominated for the award must have graduated
from a United ISD High school at least 5 years
from date of nomination. This recognition can

Longhorns

Panthers

NOMINATION FORM: To access the
nomination form visit www.uisd.net or for
more information contact (956) 473-6201.

Bulldogs

Wolves

United ISD Student Inter-District Transfers
Beginning on April 2, 2018, the district will start the Student Inter-District Transfer process, which
allows parents to request permission for their child to attend another school within the district.
Please visit our district website at www.uisd.net under the Admissions page for additional information.

United ISD recently held campus dedications at United
High and United South High Ninth Grade Campuses.
These projects were built with funds approved by voters in
the 2013 Bond Package.
Both campuses respectfully are equipped with a
detached FFA Building, Fine Arts Building, Athletic
Complex, fully equipped Computer and Science Labs,
as well as designated areas for both Magnet Programs,
which will enable educators to tailor and catapult learning
experiences for many years to come.

Superintendent of Schools, Roberto J. Santos
echoed the sentiment of campus leaders when he
spoke to students, “As you begin this chapter in your
academic careers in this new facility know that you are
a part of a great legacy supported by our community
who also have a vested interest in your success.”
Both events were commemorated with a
presentation from District Officials and a ribbon
cutting officially recognizing the dedication of the new
campuses.

Staff at United ISD understand the importance and
have been committed to keeping parents informed
on the latest research, data, and topics of interest
to parents in our district through our annual Parent
Summit held since 2003. Over 2,000 United ISD
parents attended the western themed summit held at
United High School. The Summit is coordinated by Dr.
Alicia Carrillo and staff from The Office of Federal and
State Compensatory Programs.
The event was a collaborative effort between both
campus and district personnel who provided attendees
with not only delicious meals, but they also provided
parents with close to 120 parent sessions to choose
from. Sessions ranged from information about trends
on social media sites to grants opportunities available
to students graduating this year. Many parents opted
to attend academic based sessions where United
ISD personnel provided parents with research based
activities they could use to help support their children
at home. Also discussed throughout the sessions was
the impact attendance has on a student’s academic
success as well as information on programs and
resources available to both parents and students.

Pictured: Ernesto Mejia, motivational speaker and Dr. Alicia
Carrillo, United ISD Ex. Director For Federal & State Programs.

Childcare was provided to children who
attended the summit with their parents. While
parents were in their respective sessions, their
children attended sessions where they were
able to immerse themselves in fun learning
activities sponsored by various student
leadership organizations.
In addition to providing parents with unique
learning opportunities the district also featured
Ernesto Mejia, of Cool Speak, who spoke about
the importance of achieving a quality education
as he attributes his success to the education he
received. Mr. Mejia is a Parental Engagement
Speaker who speaks about managing student
behaviors as well as the importance of
persevering despite the obstacles that often
challenge both parents and students.
The event was a great success due in part
to the vested interest our dedicated staff and
personnel has in ensuring each student in our
district is provided with vast opportunities to
achieve their own success.

Pictured: Nye Elementary student and Sylvia Prado Carrillo,
professional speaker, facilitator, and financial aid specialist.

120 United ISD Students
Earn AP Scholar Awards!
The College Board’s Advanced Placement
Program® (AP®) provides willing and academically
prepared students with the opportunity to take
rigorous college-level courses while still in high
school, and to earn college credit, advanced
placement, or both for successful performance on
the AP Exams. About 24 percent of the 2.7 million
students worldwide who took AP Exams performed
at a sufficiently high level to also earn an AP
Scholar Award.
The College Board recognizes several levels of
achievement based on students’ performance on
AP Exams. United ISD is proud to announce that
one hundred and twenty students from our District
have earned AP Scholar Awards in recognition of
their exceptional achievement on AP Exams.
Three students qualified for the National AP
Scholar Award by earning an average score of 4
or higher on a five-point scale on all AP Exams
taken, and scores of 4 or higher on eight or more
of these exams. Twenty-five students qualified for
the AP Scholar with Distinction Award by earning
an average grade of at least 3.5 on all AP Exams
taken, and grades of 3 or higher on five or more of
these exams. Sixteen students qualified for the AP
Scholar with Honor Award by earning an average
grade of at least 3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and
grades of 3 or higher on four or more of these
exams. Seventy-nine students qualified for the
AP Scholar Award by completing three or more AP
Exams with grades of 3 or higher.

ADVANCED
PLACEMENT®
PROGRAMS

Through 38 different college-level
courses and exams, AP provides willing and
academically prepared students with the
opportunity to earn college credit or advanced
placement and stand out in the college
admission process. Each exam is developed
by a committee of college and university faculty
and AP teachers, ensuring that AP Exams are
aligned with the same high standards expected
by college faculty at some of the nation’s leading
liberal arts and research institutions. More than
3,600 colleges and universities annually receive
AP scores. Most four-year colleges in the
United States provide credit and/or advanced
placement for qualifying exam scores. Research
consistently shows that AP students who score
a 3 or higher on AP Exams (based on a scale
from 1 to 5, with 5 being the highest) typically
experience greater academic success in college
and have higher college graduation rates than
students who do not participate in AP.
The College Board is a mission-driven notfor-profit organization that connects students
to college success and opportunity. Founded
in 1900, the College Board was created to
expand access to higher education. Today,
the membership association is made up of
over 6,000 of the world’s leading educational
institutions and is dedicated to promoting
excellence and equity in education. Each year,
the College Board helps more than seven million
students prepare for a successful transition
to college through programs and services
in college readiness and college success
— including the SAT® and the Advanced
Placement Program. The organization also
serves the education community through
research and advocacy on behalf of students,
educators and schools.

