Greetings

United ISD Hosts Dedication
Ceremony for San Isidro Elementary

United ISD Employees,
October is always an exciting month in our “A Rated
District.” From the excitement of football and volleyball
games, cross country races, and the melodious sounds of
the band competitions, students and staff are working
persistently at thriving, not only in fields and courts, but in
the classrooms as well. As an educator, this brings me great
joy because everything we work toward is evident in each
and every one of our students.
Most recently, the District held a ribbon cutting ceremony
to formally introduce San Isidro Elementary School, United
ISD’s 29th elementary campus, to our community. We
congratulate Dr. Myrtha Villarreal, San Isidro’s Principal,
for serving as the campus instructional leader and setting
high standards for her students and staff members. Later
this month, John B. Alexander 9th Grade Campus will hold
its own ribbon cutting ceremony to honor the school’s first
year. The opening of new schools is always an extremely
gratifying occasion as we continue to build state of the art
facilities so that our students can continue to flourish.
This month also brings another exciting event to our
District. We are thrilled to welcome over 25 high school
bands from all over south Texas to the District 6-A UIL Area G
Marching Contest. An event of this magnitude is the perfect
place for our students and our district to shine. I invite
everyone to attend the event and witness the incredible
talents of our high school bands. The event will be held at
our Johnson Activity Complex on October 27th. The top
3-4 bands placing at this event will have the opportunity to
advance to the State Band Competition.

The success of our students does not end once
they graduate. As such, I would like to encourage
everyone to acknowledge the accomplishments
of outstanding alumni by nominating them for
our League of Legends Award. If you would
like to recognize a former student who has
made an impact in their field of work or in their
community, please complete the application
which can be found on our website.
In closing, the success of our district depends
on every single employee of the District and
not only on the students and teachers. Your
commitment to excellence is evident in the many
successes we’ve had these first two months of
this school year and are on display in this month’s
Insider. I want to thank you for your hard work
and dedication to our children.
Kind Regards,

Roberto J. Santos
Superintendent of Schools

Campus, District, and community members gathered for a ribbon cutting ceremony to
celebrate the opening of San Isidro Elementary School. The campus, located at 11021 Bucky
Houdman Blvd, was built with monies from United ISD School Bond 2013. Leading the
celebration were United ISD Board Members, Superintendent Roberto J. Santos, and Principal
Dr. Myrtha Villarreal. The campus was built on a 10-acre tract of land donated by Mr. Blackstone
Dilworth. Mr. Dilworth is a prominent businessman who ventures in ranching, multi-use real
estate development, communication, tower development, and other industries.

Pictured from left to right: United
ISD Superintendent of Schools,
Roberto J. Santos; Assistant
Principal, Brenda Martinez;
Principal, Dr. Myrtha Villarreal;
United ISD Board Trustee, Javier
Montemayor, Jr.; and Associate
Superintendent of Administration,
Gloria S. Rendon celebrating San
Isidro Elementary’s Dedication.

San Isidro Elementary School encompasses over 104,000
square feet in a single story building. The campus is built
to serve approximately 950 students. The main entrance
incorporates a security station manned by district police
officers who also monitor the day-to-day activities. The four
corners of the school are anchored by the community-friendly
library, computer lab, cafeteria, and gymnasium, which also
acts as a stage for school events and performances. Over 45
classrooms overlook an enclosed courtyard or the surrounding
campus, including 28 standard classrooms, 16 early education
classrooms, 2 special education classrooms, 2 state-of-the-art
computer labs, a multi-purpose room, a science classroom, and
a music room, as well. An exterior play yard houses a playscape
for younger students. The central courtyard houses an outdoor
amphitheater, which acts as an exterior teaching laboratory.
“We look forward to
celebrating the successes of
many students who have begun
their educational journey here
at San Isidro,” said Dr. Villarreal.

Pictured from left to right: Assoc. Supt. of Human Resources,
David Garcia; Executive Dir. of Technology, Hector Perez; United
ISD Superintendent of Schools, Roberto J. Santos; Assoc. Supt. of
Administration, Gloria S. Rendon; Principal, Dr. Myrtha Villarreal; United
ISD Board Trustee, Javier Montemayor, Jr.; Assoc. Supt. of C&I David
Gonzalez; Assoc. Supt. of Support Services, Eduardo Zuñiga; Asst. Supt.
of Admin. and Support Services, Mike Garza; Asst. Supt. of Business &
Finance, Laida Benavides; and Asst. Supt. of Facilities and Construction,
Enrique Rangel celebrating San Isidro Elementary School’s Dedication.

