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Welcome, Legends
United ISD is honored to host its eighth annual League of Legends Alumni Recognition 
Awards Gala this year. After a year’s sabbatical due to COVID-19 restrictions, the district will 
induct 27 of our most stellar alumni from United High School, United South High School, J. 
B. Alexander High School, and Lyndon B. Johnson High School. United ISD will recognize our 
Legends for their remarkable contributions to their professions, communities, and country. 
 The celebration of our distinguished alumni doesn’t conclude with the awards gala. 
Honored alumni will visit their alma maters on the morning of March 11, 2022. Alumni will 
return to their Alma Maters with a celebration prepared by students and staff in their honor. 
Our distinguished alumni will have the opportunity to share the individual stories of their 
paths to success with our students. In the process, they will also illuminate that hard work, 
confidence, good personal choices, and a positive attitude are the keys to an accomplished 
and fulfilling life. We are incredibly grateful to our Legends for taking the time to visit our 
students with whom they share bonds of cultural background and heritage. In turn, these 
campus visits provide students with positive role models with whom they can relate as they 
near their high school graduations.
 I look forward to meeting with this year’s esteemed alumni. United ISD takes great 
pride in knowing that their success stories began in our classrooms. I sincerely hope that 
the awards gala and the visit to their former high schools will cultivate lasting and treasured 
memories for the honorees, their families, and friends. Welcome home, Legends!

Sincerely,

David H. Gonzalez
Superintendent of Schools
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Class of 1973
Class of 1992
Class of 1993
Class of 1995
Class of 2009
Class of 2012
Class of 2012

Elizabeth Campbell Stephens, EdD
Delta C. Gutierrez-Garcia
Christopher Perez
Jessica Guajardo Martin, MD
Michael A. Mederos, MD
Jessica Lizbeth Hernandez, DC
Sabrina Nicole Morales, JD

Class of 1997
Class of 1998
Class of 1998
Class of 2002
Class of 2003
Class of 2003
Class of 2008

Dr. Monica Marie Gomez
Dr. David Benavides
Dr. Pablo David Morales
Dr. Richard A. Chamberlain
Alyssa J. Castillon, JD
Josh Ruiz
Sonia Reneé Alvarado

Class of 2007
Class of 2008
Class of 2011
Class of 2011
Class of 2013
Class of 2013
Class of 2013 

Erica Lizette Lopez
Guillermo A. Obregon, MD
Lorena Zapata Jefferson, Esq.
Lyzette Y. Deveze
Valeria Guerra, Esq.
Jorge Macias
Jose Isaac Segura Ebanks

Class of 2002
Class of 2003
Class of 2005
Class of 2008
Class of 2010
Class of 2012

Jaime De Leon, Jr.
Natalie Cerón Cuellar
Noel Lopez
Dr. Jonathan Martinez
Gabriel E. Torres
Christian Rain Castañeda

•••••••

••••••

•••••••

•••••••

United High School

United South High School

John B. Alexander High School

Lyndon B. Johnson High School



2022 Legends
Congratulations

Ramiro Veliz, III - President 
Aliza Flores Oliveros - Vice President

Juan Roberto Ramirez - Secretary
Ricardo Molina, Sr. - Parliamentarian
Francisco “Frank” Castillo - Member

Javier Montemayor, Jr. - Member
Ricardo “Rick” Rodriguez - Member

 
David H. Gonzalez - Superintendent
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Elizabeth Campbell Stephens, Ed.D.
Class of 1973 

Dr. Liz Campbell Stephens 
graduated from United High 
School almost 50 years ago. 
UHS had been in existence 
for only ten years at the 
time, and many traditions 
and organizations were 

born in that first decade. Among those was the UHS 
Larriettes. Dr. Stephens and half a dozen girls who loved 
to dance imagined a team that would perform during 
football and basketball games. Within a year, a group 
of 50 exuberant dancers marched onto the Longhorn 
field and received a standing ovation at the end of the 
Larriettes’ first-ever half-time performance. It was 1971, 
and Zulema Flores Solis was the captain. Dr. Stephens 
was a lieutenant and became the second Larriette 
captain in 1972-73, her senior year. In addition, she was 
an officer in the Honor Society, the Student Council, the 
Yearbook Staff, the Ecology Club and was voted Senior 
Class Favorite. Her interest in human behavior and 
passion for writing inspired her to receive two degrees 
from the University of Texas in 1977: a Bachelor of Arts 
in Psychology and a Bachelor of Journalism. In addition, 
she received her Texas teaching certificate. She married 
petroleum engineer Scott Stephens, whom she met 
while at UT.
 Between 1977 and 1989, she taught middle 
and high school students in Laredo at United ISD and 
Beeville at AC Jones High School and in Sugarland at 
Kempner High School. Among her roles were English, 
reading, journalism teacher, and newspaper and 
yearbook sponsor. Several of her students competed 
in UIL writing events and won numerous awards. She 
was selected Teacher of the Year at UHS in 1989. She 
also worked as a reporter for The Laredo News before 
moving to Houston, where she enrolled in graduate 
courses at the University of Houston. She received a 
master’s in literacy and language arts in 1992 and a 
doctorate in education in 1995. At UH, she served as 
Phi Delta Kappa President and was selected Doctoral 
Student of the Year. Her research focus is on literacy 
and technology. In 1996 Dr. Stephens joined the Dept. 
of Curriculum & Instruction at Southwest Texas State 
University, now Texas State University. She was an 
assistant, associate, and full professor during her 19 
years on faculty. She prepared hundreds of secondary 
teachers in that time and engaged in research regarding 
best instructional practices, particularly those related 

to digital literacy. Among her accomplishments as 
a teacher educator, Dr. Stephens authored books, 
chapters, scholarly articles, professional papers, 
consultancies, and she was awarded more than $2 
million in local, state, and federal grants. She has held 
several university, state, and national leadership posts 
such as Director of Educator Preparation in the College 
of Education, Co-Editor of English in Texas, panelist for 
STAAR Content Validation Review, and Advisor to the US 
Commission on Writing for America’s Families, Schools, 
and Colleges. 
 Dr. Campbell Stephens has received various 
awards, such as the College of Education Presidential 
Award for Scholarly and Creative Work and the Edmund 
J. Farrell Lifetime Service Award. She is most proud of 
her multi-year activity with the National Writing Project, 
headquartered at UC-Berkeley. She held various state 
and national leadership posts within the organization’s 
network over the last 25 years, ultimately serving on the 
NWP Board of Directors.
After retiring in 2011, Dr. Stephens received the title 
of Professor Emerita. Although retired, she works 
with teachers in the Central Texas area as Texas State 
University’s Central Texas Writing Project Director. She 
plans to continue doing that until the time when she 
retires again, which at this moment, is undetermined.
She spends her free time writing prose and poetry, 
researching family history, and traveling with her 
husband.

Delta  c. Gutierrez-García  
Class of 1992

Delta Gutierrez-García is 
a proud 1992 Graduate of 
United High School. While 
attending United, Delta 
participated in Cross Country, 
Volleyball, Basketball, Track 
& Field, FFA, 4-H, and Ballet 
Folklorico. She was a 3-time 

MVP Cross Country / Track and an Officer in FFA & 4-H.
 Delta attended Texas A&M Kingsville, where she 
received a bachelor’s in fine arts with a minor in Animal 
Science. While in College, Delta ran track for a year 
and worked on the naval airbase with the children’s 
program, boys & girls club, and a veterinarian. After 
graduation, she knew she wanted to continue her 
passion for education, just as she was inspired by her 
parents and by her teachers. She combined her passions 
in art and coaching.  
 Delta is a local artist, Art Teacher, Middle School 
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Volleyball Coach, Basketball Coach, and Head Girls Track 
Coach at Lyndon B. Johnson High School. She believes 
that bringing creative expression to students’ lives is as 
important as physical health.
 Delta curates art exhibits locally for young and 
up & coming artists outside her professional life. She 
advocates for homeless and abused animals and has 
homed many and has found their forever homes. Very 
recently, Delta battled stage 3 Breast Cancer and is now 
a breast cancer survivor and advocates and Spreads 
Awareness. Delta’s art collection “My Pink Life” found 
its permanent display at Methodist Hospital Cancer 
Center in San Antonio in hopes of bringing strength and 
faith to all that view it. Delta donates to local charities 
to help our community battling cancer.

