
Greetings UISD Employees,

Welcome to United ISD’s 2019-2020 
School Year!   We are very excited for 
another year to begin and it is our hope 
that you are too!  This Wednesday, 
August 14th, we welcome over 43,000 
students to United ISD. We want them 
and their parents to feel welcomed and 
feel a sense of belonging in our District.  
On this day also, we expect great news 
from the Texas Education Agency---
United ISD will officially receive its A 
Rating for a second consecutive year. 
This rating does not come by chance 
but through a purposeful plan of action 
and through all of our employees’ hard 
work and dedication.  Thank you all for 
ensuring the success of our students 
and our District. 

We want to start this new school year 
with a fresh look and a new format for 
our employee newsletter. This week, 
we introduce “The Weekly Insider,” 
which will be delivered straight to your 
inbox every Monday. We want to make 
sure that the information provided to 
you is timely so that you are able to 
keep up with all the awesome events 
and student/employee achievements 
throughout the District. This newsletter 
would not be possible without your 
help; therefore, we kindly ask that 
you provide our Communications 
Department with information about the 
great events taking place at your school 
or department.  

Best regards.

Roberto J. Santos
Superintendent

Monday, August 12th

The Trautmann Middle School 
Honors Band advanced to the 
Texas Music Educators Association 
(TMEA) Honor Band State level 
for the third time in a row.  It is 
the fifth time in the history of 
the school that the TMS Honors 
Band has advanced to this 
competition. TMEA hosts the 
State Competition each year and 
begins the contest by allowing 
bands from across the state the 
opportunity to submit a recording 
of their 2019 UIL Concert 
Evaluation performance pieces.  
 
A panel of five judges from all 
over the state listened to entries 
from schools across Texas. The 
TMS Honors Band received first-
place votes from all five judges 
and was selected to advance to 
the Area level.  On June 19th at 
the Area competition, another set 
of judges listened to a recording 
of every band that advanced 
and Trautmann Middle Honors 
once again received unanimous 

first-place votes from all 
five judges, thus advancing to the 
State level competition.
On July 25th, a panel of 
five judges auditioned the 
TMS Honors Band recording at 
the State Competition in San 
Antonio. United ISD is proud 
to report that the TMS Honors 
Band earned ninth place out 
of 16 Class CCC middle school 
bands statewide! Trautmann 
Middle School Honors band is the 
only band in Laredo to reach this 
level of competition and receive 
the honor of TMEA State Honor 
Band for 2019-20.
Congratulations to the Trautmann 
Middle School Band! The 
Trautmann Middle School Honors 
Band is under the direction of 
Jorge L. Garcia, Band Director and 
Mr. Cristian Lira, Assistant Band 
Director. 



INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Recently, United ISD hosted 
a press conference to 

announce the start of the 
2019- 2020 school year; and 
to remind everyone that the 
first day of class is August 
14, 2019. The occasion was 
also used to recognize J.C. 
Penney for donating 10,000 
IZOD school uniforms. Also, 
Costco Wholesale is donating 
700 Backpacks. District 
administrators thanked both 
companies on behalf of the 
United ISD Board of Trustees 
for their generosity for many 
years.  Local law enforcement 
agencies received an appraisal 
for working closely with District 
Police to enhance safety and 
vigilance at all United ISD 
campuses, offices, and facilities. 

