
Greetings, United ISD Employees!

Can you believe that October is almost 
gone?  It is finally beginning to feel 
like fall and this cooler weather is most 
welcome.  As we kick off the holiday 
season, I want to remind each of you 
of what an essential role you play in 
this district.  We have all been hard 
at work to ensure the success of our 
students and the first half of the year 
has been quite successful.

Our annual Parent Summit is fast 
approaching and I’d like to encourage 
you all to attend the event on 
November 9 at United High School’s 
main campus. The summit is always 
full of information that is pertinent to 
ensuring that our students, as well 
as our own children, become well-
rounded individuals.  

Lastly, a friendly reminder that it is 
not too late to register for our annual 
Crime-Stopper Bowl-A-Thon, which 
takes place on November 12.  I invite 
you all to attend each of these events, 
as they are always enjoyable.  Again, 
I thank you for your service to the 
district and to the community.  Our 
students deserve only the best and 
I thank you for being a part of their 
‘A-Rated’ education.

Warm Regards,

Roberto J. Santos
Have you seen the new commercials for United ISD or heard the official new song for our District?

If the answer is no, wait no more and check them out on  
ITV’s YouTube Channel @UISDInstructionalTV

Monday, October 28th

I N S I D E R
the  week lyWe are UNITED!

United South High School HOSA Students 
Host Event for Precious Panthers

Recently, the United South High School (USHS) Health Occupations 
Students of America (HOSA) student organization hosted a pumpkin-

picking event for United South’s Precious Panthers.  HOSA students helped 
the Precious Panthers pick out pumpkins from a patch and then painted 
them.  USHS HOSA Historian Andrea Garza said, “Our Precious Panthers 
had so much fun.  It was amazing to create these special memories with 
them.”  The students painted Halloween-themed pumpkins, character-
themed pumpkins, and of course, a United South Panther themed pumpkin.  
The HOSA students and the Precious Panthers had such a good time getting 
into the spirit of the fall season. 

Pictured: United South 
High School HOSA 
members, along with 
the Precious Panthers, 
displaying their 
masterpieces.
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AHS, LBJ, and UHS 9th Grade Campuses 
Celebrate TeenTober in Georgetown, Texas

A yearly event, the Texas Teen Book Festival is geared towards 
celebrating and promoting recreational as well as life-long 

reading and writing by connecting teens and aspiring writers to the 
most popular and award-winning authors in the country. Students 
were given the opportunity to hear keynote speaker Erika L. Sánchez, 
author of I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter, a finalist for the 
National Book Awards 2017 for Young People’s Literature, as well as 
attend panel sessions with over 35 authors whose writing span across 
genres and interest levels. Student Augusta Martinez (Alexander 
9th) said, “There was a variety of people and seeing the diverse 
perspectives made me feel more open-minded.”

 Other activities included Author Q &A’s, the Fresh Ink 
contest, We Need Diverse Books essay contest, an Epic 

Reads Costume Contest. which included some of our Alexander 
9th students, in addition to other creative activities. In the YA trivia 
contest United 9th students placed 1st, 3rd and honorable mention. 
Johnson 9th Grade Class of 2023 President Anna Segovia said of her 
experience, “the Texas Teen Book Festival is an amazing event. It 
allows young readers to meet some incredible authors. It has panels 
that allow you to ask questions and get to know the authors better. 
It also provides a section where you can purchase the authors’ books 
and also get them signed. This festival is a great opportunity for teens 
to increase their love of reading. Overall, I had an amazing time, got 
inspired, and would definitely go again.” United 9th Grade student 
Maya Vela-Cuellar said “ it was a wonderful experience that I will 
treasure forever.  It taught me so much about what it takes to write 
a book and how to relate it to a reader.”  The students also had an 
opportunity for some R&R in the lawn area set up with hammocks. 
Many purchased java from the campus Starbucks and headed to 
the area to relax and meet new friends. Alexander 9th Library Club 
President Analy Machado said it best, “Today I met my new favorite 
author and made new friends.” Our students were able to build 
friendships not only from their own school, but also with students from 
other parts of Texas who also attended the festival.

 Even though TTBF 2019 has concluded, its effects are far from 
being over. Because of the personal connection the students 

made with the authors, the demand for their books is increasing. For 
the organizing Librarians, Mrs. R. Villarreal (Alexander-9th), Mrs. A. 
Johnson (Johnson-9th), and Mrs. L. Moncivais (United-9th), the festival 
was a success and they have plans to make it a yearly event.