United Middle School STEM Academy
Students Present “Foot Orthosis” Designs

After two weeks of research and three classes to complete Project Lead
the Way, United Middle School Science Technology, Engineering and
Math (USTEM), 6th grade students presented their foot orthosis designs
to three Physician Assistants from Laredo Sports Medicine for evaluation.
The challenge was to create a foot orthosis for a child with cerebral palsy
within specific parameters. Project Lead the Way was organized and
directed by United Middle School STEM teacher Cristina Mendoza.

Pictured: United Middle School
STEM students modeling their
“Foot Orthosis” designs.

Pictured from left to right: United Middle
School 6th grade STEM Academy
Students; Irene Esparza, PA-C; Mayra
Cordova, PA-C; and Alexa Medrano,
PA-C from Laredo Sport Medicine Clinic;
Cristina Mendoza, 6th grade STEM
Academy teacher; Rebecca Morales,
UMS Principal; and Carlos Ramirez, UMS
Assistant Principal.

Centeno Grandparent’s Day

Pictured: Grandparents enjoy quality reading time with their granddaughter.

In September, Centeno Elementary
held a 16 de Septiembre themed
celebration in honor of Grandparent’s
Day. Grandparents were invited to
read to their grandchildren in their
classrooms while having cookies
and punch. Students, staff, and
grandparents dressed in traditional
Mexican attire and listened to music
from the movie Coco.

Students at Centeno Elementary reading with their grandparents.

BUCKS

Precious Panthers Garden Groundbreaking
Pictured from left to right:
Cynthia Ramirez, United
ISD Executive Director
for Special Education;
Roberto J. Herrera; Adriana
Ramirez, USHS Principal;
Ariana Sanchez; and Maria
Sandoval, Adaptive P.E.
Coach after official Garden
Groundbreaking.

Fourth Annual United ISD Golf Tournament
Raises Funds for College Bound Graduates!
2 018
On October 13, 2018 United ISD and title sponsor Powell Watson Auto
Group hosted the Districts’ fourth annual Golf Tournament “FORE” Our
Students event at the Max A. Mandel Municipal Golf Course. The sold-out
event welcomed 40 three-man scramble teams to play 18 rounds of golf to
benefit United ISD’s annual scholarship program. As title sponsor, Powell
Watson donated $15,000 to initiate the tournament, and offered two hole
in one opportunities to win new automobiles.

LAREDO, TEXAS
Following a breakfast sponsored by Patria International Office Supply, golfers
loaded up their carts and shuttled to their starting positions for an 8:30 a.m.
tee-off. The day was fully enjoyed by the golfers who played hard to prevail
as one of the top three teams. Throughout the tournament, Farmers Insurance
agent Karen Alfaro and family distributed water to the players on the course.
OFFICIAL TITLE SPON
SOR O
Cougar Bus Lines sponsored a post-game lunch, and the day concluded with the
announcement of the winners and a drawing for door prizes.
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United South High School hosted a
groundbreaking ceremony to celebrate
the start of construction of the Precious
Panthers Reading and Vegetable
Garden. Lowe’s Home Improvement
Store awarded the school with a $4,000
grant to cover the costs. The Precious
Panthers (special needs students) will
have the opportunity to work together
with general education students to
learn skills in gardening, planting, and
harvesting fruit trees and vegetables.

Adaptive P.E. Coach Maria Sandoval initiated
this project with one goal in mind-to provide her
students with a meaningful life activity, one that
would provide them with not only a skill but also with
inclusionary opportunities to forge lasting bonds of
friendship and acceptance. United South High School
FFA and Vocational Teachers Jose Barrera and Carlos
Lozano were recognized for their significant role in
making this day a reality for our students.

1st place winners: J.J. Gomez,
Daniel Gomez and Doug Gates Jr.

“This garden will be a place to begin building bridges to a
better understanding and acceptance of each individual’s unique
gifts and to promote compassion and unconditional love,” said
Cynthia Ramirez, Executive Director for Special Education.
Adriana Ramirez, School Principal stated, “ I look forward
to the coming months when our Precious Panthers and all
participating students will reap the fruits of their labor.”

2nd place winners: Javier Valverde,
Juan Botello, and Frank De Hoyos

K Y O U!

Closest to the Pin:
Rolando Yzaguirre

United ISD Superintendent Roberto J. Santos attended the
tournament and thanked the sponsors and players who made the
event a grand success. United ISD Athletic Director Bobby Cruz
coordinated the event. “It was a great day of golf for everyone,
and we’re thankful to the sponsors and participants who came
out to support this fundraiser for our students,” said Cruz. All
proceeds will be used to help select Class of 2019 United ISD
graduates with $1,000 college scholarships.