United ISD revealed a new 
campaign, “Three simple words 
that tell our story but most 
importantly tells our community 
what we care about. The 
expectations that we have of 
our students and, last but not 
least, their outcomes,” said 
Associate Superintendent of 

Administration, Mrs. Gloria S. 
Rendon. U-Belong, U-Evolve, 
U-Achieve at United ISD!
Belong: Since 1961, UISD 
has excelled in providing all 
of its students with superior 
public school education. Our 
teachers and administrators 
collaborate daily to help 
students reach their maximum 
potential in academics, sports, 
the fine arts, and specialized 
programs. As an inclusive 
District, UISD has long 
acknowledged that a sense of 
belonging is proportional to a 
student’s attention and effort 
in class, completion of learning 
activities, and overall success. To 
that end, our teachers work hard 
to create and maintain nurturing 
learning environments that 
foster a sense of cooperation 
and acceptance among 
students. 
Evolve: UISD’s curriculum 
structure between grades k-12 is 
implemented with continuity 
in mind. That continuity is 
vital as students progress to 
higher grade levels and face 
increasingly complex academic 

challenges. The ultimate goal 
is to help students develop 
21st-Century skills that lead to a 
lifetime of success. The skill sets 
include but are not limited to 
collaboration, communication, 
literacy skills, and critical 
thinking skills. 
Achieve: As the largest A-rated 
school district in the state 
with unique demographics, 
UISD serves over 43,000 
students who are 98.8 percent 
Hispanic, 75.4 percent 
economically disadvantaged, 
and 36.1 percent English 
learners. Despite these 
challenges, UISD students 
perform exceptionally well 
on state-mandated and 
standardized assessments. The 
District boasts a 94.7 percent 
graduation rate for 2018-well 
above the region, state, and 
national level for the eighth year 
in a row. We prove over and 
over again that our students 
achieve, our employees achieve, 
and our District achieves.



Reducing Teacher Stress:

The Powell Watson Motor 
Auto Group hosted a press 
conference to announce their 
5th consecutive lead
sponsorship for the United 
ISD Golf ‘Fore’ Scholars 
Tournament. During the press 
conference, owners Jonathan 
Watson and Michael Powell 
presented a $15,000 check to 
get this year’s fundraising effort 
underway. The company will 
also provide golfers with two 
hole-in-one opportunities to win 
a new automobile. This year’s 
golf fundraiser will take place 
on Saturday, October 12, 
2019, at the Max A. Mandel 
Municipal Golf Course located 
at 27700 Mines Road (FM1472). 
Tee-off time is at 8:30 a.m. The 
event, coordinated through 
the United ISD Athletics 
Department, is a three-person 
scramble (adult), tournament.  
All proceeds from the 
event will be utilized to provide 
scholarships for college-bound 
students from all four United ISD 
high schools.
“On behalf of the United 

ISD Board of Trustees, I wish 
to thank Powell Watson 
for advocating for our 
students. Their contributions 
over the years have eased 
financial challenges for 
hundreds of students who 
aspire to begin their college 
studies upon graduation from 
high school. We’re also grateful 
that they support the efforts 
of our educators who work 
diligently with students and 
their parents,” said United 
ISD Superintendent Roberto 
J. Santos. For co-sponsorship 
reservations, team sign-ups 
and general information, 
please call Mr. Bobby Cruz, 
United ISD Athletics Director, 
at 473-7100. Special thanks 
to the Lyndon B. Johnson 
High School Cheerleaders, 
Dreamcatcher officers, drum-
line, mascot and student council 
officers for lending their talents 
and assistance to the press 
conference.

Mr. Enriquez is the mastermind 
behind United ISD’s first-ever 
theme song. Enriquez has been 
part of UISD’s family for 21 years. 
As a member of Kennedy-Zapata’s 
community, he devotes himself 
to the children he serves as their 
music teacher. Even though 
Mr. Enriquez, to this day, works 
with A-list celebrities such as 
Luis Miguel and Eva Longoria, 
and has two Grammy Award 
nominations, he finds his greatest 
joy in teaching. Jerry took on the 
challenge of composing what we 
proudly call UISD’s new campaign 
theme song, and we are thrilled 
with the result!

Share laughter with your 
students. Find small ways to 
not take yourself so seriously. 
For instance, have a joke 
of the day, sing silly songs, 
have a laughing contest, and 
celebrate birthdays.

UISD and Powell Watson Motor Group 
Announce 5th Annual Golf Fundraiser