Christopher Perez 
Class of 1993

Christopher Perez is a proud 
1993 graduate of United 
High School. While attending 
United, Chris enjoyed playing 
football all through high 
school. He was a member of 
the first back-to-back School 
District Champion football 

teams in 1991 and 1992. 
 After high school, Chris attended the University 
of Texas at San Antonio and later transferred to Texas 
A&M International University, where he pursued 
a degree in Criminal Justice. While working on his 
undergraduate degree, Chris took the opportunity to 
apply for the Laredo Fire Department and got one of 
25 spots out of over 1,000 candidates. During the Fire 
Academy, Chris excelled and graduated top of his class 
due to the mentoring of his family, leadership from his 
father, and lessons learned while playing football at 
United. For 24 years, Chris served his community as a 
firefighter and flourished in his career. He has continued 
to further his education by obtaining many of the 
highest-level certifications within the Fire Service and 
Incident Command System. In 2008, Chris was selected 
to be a Fire Instructor and the Training Coordinator for 
the Laredo Fire Academy. He instructed thousands of 
students from different places worldwide, including 
over 250 of our very own Laredo Firefighters. In 2019 
Chris obtained his degree in Fire Science from Kilgore 
College and graduated from the Laredo Regional Police 
Academy. He was the academic achievement award 
winner and the Iron Eagle award recipient for top 

overall police cadet. 
 Chris is currently serving as the Deputy Fire Chief 
of Fire Suppression in the Laredo Fire Department. The 
position of Deputy Chief is the highest tested position 
within the organization. He obtained it through hard 
work and dedication to academic excellence. Chris 
achieved the highest scores on several of the Civil 
Service promotional exams and received academic 
recognition from the Civil Service Commission in 2006. 
Throughout his career, he has always had a passion 
for the fire service and is committed to serving our 
community. 
 Chris enjoys spending time with family, traveling, 
playing golf, and volunteering as a boxing official outside 
of his professional life.   

Jessica guajardo Martin, MD 
Class of 1995

Dr. Jessica Guajardo Martin 
is a proud 1995 graduate of 
United High School. While at 
UHS, she was very involved 
in academics, prioritizing 
her studies and joining 
clubs such as Class Officers, 

National Honors Society, and One-Act Play.
 Throughout high school, Martin was a Larriette 
and served as an officer her Junior and Senior years. 
She graduated 15th in her class of 515 students and 
earned a full-ride scholarship at the University of Texas 
Pan-American in Edinburg, where she double majored 
in Biology and Chemistry. Aside from her studies, Jessica 
was in the UTPA University dance team for three years, 
where she was Captain her Senior Year. She also worked 
at the McAllen Boys & Girls Club every summer during 
college, teaching science and aerobics to 6-12-year-olds 
from the community. 
 After college, she returned to Laredo to teach 
Physics, AP, and Chemistry at Alexander High School and 
became the dance team sponsor for one year before 
medical school. Her short time in Laredo allowed her 
to develop a love of teaching, one she would turn into 
a career after her studies. She graduated in 2004 from 
St. Matthew’s University School of Medicine in Grand 
Cayman while simultaneously obtaining a Master in 
Health Service Administration degree from St. Joseph’s 
College of Maine in Standish, Maine. Following graduate 
school, she returned to Laredo for eight years. She 
began her work in cancer research at Laredo Medical 
Center and led a National Cancer Institute health 
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disparities grant. She later joined the administrative 
team at Doctors Hospital of Laredo, where she served 
as Director of Cancer Center for six years, allowing 
her to continue research and develop her hospital 
administration skills. Dr. Martin also furthered her 
medical education career as part-time faculty at Laredo 
Community College and Texas A&M International 
University. She taught in the Allied Health and Master in 
Health Administration programs. 
 She moved to the Rio Grande Valley 10 years 
ago, where she initially joined DHR Health, the largest 
physician-owned hospital in the country, as part of 
their administrative team. In 2013, she joined Graduate 
Medical Education at UTRGV School of Medicine 
upon discussions of creating a medical school in the 
Rio Grande Valley, which brought medical training 
and health care access to over 1.2 million in the 
community. Today, Dr. Martin is responsible for the 
accreditation and continued program development of 
over 250 physician residents and faculty in 19 ACGME-
accredited residency and fellowship programs located 
in Hidalgo and Cameron Counties in partnership with 
six community hospitals many other training sites. As 
faculty, she has extensive experience in accreditation, 
program development, and compliance. She enjoys 
working closely with hospital partners, residency 
program directors and coordinators, and teaching 
faculty, residents, medical students, and staff in areas 
including research, quality improvement, wellness, 
and medical education faculty development. She has 
over 75 publications and national presentations and is 
Principal Investigator and Co-PI on various nationally 
funded grants totaling about 2 million dollars, including 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) and American 
Medical Association (AMA). Her proudest projects 
include providing suicide prevention and academic 
coaching to faculty and physician trainees. 
 Dr. Martin is most grateful to the many 
physicians and hospital executives she has worked 
alongside throughout her career who have been 
mentors and friends. The eternal love and support from 
her parents, along with her faith, have always remained 
her constant strength. Outside of her profession, she 
enjoys running, reading fiction novels, and spending 
time at the beach with her family. She is married and is 
the loving mother of a boy and twin girls, ages nine and 
eight, respectively. 

Michael a. Mederos, MD
Class of 2009

Dr. Michael Mederos is 
a proud 2009 graduate 
of United High School. 
While attending United, 
Dr. Mederos was an active 
member of the varsity track 
and powerlifting teams from 

Freshman through Senior year. He was inducted into 
the National Honors Society and excelled academically, 
earning his acceptance to the competitive 8-year 
Bachelor of Science/Medical Doctor program with the 
University of Texas – Pan American and Baylor College of 
Medicine.
 While completing his undergraduate degree, Dr. 
Mederos studied abroad in Paris, France, and interned 
for U.S. Senator Tom Harkin, then Chairman of the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 
In 2013, he graduated summa cum laude with a 
Bachelor of Science in biology and minors in chemistry, 
English, and honors studies. His honors thesis was 
titled “Modulation of Glucocorticoid Receptor Ligand 
Binding by Environmental, Consumer Product, and 
Pharmaceutical Diphenyl Derivatives,” which earned 
him the Director’s Excellence Award for Outstanding 
Thesis.
 Dr. Mederos then matriculated to Baylor College 
of Medicine in Houston, earning his Doctor of Medicine 
degree in 2017. In his final year of medical school, he 
was inducted to the national Alpha Omega Alpha Honor 
Medical Society for high educational achievement, 
leadership, and service to others. Throughout medical 
school, Dr. Mederos held leadership positions in 
multiple organizations, including Legislative Affairs 
Liaison for the student chapter of Doctors for Change 
and President of the Student Surgical Society.
 After graduating from medical school, Dr. 
Mederos moved to California to complete his surgical 
training at the University of California, Los Angeles 
(UCLA), the 3rd ranked hospital system in the United 
States. Dr. Mederos has received multiple teaching 
awards and published more than 15 research articles 
in top journals such as the Journal of the American 
Medical Association (JAMA) and Surgery during his 
medical career. He has also written four textbook 
chapters in surgery and oncology. He also completed a 
2-year research fellowship in surgical oncology, where 
he studied targeted molecular therapy in pancreatic 
cancer and was awarded $100,000 in grant funding.
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 Currently, Dr. Mederos is actively involved in the 
Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion committee at UCLA. His 
goal is to increase diversity in the physician workforce 
to reflect the diverse community. To accomplish this 
goal, Dr. Mederos participates in outreach programs for 
disadvantaged and minority students who wish to pursue 
a career in medicine. 