3rd place winners: Rafa Vargas,
David Smith and Harold DeVally

Freedom Elementary Accelerated Reader
Kick-Off Celebrates Student Reading!

UNITED HS 9TH GRADE CAMPUS TEEN
READ WEEK AUTHOR MARY LINDSEY

Pictured from left to right: Creative Writing Teacher Ms. L. Salinas,
Creative Writing Teacher Mrs. A. Rodriguez, Author Mary Lindsey,
Creative Writing Teacher Miss. G. Enriquez, Librarian Mrs. L. Moncivais.

United High School 9th Grade Campus kicked
off Teen Read Week with an author visit from Mary
Lindsey on Tuesday, Oct. 8th. Mrs. Lindsey is an
author of romance who has written four young adult
novels: Shattered Souls, Ashes on the Waves, Fragile
Spirits, and her latest work, Haven.

Pictured: Freedom Elementary staff members
and students had fun with Clown Bolitas
during their Accelerated Reader kick-off!

Freedom Elementary school used their annual
Library Accelerated Reader Kick-Off Day to reward
students for meeting and exceeding their reading
quotas. Last year, Freedom elementary circulated
over 78,000 book and became the top school in the
District for number of e-books read by students. This
year, they plan to surpass their current record. Clown
Bolitas was on hand to keep them motivated for the
new school year. “We want our students to utilize all of
our great library resources. Lifetime readers are lifetime
learners”, said librarian Analine Johnson.

Besides introducing her books to the students,
Mrs. Lindsey spoke to Creative Writing classes
about the writing, editing, and publishing process.
Students took inspiration from listening to her story
about how she became an author, how her children
motivate her writing and the ideas that stimulate
her creativity to write.

Overall, Mary Lindsey influenced students to never
give up on what they think they’re not capable of doing,
which gave them hope to succeed in their future.
Mrs. Moncivais, UHS 9th librarian, would like to
personally thank Pat Anderson from Overlooked books,
Author Mary Lindsey, and the Creative Writing Teachers:
G. Enriquez, A. Rodriguez, and L. Salinas. Thank you for
making this event a great success!

Additionally, Lindsey promoted
punctuality and gave students advice on
how to deal with any kind of criticism.
She also encouraged students to practice
innovative thinking and she further
emphasized the significance of taking
creative writing classes, which encouraged
them to find a purpose in their writing.
Author Mary Lindsey addresses
the students at UHS 9TH.

United ISD VITA Program Earns Accolade from IRS

United ISD’s Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA) program was recognized
by Mr. Juan Carrizales during a recent press
conference held at the SAC auditorium.
Carrizales is a Senior IRS Consultant who
has worked with the VITA program since its
inception at the District. VITA provides free
income tax preparation services for families
who have household incomes under $54,000.
United ISD Career and Technical Education
(CTE) students who have been trained and
certified to prepare basic tax returns for
low to moderate-income families execute
all volunteer tax preparation. Last year, the
combined effort of VITA student volunteers
at United ISD’s four high schools yielded 4.3
million tax refund dollars from 1,662 returns. Pictured: VITA student volunteers from United High School, United South High
School, John B. Alexander High School, and Lyndon B. Johnson High School.

Mr. Juan Carrizales, Senior IRS Consultant under the
Stakeholder Education and Communications Division (center,)
congratulated United ISD’s VITA Program for completing 1,662
family tax returns and obtaining 4.3 million dollars in refunds for
local families.
“These numbers are impressive, and the students who prepared
the returns should be very proud of what they have done to help
others. I have received numerous inquiries from other school
districts that want to know how they can duplicate the success of
United ISD’s VITA program”, he continued.

Superintendent Roberto J. Santos
praised the efforts of VITA administrators,
teachers, trainers, site coordinators,
and students who have invested their
personal time to help others. “On behalf
of the Board of Trustees, I congratulate
our CTE students and support staff. The
no-cost services they provide to our
community is invaluable”, said Santos.

Los Obispos Middle School Breaks
Ground For New Vegetable Garden!

Youth of the Month September 2018

Recently, Los Obispos
Middle School held a groundbreaking ceremony for a new
vegetable garden. The garden
was prepared and seeded
by advanced seventh grade
science students, teachers and
administrators. Inspiration for
the new garden came from
United ISD’s district-wide Learn,
Grow, Eat and Go initiative.
Principal Jessica Salazar
said that the exercise
allowed students to combine
their knowledge with
real life skills. “Students
have taken what they have
learned in the classroom and
applied it to the planting and
growing process. This exercise
also gives them a deeper
understanding of the science
behind plant classification,
plant parts, seed propagation
and more”, she added.

