
Greetings, United ISD Employees!

After what has seemed like a never-ending, 
uncharacteristically hot summer, the weather 
is finally beginning to cool down a bit.  We 
have come to the halfway point of the fall 
semester and it has been a great semester 
so far.  Thanks to each of you, our students 
are flourishing academically and our extra-
curricular events have gone off without a 
hitch.  Our children are our greatest treasure 
and I want to thank all of you for ensuring 
that they are being afforded the tools that 
they need to succeed.

Salinas Elementary and L.B. Johnson High 
School’s 9th grade campus will be holding 
their dedication ceremonies for their brand 
new campuses this week.  Thanks to the 2013 
Bond, our students are receiving an ‘A-Rated’ 
education in top-notch facilities.   Over the 
next two months, we will also be celebrating 
the 20-year anniversaries of Cuellar 
Elementary, Muller Elementary, and Arndt 
Elementary.  Zaffirini Elementary will not only 
be celebrating their 20th anniversary, but they 
will also celebrate their National Blue-Ribbon 
School commendation.  It is quite an honor 
to witness how far our district has come over 
the years.

On Saturday, November 9, we will be holding 
our annual Parent Learning Summit.  This 
event will take place at United High School 
from 8:30-1:00.  The keynote speaker is Raul 
Mateo Magdaleno. He is an internationally 
known community servant, leader, and 
professional empowerment speaker with an 
inspiring story that stresses the importance 
of never giving up on the pursuit of an 
education despite the challenges involved. 

Lastly, I would like to commend all of you on 
the outstanding efforts you put forth on a 
daily basis for our students and our district. 
Your hard work and efforts directly reflect in 
the exceptional performance of our students 
and our collective district.  

Kind Regards,

Roberto J. Santos

Franklin D. Roosevelt Elementary School National 
Elementary Honor Society Induction Ceremony

Have you seen the new commercials for United ISD or heard the official new song for our District?
If the answer is no, wait no more and check them out on  

ITV’s YouTube Channel @UISDInstructionalTV

The Franklin D. Roosevelt National 
Elementary Honor Society held its 
induction ceremony October 4, 2019, 
in the school gymnasium.  The Society 
annually acquires fifth grade students, 
who merit selection for candidacy, based 
upon careful consideration of their 
academic standing and the responsibility 
they have shown as students in school 
and in their community.

Club president, Jennifer Torres-Rivera 
and vice-president, Victor H. Garza 
emceed the ceremony. The Pledge of 
Allegiance and the Texas Pledge were 
led by Diego Y. Garcia and Yulianna 
Martinez respectively.  The ceremony 
was solemnized through the lighting of 
candles representing the four qualities 
held in high esteem by the society. 
Stacey Duran lit the candle and spoke 
of Scholarship, Cesar Perez Jr. on that 
of Responsibility, Yielena Castillo on the 
topic of Service, and Evelyn E. Torres on 
the subject of Leadership.  
The Society was honored to have Mr. 
Ramiro Veliz, III, United ISD Board 
President, as keynote speaker.  He 

congratulated the students for their 
hard work and encouraged them to 
continue to persevere. His words 
inspired students to believe that they 
can accomplish all they set out to do.

The twenty-one new inductees then 
pledged to uphold the high purposes of 
NEHS and to be true to the principles 
for which it stands.  Principal, Ms. Sylvia 
A. Ruiz and Vice-Principal, Mrs. Erika 
Elizondo, presented NEHS membership 
cards and pins. Other platform guests 
included NEHS Faculty Council, 
Francisco Sarabia and Sheila Alvarado, 
and NEHS Advisors, Rubi Maldonado, 
Angelica Salinas, and Carla Solis.

Pictured from left to right - front row:  Andrea 
K. Charles, Diego Y. Garcia, Jadie A. De la Cruz, 
Moses J. Cantu, Raul A. Sanchez-Espejo, Victor H. 
Garza, Ricardo A. Hernandez, Jennifer Torres-
Rivera, Dana E. Mendez Garcia, Yulianna Martinez, 
Cesar Perez Jr., Adrian Montiel Celedon Middle 
Row: Yielena Y. Castillo, Stacey M. Duran, Adan 
Hernandez, Jorge Cruz, Evelyn E. Torres, Aylin I. 
Sepulveda, Andrea Infante, Mikel Salazar Gonzalez 
Back Row: Mrs. Erika Elizondo, vice principal; Mrs. 
Rubi Maldonado, Mrs. Angelica Salinas, Mrs. Carla 
Solis, NEHS advisers; Ms. Sylvia A. Ruiz, principal; 
Mr. Ramiro Veliz, United ISD Board President, Mr. 
Francisco Sarabia, NEHS faculty council.  Student 
not pictured: Cesar Muñoz.

Tuesday,October 15th

I N S I D E R
the  week lyWe are UNITED!



INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Newly Hired Kazenopolis Employees Tour IBC Bank

Every year, IBC Bank works 
with Kazen Elementary 

to create a mini-metropolis 
within the campus in order 
to teach the students about 
financial responsibility.  Within 
this mini-metropolis, students 
at Kazen Elementary open and 
operate a bank, a grocery store, 
and a post office.  IBC holds 
an interview process where 
students can apply for jobs as 
tellers, security guards, and 
teller supervisors.  Students 
can even apply for a job as the 
president or vice-president 
of the bank.  The newly hired 
employees of the IBC branch 
in Kazenopolis were invited to 
the IBC Main branch to gain a 
hands-on experience of their 
new duties and responsibilities 
as an IBC employee.  The 
students toured the main 
branch and were able to speak 
to different members of the 
departments to learn just how 
a bank functions.  Kazenopolis 
will officially open during a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony on 
November 1, 2019 at Kazen 
Elementary.

Kazenopolis employees pose for a photo with Dennis Nixon, CEO of International Bank of Commerce/
International Bancshares Corporation Chairman of the Board International Bancshares Corporation.

Kazenopolis employees had an opportunity to see the IBC Bank vault.



The East Foundation Presents Skins & Skulls

Fourth grade students at Clark 
Elementary recently had 

the opportunity to experience a 
hands-on demonstration about 
the habitat, food sources, and 
survival adaptations of native and 
non-native wildlife in Texas.  Maria 
“Masi” Mejia, an educator for the 
East Foundation, displayed skulls 
and pelts of different Texas wildlife 

in order to educate students 
on the different survival and 
adaptation methods of predators 
and prey.  Ms. Mejia introduced 
students to the different ways 
that animals such as skunks, 
possums, bobcats, and other 
wildlife mammals use their vision 
and hearing in order to survive 
and/or hunt.  Students had the 
chance to identify the traits and 
characteristics of the skulls of 
initially undisclosed animals and 
try to guess what mammal the 
skull belonged to and whether 
they were classified as predatory 
animals or prey.  Clark Elementary 
students were also able to 
touch and observe the pelts of 
wildlife animals found on the 
ranches of the East Foundation.  
More information on the East 
Foundation is available at www.
eastfoundation.net.

United ISD Opens 2020
League of Legends 
Application Portal

United ISD is currently 
accepting applications for 
consideration in the class of 2020 
League of Legends Program.  
The League of Legends program 
honors outstanding United ISD 
alumni who have made great 
contributions to their professions 
and/or their communities. 
To be eligible, applicants must 
have graduated from one of 
United ISD’s four high schools:  
Alexander High School, Lyndon 
B. Johnson High School, United 
High School, or United South 
High School, prior to 2015.  
Please visit our website, www.
uisd.net, to fill out or download 
an application. 

The deadline for nominating 
an applicant is January 13, 
2020.  Nomination forms may 
be submitted in the following 
manner: 

 · Electronically through
  our website www.uisd.net

 · By email to axsalina@uisd.net 

 · By mail to The Office of
  the Superintendent, 201 
  Lindenwood, Laredo, TX 
  78045

 · Delivered in person to
  201 Lindenwood, 
  Laredo, TX 78045

For more information on the 
League of Legends program or 
the application process, please 
call United ISD’s Central Office at 
(956) 473-6201.
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United Middle USTEM Students Present Foot Orthosis Projects
After three weeks of research, 6th 

grade students in United Middle School’s 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math 
(USTEM) program, presented their foot 
orthosis designs to their parents and school 
administrators.  The challenge was to create 
a foot orthosis for a child with cerebral palsy 
within specific parameters. Project Lead the 
Way, the program for which the students 
designed the orthosis, was organized and 
directed by United Middle School STEM 
teacher Cristina Mendoza.

Ms. C. Mendoza’s 6th grade USTEM Class 
proudly displays their orthosis projects.

Cindy Ramos

A native of Laredo, Texas, singer/
songwriter Cindy Ramos grew up 
immersed in Conjunto and Tejano music. 
She began her musical journey at the 
age of 12, performing in social events 
including family functions and various 
celebrations. At the age of 15, she 
began her official musical career as lead 
vocalist for The Riverside Band. Here, 
she gained both stage presence and 
basic techniques of vocal ability. Later, 
this experience would ultimately lead to 
an audition to join Grupo Inocencia. As 
part of Grupo Inocencia, she traveled and 
performed across the country in various 
events. In 2014 she would form her own 
band, Cindy Ramos Y Exclusivo. In 2016, 
going just by Cindy Ramos, she released 
her first Tejano album entitled “Quiero 
Ser” produced by musical icon Lorenzo 
“Papo” Banda. This album included six 
original songs written by Cindy. It also 
included several selections that topped 
the charts, as was the popular “Siempre 
Tuya.” Her performances at various 
Tejano Music Awards Fan Fairs have 
been met with excitement and interest 
from both fans and fellow musicians. 
Revamping her musical style in 2018, 
Cindy began writing once again as 

preparation for her new conjunto album 
and hand-picked six covers from various 
artists that she explains “originated” her 
love for Conjunto music as a child. 

