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Greetings
United ISD Employees,

As we approach winter break and the end of the fall semester, I am pleased to highlight our students’ many 
accomplishments during this short time in this publication. Our educators continue to provide the students of our 
district with opportunities to grow and develop into life-long learners and future leaders of our community. I want to 
offer my sincere appreciation to all of our teachers and campus staff because they are an integral component of the 
growth and success of our students. 

 
Over the years, United ISD has amassed a community of some of the top educators in Texas.  Because of this, we 

have graduated many students who have accomplished great things.  Our League of Legends alumni recognition 
program is the perfect way to let United ISD alumni know that we are still enormously proud of the heights they’ve 
reached academically, philanthropically, and within their communities.  I encourage you to reflect on former students 
who have graced your classrooms and hallways and consider nominating them for this prestigious award.   The League 
of Legends application portal closes on Friday, January 14, 2022.

Lastly, I’d like to wish each of you a safe, happy holiday season and a prosperous New Year. I sincerely hope you 
spend the season in the company of family and friends, reflecting on the many blessings that have enriched our lives 
this past year.  I would like to sincerely thank each of you for your dedication to our students.  Our District is shining 
brighter than ever before, and every employee has had a hand in this success.  

Sincerely, 

David H. Gonzalez
Superintendent



United ISD Hosts
Safety and Security Meeting

Recently, United ISD hosted a Safety and Security 
Committee meeting at the Student Activity Center.  
The Safety and Security Committee comprises 
district administrators,  local, county, and state 
law enforcement agencies, parents, and taxpayers.  
The meeting covered areas such as the state of the 
district, COVID-19 protocols, and an overview of 
Senate Bill 11.  Additionally, the committee heard 
opening remarks regarding the state of the district 
statements from United ISD Board Member Javier 
Montemayor, Superintendent David. H. Gonzalez, 
and Deputy Superintendent Gloria S. Rendon.  The 
committee’s purpose is to review safety and security 
protocols with law enforcement and students’ 
parents’ input and update them accordingly.  

United ISD’s Safety and Crisis Response Manager, Ricardo Rangel, 
addresses the Safety and Security Committee

United ISD Board Member Javier Montemayor 
speaks with Webb County Emergency 
Management Coordinator Steve Landin and 
United ISD Cheif of Police Ray Garner



Superintendent Gonzalez Addresses 
Monthly STAPT Meeting Attendees

As Guest Speaker
The monthly South Texas Association of Pupils 
Transportation (STAPT) meeting was recently held 
in Laredo at the Uni-Trade Stadium. The Association 
consists of school district Transportation Directors 
from around South Texas. They meet monthly in 
different cities/school districts to stay up to speed on 
new laws or requirements that affect the transport 
of students in school buses. It also serves as a great 
opportunity to network with the other school district 
Directors.  These meetings serve to help districts 
when they travel to each other’s communities for 
extracurricular activities in case buses break down 
while on an out-of-town trip.

Guest speaker, United ISD Superintendent David H. 
Gonzalez, gave the invitees a warm welcome to our 
city and district. While speaking to the group, the 
Superintendent personally thanked the Rio Grande 
ISD Transportation Director, Mr. Juan Garcia.  Mr. 
Garcia recently helped out UISD at 8:30 pm with 
eight school buses and drivers during a recent United 
South High School playoff game in Rio Grande 
City. Thanks to Rio Grande ISD and Mr. Garcia, the 
students safely returned to Laredo after the game. The 
students traveled to the valley in private charter buses. 
Still, those buses were all experiencing mechanical 
breakdowns while en route, and the sponsors 
requested some yellow school buses for the return 
trip since they would be coming back late at night. 
All in all, it was a great example of districts working 
together for the benefit of our students.Superintendent David H. Gonzalez addresses 

STAPT meeting attendees at Uni-Trade Stadium



In an effort to spread holiday cheer both inside and outside of the school, 
the Los Obipos Middle School community participated in a wing-decorating 
contest. Five teams consisting of students, teachers, administration, and 
parents utilized different themes to capture the spirit of the holidays. All wings 
at the campus were magnificently decorated with hand-drawn artwork, lights, 
bows, trees, and representations of the holiday season around the globe. First, 
second, and third place trophies were awarded to the top three entries/teams. 
Principal Olga Cantu reflected on the inspiration for the project by saying that 
their school community wanted to give all visitors some holiday cheer. “There 
are some families, and especially kids, who might miss out on this kind of 
experience at home, so we built our own winter wonderland for all to enjoy,” 
said Cantu.   