For over 30 years the Laredo Sector Border Patrol
has recognized local high school students who
exemplify good character, stellar grades, and the
fortitude to help create a better community with
their Youth of the Month. This new school year is
no different. United ISD is proud to present the first
four outstanding Youth of September, Robert Leza,
Jr. from John B. Alexander High School; Katheleen
Chavez, from Lyndon B. Johnson High School;
Alejandro Xavier Alaniz, from United High School;
and Jenifer Velasquez, from United South High
School. United High School hosted the ceremony.

Pictured from left to right: Mr. Javier Vera, Director
of Fine Arts; Mr. Enrique Alvarado, teacher at
USHS; Jenifer Velasquez, USHS recipient; Erika
Vigil, teacher at LBJ High School; Katheleen
Chavez, LBJ Recipient; Vanessa Ramirez, Teacher
at JBAHS; Robert Leza, Jr., JBAHS recipient;
Alejandro Xavier Alaniz, UHS recipient; and his
nominating teacher Teena Arcienega.

United ISD Celebrates
Physical Therapist
Recognition Month

George Washington Middle School
Library Receives Grant from the
Dollar General Literacy Foundation
The Dollar General Literacy Foundation
recently awarded the George Washington
Middle School (GWMS), Library a $2000 grant
to support youth literacy. Awarded annually
at the beginning of the academic school year,
the grant helps to support teachers, schools
and nonprofit organizations throughout the
44 states that Dollar General serves.
The grant will be used to purchase more audio
books for the GWMS library collection to help
build a stronger literary foundation for struggling
readers. “The audio books help them follow along
as they listen to the story. Our goal at GWMS is
to build stronger readers. Thanks to the Dollar
General Literary Foundation Grant Award we will
be able to meet our goals,” said librarian Laura
Gonzalez-Ortiz.

The United ISD Directors of the Special Education Department honored their Physical Therapists
and Licensed Physical Therapy Assistants in celebration of Physical Therapist Recognition Month.
United ISD would like to thank their Special
Education Physical Therapy team for providing
exceptional services to all qualifying United ISD
children who need this vital therapy. United
ISD Special Education Directors and leadership
team recognize their staff’s quality of service
to our students, countless contributions, and
outstanding work ethic.

Pictured from left to right: GWMS Librarian Laura
Gonzalez-Ortiz and Principal Beth Porter as they hold
$2,000 grant check and samples of audio books.

The Dollar General Literacy Foundation supports initiatives
that help others improve their lives through literacy and
education. Since 1993, the Foundation has awarded more than
$159 million in grants to non-profit organizations; helping more
than 10 million individuals take their first steps toward literacy,
a general education diploma or English proficiency.

John B. Alexander High School

JROTC in Fine Form

United ISD Swears In Five New Police Officers

John B. Alexander High School’s Army JROTC
put on a spectacular show as the cadets
performed a mockup of their Accreditation
Inspection. The JROTC must pass inspection every
other year so that the school can keep its Honor
Distinction Star. John B. Alexander High School’s
JROTC is one of only two fully accredited programs in
Laredo. The cadets earned the highest overall mark at
their most recent Accreditation Inspection with a 96%.
The John B. Alexander High JROTC performed
their Battalion Inspection and their Color Guard
Presentation. Sergeant Garcia, the program’s
instructor, commended the cadets for consistently
giving their all and for being stellar examples for the
other students at John B. Alexander High School.

Pictured: Cadet Lieutenant Colonel
Wilbert Nicholas (right) inspects
the uniform of Cadet Captain
Fernando Ballesteros (left).

Pictured from left to right: Cristian Cardenas, Rolando Elizalde, Alexis A. Lozano, Ricardo Castro and Raul Madrigal.

United ISD Police Chief Ray Garner welcomed
five new police officers to the District’s police
department during a special ceremony held today
at United ISD Police Headquarters.

The United ISD Police Department is a specialized Police
Department that utilizes multi-agency training, school
resource officers, K9 detection dogs, continuous surveillance
and premium technology to keep students, staff, teachers and
district facilities safe and secure.