Pictured: Alexander High School 9th graders

Pictured: Lyndon B. Johnson High School 9th graders

Pictured: United High School 9th graders



Dr. William Cochran Visits United Middle School STEM Students

Dr. William Cochran, an Astronomer and 
Research Professor at the University 

of Texas’ McDonald Observatory, recently 
visited students in the United Middle 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math (U-STEM) Program at United Middle 
School.  Dr. Cochran discussed his body 
of research with U-STEM students, which 
includes the search for extrasolar planetary 
systems and the radial velocities that detect 
the movement of stars due to the gravity 
of the planets that orbit these stars.  Dr. 
Cochran answered many of the questions 
the U-STEM students had throughout the 
course of the presentation and the students 
were totally engrossed in his retelling of his 
studies and discoveries.  Dr. Cochran has 
also worked with the revolutionary Kepler 
Space telescope, which has discovered 
thousands of new exoplanets.

Pictured from left to right: United Middle School U-STEM Design & Modeling 
Teacher, Cristina Mendoza; TAMIU Planetarium Director and Professor, Peter 
Davis; Mr. Memo Benavides; and United Middle School Principal, Rosana 
Montemayor-Arizola.

Pictured: Dr. Cochran answers 
questions from the audience.
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United Middle School Students Bring
Their Creativity Into The Classroom

There was so much excitement and 
positivity towards literacy and creativity 
this morning in Mary Ramirez’s Reading 
Class.  United Middle School seventh grade 
students decorated pumpkins all in part of a 
creative reading lesson of the book Sleepy 
Hollow.  Students selected significant scenes 
or characters and painted them onto their 
pumpkins creating a Sleepy Hollow Storyline 
Pumpkin Patch.

Pictured: Mr. Javier Vera, United ISD Fine Arts Director joins in on the classroom fun. 

Pictured: Mary Ramirez United Middle School Seventh-grade 
Reading Class teacher guiding her students through the project.



Thank You Burlington!

Burlington Stores Inc., through its 
partnership with Adoptaclassroom.org, 
donated $10,000 to United ISD’s George 
Washington Middle School (G.W.M.S.). The 
funds will be used to purchase additional 
school supplies. Diana Chavez, manager 
for the Burlington store located at 2302 
N.E. Bob Bullock Loop, was accompanied 
by her associates for the surprise 
announcement in the school gymnasium.

Pictured from left to right: Burlington Store Reps: Eddie Loya, 
Pablo Ortiz, and Michelle Gonzalez; David Canales, Exec. Dir., 
Middle School Instruction; Diana Chavez, Burlington Store Mgr.; 
Gloria Rendon, Assoc. Supt. for Administration; David Gonzalez, 
Assoc. Supt. for Curriculum & Instruction; and Javier Vera, 
Director for Fine Arts.

Pictured: Burlington Store Representatives with the George Washington Middle School Sparklers.

Pictured: Burlington Store Representatives with United ISD administrators, teachers and principal Beth Porter.

Students, teachers and United ISD administrators cheered 
alongside the Mighty Bobcat Band, cheerleaders and 
dancers when the contribution was revealed. Principal Beth 
Porter accepted the check on behalf of her campus. “All of 
us at George Washington Middle School wish to thank the 
Burlington Company and AdoptAClassroom.org for their 
generosity. This is a wonderful surprise - we appreciate 
Burlington’s support of our students”, Porter said. In 2018, 
Burlington Stores Inc. made a comparable donation to United 
ISD’s San Isidro Elementary School.
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Recently, a group of United 
ISD police officers greeted 
Muller elementary students 
as they arrived for classes on 
a festive October morning.  
It was the start of “High 
Five Friday”.  Throughout 
the morning, students 
intermingled with District 
police officers for extended 
periods of time.

“It was an excellent 
opportunity for our students 
to interact with our police 
officers. We want our students 
to know that they can confide 
in our police, who are here to 
help them in any situation or 
emergency.” Principal Mayra 
Ramirez said.

Col. Santos Red Ribbon Week Activities Capped by H.E.B. Presentation

Recently, Col. Santos Benavides Elementary 
observed “National Red Ribbon Week” with 

educational and fun activities. Community partner 
H.E.B. presented their Buddy League Training 
Academy so students could participate in skits 
that teach strategies for dealing with bullies. 
A second academy presentation encouraged 
students to live a drug-free life - and to be 
kind, respectful, and inclusive of all people. 
Throughout the week, Col. Santos Elementary 
also incorporated symbolic themes like Western 
Wear Day to “give drugs the boot”. “National 
Red Ribbon Week” (October 20-28), is the oldest 
and largest drug prevention campaign in the 
country, and serves as a vehicle for communities 
and individuals to take a stand for the hopes and 
dreams of our children through a commitment 
to drug prevention, education, and a personal 
commitment to live a drug-free life. 