Jessica Lizbeth Hernandez, Dc
Class of 2012

Dr. Jessica L. Hernandez, 
DC, is a 2012 graduate of 
United High School. While 
attending United, she enjoyed 
being physically active 
and dedicated her time to 
volleyball, basketball, and 

track. In addition, she was in the National Honors Society 
and concurrent enrollment program at Texas A&M 
International University. Upon graduation, Dr. Hernandez 
graduated number 8 in her class. 
 Dr. Hernandez attended Baylor University in 
Waco, Texas, where she received a Bachelor of Science 
with a minor in Chemistry in December of 2015. While 
working on her undergraduate degree, she took on the 
American Medical Student Association Mission Chair 
position. She led a group of pre-medical students and 
doctors on a trip to Guatemala and the Rio Grande 
Valley. She also led a group of Baylor students to United 
High school to share the importance of higher education. 
In addition to community service, she spent her time in 
the lab doing undergraduate research as an assistant in 
the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry. 
 While working on her Chiropractic doctorate 
at Palmer, Dr. Hernandez enjoyed playing Rugby, being 
a Sports Injury Rehabilitation Intern, Student Council 
Community Service Chair, and an Academic Student 
Success Personal Tutor. Before moving back to Laredo, 
Texas, she was accepted into the DOD/VA rotation 
program and worked with active military personnel at 
the Fort Belvoir Community Hospital in Virginia. 
 Dr. Hernandez currently works alongside Dr. 
Gibson at Gibson Chiropractic in Laredo, Texas. Outside 
of her professional life, Jessica enjoys traveling and 
spending time with her boyfriend Gilbert Flores and their 
two beautiful German Shepherds, Hondo and Misha. 
 Aside from her parents Siomara and Ricardo 
Hernandez and their unconditional love and support, 
a lot of her success came from the coaches at the high 

school, Leticia Longoria, Miriam Garcia, and Gilberto 
Cardenas. They mentored her during her time there. She 
is also grateful for the support of Principal Jessica Salazar 
and Vice-Principal Izzamary Torres, who encouraged her 
to continue her doctorate. She is confident that the best 
way to give back to the community is by devoting time to 
the youth and mentoring them to be great leaders. 

Sabrina Nicole Morales, JD
Class of 2012

Sabrina Morales is a 2012 
graduate of United High 
School. While attending 
United High School, Sabrina 
was a member of the 
National Honor Society 
and was a competitive 
cheerleader throughout 

her four years. She was a part of back-to-back National 
Championship Cheer teams and earned the title of Head 
Cheerleader her senior year. As the Head Cheerleader, 
she led her team to United’s second prestigious 
National Championship and the school’s first World 
Championship. Sabrina was also dually enrolled at Texas 
A&M International University despite her busy schedule.
 Sabrina was awarded an academic and 
cheer scholarship at St. Mary’s University in San 
Antonio, where she received her Bachelor of Business 
Administration in Accounting in 2016. 
Upon graduation, Sabrina attended law school at South 
Texas College of Law in Houston, where she graduated 
Cum Laude, earning a Doctor of Jurisprudence in 2019. 
While attending Law School, she was a Hispanic Law 
Students Association member. She gained valuable legal 
experience as a legal clerk with a prominent defense 
attorney in Houston, Texas. She furthered her knowledge 
with an externship assisting the Internal Revenue Service 
and as an intern with the Harris County Civil Courts of 
Law.   
 After law school, Sabrina worked as an associate 
attorney at law firms in College Station and San Antonio, 
Texas. Sabrina now works for the Public Defender’s Office 
in Bexar County, where she provides legal representation 
to the underserved population who cannot afford an 
attorney.  Sabrina works hard to ensure that each client 
is given proper representation and that their rights are 
not violated. Sabrina works diligently with her clients to 
assist them in their cases and avoid recidivism.
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 Outside of her professional life, Sabrina has 
volunteered her time with troubled youth and has 
enjoyed guiding and mentoring people in need of 
positive direction. She also assisted the Houston 
community during Hurricane Harvey by organizing food, 
clothing, and hygiene drives for Operation Hope After 
Harvey. Sabrina enjoys spending time with her family and 
loves being a dog mom. Sabrina credits her success to 
God and her family. Her parents have been her biggest 
inspiration and support system.

2022
Congratulations

301 E. Calton Rd
 Laredo, Texas
(956) 723-2332

United ISD
League of Legends

Congratulations

FROM

United Independent
School District

I N D E P E N D E N T  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T
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Natalie Cerón Cuellar
Clas s  o f  2003

Dr. Jonathan Martinez
Clas s  o f  2012

Noel Lopez
Clas s  o f  2005

Jaime De Leon, Jr.
Clas s  o f  2002

Gabriel E. Torres
Clas s  o f  2010

Christian Rain Castañeda
Clas s  o f  2008

Congratulations Panthers
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Jaime De Leon, jr. 
Class of 2002

Jaime De Leon, Jr. is a 
proud graduate of the 
United South High School 
Academy of Global Business 
and Advanced Technology 
program. While attending 
USHS, Jaime focused on 

technical certifications and received the CompTIA - A+ 
and Cisco Certified Network Associate Certifications.
 Jaime De Leon is the first in his family to 
graduate with a bachelor’s and a master’s degree. Jaime 
attended the University of Texas at Brownsville, where 
he received a Bachelor of Applied Technology in 2010. 
While working on his undergraduate career, Jaime 
became one of the youngest Computer Technicians and 
Senior Computer Technicians at UISD. Jaime is confident 
that the training and education he received during his 
high school years and the certifications offered prepared 
him to succeed after graduation. During his 13 years 
in the UISD technology department, Jaime took on 
leadership roles and projects that assisted in the growth 
of United South and our School District. In 2015, Mr. 
De Leon became a Teacher at his beloved alma mater. 
During his six years as an educator, Mr. De Leon inspired 
many students into the technology and computer 
programming fields, and many of them were the first 
ones to attend college. Mr. De Leon’s Video Game 
Design and Audio Video Production competition teams 
successfully won SkillsUSA and Business Professionals of 
America’s District, State, and National distinctions.
 In 2019, Jaime completed graduate school, 
receiving a Master’s of Science in Educational 
Leadership, and in 2020, Mr. De Leon took on the role 
of Testing Coordinator in his cherished Pantherland. 
His goal is to give back to the community and his 
alma mater. He believes everyone deserves the same 
inspiration and motivation he received as a student. Mr. 
De Leon is grateful to everyone that helped and guided 
him throughout the years.
 Jaime enjoys fishing, watching football, traveling, 
and making memories with his family outside of his 
professional life.  

Natalie cerón Cuellar 
Class of 2003

Natalie Cerón Cuellar is a 
proud 2003 graduate of 
United South High School’s 
Academy of Global Business 
& Advanced Technology. 
While at USHS, Natalie was 
President of her magnet 