Family members and visitors beamed with
pride as Cristian Cardenas, Rolando Elizalde, Raul
Madrigal, Ricardo Castro, and Alexis A. Lozano took
their oaths and received their badges. Prior to the
ceremony, Chief Garner took a few moments to
reference the mission of the men and women who
serve as police officers in the District. “Our District
police officers are fully committed to protecting
our schools, students, employees, teachers, and
visitors. Our students are the future, and must be
provided with a safe environment that is conducive
to learning,” said Garner.

The Alexander
High School Army
JROTC Color Guard
Presentation.

United ISD is the only public school district in
Texas that has licensed police officers at all of its
campuses. “At present, the District has 86 police
officers who work closely with security personnel
and local law enforcement. The addition of five new
police officers helps to further strengthen security
measures throughout the District” said Garner.

Pictured from left to right:
Chief Raymond E. Garner,
Raul Madrigal, Ricardo Castro,
Rolando Elizalde, Cristian
Cardenas, & Alexis A. Lozano.

Clark Middle School Celebrates
40 Years of Success!

Mayor Pete Saenz Proclaims October as

Dyslexia Awareness Month

Pictured from left to right: Mr. Monty Moore, Ms. Norma Clark Moore, and Clark Principal Melissa C.
Ramirez stand by a portrait of the late Norman Clark, who donated the land to build Clark Middle School.

Recently, Clark Middle School (CMS)
celebrated their 40th anniversary
with a “Setting the Stage for Success”
Hollywood theme celebration. United
ISD Board President Alissa Flores Oliveros,
Board Member Javier Montemayor, Jr.,
and Superintendent Roberto J. Santos
were joined in celebration by District
administrators, local dignitaries and former
CMS Principals. In addition, Laredo Mayor
Pete Saenz and Judge Tano Tijerina read
a proclamation that denoted the history,
mission and achievements of the campus.
The celebration also served as homage to
the late Norman Clark, who donated his
farmland to United ISD for the construction
of the campus. Mr. Clark’s Granddaughter, Ms.
Norma Clark Moore, and his Great-Grandson,
Mr. Monty Moore were in attendance, and
received a token of appreciation from CMS
Principal Melissa C. Ramirez. Other highlights
of the ceremony included a “CMS Yearbook”
video produced by United ISD’s ITV Department.

United ISD’s Section 504/Dyslexia Representatives
Pictured: Mayor Pete Saenz (center), with United ISD’s
Section 504 Director Marissa Perez and some of her staff.

Pictured from left to right: Mr. Javier Montemayor, Jr., United ISD Board Member;
Ms. Norma Clark Moore, Honoree; County Judge Tano Tijerina; Laredo Mayor Pete
Saenz; Ms. Melissa C. Ramirez, CMS Principal; Mr. Roberto J. Santos, United ISD
Superintendent of Schools, and Ms. Aliza Flores Oliveros, United ISD Board President.

“The celebration of what CMS has achieved as a public school
since 1978 is underscored by the Seven Distinction Designations
that we received from the Texas Education Agency in 2018,” said Ms.
Ramirez. “I am honored and privileged to work a very exceptional
team of administrators teachers, and employees”, she concluded.
Thank you to the Alexander High School JROTC for the Presentation
of Colors and Clark Middle’s Mariachi Del Norte and Honors Band
for providing the soundtrack to a most memorable event.

Section 504 (Dyslexia), directors, coordinators and
teachers from United ISD and Laredo ISD gathered in city
hall chambers to hear Mayor Pete Saenz declare October
as Dyslexia Awareness Month and October 9, 2018 as
Dyslexia Awareness Day in Laredo. Dyslexia is defined as a
type of learning disability that impairs a person’s ability to
read. Sufferers typically read at levels lower than expected
despite having a normal or superior intelligence. The
disorder varies in severity from person to person, and can
be inherited in some families. Moreover, recent studies
have identified genes that may predispose an individual
to developing the learning disorder.

Marissa Perez, United ISD’s Section 504 Director said
that one in five individuals are affected by some degree of
Dyslexia. “Early intervention is important. Fortunately, we
have great tools and resources to diagnose and help students
of all ages. We ask that United ISD parents reach out to their
student’s teachers if they suspect that their children have
difficulty understanding what they read”, said Perez. This
year’s United ISD Parent Summit will include informative
sessions about Dyslexia and associated learning disorders.
The free event is scheduled for Saturday, November 10,
2018, (8:00 a.m. - 12 noon), at United High School. The
campus is located at 2811 United Avenue.

Raising
Awareness
Together!

Pictured: Mayor Pete Saenz (center) with
Section 504 directors, coordinators and
teachers from United ISD and Laredo ISD.

