
With profound sadness and a heavy heart, United Independent School District regrets to inform 

our community that our longest serving UISD Board Member, Mr. Ricardo Molina, Sr., passed 

away on December 29, 2022. 

 

Ricardo Molina, Sr. was a proud Laredo native and was most recently elected by his peers to the 

position of Parliamentarian of the UISD Board of Trustees. He never wavered from his belief 

that his most important duty as a Board Member was keeping the interests of the community 

at the forefront. “You have to look out for the taxpayers, students, and the people you serve,” 

he once said. Mr. Molina represented District 1, which includes south Laredo, Rio Bravo and El 

Cenizo. He served parents and students attending Lyndon B. Johnson High School, Salvador 

Garcia Middle School, Lamar Bruni Vergara Middle School, Arndt Elementary, Prada 

Elementary, Juarez-Lincoln Elementary, and Kennedy-Zapata Elementary. 

 

Throughout his life, Mr. Molina worked in a variety of jobs. He tirelessly labored in oil fields, 

machine shops, and cotton fields. He was quoted as saying, “I know what hard work is. To 

succeed you have to make the best of your situation.” He was last employed as the Director of 

the Rio Bravo and El Cenizo Community Centers, which underscored his lifelong devotion to 

serving the community. 

 

Mr. Molina joined the UISD Board of Trustees in 1996 because he believed in public service. 

During his tenure, he helped initiate UISD’s dropout recovery program, which supports 

individuals that left school prior to graduating in pursuing and attaining their General 

Equivalency Diploma. Mr. Molina and the Board also took action to increase security at 

elementary campuses, and to reduce gang involvement at schools through the use of Gang 

Intervention Facilitators in UISD’s high schools and their feeder campuses. He also worked to 

employ Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselors to fight drug use on our campuses and drug 

dependency amongst our youth. And in August of 2022, Ricardo Molina Middle School opened 

its doors to serve more than 700 students in a state-of-the-art facility that will stand as a 

testament to Mr. Molina’s legacy as an honorable Member of the UISD Board.  

 

“Mr. Ricardo Molina, Sr. showed uncommon dedication to serving the needs of students and 

families in our District,” said UISD Superintendent of Schools David H. Gonzalez. “Through his 

26 years serving on the Board of Trustees, he left an indelible mark not only on our community 

but on every student who has attended our campuses and benefited from the improvements 

he and his fellow Board Members have made. He also set an example of leadership and service 

for all of us to follow. He will be sorely missed.” 

 