 1st place winner:  Wing #200 -  Frosty’s Winter Village.
 2nd place winner: Wing #300  - Polar Express Around The World.
 3rd place winner:  Wing# 500 - North Pole

Wing Decorating Contest Brings Cheer
to Los Obispos Middle School Campus



Swearing-In Ceremony for
United ISD Police Officers

The United ISD Police Department hosted a 
ceremony to swear in police officers Carlos Mar, III, 
Edgardo Hernandez and Ramiro Castillo. United 
ISD Police Chief Ray Garner, Assistant Chief Aaron 
Salazar, and Associate Superintendent David Garcia, 
presided over the ceremony with a warm welcome 
and congratulatory message for the new officers and 
their families. “Some of our students face challenges 
and issues that we cannot even imagine before they 
set foot on campus, and our officers may be the first 
face they see. We want our children to understand 
that our officers are present on each campus to ensure 
their safety and to help them in any way they can,” 
said Garner, who administered the oath to protect and 
serve after badges were pinned to the officers uniforms 
by family members. This year, United ISD has 85 
police officers on the force. All are fully accredited by 
the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement.  

Pictured from left to right: Associate Superintendent of Human 
Resources, David Garcia; UISD Police Chief Ray Garner; Carlos Mar, III 
(honoree); Carlos Mar, II, and Assistant Chief of Police, Aaron Salazar.

Pictured from left to right: Carlos Mar, III, Edgardo 
Hernandez and Ramiro Castillo being sworn in by 

United ISD Police Chief Ray Garner.



Recently, the Laredo Police Officers Association (LPOA) hosted a 
Thanksgiving luncheon for the students of United ISD’s Cherish Center at 
their Laredo Police Association Unity Hall.  In the past, LPOA has granted the 
Cherish Center the use of their Unity Hall for their Thanksgiving luncheon 
free of charge.  “A big ‘thank you’ to the Laredo Police Officers Association, 
LPOA president Ramiro Paredes and LPOA vice-president Heriberto Avalos, for 
allowing our Cherish Center students the use of their facilities.  Our teachers, 
staff, and students are incredibly grateful for their continued support,” stated 
Matias Ydrogo, United ISD Special Education Director. 

Laredo Police Officers Association Hosts Thanksgiving 
Luncheon for Students of Cherish Center

United ISD Board Member, Javier Montemayor (center), poses with Cherish 
Center students and staff a the Thanksgiving luncheon hosted by LPOA



Swearing-In Ceremony for
United ISD Police Officers

The United ISD Police 
Department held a ceremony to 
swear in new officers Ramon F. 
Mendez and Carlos Castro. Chief 
Ray Garner and Lt. Ramon Salinas 
presided over the ceremony, 
extending a warm welcome and 
congratulatory message to the 
new officers and their families. 
After family members pinned 
badges to the officers’ uniforms, 
Chief Garner administered the 
oath of protection and service. 
This year, United ISD has 87 
police officers on the force. The 
Texas Commission on Law 
Enforcement has fully accredited 
each of them. Pictured from left to right: Newly sworn in United ISD 

Police Officers, Carlos Castro and Ramon F. Mendez

Pictured from left to right: Lt. Ramon Salinas, 
Officer Ramon F. Mendez and Police Chief Ray 

Garner.

Pictured from left to right: Lt. Ramon Salinas, Priscilla 
Castro (Wife), Officer Carlos Castro and Police Chief 

Ray Garner.



The Federal and States Programs Department recently hosted the “Project 
H.O.P.E.” Carnival of Learning. During the festival, students participated in 
S.T.E.M and S.E.L activities. Part of the carnival also included opportunities for 
parents to network with other parents and community agencies. Participating 
agencies included S.C.A.N., Pillar, Driscoll Health, Laredo College, Gateway 
Community Health, Communities in Schools, City of Laredo, The Holding Insti-
tute, Laredo Community Alliance, and many more.

Federal Programs Hosts “Project 
H.O.P.E.” Carnival of Learning



Recently, the Raul Perales Middle School (RPMS) boys 
and girls athletics teams held a toy drive to benefit the 
McKinney-Vento students of United ISD.  The athletes 
donated the unwrapped toys as a part of the United ISD 
Federal Programs’ Spirit of Giving initiative.  The Spirit
of Giving drive is hosted by the Federal Programs each 
year in an effort to encourage employees to donate toys 
for the students in the program.  Rebecca Coss-Morales, 
Federal and State Programs Executive Director, addressed 
the student-athletes and thanked them for their generous 
donations.  The students also volunteered to help the 
Federal Programs department wrap the gifts for the 
students before they are distributed.

RPMS Student-Athletes Host 
Toy Drive to Benefit United ISD 

McKinney-Vento Program



Laredo Police Officers Association Brings 
Holiday Joy to Cherish Center Students

The United ISD Cherish Center thanks the 
Laredo Police Officers Association (LPOA) 
for bringing smiles and joy to the hearts  
of their students. Mr. Ramiro Paredes,  
President of the LPOA, presented a donation 
of $2,000 to the center for the purchase of 
gifts and wrapping materials. Over 80  
students received a holiday surprise and 
greeted Santa during a celebration organized 
by teachers and staff.

Pictured: Laredo Police Officers Association 
President Ramiro Paredes (back row, 
center), with Cherish Center students, 
staff, and teachers.