Congratulations to all United ISD AP Scholars!
Aleman, Austin T.
Allen, Austin P.
Amaro, Victor M.
Archer, Brittany M.
Ballesteros, Jose M.
Berumen, Orlando
Blake, Tristan A.
Bonillas, Nikole A.
Boubel, Ashley N.
Byrd, Carlo J.
Camacho, Jessenia L.
Canales, Myrnalejandra
Cantu, Iliana D.
Cantu, Jennifer V.
Cantu, Mariana
Carraman, Alexandro
Carreon, Didier A.
Carrera, Katherine
Castañeda, Fernando
Castañeda, Georgeara
Cervantes, Ryann I.
Chau, Michael
Colchado, Alejandra
Cruz, Karina
Delgado, Breanne L.
Diaz, Jose S.
Elizondo Del Bosque, Mariana
Fernandez, Oscar R.
Flores Alcaraz, Mariana
Flores, Andrea
Galvan, Ruri D.
Garcia, Ana I.
Garcia, Carlos
Garcia, Christian G.
Garcia, Luis M.
Garcia, Saliha
Garza Reyna, Angel I.
Garza, Alejandro
Garza, Montserrat
Gonzalez, Alejandra

Gonzalez, David
Gonzalez, Edith M.
Gonzalez, Edyel
Gonzalez, Ernesto
Gonzalez, Jaime
Gonzalez, Joel R.
Gonzalez, Julian
Gonzalez, Marissa E.
Gorecki, Maria D.
Gutierrez, Cristina I.
Guzman, Cinthia
Hardin, Sabrina N.
Huerta, Rogelio
Jimenez, Victor F.
Juarez, Luis A.
Lee, Dong Hyeon
Limarta, Ian J.
Llano, Juan H.
Lopez, Cristobal A.
Lopez, Oscar A.
Lozano, Liliana
Lozano, Rebeca S.
Lozano, Salma D.
Lucatero, Fernando D.
Mai, Randy
Martinez, Alyssa L.
Martinez, Anthony A.
Martinez, Cassandra A.
Melero, Pablo R.
Miranda, Andrea
Mohammed, Aneesa C.
Morales, Armando
Morales, Marco V.
Morales, Vanessa
Moreno, Jorge P.
Muñiz, Vanessa
Newton, Mary E.
Orozco, Vanessa A.
Pachicano, Jesus M.
Paredes, Alexis A.

Patell, Dhyan N.
Peña, Andrea C.
Peña, Carolina
Ponce, Roberto
Puig, Jordan E.
Ramos, Carolina I.
Rangel, Eros A.
Reyes, Alicia
Rivera, Guadalupe J.
Rodriguez, Javier A.
Rodriguez, Sadey
Saldaña, Guillermo A.
Salinas, Lia
San Miguel, Camila
Sanchez-Ramirez, Ricardo
Sarquiz, Mariana
Saucedo, Gabriel
Senties, Rodolfo E.
Serradell, Katherine E.
Sigrist, Vanessa M.
Siller Gonzalez, Sofia
Silva, Diana
Treviño, Bernardo A.
Treviño, Daniel
Treviño, Valeria
Treviño, Vanessa
Trinh, Dorian
Uribe, Ruben D.
Valdez, Luisa C.
Vela, Carlos J.
Velasco, Eleana M.
Vera, Vicky R.
Vielma, Gerardo
Vielma, Pablo F.
Villarreal, Carolina
Villarreal, Mariela M.
Villegas, Ivan A.
Wright, Matthew I.
Yelderman, Linda K.
Yi, Victor J.
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Cheer & Dance

Tryout schedule
For 2018-2019 School Year
Revised As
of 7/2517

Spirit Groups

High School Cheer

2018 Clinic Dates 2018 Tryout Dates
April 16 - 20

April 21

April 23 - 25

April 26 - 28

April 23 - 26

April 27

High School Dance

April 30 - May 4

Middle School Dance

May 21 - 23

Middle School Cheer
Elementary Cheer

Elementary Dance

May 21 - 24

May 5

May 24 - 26
May 25

All campuses and sponsors must follow this official tryout schedule.

For more information call the United ISD Fine Arts Department (956) 473-7121

2017-2018 Operation Budget Approved
On August 16, 2017, the United ISD Board of
Trustees approved the 2017-2018 operating budget
worth $353 million and a total budget of over $415
million for the 2017-2018 fiscal year. The final budget
was based on key input provided by the United
ISD Board of Trustees, Superintendent Roberto J.
Santos, campus and administrative staff, parents, and
informed citizens. As such, the District will have the
financial leverage to maintain existing facilities and
the necessary staff to adequately serve all students
across the District.

The District currently employs a total of 6,346
individuals in various positions/departments.
The numerical breakdown is as follows: 687
administrators/professionals, 2,604 teachers, 1,651
paraprofessionals, and 1,422 auxiliary employees.
The aforementioned figures take into account staffing
for three new campuses that opened during the
summer of 2017.

The adopted budget will be supported by the same
tax rate for the Maintenance & Operation (M&O)
of $1.04. The Interest and Sinking (I&S) tax rate
was increased by $0.045453 to $0.230313 to cover
additional debt. The total tax rate for the 2017-2018
fiscal year is $1.270313 for every $100 evaluation.