Muller Students Meet and Greet United ISD Police On “High Five Friday”

Pictured: H.E.B brought their Buddy League Training Academy to Col. Santos Elementary 
School. The visit was a nice complement to Red Ribbon Week activities at the campus. 

Pictured: United ISD Police Officers, Muller 
teachers, and staff greet students as they 
arrived for school and High Five Friday.



“YOUR MIND IS A POWERFUL THING.
WHEN YOU FILL IT WITH POSITIVE THOUGHTS, 

YOUR LIFE WILL START TO CHANGE.”
- Gautama Buddha

8Th Grader of The Month of October
A Tradition of Excellence is one of United ISD’s mantras, so it is within 
that scope that ten students from United ISD’s middle schools received 
recognition as outstanding 8th graders of the month. The selected 
students represent the best of the best amongst their peers and are an 
example of the high standards that United ISD sets for all of its students. 
Their teachers nominate each and every one of these students for their 
achievements, extracurricular activities, community involvement, and 
their ability to stand out as exemplary pupils. Multiple organizations 
around the city, such as the Laredo Police Department, Laredo 
Emergency, and KGNS television, are the main sponsors for this event.

Pictured from left to right: David Canales, 
Executive Director of Middle School 
Education; Kiara Underbakke, Antonio 
Gonzalez Middle; Sumalee Slavick, United 
South Middle; Allison Nicole Ochoa, 
United Middle; Maria Severiano, Raul 
Perales Middle; Leonardo Colchado, Los 
Obispos Middle; Karla Gaona, Washington 
Middle; America Rodriguez, LBV Middle; 
Angelina Mendoza, Clark Middle; Estefania 
Arredondo, Salvador Garcia Middle; and 
Emmanuel Garcia, Trautmann Middle. 
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United ISD and Laredo ISD Celebrate National School 
Bus Safety Week With a Bus Parade and Proclamation!

To commemorate School Bus Safety Week, students from United ISD and Laredo ISD 
boarded their colorfully adorned buses for an annual parade that traveled from Veterans 

field to United ISD’s SAC auditorium. United ISD Police escorted the buses across town with 
assistance from local county and state law enforcement vehicles. Upon arrival, students entered 
the auditorium for the reading of a Bus Safety Week proclamation and safety rally. Numerous 
local dignitaries and officials from both school districts were on hand for the decree read by 
Webb County Judge Tano Tijerina. United ISD Board Vice President Javier Montemayor Jr., 
praised local school bus drivers and monitors for safely transporting Laredo’s students to and 
from school on a daily basis. The Raul Perales Middle School Band performed the National 
Anthem and kept spirits high with several musical interludes. Held during the third full week of 
October each year, National School Bus Safety Week is an excellent way for parents, students, 
teachers, motorists, school bus operators, school administrators, and other interested parties - 
to join forces and address the importance of school bus safety. 

Pictured from left to right: United ISD Bus 
safety Ambassador Giada Peña (Col. Santos 
Elementary); United ISD Police Chief Ray 
Garner, and Laredo ISD Safety Ambassador 
Ramiro Resendez III (Leyendecker 
Elementary).

Bus Safety Week Proclamation for 2019 
Pictured from left to right: Esteban Rangel, 
Laredo ISD Transportation Director; Webb 
County Judge Tano Tijerina; and Joe 
Aranda, United ISD Executive Director of 
Transportation.



CSBS Kicks Off Down Syndrome 
Awareness Month

Month with fun activities.  CSBS students in the FLS Unit will compete in a bowling 
tournament with other schools during this month. In support, Colonel Santos hosted a pep 
rally parade to send off their bowling sports team as the champions that they are.  The FLS 
students work hard and practice all week before this event to prepare. Inclusion secures 
opportunities for disabled students in our schools to learn alongside their nondisabled 
peers, and at CSBS inclusion is not only the expectation, but also their everyday practice. 
The teachers and staff at Colonel Santos take much pride in teaching their students to 
their maximum potential every single day.  After the parade, they had a bubble release in 
support of Down Syndrome Awareness Month and inclusion with our cheerleading team, 
Danzerette team, and Unified Champion Classroom Ambassadors. The Ambassadors are 
role models of inclusion and show how being a good friend changes our world for the 
better. After the bubble release ceremony, they had a cake honoring Down Syndrome 
Awareness month with the bowling team, their parents and student ambassadors.