Now, as a conjunto artist, Cindy 
Ramos initiated 2019 with a hit single 
“Toma Mi Corazoncito” from her new 
conjunto album entitled “Inicios,” which 
is set to release by the end of October 
2019. “Toma Mi Corazoncito” has already 
earned her an award at the 2019 South 
Texas Conjunto Association Awards for 
“Best Crossover Artist of The Year.” 
Recently, Ramos has been garnered a 
nomination for “Best New Artist” at the 
Tejano Music Awards taking place in San 
Antonio, Texas in November.

Cindy Ramos is a Texas A & M 
International University graduate and 
possesses a degree in Interdisciplinary 
Studies in Bilingual Education. Her 
teaching experience includes 18 years 
in the classroom and with the United 
Independent School District. Today, she is 
a 3rd grade teacher/Pathfinder at Bonnie 
L. Garcia Elementary School.  

SOMETHING 
ABOUT



“YOU GAIN STRENGTH, COURAGE, AND CONFIDENCE BY EVERY 
EXPERIENCE IN WHICH YOU REALLY STOP TO LOOK FEAR IN THE FACE.”

Eleanor Roosevelt

Roosevelt Elementary School Celebrates their Support Staff
On October 2, 2019, F. 
D. Roosevelt Elementary 
School honored the men 
and women, who make sure 
- all the behind-the-scene 
work is done in order for the 
business of the school day to 
run smoothly and efficiently.  
On National Custodial 
Workers’ Recognition 
Day, the faculty, staff and 
students took a pause to 
show appreciation for our 
hard-working custodians 
and cafeteria ladies.  We 
presented them with 
heartfelt banners, cards and 
small tokens of appreciation.  
We thank these dedicated 
individuals, for their 
steadfast support and the 
outstanding job they carry 
out with a willing disposition.

Pictured from left to right: Maria Ramos, Patricia De Luna, Rosalia Montelongo, Martin 
Rodriguez and Guillermo Mejia.

Pictured from left to right: Nora Garcia, Angelica Fernandez de Castillo, Ana Gamez, 
Alma Cardenas, Gloria Aguilar, Nohelia Villalobos, Sylvia Sanchez, Estefana Gallardo, 
Emma Ibarra and Graciela Flores de Zaragoza.
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UNITED ISD FINE ARTS HOSTS MARCHING BAND FESTIVAL 

Congratulations to all the bands that competed at 
the United ISD Marching Band Festival. A total of 8 
high school bands from across South Texas took part 
in this musical competition.  The festival took place at 
the Bill Johnson Student Activity Complex on Saturday, 
October 5.  Judges included Anthony Gonzales, Trevor 
Braselton, Keith Lancaster, Ashley Ledezma, and Robert 
Lopez.  

Stay tuned for more exciting band competition 
news, as the Music Region XIV will be hosting the UIL 
Marching Band Contest on Saturday, October 19th at 
the SAC.  An exhibition performance will be performed 
by the Texas A&M Kingsville “Javalina” Marching Band. 
Gates open at 9:00 am. 

1st Place John B. Alexander High school Band accompanied by UISD 
Administration, Joe Almazan, Admissions Director, Gloria Rendon, 
Associate Superintendent, and Javier Vera, Fine Arts Director.

2nd Place United High School accompanied by UISD Administration, 
Javier Vera, Fine Arts Director, and Gloria Rendon, Associate 
Superintendent.

4th Place; United South High School accompanied by UISD 
Administration, Javier Vera, Fine Arts Director, and Gloria 
Rendon, Associate Superintendent.

5th Place; Lyndon B. Johnson High School.

Best overall:
1st - J. B. Alexander HS
2nd - United HS
3rd - Nixon HS
4th - United South HS
5th - Lyndon B. Johnson HS

Caption Awards:
Best Colorguard:
United South
High School

Best Percussion:
J. B. Alexander
High School



UNITED ISD FINE ARTS HOSTS MARCHING BAND FESTIVAL 

October 2019 Youths Of The Month Honored
by Border Patrol and Local Sponsors

This year, the United States Border Patrol Laredo Sector is 
commemorating over three decades of celebrating the 

achievements of some of Laredo’s finest high school students. 
On October 9, 2019, four United ISD high school students 
shared Youth of the Month honors with their peers from other 
public and private high schools. Youth of the Month recognizes 
the accomplishments of high school students who excel in 
academics and volunteer for projects that help our community. 
Honorees are nominated for the recognition by their educators. 
United South High School hosted this months’ celebration.

Pictured from left to right: Juan Esparza, 
United High School; Kedim Martinez-Ceja, 
United South High School; Jeanette Lam, 
Johnson High School; Gabriel Cisneros, 
Alexander High School. Back Row: Javier 
Vera, United ISD Fine Arts Director; Adriana 
Ramirez, United South High School Principal, 
and nominating educators Maria Luis 
Garza, United South High School, Paula 
Aria, Johnson High School, and Sylvia Yela, 
Alexander High School.