Expanding on the District’s technology
initiatives, the Curriculum Instructional Technology
Department placed over 30,000 Apple and Dell
Chromebook Mobile Learning Devices (MLD) in the
hands of our students and teachers this year during
the month of September 2017. Over 1300 existing
and newly built classrooms across the district will
soon have 65” and 75” SMART Interactive Flat
Panels (IFP).

In order to attract and retain highly qualified
personnel, the budget includes a salary increase of
$2,600 for existing teachers and a starting pay of
$48,500 for new teachers. It also includes a 5.5% of
midpoint increase for Paraprofessional/Auxiliary
personnel and a 4% of midpoint increase for
Administrative personnel.

The District maintains its steadfast commitment
to invest taxpayer dollars in the most efficient and
cost-effective manner. We value the trust that
constituents have placed in us, and we look forward
to continue working with our community in order
to provide students with the best facilities, teachers,
technology and resources.

Pictured from left to right: (front row) Ramiro Santos, Accountant; Marcos Ceballos, Payroll Manager; Belinda
Salazar, Budget Manager; Rosa I. Cabello, Accounting Manager; Samuel D. Flores, Comptroller; Valerie Peña,
Accountant; Irene G. Ruiz, Senior Accountant, and Maricela Lopez, Junior Accountant. Back Row: Felipe
Jimenez, Activity Funds Manager; Enrique Garcia, Accountant, and Norberto Martinez, Accountant.

Ride the Wave to Success
Perfect Attendance Winner

Constable Harold Devally with
GM Jody Perez of Wal-Mart
and winner Jayla Cisneros

On Monday, December 4, 2017 Constable Harold Devally
together with Wal-Mart of San Bernardo, greeted United
ISD’s Clark Elementary student, Jayla Cisneros as the first
perfect attendance winner of the Ride the Wave to Success
Program. The program hosted by Constable Harold Devally
of PCT.4 is geared to encourage students to strive for
excellence and perfect attendance.
Precinct 4 is the largest precinct in Webb County and
within its boundaries are twelve elementary schools, four
middle schools and four high school campuses all within
the United ISD. “I am proud to serve as Constable of precinct
4 and support our youth in the community I proudly serve,”
stated Constable Devally.

The Ride The Wave To Success Program was initiated at the
beginning of this school year and has successfully become
a district wide event. Students from all grade levels that
achieve perfect attendance are included in a district wide
drawing for a chance to win a gift card of $100 to shop with
Constable Devally and staff of Wal-Mart of San Bernardo.
United ISD School’s submit perfect attendance student
names to United ISD’s central office, where a winner is
selected at random. The drawing is conducted after the
nine weeks grading period has ended to include high
school students.
Students who receive straight A’s on their report cards, may
visit Bahama Bucks Shaved Ice located at 10201 McPherson
and present their official report card to receive delicious
free shaved ice products along with a discount card for
future visits.
Constable Harold Devally through United ISD leads
the Ride the Wave to Success Program with community
partners Wal-Mart of San Bernanrdo, Bahama Bucks,
and Guerra Communications. “Thank you to United ISD
and program sponsors for your continued support, we will
continue motivating to look for new incentives and bring to
reward our students,” stated Constable Devally.

United ISD School Bond 2013

Construction Projects Update
From initial site work to upgrades, United
ISD is proud to report significant progress in
a number of developments funded by School
Bond 2013. The following Phase 3 projects
are projected for completion between July
2018 and the latter half of 2018.

San Isidro Elementary School is
a sprawling 104,445 square foot
single story building. It will serve
approximately 950 students in 45
classrooms. The school entrance will
incorporate a manned security station
at the entrance. The four corners of
the school are anchored by a library
and computer labs, cafeteria, and a
multi-purpose gymnasium, which will
also have a stage area for school events
and meetings. The campus will also
feature a dedicated science classroom
and music room, along with a central
courtyard which will house an outdoor
amphitheater/teaching laboratory.

Raul Perales Middle School
410 E.G. Ranch Rd. off Hwy 359

San Isidro Elementary School
located at San Isidro Ranch

Opening A

Opening A

ugust

ugust

2018

2018

Raul Perales Middle School Middle is a two-story 110,050 total foot building designed to accommodate 1000 students. It is organized
by a central mall between a wraparound classroom wing on one side and school assembly spaces on the other. The school will have
twenty-seven classrooms, four science labs, two computer labs, two special education classrooms, an art classroom and a culinary
arts lab. The Fine Arts Wing will feature a band hall, ensemble room, rehearsal room, five practice rooms, and a 10,340 square foot
gymnasium furnished with weight and dressing rooms. The building entry will have a security station, which will allow District police
to monitor traffic into the building. The school will also have an ample camera surveillance system to observe student and visitor
activities. The school is scheduled to open in time for the 2018-2019 school year.

J. B. Alexander High School
9th Grade Campus located at
The Coves in Winfield Sub-Division

Opening A
The future J. B. Alexander High School 9th Grade Campus will be a stand-alone two
story building with a detached FFA building totaling 201,346 square feet. Maximum
capacity will be 1,200 students. The campus will have 30 classrooms, six science
lecture labs, six Health and Science Magnet Labs, and an Introduction to CTE Magnet
Lab. The Fine Arts area will house two art labs and a dance studio, while the Athletics
and P.E. will share a competition and practice gym with easy access to the outdoor
fields. The cafeteria section will accommodate 600 students at a time, and provide
access to an outdoor dining area. There will also be two common areas for students
within the academic wings and a library. Security for the campus will be reinforced
at the perimeter of the building with a guardhouse, and all visitors will be cleared for
entry via a staffed vestibule located at the front entrance of the campus.

ugust

2018

Elementary School #30
3611 Alfredo Cantu Dr.