Col. Santos Kids with 
United ISD Police Officer 

Manuel Guadarrama
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Women’s City Club holds 14th

annual Dancing with the Stars event

The light was shining bright during the 
14th annual Laredo Dancing with the 

Stars ensemble.  The Women’s City Club 
held the annual competition at the Laredo 
Country Club.  Fourteen couples of mixed 
talent, performed for a charitable cause 
of their choice. From LAPS, to the Junior 
Achievement of Laredo, were just some 
of the charities.  Judges were from out of 
town.  There was a group dance following 
everyone’s first performance.  Dances 
ranged from hip-hop to, lyrical dances, to 
Bollywood, Mambo and swing.  Carmen 
Rendon, United ISD Communications 
Specialist and her Partner Ruben Hinojosa 
garnered the Peoples choice award and 
were named the DWTS Grand Champions 
they danced for United ISD Partners For 
Scholars Charity.

Attendance 
Poster Initiative

Roosevelt Elementary students proudly 
present their Attendance Posters.



1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a 
teacher because I love shaping the minds of 
children. It is a blessing to be able to have a 
positive impact in their future.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? This school year marks my 14th year with 
United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing 
up? My best teacher growing up was my 
Kindergarten teacher Miss Maty. Her kindness 
and enthusiasm provided a positive classroom 
environment.

4. Describe your job in three words. If I had to 
describe my job in three words, I would say my 
job is Amazing, Challenging, and Rewarding.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first- year teacher? 

Claudia Martinez
Clark Middle School 

I wish someone had told me teachers wear many hats. 
Sometimes we are nurses, parents, artist, counselors, 
actors, etc. but without a doubt, I love my job.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? My students have taught me that 
everyone learns in a different way and at a different pace.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? It is 
extremely important because we are shaping the mind 
of our future citizens with the essential tools that will 
facilitate a successful life.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? Don’t stress out, believe in yourself!

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I am very good at sewing.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My mother was 
the greatest influence in my life. As an educator, she 
instilled the value of education, hard work, perseverance, 
and faith. She never stopped persuading me to finish my 
education.

1. Why did you become a teacher? To inspire 
young children, and make a difference in their 
lives.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? I have been a teacher at United ISD for 
ten years. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My 
best teacher was Mrs. Zaragoza, she was my 
teacher in United Middle School. 

4. Describe your job in three words. Rewarding, 
challenging and FUN!!!

Lillian M. Valdez
Reading Intervention
Clark Elementary School 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher? Every year will be a 
new experience.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? Once you have earned their 
respect, they perform to satisfy you.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? You are 
able to teach the people that will be running the future.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? Always smile and look for the positive in 
everything. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I know how to shoot skeet. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My family, 
together we overcome any situation.

CLARK ELEMENTARY
BULLDOG - Blue, & Gold

CLARK ELEMENTARY
BULLDOG - Blue, & Gold



1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a 
teacher because I wanted to offer my help and 
use my talents and knowledge to teach others.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? 16 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My 
best teacher was my Reading/ELA teacher, Ms. 
Annie Treviño.

4. Describe your job in three words. My job is 
fulfilling, demanding, and gratifying.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher?  I 
wish someone had told me about the life of 
being a teacher.

Laura A. Gonzalez
6th Math
Clark Middle School 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? My students have taught me 
to stay in touch with what real life is all about: grow in 
compassion, understanding, empathy, love for others, 
service, harmony, sharing, and patience.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teaching 
is an incredibly important job because we are entrusted 
with a child’s mind to instill knowledge, shape the 
thinking process, and flourish a heart.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given?  “A Drop of Honey Catches More Bees Than a 
Gallon of Gall.”

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? Painting

10. Who has influenced you most in life? There are many 
people who have influenced me in life: my parents, my 
husband, son, and daughter, my sister, and brother, my 
grandparents, my excellent teachers and friends, but 
most of all, my religious upbringing and God. 

1. Why did you become a teacher? I wanted to be a part 
of something special and rewarding and make a true 
difference. Therefore, I am my student’s teacher.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? This 
will be my 5th year officially being a Science teacher but 
my 6th year with United ISD. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? A teacher 
who was the most influential in my life was my middle 
school 7th Grade teacher, Mr. Meyers. He taught me 
that Science could be exciting, creative, and full of 
amazing learning moments. 