class. She graduated Salutatorian, 1st rank of her 
magnet class, and was recognized as Civic Leader of the 
Year. Moreover, she was selected as a U.S. Border Patrol 
Youth of the Month, among other honors.
 Natalie attended the University of Texas at 
Austin, where she received a Bachelor of Business 
Administration in 2007 and her Doctor of Jurisprudence 
degree in 2010. Natalie is a partner with the 
international law firm of Cacheaux, Cavazos & Newton, 
LLP, and one of its U.S. Law Practice leaders.   Natalie 
advises on business law matters such as mergers 
& acquisitions, corporate governance, real estate, 
commercial and legal compliance matters, focusing on 
cross-border transactions with Mexico and other Latin 
American countries. Before Mexican administrative 
courts, Natalie has served as an expert witness on U.S. 
and Texas corporate law. She is a frequent presenter on 
foreign investment in Texas. Natalie has served as chair 
of several professional organizations, including the San 
Antonio Bar Association International Section and the 
Free Trade Alliance Women in International Committee. 
Recently, she was named to the Advisory Committee of 
the San Antonio Mexico Friendship Council as its legal 
counsel. 
 Natalie credits her achievements to the hard 
work and dedication of her parents, Mr. Hector Cerón 
and Mrs. Amparo Cerón, and the love, support and 
occasional comedic relief of her younger siblings, 
Jazmine Cerón and Hector Cerón. She strongly believes 
her success results from her experiences growing up 
in a bilingual and bicultural community like Laredo. 
Accordingly, she is an advocate for the city of Laredo, its 
culture, and its business environment. She truly enjoys 
doing business with fellow Laredoans. She is happy to 
note that she has successfully closed significant business 
transactions that will positively impact the economic 
development of her hometown. Natalie recognizes 
that USHS and the rigorous curriculum of the magnet 
program, led by Ms. Karen B. Winch, were instrumental 
in preparing her for a competitive college environment. 
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Being fully aware of the importance of education and 
mentorship, she actively mentors and helps students 
prepare for college and graduate school.  
 Natalie is a coffee enthusiast and enjoys traveling 
to discover new coffee shops with her husband, Ricardo 
A. Cuellar, a fellow Laredoan and Assistant Chief Counsel 
for the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Natalie 
thanks her husband for his love, support over the past 20 
years, and the opportunity to work together to achieve 
their professional goals.

Noel López 
Class of 2005

Noel Lopez is a proud alumnus 
of the USHS Class of 2005. He 
was a star athlete and an all-
around great student with an 
infectious smile and a positive 
attitude. Noel has always 
been incredibly dedicated 

to everything he sets his mind to do. From making the 
varsity cross country, football, track, and baseball team 
his first year to excelling in the classroom all four years of 
high school. He was a standout student, so much that his 
former teachers and coaches still praise him for his hard 
work, charisma, and dedication to this day.
 After high school, Noel joined Laredo Real Food 
Inc., Laredo’s largest restaurant chain known for local 
favorites - Danny’s Restaurant, La Roca, La Carreta, and 
Montecarlo Reception Hall. He began as a dishwasher 
and busboy and worked his way up to Operations 
Supervisor. Just as he mastered every sport in school, 
he excelled in the restaurant business. López learned 
everything he needed before stepping up to his current 
supervisor position, which he has held for the past 
ten years. Noel runs 15 restaurants across Laredo and 
ensures that every location gives all customers the 
best possible service and quality food. He has been 
an integral part of the enormous success of Laredo 
Real Food Inc. Noel also runs branches of Laredo Real 
Food Inc., including a nightclub, a restaurant appliance 
store, and a radio station. His entrepreneurial gift and 
leadership skills shine through every day, and it’s easy 
to see how much he enjoys his career and serving 
the people of Laredo. Noel makes our city proud by 
setting the example that a positive attitude paired with 
perseverance can lead you to achieve great things.
 You can never take the athleticism out of Noel. 
You can find him cycling on the trails with his wife Dian 
or playing baseball on the fields in his free time. 

 
Dr. Jonathan e. Martinez 
Class of 2008

Dr. Jonathan Martinez is 
a proud 2008 graduate of 
United South High School. 
While attending USHS, 
Jonathan was a student in 
the magnet school of Global 
Business and Advanced 

Technology, and he was a football player throughout high 
school.
 Dr. Martinez earned a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Mathematics from the University of Texas at San 
Antonio, graduating cum laude. He began his 12-year 
career in 2010 as a student-teacher at school districts 
in San Antonio. Dr. Martinez then began his tenure with 
United ISD in August of 2012 as a Math STAAR algebra, 
Geometry, Math Models teacher at United High School 
while also coaching Football, Basketball, and Track at 
Washington Middle.
 Dr. Martinez earned a Master of Education 
degree in Educational Leadership from The University of 
Texas at Tyler in 2014. He continued his pursuit of higher 
education, earning a Doctorate in Educational Leadership 
from Texas Tech University at the age of 29. Additionally, 
he holds state certification in EC-12 Principal and 
Superintendent certification. 
 Currently, Dr. Martinez works as an assistant 
principal for Salvador Garcia Middle School, where 
he has served for seven years. On February 16th, the 
United Independent School District Board of Trustees 
and Superintendent David H. Gonzalez announced 
Dr. Martinez as the new Principal of Salvador Garcia 
Middle School for the 2022-23 school year. Dr. Martinez 
recently shared that he’s honored to lead a school with 
exceptional students, an extremely dedicated staff, and a 
supportive school community.
 Outside of his professional life, Jonathan loves 
traveling & spending time with his wife, Roxanne 
Martinez.
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Gabriel E. Torres 
Class of 2010

Gabriel Torres is a proud 2010 
graduate of United South 
High School. While attending 
USHS, Gabriel enjoyed being 
involved with the student 
body. He was a cross country 
and track-runner all through 
high school. Torres was 
also the vice-president of 

the Spanish and Library clubs. Gabriel attended Texas 
A&M University, where he received his bachelor of arts 
in communication in May of 2014. While working on 
his undergraduate career, Gabriel worked in Univision 
Laredo doing all types of jobs. He is confident that the 
best way to give back to the community is by educating 
the youth and teaching them about perseverance and 
hard work during their developing adult lives. Gabriel 
currently works for Univision as a meteorologist. He 
also got his degree from Mississippi State University 
as a meteorologist. Torres does the weather segments 
for different cities like New York, San Antonio, Chicago, 
Los Angeles, among many others. He believes this is 
the perfect job for him. Outside of his professional life, 
Gabriel enjoys traveling and spending time with his 
fiance, Kendrick.  
  

Christian rain Castañeda 
Class of 2012

Christian Rain “Rainy” 
Castañeda is a proud 2012 
graduate of United South 
High School’s Academy of 
Global Business & Advanced 
Technology. While attending 
United South High School, 
Rainy ran cross country and 

track. Rainy qualified for State in cross country for three 
consecutive years. Rainy also graduated with honors and 
received an athletic and academic scholarship to run for 
the University of the Incarnate Word (UIW).
 Rainy attended UIW from 2012 to 2017, where 
she received her Bachelor of Arts in Government and 
minor in Psychology in May of 2017. While working on 
her undergraduate career, Rainy broke six (6) school 
records in cross and track. Rainy still holds UIW school 
records for 3k indoor and outdoor, 5k indoor and 
outdoor, and the 3k steeplechase. Rainy also received 

UIW’s department of Government and International 
Affairs’ Mary Beeman Memorial Award.
 Rainy then attended Texas A&M School of Law 
from 2017 to 2020. Rainy passed the bar exam in 2020 
and was admitted to the New York State Bar, where she 
currently works as an Assistant District Attorney for the 
Queens District Attorney’s Office.

www.u isd .ne t /cov id19vacc ine

today
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part of a financial assistance award totaling $800 Million with 100 percent funded by CDC/HHS. The contents are those of 
the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by CDC/HHS, or the U.S. 
Government. For more information, please visit the Center for Disease Control Website.
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Dr. Monica Marie Gomez 
Class of 1997

Dr. Monica Marie Gomez is 
a proud 1997 J. B. Alexander 
High School graduate. Dr. 
Gomez attended Texas A & 
M International University 
and later the University of 
Texas at San Antonio. She 
graduated Magna Cum Laude 

and received her Bachelor of Science in Biology in May 
2002. While working on her undergraduate career, she 
was part of the Hispanic Scholarship Fund and Pre-
Medical Honor Society. 
  Dr. Gomez later went on to study at the 
University of Texas Medical Branch (UTMB) at Galveston 
and completed her Doctor of Medicine in October 
2006. Throughout her years at Galveston, she was a 
volunteer at St. Vincent’s Clinic. Dr. Gomez went on to 
study Internal Medicine and completed her residency 
at UTMB in July 2010. She was a Nominee for the TDC 
Intern of the Year in Internal Medicine and part of the 
Quality Medicine Committee. 
  Dr. Gomez became a Hospitalist at Austin 
Regional Clinic from March 2011 until July 2017, treating 
hospitalized patients in an underserved community. She 
is currently a Hospitalist at Sound Physicians treating 
COVID-19 patients in an underserved community in 
Austin. 
 Outside of her professional life, Dr. Gomez 
enjoys running and spending time with her friends and 
family, especially her nieces and nephew.

