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Greetings,

   As we move forward into the spring semester, I 
want to thank all of  you for your hard work and 
dedication to the success of  our students and our 
district.  There is no better gauge of  our success 
than through the accomplishments of  our students 
and our district.  
   I am honored to announce that United ISD has 
earned three distinct honors in the last few weeks.  
Zaffirini Elementary is one of  26 Texas schools to 
be nominated as  a 2019 National Blue Ribbon 
School in the  Exemplary Achievement Gap Closing 
School category.  Blue Ribbon Schools is a U.S. 
Department of  Education program that recognizes 
public and private elementary, middle, and high 
schools where students perform at very high levels 
or where exemplary progress has been made 
toward closing achievement gaps among sub-pop-
ulations, while also maintaining high achievement 
levels among all students.  Futhermore, our very 
own United ISD School Board was named 2019 
Texas Computer Education Association (TCEA) 
School Board of  the year.  Each year, TCEA 
presents this award to a School Board who 
recognizes the importance of  technology in the 
teaching and learning process and actively 
promotes the use of  technology throughout the 
district.  United ISD has also been named a finalist 
for H-E-B’s 2019 Excellence in Education Award in 
the Large School District category. Please join me 
in congratulating our dedicated School Board, 
Administrators, faculty, and staff.  These recogni-
tions have been well earned.

Awards season is upon us and we will kick off  the 
festivities by honoring our distinguished alumni.  I 
am delighted to announce that our 2019 League 
of  Legends recipients have been chosen. The 
League of  Legends program honors our distin-
guished alumni who have continued to excel well 
beyond their years with United ISD.  These illustri-
ous individuals have not only made a name for 
themselves, but have positively impacted the 
communities and the world around them.  The time 
has also come to recognize the success and 
achievements amongst our colleagues.  
Awards season will kick off  with our Retiree 
Banquet and Employee of  the Year Banquet in April 
followed by our Years of  Service Banquet in May.  
Year after year, these events continue to serve as a 
great opportunity to celebrate each other’s 
success.  
   In closing, I would like you all to reflect on the 
awards and honors our District and students have 
received.  The pages of  this publication are filled 
with stories and photos of  these accomplishments.   
They are a reflection of  the hard work, pride, and 
effort that we put forth into our district every day.  
It takes a village to raise a child and our village is a 
stellar example of  how true that is.

Kind Regards, 

Roberto J. Santos

Superintendent’s Message



The Webb County Commissioner’s Court commended United ISD’s Board of Trustees by honoring 
them during a recent court session.  The special hearing was held in honor of the school board’s 
Texas Computer Education Association (TCEA) School Board of the Year award. The Webb County 
Commissioner’s Court praised the school board for their diligent e�orts and continual support of the 
students of United ISD.  Congratulations to each member of the United ISD School Board for making 
a di�erence in the lives of our students:  Aliza Flores Oliveros, President; Ramiro Veliz, III, Vice Presi-
dent; Juan Roberto Ramirez, Secretary; Ricardo Molina, Sr., Parliamentarian; Javier Montemayor, 
Member; Judd Gilpin, Member; and Ricardo “Rick” Rodriguez, Member.

Commends 
United ISD Board of Trustees

Webb County Commissioner’s Court
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From left to right is, Javier Vera, United ISD Fine Arts Director; sitting is honoree Jesus A. Ortiz of United 
High School accompanied by his nominator Kathryn H. Navarro; sitting is honoree Bethanny Cantu of 
United South High School accompanied by her nominator J. Alfredo Berlanga; sitting is honoree Mary 
Patricio of J. B. Alexander High School accompanied by her nominator Jose Santacruz; sitting is honoree 
Amber Davila of Lyndon B. Johnson High School accompanied by her nominator Adriana M. Cardenas; 
and Yesenia Sandoval, Dean for United ISD's Early College High School at Lyndon B. Johnson High School. 

The Laredo Sector Border Patrol held a ceremony to honor students awarded the 
distinction of being named January’s Youth of the Month.  The Border Patrol has been 
honoring high school students who stand out among their peers for over 31 years.  
United ISD is exceptionally proud of these four exemplary students for their hard work 
and dedication to their studies and their future. 

