
Greetings, United ISD Employees.

November is finally here and for many of 
you, that means spending quality time with 
your loved ones.  In just a few short weeks, 
we will be celebrating Thanksgiving, along 
with a well-deserved break.

This Saturday, we will be holding our annual 
Parent Learning Summit. The learning 
sessions and guest speakers are a great way 
for parents to help their children flourish, 
both academically and personally. Year after 
year, parents continue to flock to this event 
in droves because employees like you make 
it informative, fun, and worthy of their time. 
I encourage you all to stop by and attend a 
few sessions.

Lastly, I would like to thank you all for the 
dedication that you show our students, day 
in and day out.  We are an A-Rated district 
for the second year in a row because of 
employees like you.  Once again, thank you 
for all that you do.

Warm Regards,

Roberto J. Santos
Superintendent

Monday, November 4th

I N S I D E R
the  week ly

Recently, Lyndon B. Johnson High School Biology teacher Ms. Cynthia Gallardo and 
her students were invited to the Webb County Soil and Water Conservation District 

Field Day in collaboration with the US Department of Agriculture. Additionally, several 
guest speakers from the US Department of Agriculture, agriculturalists, soil specialists, 
and agriculture scientists presented. Students were invited to see the 5 Principles of 
Soil Health & Rainfall Simulator Demo and ask questions about ongoing research. 
Students did a great job of applying what they learned in the classroom through 
research and agriculture. Ms. Gallardo was also awarded the Conservation Teacher of 
the Year Award by Webb Soil & Water Conservation District #337. Ms. Gallardo would 
like to thank Mr. Armando Salazar, LBJ HS Principal; Ms. Yesenia Sandoval, ECHS 
Dean; Mr. Timothy McHugh, Vice Principal; Ms. Lucille Gonzalez, Science Coordinator; 
and Masi Mejia, East Foundation Educator, for their support. For more information 
on the program, please contact Flavio Garza at flavio.garza@usda.gov or Jo Dale 
Zimmerman at JoDale.Zimmerman@tx.nacdnet.net. 

Roberto “Bobby” Cruz recently joined the American 
Cancer Society to raise funds in the crusade to help 

raise awareness about breast cancer. The Real Men Wear 
Pink campaign raises funds to conduct research, provide 
education on early detection, and provide crucial and much-
needed patient programs. Some of these programs include 
free rides to treatment, comfort items during treatment, or 
places to stay when treatment is far from home. Cruz led 
the pack as the top fundraiser of this year’s initiative and 
raised over $6,000.00 for the American Cancer Society. 
Congratulations and a big thanks to Coach Bobby Cruz for 
being a leader in the fight against breast cancer.

Lyndon B. Johnson Biology Students  
Attend Soil and Water Conservation District 

& USDA Conservation Awards

United ISD Athletics Director Bobby 
Cruz Leads Real Men Wear  

Pink Campaign as Top Fundraiser



T.M.S. Principal Leticia Menchaca kicked off the celebration with a personal greeting for each special
student! 

Kazen elementary teacher honorees!
L-R: Mrs. Patricia Morales, Ms. Virginia Garcia,
Mrs. Monica Gonzalez, and Ms. Alma Lopez

To celebrate Breast Cancer Awareness Month, Kazen Elementary held its second annual Survivor 
Parade and Rally to commemorate the lives of four teachers who have overcome and survived the 
ailment. In the days leading up to the rally, parent volunteers decorated the survivors’ classroom 
doors. They invited students, their families, and faculty/staff to bring photos of any loved ones 
who have or have had breast cancer. Those images were posted on a designated Honor Wall and 
will remain on display until the end of the month. Pink ribbons and balloons accented indoor and 
outdoor areas of the campus. Students participated in a festive parade led by two classic vehicles, 
courtesy of Mr. Jose Gonzalez and his wife, Mrs. Esther Gonzalez. All in all, it was an excellent way 
for the Kazen Elementary family to unite and celebrate the lives of four extraordinary teachers.  

Trautmann Middle Celebrates Down Syndrom Awareness Month
 October is National Down Syndrome Awareness Month, so Trautmann Middle School (T.M.S.), 
organized a gala for their Down Syndrome students. The ensuing festival, parade, and music by the 
T.M.S. band elicited smiles and laughter from the honorees. “It is very heartening to see all this love
and support for our Down Syndrome students. Everyone at this campus celebrates their abilities. We
also value and honor them for who they are”, said Leticia Menchaca, Principal.

Kazen Elementary Holds Second Annual 
Breast Cancer Survivor Rally/Parade



United High School’s Mighty Longhorn Band Wind Ensemble has been selected to perform at Music 
for All’s National Concert Band Festival in Indianapolis, Indiana.  The Longhorn Wind Ensemble was 
chosen through a rigorous audition process, which included vying against hundreds of bands across 
the nation.  The musicians will have the opportunity to perform in world-renowned music halls 
before icons in the music industry.  The three-day clinic will take place March 12-14, 2020 at Butler 
University with performances at Palladium Center, St. John Catholic Church, and the Warren 
Performing Arts Center.  The students will not only be performing for  musical icons in their fields, 
but they will also attend workshops with the musical greats, as well.  Congratulations to the United 
High School Wind Ensemble for earning such an esteemed honor.