Dr. David Benavides 
Class of 1998

Dr. David Benavides is a 
proud 1998 graduate of 
Alexander High School. 
He was among the first 
graduating class of the 
Magnet for Health and 
Sciences. While attending 
Alexander, David enjoyed 

being involved with the student body. He was an active 
member of HOSA, the National Honor Society, and the 
junior and senior classes. 
  David attended the University of Texas-Pan 
American, now UTRGV, where he graduated Magna Cum 
Laude with a Bachelor of Science degree and a minor in 

English in 2002. David conducted research on Anthrax at 
the University of Texas Medical Branch upon graduation 
while applying to medical school. He graduated from 
UTMB with a medical degree in 2007 and completed 
his residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology from UT 
Southwestern in 2011. 
  David has been practicing medicine in Laredo for 
11 years and is an active community member. He served 
as the Chief of OB/GYN at Doctor’s Hospital in 2013, 
2014, 2016, 2018, and 2022 - and as the Chief of Staff 
of Doctor’s Hospital in 2020 and 2021. David has also 
been an active member of St. Patrick’s Church, helping 
out with music ministry, Life Teen and Men Acts. David 
enjoys playing the guitar and traveling with his wife, 
Lora, and four children, Ashley, Christopher, Matthew, 
Alyson, outside of his professional life.

Dr. Pablo David Morales 
Class of 1998

Dr. Pablo David Morales 
was born and raised in 
Laredo and attended John 
B. Alexander High School, 
where he graduated in 
1998. Dr. Morales resides 
in Laredo with his wife Ana 
and five beautiful daughters 

Asia, Dana, Mia, Davi, and Demi. Together, Ana and Dr. 
Morales are the owners of Limitless Learning Education 
and Tutoring Center; a K-12 education company focused 
on continuously improving the quality of education 
for all students in our community. As an educator, Dr. 
Morales strongly believes in challenging the teaching 
process and aims to transform educational programs 
within our community through the mobilization and 
organization of resources. Through these efforts, 
Limitless Learning continues to have a transformational 
impact on students and has changed the fabric 
of education by personalizing student learning 
environments for families in our community.
 Currently, Dr. Morales is a mathematics 
instructor at Texas A&M International University. During 
his time at the university, he has directed academic 
support programs for the division of University College. 
He is an active adjunct faculty for the A.R. Sanchez 
School of Business in the division of business and 
technology. Dr. Morales has taught various courses, 
including Business Math, Introductory Statistics, College 
Algebra, Pre-Calculus, Fundamentals of Mathematics, 
Leadership Theory, Organizational Behavior, and 
Graduate Level Leadership and Decision Making. Before 
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his time at TAMIU, Dr. Morales served as the Director for 
the STEM Articulation program at Laredo College, a grant 
funded by the U.S. Department of Education.  
 Dr. Pablo David Morales possesses over 15 years 
of progressive experience in collegiate and university-
level teaching and over ten years of experience directing 
programs with dynamic environments and multiple 
stakeholders such as learners, subject matter experts, 
faculty, administrators, and community leaders. His 
academic qualifications reflect extensive knowledge 
of educational program development, management, 
evaluation, academic support services structures, and 
adult learner developmental theories and concepts. 
His professional experiences, including leadership, 
supervision, grant management, community outreach, 
teaching, budget management, data collection/analysis, 
compliance, and program collaboration, resulted 
in building successful teams and networks at the 
entrepreneurial, collegiate, and university level.  
 Dr. Morales holds a Ph.D. in Leadership Studies 
and an MBA in Management from Our Lady of the Lake 
University in San Antonio, Texas. His research interests 
include entrepreneurship, leader personality traits, 
innovative behavior, and self-efficacy. Additionally, 
Dr. Morales received his first master’s degree in 
mathematics education from Texas State University-San 
Marcos and his bachelor’s degree in mathematics from 
Texas A&M International University. Dr. Morales also 
holds two teaching certifications in mathematics, grades 
4-8 and 8-12.

Dr. Richard A. Chamberlain 
Class of 2002

Dr. Richard A. Chamberlain 
is a proud 2002 graduate of 
John B. Alexander Magnet for 
Health Science High School. 
While attending Alexander 
High School, Dr. Chamberlain 
enjoyed being involved with 
the student body and some 

student organizations. He was active with his class 
throughout high school and served as a class officer his 
senior year.
 Dr. Chamberlain attended Texas A&M 
International University, where he received his Bachelor 
of Science in Biology in August 2011. While working on 
his undergraduate career, Dr. Chamberlain worked in the 
services industry and polished his customer service and 
leadership skills. He then joined the City of Laredo Health 
Department in June of 2014 as a Sanitarian. While at 

Laredo Health, he was inspired to pursue a higher-level 
education and enrolled in the Master of Public Health 
Program at Capella University in 2014 and graduated 
in 2016. Still interested in learning more, he quickly 
registered, later that year, in the Doctor of Public Health 
Program at Capella University, where he completed his 
doctorate in November of 2021.
 During his tenure at the City of Laredo Health 
Department, Dr. Chamberlain, besides being the health 
director, has served as the Assistant Health Director for 
Programs and Services, Chief of Epidemiology, Chief of 
Health Education and Promotion, High Consequence 
Infectious Disease Epidemiologist, and a Sanitarian. 
Dr. Chamberlain is a licensed Texas Department of 
State Health Services Registered Sanitarian, a certified 
National League Cycling Instructor, and is a Certified 
Diabetes Empowerment Education Program Lead Trainer. 
He is a member of the Council of State and Territorial 
Epidemiologists, Texas Border Health Officials Task Force, 
Texas Association of City and County Health Officials, 
and the National Association of City and County Health 
Officials. 
 It is his mission to ensure that every Laredoan has 
the opportunity to “attain his or her full health potential” 
and that no one is “disadvantaged from achieving this 
potential because of social position or other socially 
determined circumstances.” Dr. Chamberlain firmly 
believes in Health Equity for all.
 Dr. Chamberlain truly appreciates the education 
he received at UISD and our local university. To share the 
knowledge and experience Dr. Chamberlain has gained 
through his tenure at the City of Laredo Health and over 
the pandemic, he has joined the staff of Texas A & M 
International University as an Adjunct Professor of Public 
Health. Dr. Chamberlain understands the importance of 
inspiring a new generation and ensuring the future of the 
public health workforce.
 Outside of his professional life, Dr. Chamberlain 
enjoys traveling & making sure to close all his rings 
(iWatch, Apple users know).
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OF YOUR OWN DESTINY!
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Alyssa J. Castillon, JD 
Class of 2003

Alyssa J. Castillon is a proud 
member of the Alexander 
High School Class of 2003. 
She was in the Magnet Health 
Science program and was a 
cheerleader throughout high 
school. During her junior 

and senior years, Alyssa started taking college courses 
at Laredo Community College, and after completing 
her basics, she transferred to the University of Texas at 
San Antonio. In May 2007, she graduated cum laude 
from UTSA with a Bachelor of Business Administration, 
a major in General Business, and a minor in Finance. 
After graduating, she attended and received her Juris 
Doctorate from St. Mary’s Law School in May 2010.  
  She began her career in the Rio Grande Valley 
as a Hidalgo County Assistant Criminal District Attorney, 
where she prosecuted misdemeanor and felony crimes. 
Several years later, she moved back to Laredo and 
entered private practice as an Associate Attorney for 
Kazen, Meurer, & Perez. She practiced general civil 
litigation, including insurance defense, government, 
and education law. Realizing she missed working for 
the public sector, she was hired as an Assistant City 
Attorney for the City of Laredo, where she represented 
and defended the City in all legal matters, handled all 
lawsuits initiated on behalf of the City, and provided legal 
advice to City Council and all City Departments. She was 
later promoted to serve as Interim City Attorney, being 
the youngest female appointed to that position at the 
time.  
  She recently moved to McAllen and joined the 
Law Offices of Ryan Henry as a Senior Associate Attorney, 
where she continues to practice municipal law and 
advises numerous Texas cities and officials in all areas 
of city business. She serves as outside legal counsel 
defending the City of Laredo, her beloved hometown. 
She is dedicated to public service and wholeheartedly 
believes in advocating for the City of Laredo to make it a 
better community for its citizens. 
  Alyssa loves fishing, going to the beach, and 
spending quality time with her family.