Golden Heart Project
United ISD Let’s go Gold

Pictured from left to right: Mr. Bernardino Vargas,
Arndt Elementary School Librarian; Ms. Janee
Villarreal, The Golden Heart Project founder; and
Ms. Adriana Ommen, Arndt Elementary School
Counselor and event coordinator.

Ms. Adriana Ommen and the students at Arndt
Elementary welcomed a very special guest. Ms. Janee
Villarreal, founder of the Golden Heart Project, spoke to
the students to raise awareness for childhood cancer.
Ms. Villarreal herself is a cancer survivor and wanted to
help the cause in any way she could, so she started The
Golden Heart Project. Ms. Villarreal shared her story
with the students and spoke to them about compassion.
The students at Arndt Elementary pledged to support
childhood cancer awareness and to be kind and caring
to cancer patients. Thank you, Ms. Villarreal, for helping
bring awareness to such a great cause.

University of Texas Astronomy
Professor Engages UMS Students!

Pictured: Dr. Eva Noyola as she answered student
questions during her STEM related presentation at UMS.

United Middle School (UMS,) is piloting the district’s
first middle school STEM program. As such, Dr. Eva
Noyola was invited to speak to 6th grade USTEM students
about laws that govern the motion of planets. Dr. Noyola
made her presentation, and also answered student
questions about black holes, moons, solar systems and
the habitability of different planets. Dr. Noyola attended
the Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico in Mexico
City, and earned her PhD. at the University of Texas (UT),
at Austin. She currently works as a research scientist in the
university’s McDonald Observatory.

United ISD is Proud to Present the Air Force
JROTC Program at United High School

Major Jose M. Loya and three non-commissioned
officers oversee the program, which is the largest
of its kind in South Texas. At present, Major Loya
and his officers are instructing 300 cadets. “We
don’t focus on influencing students to sign up for
military service. Our priority is to teach cadets the
core values of JROTC, - integrity first, leadership,
service before self, and striving for excellence in all
things. The program also teaches essential life skills
such as financial planning and management, how to
write a resume or recommendation letter, and many
other things. Having this knowledge helps them
prepare for the transition into adulthood,” said Loya.

United ISD Kicks-Off National School Lunch Week

Pictured from left to right: Aryana
Valdez, Child Nutrition Department
Manager; Rebecca Morales, United
Middle School Principal; Austlynn
Quiroz (Honoree); Dr. Adriana Vela,
CSBS Principal; and Raul Ramirez,
Child Nutrition Director.

Pictured from left to right: United High School JROTC ranking
student Officers, Cadet Col. Sebastian Maldonado, high school
senior; Cadet Lieutenant Col. Russel Domingo, high school
senior; Cadet Lieutenant Col. Arlene Trevino, high school junior;
and Cadet 1st Lieutenant Sabrina Cantu, high school junior.

United ISD’s Child Nutrition Program kicks-off National School Lunch
Week in a special ceremony at Colonel Santos Benavides Elementary.
Fifth grade students from Colonel Santos participated in a “Level Up
with a Healthy School Lunch” inspired theme in support of the Texas
Department of Agriculture’s (TDA) campaign aimed to promote healthy
eating. The celebration included entertainment from the Bronco Cheer
Team, directed by Jessica Mendiola, Veronica Molina, and Alma Kladis
and the Danzerettes Dance Team, directed by Victoria Cardenas.

Alberto Aleman, United High School Principal,
encourages students to consider the numerous
benefits of the JROTC program at his campus.
“The program has no prerequisites, and recently
gave full and partial scholarships to 50 cadets. I am
also pleased to announce that 100% of the cadets
at United High School passed their end-of-course
exams. They also won five out of six competitions
in the last year. Their dedication and success rate is
an inspiration and motivator for all students at our
campus”, said Aleman.
United High School JROTC Cadets
run timed laps at the school’s track.

Austlynn Quiroz won the Texas
Department of Agriculture (TDA) art
contest for National School Lunch Week.

Austlynn Quiroz won the Texas Department of Agriculture
(TDA) art contest for National School Lunch Week (NSLW), which
is scheduled for October 15-19, 2018. The theme for this years
statewide competition is ‘Level Up with a Healthy School Lunch.
Ms. Quiroz submitted her entry last year as a 5th grade student at
Colonel Santos Benavides Elementary School. Subsequently, her
vision inspired other elementary level posters that are currently
being delivered to every elementary school campus across Texas
for NSLW. Ms. Quiroz received an award package form TDA, and her
artwork will be displayed at the State Capital in February of 2019.
She is currently attending her first year of middle school at United
Middle School.
Students across the district are invited to visit the Department
of Agriculture web page for fun activities aimed at developing
healthy eating habits. Campuses across the district will be
showcasing various healthy eating activities.