United ISD began a new chapter with the formal
groundbreaking ceremony to mark the construction
for Elementary School #30, based in the Lomas del Sur
Subdivision located at 3611 Alfredo Cantu Dr. and is
projected for completion during the 2018-2019 school
year.
Plans to expedite the construction of Cuatro Vientos
Campus/Lomas Del Sur came after the Bond Oversight
Committee reviewed existing plans for the upcoming
construction projects, and determined that this project
was a top priority for the District. Plans are to move
students from Salinas Elementary School to this new
campus with no redistricting changes being made at
this time. District Officials are still mulling over plans for
Octavio Salinas Elementary School.
The campus totals over a 104,445 square feet in a single
story building built to serve approximately 950 students.
The main building entrance incorporates a security
station manned by district police officers to enhance
school security and monitor the day-to-day activities.
When visitors, students and staff pass the security
station and enter the building, they are received in a
large lobby overlooking the central courtyard.

United ISD School Board President, Juan Roberto Ramirez, Superintendent Roberto
J. Santos, joined by District Administrators and students from Salinas Elementary
and United South Middle School break ground for Elementary School # 30.

The four corners of the school are anchored by the community-friendly library, computer lab,
cafeteria and gymnasium, which also act as a stage for school events and performances. Over 45
classrooms overlook an enclosed courtyard or the surrounding campus, two special education
classrooms, two state-of-the art computer labs, a multi-purpose room, a science classroom and a
music room as well. An exterior play yard houses a play scape for younger students. The central
courtyard houses an outdoor amphitheater, which acts as an exterior teaching laboratory.

Board of Trustees Approve
Naming of Middle School
The Elias Herrera Middle School,
will be the future home of the mighty
Hawks. The school was named
posthumously in honor of Mr. Herrera’s
contributions to the District during its
formative years.

that are still in place today. United
Field of Dreams, United Longhorn
Yearbook, the Bilingual Program, and
the organization of Central Office are
just a few examples of his contributions
to the district.

“The positive impact Mr. Herrera
had on United ISD is immeasurable,”
said Javier Montemayor, School Board
Vice President. “Many of our students
and educators still benefit from the
substantial contribution he made to
United ISD.”

“Many of United’s beginnings start
with Mr. Herrera,” said Roberto J.
Santos, Superintendent of Schools for
United ISD.“ The Board of Trustees
made an excellent decision in naming
this school after Mr. Elias Herrera.

Herrera, a long time educator for
United ISD, was a pivotal component
during the district’s early years. He was
instrumental with the formation of many
student programs within the district

Herrera served in various capacities during his tenure with
United ISD before his retirement in 1997. After serving 40 years
as an educator, administrator, director, and at one point InterimSuperintendent, Herrera retired to spend time with his wife Olga
Herrera and children. Herrera passed away in 2016, but the legacy
he left behind continues to inspire many in United ISD.

J. B. Alexander High School
Additions and Renovations Project
at 3600 E. Del Mar Blvd.

Completed B
The J. B. Alexander High School Additions and Renovations Project is being developed in two distinct
phases. In Phase I the new Fine Arts building will measure 17,275 square feet and include a band
hall, ensemble room, 13 small instrument practice rooms, a second band hall, and an orchestra/
choir room. The new Agricultural and FFA Complex will be comprised of 5,634 square feet, including
a 1,386 square foot greenhouse, a 620 square foot animal pen area, and a raised bed garden area.
Phase II of this project will see the construction of new engineering and science labs along with a
theater arts classroom, (which will replace the current band hall). This renovation will consist of
approximately 8,588 square feet of new area. The renovated space is to include a 2,201 square foot
Theater Arts classroom, 3,824 square feet of new Organic Chemistry & Microbiology Labs, and 2,563
square feet of new Engineering AutoCAD and Robotics Labs.
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Mission
United ISD’s Career and Technical Education Department
strives to prepare students with the academic knowledge
and technical skills needed to be successful in today’s
competitive global economy. Through both quality
career programs of study and partnerships with
businesses, industry and institutes of Higher Education,
students are prepared to seamlessly transition into
postsecondary education or the workforce.

Introduction
In an effort to provide students with academic and technical skills, knowledge and
training necessary to succeed in future careers and a wider range of opportunities, the
United ISD and the CTE (Career and Technical Education) Department work together to
offer cutting-edge, rigorous and relevant career and technical education to prepare our
students for a wide range of high-wage, high-skill, high-demand careers.
Each of which are offered in different manner in the United ISD
The CTE is divided into
High Schools. Aside from these, each student is required to
16 clusters from which the graduate with an endorsement. These endorsements include
district implements 12:
the CTE clusters, as well as other options:

1

Agriculture, Food
& Natural Resources

2

Architecture &
Construction

3

Arts, A/V Technology
& Communication.