Josh Ruiz 
Class of 2003

Josh Ruiz, is a proud 2003 
John B. Alexander High School 
graduate. While attending 
Alexander, Josh enjoyed 
being involved with the 
STEM-Computer Networking 
Program. He successfully 

finished the program with his A+ certification.
  Josh Ruiz attended Texas A&M-Kingsville 
(TAMUK), where he received his Bachelor of Science in 
Electrical Engineering in May of 2008. While working 
on his undergraduate career, Josh served Kingsville with 
community service and fundraising. During his TAMUK 
studies, Josh and his team successfully defended their 
Senior Design Project of an Autonomous Landmine 
Detector. Upon graduation, Josh began his career at 
NASA-JSC. Josh worked on International Space Station 
Satellite-RapidScat, NextGen Space Exploration Vehicle 
Fuel Cell Battery. Josh continued his graduate studies 
while working and earned his Master’s in Business 
Administration. Continuing to practice engineering, Josh 
successfully passed his Professional Engineer’s State 
Exam In 2014. Josh moved to the private sector to lead 
Instrument Innovation at Dow, and his team successfully 
won the 2020 Plant of the Year. He believes that the 
unconditional support from his wife and parents has 
paved his journey.
  Josh currently works for Dow Chemical as the 
Engineering and Maintenance Operations Leader. He 
proudly leads and mentors other engineers/technicians 
to fulfill their career potential. 
  Outside of his professional life, Josh enjoys 
building robots and spending time with his wife, 
Rebecca, and kids (Ryan and Madison).
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Sonia Reneé Alvarado
Class of 2008

As a three-sport varsity 
student-athlete, Ms. Sonia 
Reneé Alvarado is a 2008 
graduate from John B. 
Alexander High School, Health 
and Science Magnet. She 
was a recipient of the United 

States Army Reserve National Scholar-Athlete Award 
for her academic and athletic excellence in volleyball, 
basketball, and softball while maintaining a top 10% GPA. 
 She attended Texas A & M International 
University as a recipient of the D.D. Hachar Honors 
Program and chosen for the Title V Hispanic Student 
Success Initiative, Preparing Tomorrow’s Teachers 
Today program. As a university freshman, Sonia Reneé 
participated in the Reading the Globe essay contest as 
part of the campus reading ‘All But My Life’ by Gerda 
Weissman Klein and was awarded a week-long paid 
trip to Krakow Poland. During this trip, she experienced 
firsthand the Auschwitz concentration camps and 
would later use that inspiration for her students to 
promote reading. She completed her studies in three 
years, graduating in August 2011, Summa Cum Laude 
with a Bachelor of Science in Interdisciplinary Studies. 
In September 2011, Sonia was hired as a fourth-grade 
teacher at Abraham Kazen Elementary for UISD. 
 In 2013, she graduated from Sam Houston State 
University (SHSU) with a Master’s of Library Science. 
She holds a Texas Educator Certificate in Early Childhood 

through 6th Grade-Bilingual and a Library Media 
Specialist Certification Early Childhood-12th Grade. 
She coached junior varsity and freshman volleyball at 
JB Alexander High School from 2012-2014 and middle 
school volleyball at United Day School from 2016-2017. 
In her spare time, she is a Laredo Gateway Girls Softball, 
Laredo Pony League, and Boys and Girls Club sports 
volunteer coach, as well as a volunteer catechist at St. 
Patrick Church. 
 She is currently the Library Media Specialist 
and Instructional Technology Teacher at Dr. Henry 
Cuellar Elementary. Sonia Reneé is an active member 
of UISD in her many roles and duties and has obtained 
Google Certifications for Level 1, Level 2, and Trainer 
and achieved SMART Notebook Digital Educator and 
Screencastify Master Screencaster certifications. At 
Cuellar, Sonia has been awarded several grants to 
purchase books for her students.
 Sonia Reneé is pursuing a Doctorate of Education 
in Instructional Design and Technology Systems from 
SHSU. She has achieved the All But Dissertation status 
and is expected to graduate in May 2022. She has an 
upcoming chapter publication, “Design-Based Research 
for Virtual Learning: A Holistic Perspective on the 
Pedagogical and Contextual Factors of Interactive Mobile 
Technology,” submitted to Cases on Practical Applications 
for Remote, Hybrid, and Hyflex Teaching.
 Outside of her professional life, Sonia Reneé 
enjoys reading and spending time with her family and 
friends. 

LET’S KEEP CELEBRATING

and we will continueI N D E P E N D E N T  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

0066
YEARS OF EXCELLENCE1961 - 2021

celebrates
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Erica lizette López
Class of 2007

Ms. Erica Lizette Lopez is a 
proud 2007 Lyndon B. Johnson 
High School graduate. While 
attending LBJ High, Erica was 
involved with the student 
body and multiple student 
organizations. She was the 2007 

Senior Class President and a member of the National 
Honors Society, National Hispanic Honors Society, 
Superintendent Student Advisory Committee, Student 
Council, Yearbook Club, Newspaper Club, and Sister 
Cities Student Exchange Program.
 Erica attended Texas A&M International 
University in Laredo, where she received her Bachelor 
of Arts in Political Science with a concentration 
in International Relations in June 2011. In her 
undergraduate career, Erica was a part of the D.D. 
Hachar Honors Program, Texas A&M International 
University Honors Program, and Vice-President of 
the National Political Science Honors Program. While 
working on her undergraduate degree, Erica was an 
intern for U.S. Congressman Henry Cuellar, where she 
discovered her love for public service. Erica knew she 
wanted to focus her career on creating a better future 
for her community of Laredo. In 2014, Erica received 
her Master of Arts in Political Science from Texas A&M 
International University. Upon completing her graduate 
education, Erica continued to work in the public sector, 
including non-profit organizations focusing on at-risk 
teens, mental health, and substance use. 
 Erica currently works for the City of Laredo 
Health Department, where she can continue her passion 
for public service through public health. She continues 
to advocate and bring awareness to issues affecting the 
community of Laredo. Erica is a member of the Laredo 
Suicide Prevention Committee, Laredo Health Coalition, 
Laredo Behavioral Health Coalition, and the City of 
Laredo Drug and Alcohol Commission.
 Erica enjoys traveling, reading, listening to true 
crime podcasts, and spending time with family and 
friends outside of her professional life.