Pictured from left to right: Austlynn Quiroz poses
with her family, Franciso Quiroz (Father), Alicia
Quiroz (Mother), Francisco Quiroz, Jr. (Brother).

Lyndon B. Johnson High School’s
Navy JROTC Program

Senior Naval Science Instructor, Lt. Andrew Rodriguez,
leading the Navy JROTC Cadets in physical training.

Lyndon B. Johnson High School’s
Navy JROTC program is lead by Senior
Naval Science Instructor, Lt. Andrew
Rodriguez, USNR (Ret.) and Naval Science
Instructor NC1 (AW/SW) Javier Tobias,
USN (Ret.). The JROTC was established
by Public Law in 1964 and may be
found in Title 10, U.S. Code, Chapter
102. The Navy JROTC curriculum asserts
citizenship and leadership development,
as well as our maritime heritage, the
significance of sea power, and naval
topics such as the fundamentals of naval
operations, seamanship, navigation,
and meteorology. Classroom instruction
is augmented throughout the year
by community service activities, drill
competition, field meets, and other
military training. Johnson’s Navy
Program consists of 100 cadets.

Lyndon B. Johnson High School Navy
JROTC Cadets in physical training class.

United High School teacher
recognized as one of Massachusetts
Institute of Technology’s (MIT)
Influential Teachers
United High School Drama
teacher, Mr. Daniel Villarreal,
was recently recognized as one
of Massachusetts Institute of
Technology’s (MIT) Influential
Teachers. In order to earn
this award, a teacher must
be nominated by a former
student who is an incoming
freshman at MIT. Mr. Villarreal’s
former student nominated
him because he had been a
solid source of encouragement
throughout her education and
he always inspired her to push
her limits. Mr. Villarreal is the
fourth educator at UHS to be
honored with this prestigious
award. Congratulations to Mr.
Villarreal for making a huge
impact on his student’s lives.

United ISD Parents Attend First
U.C.O.P. Meeting of the Year

Pictured: United ISD Web Content/Multimedia
Specialist Alex Meza discussed the pros
and cons of social media platforms that are
frequented by children and young adults.

The United ISD Federal Programs Department hosted
the year’s first United Council of Parents (U.C.O.P.), meeting
at the District’s Student Activity Complex. The meeting
featured an array of speakers who discussed topics such as
Si Texas-Juntos for Better Health Programs, Social Media and
Your Child, and Media Awareness. A question and answer
period followed each segment of the program. U.C.O.P.
meetings are held on a monthly basis, and all subject matter
is designed to increase parental involvement with their
children at school and at home. Topics change on a monthly
basis, and parents are encouraged to attend the free
meetings as often as possible.

John B. Alexander High School Magnet
School Receives Award from the South
Texas Blood and Tissue Center

United ISD Held its Annual National Down
Syndrome Awareness Month Celebration
at Bonnie Garcia Elementary School.

Pictured from left to right: Assistant Superintendent for Administration/Support
Services, Mr. Mike Garza; City of Laredo Councilman for District 1, Rudy Gonzalez;
North Sector Director of Special Education, Ms. Claudia Dovalina Guzman;
Executive Director of Special Education, Ms. Cynthia Ramirez; Principal of Bonnie
Garcia Elementary, Ms. Patricia Lañas; Superintendent of Schools, Mr. Roberto J.
Santos; City of Laredo Mayor, Pete Saenz; Associate Superintendent for Student
Support Services, Mr. Eduardo Zuñiga; and Associate Superintendent of Human
Resources, Mr. David Garcia.

The South Texas Blood & Tissue Center presented the
students of the John B. Alexander High School Magnet
for Health & Sciences with an award. The Magnet
students earned the 1st place award for donating the
most blood in the south Texas region. The students
donated 675 units of blood with 33% of their student
body donating blood. Congratulations to the students at
the Alexander High School Magnet for Health & Sciences
for making a difference in our community!

PPCD/FLS students perform during United ISD’s
National Down Syndrome Awareness Month celebration.

National Down Syndrome Month is
celebrated every year to promote programs
and issues regarding education, advocacy,
awareness, and the inclusion of children with
Down syndrome. Down Moms of Laredo
and the parents of students who attend
Bonnie Garcia addressed the audience to
promote kindness and acceptance. Mayor
Pete Saenz, Judge Tano Tijerina, and City
Council members Rudy Gonzalez, Jr. (Dist.
1) and Vidal Rodriguez (Dist. 2), also shared
their personal stories with the audience. The
Special Education classes at Bonnie Garcia
students performed in honor of their special
celebration and followed the performance
with a balloon release. United ISD wishes
to promote understanding, kindness, and
acceptance of all children.