4

Business Management
& Administration

5

Education & Training

6

Finance

7

Health Science

8

Hospitality & Tourism

9

Information Technology

10

Law, Public Safety,
Corrections & Security

11

Science, Technology
Engineering & Math

12

Transportation,
Distribution & Logistics

Arts & Humanities
		 • Fine Arts
		 • Languages other than English
		 • Social Studies
Business Industry
		 • Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources
		 • Architecture and Construction
		 • Arts, Audio/Video Technology & Communications
		 • Business Management & Administration
		 • Finance
		 • Information Technology
		 • Transportation, Distribution & Logistics
		 • Hospitality & Tourism
Multidisciplinary
		 • Foundation Subject Area
		 • AP (Advanced Placement) Courses or Dual Credit
Public Service
		 • Education & Training
		 • Health Science
		 • Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps
		 • Law, Public Safety, Corr. & Security
STEM
		 • Science, Technology, Engineering & Math
Besides focusing on the core courses - Math, English,
Science, and Social Studies - students are offered a greater
number of classes they can take and follow one of these
clusters or paths.
United ISD will explore each of these clusters in various series
of the insider, the instructors and the students that, day by day,
make of the CTE Clusters a success in our High Schools.

Robotics Club, talked about how the program itself has changed his
nd Technical Education Program is the district’s
high school experience radically and has made him a better person.
tive at fulfilling
requirements
of House
5.
“Thestudents
robotics club
my social
skills and gave me a new
At United
ISD it is our
goalBill
to provide
withincreased
a multitude
of opportunities
∞
family at school. I look forward to working every day on our
aimed at igniting a student’s love for learning and increasing their chances of
robot, and I wouldn’t change my time here for anything else,”
successful
career paths.
TheProgram
Career and
Technical Education Program is the
, Technology,
Engineering
and Math
said Martinez.
district’s
fulfilling
program
utilized latest
at all initiative
United ISDatHigh
Schoolrequirements of House Bill 5.
EAM is a course designed to train students in the
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(STEAM)
a program
en times
the form
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an entire structure/robot. Through the
course of this phase students apply skills
they already know and extend those
skills beyond conventional learning. The
district provides students with state of
the art resources to facilitate growth and
development in key concepts. Students
delve into learning the process by using
Lego based setups and build up from
simple tasks into complex tasks as learning
progresses.

Carlos Ruiz, Engineering Instructor & Anthony Martinez,
President of the Robotics Club at UHS

Carlos Ruiz, Engineering Instructor
demonstrates how to manufacture the small
and highly detail pieces for their robots using
an Epilog Laser Engraving and Cutting Machine
together with Anthony Martinez, President of
the Robotics Club at United High School.

TICS
ce, Technology, Engineering & Math

As students progress in their studies;
they also continue to further extend their
learning in Robotics. The next phase of
the Robotics Program is the First Tech
Challenge (FTC).

The program also offers students an opportunity to
collaborate with students who share the same passion
for Physics and Engineering. Anthony Martinez,
President of the Robotics Club, talked about how the
program itself has changed his high school experience
radically and has made him a better person.
“The robotics club increased my social skills and gave
me a new family at school. I look forward to working
every day on our robot, and I wouldn’t change my
time here for anything else,” said Martinez.

ROBOTICS

Science, Technology, Engineering & Math

COMPUTER
NETWORKING

Information Technology

United High School is the home of United ISD Career and Students are able to delve
Technical Education Department’s Computer Networking
into and strengthen their
Program, part of the Information Technologies Cluster.
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acquire work skills they’ll need
to be successful in Information
Technology careers, but also
they are also able to acquire
skills that will allow students
to learn much-needed study
habits that will assist them for
years to come.

Ms. Marla Alfaro, Computer Networking Instructor; and Junior
Ms. Maria Alfaro,Class
Computer
Networking
at UHS

Instructor; & Junior Class students focus on
networking project at United High School.

“Being in this program has
helped me develop better
study habits and it has better
prepared me for college”
said the senior student,
Greg Resendez.
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Health Science
Junior Students Jay Arizola & Albert Laurel exploring the layers
of skin, muscle and bone on a chicken wing.

It is our goal by presenting our constituents
with information about the course offerings
our High Schools provide our students that
students interested in these programs will
seek to ask about them. At United ISD we
strive to provide our students with as many
opportunities to succeed. Their success is our
goal!
Student Eros Rangel, identifying a microorganism during the
microbiology lab.

The John B. Alexander High Health and
Science Magnet Program is part of United
ISD’s Health Science Cluster. The program
offers students the opportunity to experience
first world technology and prime educational
material in an effort to simulate experiences
medical professionals
currently face.
Health Science

In addition to giving students the tools
needed to become successful college
students, the teachers in this program give
students a better understanding of what it
John B. Alexander High’s Health Occupation
will take to accomplish their future goals in
Students of America Program (HOSA) prepares college. They also give students a range
students by utilizing the same methodologies
of career path options to choose from. “I
and practices typically exercised in collegealways loved medicine in general, but the
level courses. Students enrolled in the program Microbiology and Pathophysiology classes
are exposed to many different concepts from
have helped me focus my attention on
parasitology to dental health.
what I now know is my real passion,” said
Rangel.
The vast course offerings provided through
this program allow students to realize their true Students who participate in this program
passion for the medical field. Eros Rangel,
could potentially receive a certification
a student enrolled in the program, has since
Medical Office Assistant, Dental Assistant,
developed a passion for macroscopic agents
CPR First Aid, Basic Life Support (BLS)
and now dreams of becoming an Infectious
& Biosafety Level (BSL) in the nursing
Diseases Consultant.
program at the time of graduation.
Other classes encompassed into this program
offer students hands-on training dissecting
different animals, fruit, and other organisms
to better understand the human body. For
example, students dissected a chicken wing to
better analyze the different characteristics of
skin, muscles, and bone.