Recently, Junior Achievement of Laredo held a 
press conference at Ruiz Elementary to announce 
sponsorship of the elementary school.  Mr. Bill 
Green, Junior Achievement Executive Board 
Member, facilitated the grant that made this 
sponsorship possible.  As per the sponsorship, 
Lyndon B. Johnson High School’s Texas 
Association of Future Educators (TAFE) program 
will mentor students at Ruiz Elementary on 
gaining life skills and financial responsibility.  The 
LBJ TAFE students include Ruth Chavez, Daniela 
Vargas, April Chavez, Lizbeth Chavez, Mariana 
Garcia, Joan Reynero, and Montseratt Texis, and 
club sponsors Nina Gamez and Cesar Llano.  

UHS Mighty Longhorn Band Wind Ensemble
Selected to Perform at National Concert Band Festival

Junior Achievement Sponsors Ruiz Elementary



Carving pumpkins is an annual Halloween tradition celebrated and enjoyed by the Special Needs 
Students of Matias De Llano Elementary School. Dozens of children carved pumpkins with United 
ISD Police Officer Csehy, who started this fun-filled activity four years ago.  It is truly a magical 
experience for the students as it allows them the opportunity to engage in Halloween fun by 
stimulating learning and creativity.  The final pumpkin masterpieces will be displayed at the entrance 
of the school.  

The Muller elementary school Pumpkin Patch Contest allows students to showcase their creativity by 
selecting a book and rendering characters using an assortment of pumpkins and recycled materials. 
Teachers and faculty assist students in developing the individual set pieces. This year’s entries had 
as inspiration the works of Dr. Seuss. They were evaluated and scored by United ISD librarians, 
Curriculum & Instruction administrators, former educators, and guest judges from our community. 
The contest is designed to encourage students to read as part of the district’s accelerated reading 
program. 

Pumpkin Carving Fun With Officer Csehy

Muller Elementary Pumpkin Patch Contest Winners!

1st Place score - 137 Pts. “If I Ran the 
Circus” by 4th grade students

Teachers: Nora Aguilar, Jessica Bravo-
Bañuelos, Maricela Casiano, Elizabeth 
Garza, Tina Padilla, Maria Romero & 
Nelda Reyna. Teacher Assistant: Magaly 
Lozano

2nd Place Score - 126 Pts. “The Cat in 
the Hat” by Kinder students

Teachers: Clarissa Guardiola, Jessica 
Salgado, Erica Sanchez, Niria Mounetou, 
Kimberly Lopez & Julia Cantu. 
Teacher Assistant: Dafne Saldaña

3rd Place Score - 122 Pts. “Green Eggs and Ham” by 
1st grade students

Teachers: Lourdes Lara, Pamela San Miguel, Talina 
Espinoza, Florence Garcia, Araceli Cortez & Patricia 
Mancha. Teacher Assistant: Virginia Mendoza



United ISD proudly announces that David Gonzalez, a 
senior at United High School, has been announced as a 
Semifinalist in the 65th annual National Merit Scholarship 
Program (NMSP). Gonzalez is one of only 16,000 
Semifinalists who will have the opportunity to pursue 
7,600 National Merit Scholarships worth more than 31 
million that will be offered next spring. To be considered 
for a Merit Scholarship award, Semifinalists must fulfill 
several requirements to advance to the Finalist level of the 
competition. To become a Finalist, the Semifinalist and a 
high school official must submit a detailed application which 
includes an academic record along with documentation that 
corroborates their participation in school and civic activities. 
The application also requires a description of leadership 
abilities and honors received by the candidate.

Recently, Junior Achievement of Laredo held a press conference at San Isidro Elementary to 
announce sponsorship of the elementary school. Mr. Blackstone Dilworth, owner, and Chairman of 
San Isidro Development, facilitated the grant that made this sponsorship possible. As per the aid, 
the United High School’s Texas Association of Future Educators (TAFE) program will mentor students 
at San Isidro Elementary on gaining life skills and financial responsibility.

United High School Senior Attains Semifinalist Status in National 
Merit Scholarship Program

Junior Achievement Sponsors San Isidro Elementary



Kazen Elementary, in collaboration 
with IBC Bank, held their annual 
grand opening of Kazenopolis.  The 
opening of IBC Bank, along with 
other community partners, gives the 
students a hands-on experience in 
learning financial responsibility, as well 
as an introduction to roles in civil and 
community leadership.  IBC Bank is 
part of a “mini metropolis” created 
in Kazen Elementary each year.  The 
students are hired to do jobs within 
the mini metropolis to gain real world 
experience and learn what it takes to 
become an active member of society.  
These jobs include a security guard, 

a cashier, Vice-President, President, Border Patrol Agents, Postal Service workers, and various other 
members of the community.  Kazen Elementary principal, Monica Arriaga, would like to thank IBC for 
once again assisting in giving her students the opportunity to enrich their learning experience.  

Students deposit their money at the Kazenopolis IBC Bank 
while tellers process their transactions

Farmers sell their plants to the citizens of Kazenopolis.  
Pictured, from left to right:  Ms. Martha Escamilla, 
Damian Camacho, Shelby Regalado, Ellie Almaguer, and 
Ellie Martinez.

Kazen Elementary Commemorates Grand Opening of
Kazenopolis 2019-2020 with Ribbon Cutting

KAZEN ELEMENTARY
LIONS - Navy, Blue, & Orange



Muller elementary school staff organized a Kindness Day for all students. Activities included a rally 
and a parade through the campus’ corridors. “The event was held to reinforce the significance of 
being kind and thoughtful-and to communicate that even one small acts of kindness can make a 
positive difference for self and others” said Mayra Ramirez, Principal 

Muller Elementary Promotes 
Kindness and “No Bullying”



Perez Elementary
Celebrates Drug Prevention Week

Dr. Sigifredo Perez Elementary

ROADRUNNERS

Best Roadrunner Citizen Award
at Perez Elementary