John B. Alexander High School Outdoor Performance
Ensemble Earns 1st Place at the US Bands Yamaha Cup

United High School Mighty Longhorn Band
Earns Best Music and Grand Champion Awards
The United High School “Mighty Longhorn
Band” competed this past Saturday Oct. 13th,
2018 at the Weslaco ISD Marching band contest.
The “Mighty Longhorn Band” earned 1st place
out of 24 bands in the preliminaries competition.
The band was one of ten bands that
advanced to finals and then placed 1st in finals
out of the ten bands that advanced to finals.
The “Mighty Longhorn Band” was awarded the
Best Music award and Grand Champion award
for the highest score of the entire contest.

The John B. Alexander High School
Outdoor Performance Ensemble members
proudly display their 1st place awards.
On October 13, 2018, the John B. Alexander High School
Outdoor Performance Ensemble traveled to Converse, Texas
to participate in the preliminary round of the US Bands
Yamaha Cup. The John B. Alexander Bulldog Outdoor
Performance Ensemble swept the competition to win 1st
place in their division and 1st place overall!
The amazing feat of Pre-lims was that they broke the
90-point marking! This is called “Box 5” in Band and breaking
Box 5 is the same as getting a K.O. in boxing or breaking a
record in yardage for football! This is the first time that John
B. Alexander High School has broken the 90 mark and they
were the only band in Pre-lims to do so! Pre-lims had them
scored in 1st with a 90.85 and 2nd place had an 86.625! 1
point in band is similar to a complete second in track! It may
seem small, but it is a huge difference!

Members of the Mighty Longhorn Band and
Color Guard display their 1st place trophy.

The students also competed in this division
against the #1 ranked Area G (South Texas)
Band Homer Hanna High School and beat them
overwhelmingly! This earned the team a spot
in the Finals later that evening where they
unanimously earned 1st place and improved
their score to 91.375. The second place winner
came in with a score of 88.425. Congratulations
to the John B. Alexander High School Mighty
Bulldog Outdoor Performance Ensemble!

The United High School Mighty Longhorn Band in formation.

United ISD Students Qualify
for Duke Gifted Program

Human Resources Corner

Four United ISD students have been formally invited to join the
Duke University Talent Identification Program (TIP), 7th Grade Talent
Search. Alyssa Palacios from United South Middle School, Rachel Leija
from Trautmann Middle School, and two State Grand ChampionsJocelyn Reyes from United South Middle School, and Nathalie Garcia
from Lamar Bruni Vergara Middle School were recognized by the
TIP program as a result of their exceptional seventh grade-level
standardized test scores (95th percentile or above).
The four students are now qualified to participate in the TIP 7th grade
talent search, which will challenge them to take eleventh and twelfth grade
level ACT or SAT tests. Taking an above-grade-level test is an experience
that will allow these gifted seventh graders to more accurately gauge their
academic abilities and potential, as they need more advanced examinations
than they find in their current grade level. Participants in the 7th Grade Talent
Search also receive a variety of support services and gain access to research
and other information about using their academic abilities more effectively.

Rachel Leija,
Trautmann Middle School

Nathalie Garcia,
Lamar Bruni Vergara
Middle School

The Duke University TIP Program is a nonprofit educational organization
that is recognized as a leader in identifying and serving the educational
needs of academically gifted youth. Through identification, recognition,
challenging educational programs, information, advocacy and research,
Duke TIP provides resources to gifted students, their parents, educators,
and schools to help gifted scholars reach their full academic potential.

Alyssa Palacios
and Jocelyn Reyes,
United South
Middle School.

The Sick Leave Bank is currently accepting new membership applications for any
full-time district employee who is not a member and voluntarily wishes to enroll in the
Sick Leave Bank DEC (LOCAL). Please submit your new membership application to the
Human Resources Department no later than Wednesday, October 31, 2018. Membership
Applications (for this benefit), Sick Leave Bank Guidelines and Handbook may be obtained
from your campus/department Sick Leave Bank Representative, or directly from the
District’s Website: www.uisd.net.
If you have any questions, please contact the Human Resources Department, Naomi
Velarde, NCLB/Leaves & Absences Coordinator, at EXT 6256 or Jessica Martinez, Human
Resources Assistant, at EXT 6298.