These educational opportunities afford all
students not just at John B. Alexander High
School, but also at United ISD with ample
experiences to fully learn about the medical
field. If your child is interested please
contact John B. Alexander High School for
more information.

On October 28, 2017, United
ISD and title sponsor Powell
Watson Motors hosted the District’s
third annual Golf Tournament “FORE”
Our Students event at the Max A. Mandel
Municipal Golf Course. The sold-out event
welcomed 40 three-man scramble teams to
play 18 rounds of that help raise money for the
District’s annual scholarship program. As title
sponsor, Powell Watson Motors donated $15,000 to
initiate the tournament, and provided golfers with a
hole-in-one opportunity to win an automobile.
Following a breakfast sponsored by Patria International
Office Supply, players loaded up their carts and shuttled
to their starting positions for a shotgun start at 8:30 a.m.
The early morning tee off was the beginning of a
beautiful day enjoyed by the teams, who enjoyed nearperfect weather conditions through the morning and
afternoon hours. Farmers’ Insurance agent Karen Alfaro
and family provided complimentary sausage wraps
and refreshments during the event. A post-tournament
lunch sponsored by Cougar Bus Lines was provided
prior to the announcement of the day’s winners and
drawings for door prizes from additional sponsors.

Superintendent Roberto J.
Santos and members of his
administrative team attended the
tournament and thanked the sponsors
and teams who made it a grand
success. “I especially wish to thank
the Powell Watson Auto Group for
being the event’s title sponsor for three
consecutive years”, said Santos.
United ISD’s Athletic Director Bobby
Cruz coordinated the event with
assistance from his staff and other
departments. “ It was a great day of
golf, and this year our sponsors and
teams helped us raise raised over
$55,000. The District is thankful to
all of the sponsors and participants
who supported this major fundraiser,”
said Cruz. All proceeds will be used
to provide select students with $1,000
college scholarships, he concluded.
Pictured from left to right: Bobby Cruz, United ISD
Athletics Director; Miguel Angel Chavez, United ISD
Elementary School Teacher of the Year for 2016-2017;
Gloria Rendon, United ISD Associate Superintendent
for Administration; Jonathan Watson, Powell Watson
Co-Owner; Juan Roberto Ramirez, United ISD Board
President; Michael Powell, Powell Watson Co-Owner;
Roberto J. Santos, United ISD Superintendent of
Schools, and Andrea J. Garza, United ISD Secondary
School Teacher of the Year for 2016-2017.

T.J. Lopez
Men’s Longest
Drive Winner

Adriana Espinoza,
Lady’s Longest
Drive Winner

1st place winners: (L-R) Rafael Vargas,
Mauro Lerma, and Ramiro Alarcon.

2nd place winners: (L-R) Cesar Lopez,
David Hall and Daniel Garcia.

3rd place winners: (L-R) Robert Garcia,
Gilbert Garza and Hugo Seca.

United ISD Magnet High Schools
Application Period Open

United High School

Engineering and Technology

Students who participate in this
program can extend their studies
into specific course work focused
on engineering and technology.
Students enrolled in this magnet
program can earn certifications in
AutoCAD, Microsoft User
Specialist, OSHA, & Inventor.

United South High School

Global Business & Advanced Technology
This program prepares students with
the skills needed for a career in global
business and experience in technology.
Students who participate in this
program can receive certifications in
Quick Books, Internet Networking,
Microsoft office Specialist, Cisco
Academy Certification, Word & Powerpoint, Adobe certified Associate
Photoshop Flash, as well as certificates
from LCC in Computer Maintenance or
Distribution & Logistics.

John B. Alexander High School
Health and Science

The mission of the Magnet for
Health and Science is to provide
students with relevant and current
coursework with a focus in health
science professions. Students who
participate in this program have
the opportunity to earn a
certification in First Aid, Dental
Assistant, CPR, or Medical Office
Assistant.

United ISD Magnet High Schools offer students a well-balanced college level
prepatory courses designed to challenge, inspire, and prepare students in the
areas of business and technology, health science, and engineering.

Eligibility Criteria

Parent Meeting

* Reside in UISD boundaries
(with proof of enrollment)
* 9th Grade Student for the 2018-2019
school year
* Composite Avg. of B (80%) in core
classes for both 7th & 8th Grade years
*CogAT Scores are in proximal range
based on the ranking of all applicants.

A meeting will be held for all UISD
Middle School parents seeking to
learn more about our programs on
Wednesday, January 17, 2018 at
6:00 P.M. at the Bill Johnson SAC
Auditorium (5208 Santa Claudia Ln)

For specific information about each Magnet School
parents can log onto www.uisd.net and click on
Departments and then on Advanced Academics.

Test Dates & Sites
* Saturday, February 3, 20188:30-12:00 @ UHS 9th, JBA HS,
LBJHS, & USHS
* Saturday, February 10, 20188:30-12:00 @ Bill Johnson SAC
Rooms1 & 2
* Saturday, February 24, 20188:30-12:00 @ USHS

Lyndon B. Johnson
Early College High School

Biotechnology & Life Sciences
Innovative Academy Program

United ISD along with Laredo Community
College provide incoming UISD High School
students with the opportunity to participate
in UISD Early College High School (ECHS)
Program. The program offers college level
course work to incoming UISD Ninth Grade
Students. The program offers participants the
opportunity to not only earn their High School Diploma, but to
earn up to 60 hours (two years of college) of transferable credit
or an Associate’s Degree.