January’s Youth of the Month



Danna X. Morales
Colonel Santos 

Benavides Elementary

Colonel Santos 

Benavides Elementary

Isaac Gonzalez

Oscar Arreola
Kennedy-Zapata 

Elementary

Perfect Attendance Winners



L-R : Guillermo Moreno (UIL Coordinator), Jose Fernando Serna, Cristina Caldera, 
Alessandra Garza, Cassandra Navarro (CX Coach/UIL Coordinator), Alexander Chapa, 
Daniella Cueller, Ivan Garcia, and Mario Rosales (Director of Advanced Academics).  

Alexander High School 
UIL Students Qualify 

For State Cross-Examination Debate 

 Alexander High School has quali�ed four students for the 
2018-2019 University Interscholastic League State 
Cross-Examination Debate Meet to be held March 22-23 
at The University of Texas at Austin.Quali�ers include: The 
1st place team of Daniella Cuellar and Ivan Garcia and 
2nd place team of Alexander Chapa and Fernando 
Serna.The students quali�ed for the state meet by placing 
�rst or second at the UIL Cross-Examination District Meet 
held at L.B. Johnson High School on February 1-2, 2019.
  UIL debate competition motivates students and 
provides them with practical application for the skills 
they are developing,” said Jana Riggins, UIL State Debate 
Director. “This year’s debate topic prompted students to 
research and form their own thoughts and opinions on 
the real-world issue our government is challenged with. 

The United States federal government should substantial-
ly reduce its restrictions on legal immigration in the 
United States.”
  Through participation at the UIL Cross-Examination 
State Meet, students who advance to the debate elimina-
tion rounds qualify for Texas Interscholastic League 
Foundation scholarships. Since its inception in 1959, the 
TILF has provided more than $32 million to more than 
20,000 students. Amounts of scholarships range from 
$500 for one year to $20,000 over four years. This year 
TILF will dispurse more than $1 million to more than 600 
students. The TILF has over $11 million in endowed funds 
and recieves direct scholarship grants each year of  more 
than $800,000 from foundations, individuals and corpo-
rate sponsors throughout the state.



The J.B. Alexander High School 
Student Council sponsored a food 
drive for federal employees who 
required assistance in the after-
math of the government shut-
down that ended during the latter 
part of January. The canned goods 

and non-perishables were turned 
over to the South Texas Food Bank 
for distribution. 
Student Council sponsor Elizabeth 
Peña said that she was proud of 
the students for going above and 
beyond to help others in the local 

community. “These students work 
very hard in their scholastic and 
extracurricular endeavors, so I am 
proud of them for stepping up and 
donating some of their time to 
collect food for our federal 
employees” said Peña.  

Student Council Goes Above and Beyond

Alexander High School student council members with Ernie Hill,  South Texas Food Bank 
 Sourcing Manager, Coach Gilbert Cardenas and student council sponsor Elizabeth Peña. 



   Author and motivational 
speaker Shawn Elliott 
Russell recently visited the 
Los Obispos and Washing-
ton Middle School campus-
es to make presentations 
based oh his book entitled 
“Be Still, Little Tree, Be Still”.  
The author wrote the book 
after overcoming anxiety 
and health issues that left 

him jobless, home-bound, 
and terri�ed. "I was desper-
ate to live a normal life 
again. Over the course of 
two years, I faced my 
deepest fears and got my 
life back, becoming braver 
and stronger than ever 
before. I felt grateful and I 
wanted to share what I had 
learned so that maybe it 

could help other people” 
said Russell.
   In addition to being an 
author, Russel is also a 
Licensed Occupational 
Therapy Assistant with 
years of experience in 
pediatric clinics, and has 
spent over 10 years of his 
life performing and mento-
ring youth in various 

settings including the Boys 
& Girls Club of America in 
two states. Students at 
both campuses were fully 
immersed in interactive 
presentations that inspired 
hope and courage, and also 
taught fundamental skills 
for emotional wellness and 
lifelong success. 