Guillermo a. obregon, md
Class of 2008

Dr. Guillermo A. Obregon is 
a proud 2008 graduate of 
Lyndon B. Johnson High School. 
While attending LBJ, Guillermo 
enjoyed participating with the 
student body. He was a football 
player throughout high school, 

participated in UIL poetry and prose, and was interested 
in Health and Medicine, as shown by his participation in 
health education classes.
 Guillermo attended Texas A&M University at 
College Station, where he received his Bachelor of 
Science in Health Education in May of 2013. While 
working on his undergraduate career, Guillermo 
participated in the Texas A&M Corps of Cadets as a 
Spider D-1 Army unit member. As a member of the 
Corps of Cadets, he took leadership roles that included 
leading army units in military training and as college 
students serving their community. Guillermo also 
took leadership as an instructor and mentoring role in 
topics like cultural competence, conflict resolution, and 
professional development at University programs like 
the FOCUS learning community, one of TAMU’s programs 
dedicated to helping first-generation college students 
in accomplishing their academic goals. Additionally, 
Guillermo was active in his community, serving as 
a first responder in College Station and university 
events. Out of all his experiences in TAMU, he believes 
teaching and encouraging others to persevere in their 
dreams has been the most satisfying experience. At 
TAMU, Guillermo also completed a Master of Science 
in Biomedical Science and worked at different medical 
institutions as an EMT and Emergency Scribe. After a gap 
year working as an EMT in Laredo, TX, he moved to Mt. 
Pleasant, MI, where he obtained his Medical Degree at 
Central Michigan University School of Medicine. While 
at CMU School of Medicine, he continued with his love 
of tutoring others and helping his peers achieve their 
career goals. He demonstrated his commitment to his 
community as he closely participated with the Saginaw’s 
City Hispanic Counsel to create a program to increase 
access to medical care for Hispanics living in Michigan. 
 Guillermo works for HCA Poormouths Regional 
Hospital, where he has completed almost two years of 
his Family Medicine residency. While at this residency, 
he works with New Hampshire’s underserved community 
as one of the two only Hispanic primary care providers. 
Dr. Obregon believes being a family doctor is a perfect 
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medium to help communities like Laredo’s, where 
medical resources can be scarce. He hopes that he can 
fight healthcare disparities and empower those in need 
through his work. 
 Guillermo knows that part of his success is 
due to his parents, family, and friends’ unconditional 
support. He believes that the best way to honor them is 
to continue to serve his community and to help others 
achieve their dreams.
 Guillermo enjoys traveling, staying physically 
active, and exploring different cuisine and foods outside 
of his professional life. 

Lorena Zapata jefferson, esq.
Class of 2011

Lorena Zapata Jefferson is a 
proud 2011 Lyndon B. Johnson 
High School graduate. While 
attending LBJ, she took part in 
many extracurricular activities 
and was an active member 
of the band, color guard, and 

the National Honor Society. Lorena graduated as the 
salutatorian of the LBJ Class of 2011.
  After graduating high school, Lorena attended 
Texas A&M International University (TAMIU). She earned 
a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science in December 
of 2014 and a Master of Arts in History and Political 
Thought in December of 2015. While studying for her 
undergraduate and Master’s degree, she worked as a 
research and teaching assistant at TAMIU, where she 
taught several college classes and actively participated in 
the research. 
  Lorena was politically active, and while attending 
TAMIU, she served as the Webb County Deputy 
Registrar, where she was involved in voter registration. 
Lorena also served as an intern at the Department of 
Homeland Security, where she worked full time with a 
team assigned to a human trafficking prevention task 
force. In 2014, she graduated as the valedictorian of her 
undergraduate class. 
  After graduating with her Master’s degree, Lorena 
attended the University of Houston Law Center, where 
she received her Juris Doctorate in May 2019. Despite 
the rigors of law school, she volunteered for Kids in 
Need of Defense, where she could employ her bilingual 
skills to translate legal documents that allowed the 
organization’s attorneys to provide quality representation 
to children at immigration court. Lorena is licensed to 
practice law in Texas. She is currently a land negotiator at 

ConocoPhillips, one of the world’s largest independent 
exploration and production companies, where she 
drafts contracts and negotiates land deals daily. She also 
volunteers for the United Way’s Houston Food Bank in 
her spare time. 
  Lorena is a happily married mother of a four-
month-old. She is extremely grateful to her family for 
their unconditional support. She is also thankful to her 
teachers and mentors, who believed and encouraged her 
throughout her academic career. Her future goal is to 
continue giving back to her communities in Houston and 
Laredo. 
 

Lyzette y. deveze.
Class of 2011

Mrs. Lyzette Deveze is a proud 
2011 Lyndon B. Johnson 
High School graduate. While 
attending LBJ, Lyzette enjoyed 
being involved with the student 
body. Throughout high school, 
she was an athlete and served 

as a captain for the basketball team her senior year. 
She was also involved in volunteering events with the 
National Honor Society. Lyzette graduated at the top of 
her class and was licensed as a vocational nurse through 
the LBJ Health Science Academy. During her educational 
journey at LBJ, Lyzette received multiple awards, 
including “Head of the Class.”
 Lyzette attended Texas A&M International 
University in Laredo, where she received her Bachelor 
of Science in Biology in May of 2015. While working on 
her undergraduate career, Lyzette took on an ant and 
beetle research internship with the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Research Extension in Laredo. She believes that aside 
from her parents and their unconditional support, 
much of her success came from mentoring her 4-year 
basketball coach, Robert Burrier. She is certain that the 
best way to give back to the community is by donating 
her time in educating the youth and teaching them about 
perseverance and hard work during their developing 
adult lives, just as Coach Burrier taught her. 
 Lyzette began her workforce journey as a teller 
at Texas Community Bank in 2011. She learned the value 
of hard work and the importance of being dedicated 
and committed to getting the job done. In 2014, as she 
studied towards her degree, she became a laboratory 
assistant at TAMIU. She is married to Manuel Deveze, 
and they have two beautiful children, Manning and 
Natalia. Her family is her driving force, always to be the 



27

best she can be. 
 Lyzette currently works for the Department of 
Homeland Security as a Customs and Border Protection 
Officer at the Laredo Port of Entry. After receiving her 
bachelor’s degree, Lyzette decided to begin a career 
in Law Enforcement. Leaving behind her infant son at 
the time to attend the academy was a sacrifice she 
had to make to acquire an enriching career. Lyzette has 
become a role model to women in her community as she 
motivates young mothers who would like to pursue a 
career in law enforcement. She believes that anything is 
possible if you set your mind to it.
Lyzette enjoys working out, traveling, and spending time 
with her family outside her professional life. 

Valeria Guerra, Esq.
Class of 2013

Valeria was born in Nuevo 
Laredo, Tamaulipas, Mexico. She 
immigrated to Laredo, Texas at 
the age of 7 with her parents, 
Matias Guerra and Dora Alicia 
Villanueva, along with her older 
sister, Fabiola Guerra de Davila.
  Valeria is a proud 2013 

graduate of Lyndon B. Johnson High School. During her 
time at Johnson High School, Valeria served as a student 
member for the National Honor Society. She was part of 
T.A.F.E. and a member of Lyndon B. Johnson’s dance team, 
the Dream Catchers, where she served as Co-Captain during 
her Senior year. 
  Upon high school graduation, Valeria attended 
Texas A&M International University (TAMIU), where she 
earned her bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice with 
a minor in Dance. During her time at TAMIU, Valeria 
was involved in several leadership programs. She was 
an Orientation Leader for three years, a member of the 
Sophomore Leaders Involved in Change, and served as a 
First-Year Student Mentor during her last two years as an 
undergraduate. Valeria was a Dean’s List Honoree for all her 
undergraduate semesters, and she graduated summa cum 
laude in 2017.
  Valeria earned her law degree from St. Mary’s 
University in San Antonio, Texas. She was awarded the St. 
Mary’s University School of Law Dean’s award and was a 
Dean’s List honoree. She studied abroad through the Legal 
and Cultural Spring Break Program in Guadalajara, Jalisco, 
Mexico, and through the St. Mary’s University Law School 
Institute on World Legal Problems in Innsbruck, Austria. 
Valeria also served as a staff writer for The Scholar: St. 
Mary’s Law Review on Race and Social Justice. Valeria 
worked as a student attorney at St. Mary’s Center for 

Legal and Social Justice through the Consumer Protection 
Clinic in law school. She represented clients in evictions 
and homeownership hearings.  Valeria also worked as a 
research assistant for Professor Roberto Rosas, writing and 
editing annual legal publications. 
  Valeria is finally working her dream job as an 
Immigration Attorney for De Mott, McChesney, Curtright & 
Armendariz, LLP (DMCA), one of the biggest immigration 
firms in San Antonio, Texas. As an immigration attorney, 
Valeria is determined to zealously represent and guide her 
clients through the complexities of the immigration system. 
She hopes to one day be an inspiration to the youth in her 
community and motivate them to dream big. She owes all 
her accomplishments to those who always supported her, 
especially her parents.
  Outside of her professional life, Valeria enjoys 
exercising, exploring, reading, watching her favorite series 
on Netflix, and going on walks with her dog, Bruno. 