New to Lyndon B. Johnson High School is
United ISD's latest initiative in providing
students a multitude of opportunities to
delve into studies that support their career
goals. The Biotechnology and Life Sciences
Innovative Academy Program, or B.L.S.I.A. for
short, established in 2016 is an Early College High School
Program at Lyndon B. Johnson High School. As part of this
program, our Innovative Academy focuses on workforce
needs and partnerships leading to credentials, degrees and
certificates in thriving industries in the regions where these
students already live.

This program is offered to 125 students who are selected during
a blind access lottery system. The results of this lottery system
are final. Upon completion of middle school prospective
participants are required to complete a summer bridge
program to prepare them for the upcoming school year.
Students interested in attending the ECHS at LBJ are invited to
pick up an application at their counselor’s office. All
submissions will be considered and entered into the blind
selection lottery at Lyndon B. Johnson High School Library.

Students in the program can earn an Associate’s Science
Degree with an emphasis in Pre-Nursing, Nurse Assistant
Level 1 Certificate which provides them the opportunity to
test and earn a Certified Nurse’s Assistants (CNA) License in
addition to receiving their High School Diploma. Upon
graduation, students in the program can earn up to 60
college credit hours they can transfer to a higher level
institution.
The B.L.S.I.A. Program at Lyndon B. Johnson accepts 100
incoming UISD Ninth Grade students selected through a
blind open-access selection lottery system. Unlike Magnet
Programs this program does not require students take and
pass an exam as a prerequisite for admission. Transportation
for students not residing within LBJ's boundaries is provided
at each student's home campus.

Early College Timeline
* Applications available

January 9, 2018
at ALL UISD Middle Schools
* On Campus Recruitment
January 9-15th

Mandatory Parent Meetings
* January 18, 2018 @ 6:00 P.M.
Lyndon B. Johnson High
* January 22, 2018 @ 6:00 P.M.
Bill Johnson SAC Auditorium

Application Deadline

All Early College HS Applications
DUE to Middle School Counselors
by 4:00 on 01/24/18

Lottery Event
ECHS Lottery Selection Event for
qualified students on 02/15/18 @
10:00 A.M. at LBJ High School Library

For Additional Information Contact: LBJ ECHS at (956) 473-5100

120 estudiantes de United ISD
obtienen premios AP Scholar
El programa de Colocación Avanzada® de
College Board (AP®) brinda a los estudiantes
calificados y preparados académicamente la
oportunidad de tomar cursos rigurosos de nivel
universitario mientras cursan la preparatoria y
obtener créditos de colegio, colocación avanzada, o
ambos, para obtener un desempeño sobresaliente
en los exámenes AP. Aproximadamente el 24 por
ciento de los 2,7 millones de alumnos en general
que tomaron los exámenes AP obtuvieron un nivel
lo suficientemente destacado para lograr obtener
un reconocimiento AP Scholar.
El College Board reconoce varios niveles de
desempeño basado en los logros de los estudiantes
en los exámenes AP. United ISD se enorgullece al
anunciar que ciento veinte estudiantes del distrito
han obtenido un reconocimiento AP Scholar debido
a su desempeño excepcional en estos exámenes.
Tres alumnos calificaron para recibir el
reconocimiento Nacional AP Scholar al obtener
un promedio de 4 o mayor en una escala de cinco
puntos en los exámenes AP que tomaron, así como
puntuaciones de 4 o mayor en ocho o más de estas
pruebas. Veinticinco más calificaron para recibir el
reconocimiento AP Scholar de Distinción al lograr
una calificación promedio de al menos 3.5 en todos
los exámenes AP que tomaron y calificaciones
de 3 o mayor en cinco o más de estas pruebas.
Dieciséis estudiantes calificaron para recibir la
distinción AP Scholar con Honores al obtener una
calificación promedio de al menos 3.25 en los
exámenes AP tomados, así como calificaciones
de 3 o mayor en cuatro o más de estos. Setenta y
nueve alumnos calificaron para el reconocimiento
AP Scholar al completar tres o más exámenes AP
con calificaciones de 3 o mayor.

EL PROGRAMA
DE COLOCACIÓN
AVANZADA

A través de 38 cursos y exámenes diferentes de
nivel colegio, la Colocación Avanzada brinda a los
alumnos calificados y preparados académicamente
la oportunidad para obtener créditos de colegio o
colocación avanzada y sobresalir en el proceso de
admisión al colegio/universidad. Cada examen es
desarrollado por un comité compuesto de profesores
de colegio y universidad, así como por maestros que
imparten cursos avanzados, lo que garantiza que los
exámenes estén a la par de los mismos estándares
que esperan los profesores universitarios de algunas
de las instituciones de investigación y artes liberales
más importantes del país. Más de 3,600 colegios y
universidades reciben anualmente las calificaciones
de los exámenes AP. La mayoría de las universidades
de cuatro años en los Estados Unidos otorgan crédito
y/o colocación avanzada para las puntuaciones de
los exámenes que cumplan con los requisitos. La
investigación demuestra que los estudiantes de
Colocación Avanzada que obtienen una puntuación de
3 o mayor en los exámenes AP (basado en una escala
de 1 a 5, siendo 5 el mayor) manifiestan generalmente
un mejor desempeño académico en el colegio/
universidad y logran un mayor índice de egresados de
estas instituciones en comparación con aquellos que
no participaron en los cursos AP.
El College Board es una organización sin fines
de lucro cuyo objetivo es brindar a los estudiantes
la oportunidad de obtener un mejor desempeño
académico e ingresar al colegio/universidad. Fundado
en 1900, College Board fue creado para expandir la
posibilidad de obtener una educación superior. Hoy en
día, la asociación de membresía está conformada por
más de 6,000 de las principales instituciones
educativas del mundo y está dedicada a promover
la excelencia y equidad en la educación. Cada año,
el College Board ayuda a más de siete millones de
estudiantes a prepararse para una transición exitosa al
colegio/universidad a través de programas y servicios
de preparación y aprovechamiento-incluyendo el
examen SAT® y el programa de Colocación Avanzada.
La organización también ayuda a la comunidad
educativa a través de la investigación y el apoyo en
beneficio de los estudiantes, educadores y escuelas.