4. Describe your job in three words. Fulfilling, Inspiring, 
and Rewarding. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher? I think as a first 
year teacher, I would’ve loved the reassurance that I 
was making a difference… As new teachers, we want to 

Sarah E. Iglesias-Butler
8th Science
Clark Middle School 

make a difference in every child’s life. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a 
better teacher? My students have taught me that when I make them 
the priority, they in turn give me their very best. My classroom 
motto is, “Every DAY is a New Day”.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? As teachers we are 
given the opportunity to pour knowledge into a child’s life like never 
before. We have a daily influence on our student’s abilities to pursue 
their dreams and give them the motivation to persevere regardless 
of their circumstances. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? “Always 
be consistent and above all classroom management is key” – Araceli 
Martinez.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that 
you had?  Creativity! I tend to really think outside of the box and 
take the lesson or teaching opportunity to a whole other level. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My parents have made me 
the person I am today, my daughters inspire me daily to always give 
my best, my husband’s encouraging words and unconditional love 
motivate me to see the best in everyone, and my great grandmother 
insisted that through compassion and kindness we can see the world 
differently.

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT



1. Why did you become a teacher? I struggled 
in school, especially middle school and I had 
to study hard to be successful in college. I was 
blessed with certain teachers who took the 
time to help me get back on track. I want to 
be that person to someone, to believe in them 
when they don’t see their own potential.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? I have taught for 7 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? 
Mrs. Perez was my 2nd grade teacher, she was 
sweet and loving. I still remember significant 
moments in her classroom. She made me feel 
welcomed.

4. Describe your job in three words. Impactful, 
joyful, and persistence.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first- year teacher? 
Give it time and you will see that everything 
you do is worth it, even if you don’t see it now. 

Nancy Martinez
8th Science
Salvador Garcia Middle School 

One day your students will approach you and tell you 
how you impacted their lives. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? You need patience and you must 
be firm on them. Students always tell me to be strict so 
they can take the class seriously. It’s true, students love 
teachers with high expectations for them.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? To students 
you are their guidance and parents put their children in 
your hands. Children need someone to take the time to 
show them they can achieve their goals with persistence 
and determination. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given? It’s not a race, everyone has their own 
circumstances, so don’t look at what others are doing. 
Keep your eyes on your own journey and you will get 
there.  

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I love to create colorful art.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My parents are 
the driving force behind it all. They tell me what I don’t 
want to hear at times but at the end of the day, they are 
right. There is no time to waste, I need to do what makes 
me happy and not apologize for it. 

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became 
a teacher in order to be a role model to my 
children and to those students that need that 
extra motivation and guidance to always do 
their best.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? This is my 4th year teaching.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? The 
best teacher I had growing up was my parents; 
they instilled in me the importance of always 
being respectful and the acknowledgement 
that there is always room for improvement in 
everything we do.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Challenging! Rewarding! Gratification!

Veronica Perez
7th English Language Arts & Reading
Salvador Garcia Middle School 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher? Don’t be afraid to set 
high expectations on your students. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? My students have taught me to 
be patient.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?  Teaching 
is an incredibly important job because educators have the 
opportunity to inspire, build, and mold our future.  

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? Don’t allow anything to stop you from achieving 
your goals. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I enjoy painting, drawing, and 
gardening. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My mom and 
dad, without a doubt!

SALVADOR GARCIA
MIDDLE - COUGARS

Black & Gold

COUGARS

SALVADOR GARCIA
MIDDLE - COUGARS

Black & Gold

COUGARS



1. Why did you become a teacher? I can still 
remember how much I admired my teachers I was 
fortunate to have been taught by so many teachers 
that were passionate about teaching. This naturally 
made me want to be like them.

2.  How many years have you taught at United ISD?  I 
have been employed at United ISD for the last 35 
years.

3. Who was your best teacher when you were a 
student? My best Teacher was Sister Bonaventure at 
St. Augustine High School.

4. Describe your job in three words. My job is 
challenging, fulfilling and important.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher? I wish 
someone would have told me to relax and focus 
more on the academic aspects of the classroom and 

Mrs. Rosario Galindo
Ninth grade/English I
United High School 9th grade campus 

less on the behavioral problems. 