 

Congratulations

Wolf Legend Class of 2013

Valeria Guerra, Esq.
United ISD

FOR YOUR INDUCTION INTO THE

Thank you for being a role model and achieving 
The American Dream!
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Jorge Macias
Class of 2013

Jorge Macias is a proud 
2013 graduate of Lyndon B. 
Johnson High School. While 
attending LBJ, Jorge enjoyed 
being a part of the student 
body. Since his first year, he 
was part of multiple UIL 

teams, including Ready Writing and Biology. Jorge was also 
a member of the Robotics team and during his junior year 
he became President of the National Honor Society. During 
his presidency, he gained experience in leadership and 
public speaking. He reached the top 5% in his senior year, 
graduating as number 3 in his class.
           Jorge attended Texas A&M University, where he 
received his Bachelor of Science in Visualization in May 
2017. While working on his undergraduate career, Jorge 
helped incoming students and assisted academic advisors 
while working for the Office of Student Services at Langford 
College of Architecture. He believes that his success also 
came from his excellent teachers aside from his parents 
and their unconditional support. Mrs. Melissa Gignac, 
Ms. Clarissa Cardenas, Mrs. Ana Martinez, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Cavazos, and Mr. Oliver Long. He is confident that the 
best way to give back to the community is by creating an 
educational ripple effect and teaching the youth about 
perseverance, hard work, and endless possibilities.
Jorge currently works for Hulu/20th Century Studios, a 
movie and network studio in Los Angeles, where he started 
as a Visual Effects Compositor almost four years ago. After 
completing his first year, Jorge was able to work alongside 
multiple studios and clients, including Amazon Studios, 
HBO, and Disney Plus. He believes this is the perfect career 
because his love for creativity and storytelling grows daily. 
The challenges that he encounters are challenges he used 
to dream of living. He loves making people smile and 
escape for a moment into fantastical worlds through his art.
 Outside of his professional life, Jorge enjoys 
television and film. He also enjoys creating snippets of film, 
diving into the endless music world, and going on hikes. 
 

jose isaac segura ebanks
Class of 2013

Jose Isaac Segura Ebanks is a 
proud 2013 graduate of Lyndon 
B. Johnson High School. While 
attending LBJ, Jose enjoyed being 
involved with the student body 
and was an active member of the 
community.

 Mr. Segura Ebanks attended Texas Tech University 
and Texas A&M International University, where he 
received his Bachelor’s Degree in Systems Engineering. 
Mr. Segura Ebanks also completed his teaching 
certification in Mathematics/Physical Science - Physics 
and Chemistry - and Engineering.  While working on 
his undergraduate career, Jose took a part-time job 
as a student worker for Dr. Rohitha Goonatilake and a 
research assistant job for Dr. Tariq Tashtoush. He believes 
that aside from his parents and their unconditional 
support, a lot of his success came from the mentoring 
of his grandparents and his professor/mentor Dr. Tariq 
Tashtoush. He is certain that the best way to give back to 
the community is by educating the youth and teaching 
them about perseverance and hard work during their 
developing adult lives, just as Dr. Tariq Tashtoush taught 
him. During his undergraduate career (junior and senior 
year), Mr. Segura Ebanks competed in a robotic mining 
competition at NASA Kennedy Space Center. The main 
goal of this competition was to create a robot from 
scratch that was capable of excavation in simulated mars 
soil. In his junior year, Mr. Segura Ebanks assisted with 
the software team and during his last year, he was the 
President of the robotics club and the team leader of this 
project. 
 Currently, you will find Mr. Segura Ebanks 
teaching Principles of Applied Engineering, Engineering 
Design, and Robotics I at Lyndon B. Johnson High School.  
His passion for math and engineering has allowed Jose 
to sponsor the UIL Robotics Club, and he continuously 
strives to expose his students to the engineering and 
computer science fields by participating in State Robotics 
and Computer Science Competitions. 
 Mr. Segura Ebanks’ previous professional 
endeavors include working for Bravo Lines, LLC as 
a Logistics Supervisor where his main task was to 
optimize the supply chain by running and gathering 
data from different software.  Thereafter, he worked 
at  Lewis Energy in the Production Division responsible 
for software operations and management.  His role 
involved maintaining out of variance and maximizing 
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the production of select wells by utilizing artificial lifts 
(plunger lifts, gas lifts & compressors). Subsequently, 
Mr. Segura Ebanks transitioned from the non-renewable 
energy to the renewable sector working with Next Era 
as a Wind Technician where he was involved in a new 
project in partnership with Maxwell Technology, Inc. 
(Tesla supplier) providing ultracapacitor products that 
supply power solutions as an alternative to the windmills 
(blades). This project addressed the energy gap for fast-
response, high power delivery solutions meeting the 
highest industry quality standards for the South Texas 
area. 
 Outside of his professional life, Mr. Segura Ebanks 
enjoys traveling, camping, playing soccer and spending 
time with his family. He also enjoys watching Marvel and 
DC movies as well as Anime. 
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I N D E P E N D E N T  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

Provide consistent quality instruction for all students, resulting in improved 
student achievement and progress.

It is the policy of United ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, handicap in its programs, 
services or activities as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the 
Education Amendments of 1972; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

GOAL 1

WE ARE UNITED in providing meaningful learning experiences that will empower
students to thrive in the 21st century to enhance their lives and our community.

VISION:

UNITED, we inspire all students to become responsible world citizens by pursuing 
excellence through life-long learning. 

MISSION STATEMENT:

Student Learning

DISTRICT GOALS2021-2022

Provide a safe, nurturing, positive, and secure learning environment which 
collaborates with community partnerships, and engages families in order to 
strengthen learning opportunities for all students. 

GOAL 2 Perceptions

Approved:
June 2021

Ensure processes for employee recruitment and professional growth lead
toward the retention of effective teachers, principals and other instructional
and support staff to impact consistent quality face-to-face/ virtual instruction 
for all students.

GOAL 3 Processes and Programs

Ensure that the District is fiscally accountable and efficiently
productive in serving all student and staff populations.

GOAL 4 Demographics
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Distinguished Alumni Program?2023 League of Legends

If you are interested in nominating someone or 
becoming a future Legend yourself, 

start compiling your application package.

Interested in being considered for

Check our 
website in 
December

for the 
2022 League 
of Legends 
Nomination 

link.

The application 
package should consist 

of the applicant’s 
complete resume, a 

photo of the applicant, 
any awards and 

accolades received, 
community 

involvement, and 
anything else that 
demonstrates the 

qualities of a Legend.  
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excellence through life-long learning. 
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Student Learning

DISTRICT GOALS2021-2022

Provide a safe, nurturing, positive, and secure learning environment which 
collaborates with community partnerships, and engages families in order to 
strengthen learning opportunities for all students. 

GOAL 2 Perceptions

Approved:
June 2021

Ensure processes for employee recruitment and professional growth lead
toward the retention of effective teachers, principals and other instructional
and support staff to impact consistent quality face-to-face/ virtual instruction 
for all students.

GOAL 3 Processes and Programs

Ensure that the District is fiscally accountable and efficiently
productive in serving all student and staff populations.

GOAL 4 Demographics



                   www.laredo.edu 
Fort McIntosh 956-721-5109  •  South 956-794-4110

We are proud to congratulate the 
League of Legends honorees for 
their extensive contributions to our             
community. We applaud the              
invaluable work, service and            
commitment these outstanding 
individuals have demonstrated 
throughout their distinguished 
careers.