¡Felicitaciones a todos los estudiantes de el
Programa de Colocación Avanzada United ISD!
Aleman, Austin T.
Allen, Austin P.
Amaro, Victor M.
Archer, Brittany M.
Ballesteros, Jose M.
Berumen, Orlando
Blake, Tristan A.
Bonillas, Nikole A.
Boubel, Ashley N.
Byrd, Carlo J.
Camacho, Jessenia L.
Canales, Myrnalejandra
Cantu, Iliana D.
Cantu, Jennifer V.
Cantu, Mariana
Carraman, Alexandro
Carreon, Didier A.
Carrera, Katherine
Castañeda, Fernando
Castañeda, Georgeara
Cervantes, Ryann I.
Chau, Michael
Colchado, Alejandra
Cruz, Karina
Delgado, Breanne L.
Diaz, Jose S.
Elizondo Del Bosque, Mariana
Fernandez, Oscar R.
Flores Alcaraz, Mariana
Flores, Andrea
Galvan, Ruri D.
Garcia, Ana I.
Garcia, Carlos
Garcia, Christian G.
Garcia, Luis M.
Garcia, Saliha
Garza Reyna, Angel I.
Garza, Alejandro
Garza, Montserrat
Gonzalez, Alejandra

Gonzalez, David
Gonzalez, Edith M.
Gonzalez, Edyel
Gonzalez, Ernesto
Gonzalez, Jaime
Gonzalez, Joel R.
Gonzalez, Julian
Gonzalez, Marissa E.
Gorecki, Maria D.
Gutierrez, Cristina I.
Guzman, Cinthia
Hardin, Sabrina N.
Huerta, Rogelio
Jimenez, Victor F.
Juarez, Luis A.
Lee, Dong Hyeon
Limarta, Ian J.
Llano, Juan H.
Lopez, Cristobal A.
Lopez, Oscar A.
Lozano, Liliana
Lozano, Rebeca S.
Lozano, Salma D.
Lucatero, Fernando D.
Mai, Randy
Martinez, Alyssa L.
Martinez, Anthony A.
Martinez, Cassandra A.
Melero, Pablo R.
Miranda, Andrea
Mohammed, Aneesa C.
Morales, Armando
Morales, Marco V.
Morales, Vanessa
Moreno, Jorge P.
Muñiz, Vanessa
Newton, Mary E.
Orozco, Vanessa A.
Pachicano, Jesus M.
Paredes, Alexis A.

Patell, Dhyan N.
Peña, Andrea C.
Peña, Carolina
Ponce, Roberto
Puig, Jordan E.
Ramos, Carolina I.
Rangel, Eros A.
Reyes, Alicia
Rivera, Guadalupe J.
Rodriguez, Javier A.
Rodriguez, Sadey
Saldaña, Guillermo A.
Salinas, Lia
San Miguel, Camila
Sanchez-Ramirez, Ricardo
Sarquiz, Mariana
Saucedo, Gabriel
Senties, Rodolfo E.
Serradell, Katherine E.
Sigrist, Vanessa M.
Siller Gonzalez, Sofia
Silva, Diana
Treviño, Bernardo A.
Treviño, Daniel
Treviño, Valeria
Treviño, Vanessa
Trinh, Dorian
Uribe, Ruben D.
Valdez, Luisa C.
Vela, Carlos J.
Velasco, Eleana M.
Vera, Vicky R.
Vielma, Gerardo
Vielma, Pablo F.
Villarreal, Carolina
Villarreal, Mariela M.
Villegas, Ivan A.
Wright, Matthew I.
Yelderman, Linda K.
Yi, Victor J.

UNITED INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

PARENT COLLEGE
United ISD & LCC
NOW offering
Job Training
classes in:

At United ISD we value the role parents
play in a child’s learning and strive to
provide United ISD residents with ample
opportunities to create their own
personal excellence and success. We
understand the positive impact creating
opportunities has for the success of our
community and are committed to
providing parents and constituents who
reside within our district opportunities
to do so.

Career & Technical Education
• Export Specialist
• Entrepreneurship
• Business Management
• Pharmacy
• Dental Assisting
• Pharmacy Technician
• Export Specialist
• Accounting

• Explore, evaluate & prepare for a new career
• Innovative & state of the art programs
• Coherent sequence of programs

Adult Secondary Education/
High School GED
• Strengthen reading, writing, & math skills
• GED preparation
• GED testing

Parent Education
• Learn English

• Computer Training/Literacy
• Parenting Strategy Courses

* Childcare provided at select sites
* Transportation Provided

Several Sites
District W ide
Trautmann Middle School
Salvador Garcia MS
Clark Middle School
Gonzalez Middle School
Zaffirini Elementary
Bonnie Garcia Elementary
United South Middle School
United South High School
For more information about United ISD Parent College contact: (956) 473-6259