6. What one thing have your students taught you about being 
a better teacher? My students have taught me that modern 
technology makes learning so much easier and enjoyable. I have 
had to adapt my lessons to meet their needs. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teaching is 
incredibly important because we are impacting the world in a 
very DIRECT way.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? To 
pray silently for each of my students and the world as a whole. 
And that teaching is a sacred mission because the world is 
entrusting us with their children.  

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had? I don’t think that people know that I love crafting. 
By no means do I declare to be an amazing crafter, but I do 
enjoy the little talent I have.  

10. Who has influenced you most in life? Father Thomas Davis 
(a Catholic priest), has been the person that has influenced me 
the most in my life. His “Life Lessons” through his homilies had 
a profound effect on me. He is still very much a part of my life.  
I am blessed to know this holy man that impacts my life and, in 
essence, the lives of the students I teach.

1. Why did you become a teacher? Since my high 
school years I saw this profession as the only 
profession able to mold tomorrow’s leaders into 
creative, independent life learners.  I think we 
have the power of inspiring students making this a 
rewarding career. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This will be my fourteen year teaching at United ISD. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My third 
grade science teacher his name was Mr. Padilla.  I 
remember how he impressed me with his science 
experiments and his kindness. 

4. Describe your job in three words. Teaching is 
absolutely: passionate, inspiring, and rewarding.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? I think there is 

Elizabeth M. Vega
11th / PAP Physics
United High School 

a lot of things they tell you when you become a teacher but they 
never prepare you for how your life changes. I love that teaching 
inspires you to be passionate about the success of others, to 
love your content, to strive for an excellent work ethic, to be an 
ultimate role model.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being 
a better teacher? I have learned that if I remain inspired and 
motivated, they will always enjoy the learning process in the 
classroom.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? We are very much 
responsible in establishing a very strong foundation to help our 
students succeed in all the challenges they will face as young 
adults. Teaching is helping make the world a better place.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
Never give up!

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had? I am really good at water sports, surfing etc.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My mother has had the 
greatest influence on my life. As a single mother, she instilled in 
me the value of hard work, compassion, and faith.

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT



1. Why did you become a teacher? I wanted to 
motivate and encourage students, especially 
those that need it the most, which is why I 
absolutely love being at STEP Academy.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? This will be my 10th year. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? 
My seventh grade science teacher.  She was 
kind, compassionate, and enthusiastic about 
teaching her subject matter. 

4. Describe your job in three words. Interesting, 
Rewarding, Busy.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first- year teacher? I 
wish someone would have told me that there 
was nothing I could have  done previously to 
truly be prepared to enter the classroom.  I 
entered my classroom with a plan that quickly 

Cindy Alvear
Chemistry and Physics
STEP Academy

went flying out the window and I learned to adjust with 
every new experience or scenario in the classroom. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher?  My students have taught me 
to be more empathetic and to be more accepting of 
different opinions and points of view. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? To 
many children, teachers may be their only source of 
motivation and encouragement both to help them grow 
academically and personally. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? Considering the campus I work at, it’s important 
for our students to know that our mistakes don’t define 
who we are and that everyday is a new opportunity to 
choose to do something good. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had?  I ride a motorcycle. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life?  My parents have 
made me who I am today.  They taught me the meaning 
or hard work, compassion, kindness, integrity, and other 
values that I hope to pass on to my own children and help 
build within my students. 

1. Why did you become a teacher? I grew up 
surrounded by a family of teachers, and so 
to enter the educational route felt natural to 
do. Teaching students is what I love to do 
and seeing the impact that I have on them is 
rewarding.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? This will be my 3rd year teaching. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My 
high school dual credit (English 1301) teacher. 
She would work diligently with every student 
in her class and steered us to become better 
writers. I will always remember how much fun 
it was to learn in her class with her innovative 
activities.  

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Challenging, nurturing, and restorative. 

Gabriela Gallegos-Mtz
9-12 English Language Arts/Reading
STEP Academy 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher? Keep a drawer full of 
chocolate for those challenging days. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? To be a better listener.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teaching 
our students is the root of all other careers.  I believe 
that every child finds teachers that motivate them to be 
a better student and citizen. This is the teacher I promise 
to be for my students. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? The best advice that has been given to me is in 
order to have a safe and positive environment; you need 
to consistently follow through with your procedures and 
expectations for each student. I take that to heart in 
order to have my students feel comfortable and ready to 
learn in my class. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? Singing. I love to sing. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? The most 
influential people in my life are my mom and sister. They 
have shown me what it is to be a strong, independent, 
and hard-working woman.