George Washington Middle School

Los Obispos Middle School 

Visits Washington and Los Obispos Middle Schools
Shawn Elliott Russell Author 



F. D. Roosevelt Elemen-
tary School had a blast 
celebrating the 100th 
Day of School with a 
plethora of activities 
throughout the day.  It’s 
certainly something to 
commemorate as the 
students set a goal to 
learn and discover every 
day.   They had been 
counting down the days 
from the very �rst day of 
school and were eager 
to rejoice in a major 
accomplishment!   The 
100th Day of School 
crafts and activities 
included creating origi-
nal hats, crowns, t-shirts, 
glasses, songs, dances, 
artwork, posters and 
dressing up as the 
students see themselves 
at the age of 100.

Celebrates 
100 Days of School

Roosevelt Elementary



The Society of Martha Washington's Sons and Daughters of 
Liberty o�ered students at Franklin D. Roosevelt Elementary a 
unique opportunity to experience a living history lesson on 
our country's Revolutionary and Colonial periods. Guests 
included this year's George and Martha Washington, Betsy 
Ross (American Flag Designer), Mistress Sally Smythe (Colo-
nial Tutor), Colonel Benjamin Tallmadge (Lead Spy Culper 
Ring), Anna Strong (First Female Spy), and Margaret Corbin 
(First Female Fighter in Revolutionary War), all �gures reminis-
cent of America's Colonial period. The special guests arrived 
in full attire and discussed the signi�cance of America's 
Colonial era, the history behind Laredo's WBCA Celebration, 
and the history of each character. This year’s George and 
Martha Washington are being portrayed by Rocky Bruni III 
and Anna Isabel Alvarez.

WBCA's Sons and Daughters of Liberty group: Betsy Ross portrayed by Violeta Zertuche; Martha Washington portrayed by Anna 
Isabel Garcia Alvarez; George Washington portrayed by Mr. Ernest Martin Bruni III; Margaret Corbin portrayed by Norma Moore; 
Mistress Sally Smythe portrayed by Mrs. Jennie Reed; Anna Strong portrayed by Sara Alicia Flores; Colonel Benjamin Tallmadge 
portrayed by Mr. Christopher Notzon.

The Society of Martha Washington's 
Sons and Daughters of Liberty

Visit Roosevelt Elementary 



United ISD is pleased to announce that LBJ Early College students, under the direction of Ms. Cynthia Gallar-
do, have won the title of Best PSA for the 9th Annual Rio Research Roundup.  For the past nine years, the Rio 
Grande International Study Center has hosted the Rio Research Roundup where students from the United 
States and Mexico test the waters of the Rio Grande or one of its tributaries.  78 schools, from Colorado to 
Brownsville and Matamoros, participated in testing for nitrogen, pH, dissolved oxygen, nitrate and taking 
other �eld observations.   The students are invited to submit essays, data, short videos, artwork, and Public 
Service Announcements.  Congratulations to the students of the LBJ Early College High School for their hard 
work and dedication to furthering their education and on producing an award-winning PSA.

LBJ Early College High School Wins Best PSA

Fifth grade students from Nye Elementary and 
Trautmann Elementary recently recorded a 
"Knowledge for College" program. Mr. Mike 
Marasco, Vice President of Laredo McDonalds 
was the special guest host for the show. The 
game ended in a tie, and both teams have the 
distinction of answering every question correct-
ly!
Congratulations to Nye and Trautmann Elemen-
tary schools on having a perfect game. And 
thank you Mr. Marasco for your generosity, and 
for always supporting the students and sta� of 
United ISD!
This "Knowledge for College" program will be 
airing the weekend of February 16-17. 

Knowledge For College 



Nye Elementary is working towards being recognized by the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service as a Healthy 
South Texas Campus. To that end, Nye Elementary G.T. students recently shared their healthy eating and exercise 
projects with their peers in grades Pre-K - 5. Tables were set up in the Nye Elementary gym for exhibits ranging from 
Healthy Snacks to Food Preparation and Physical Activity. “There are great incentives to be recognized as a Healthy 
South Texas Campus, including a proclamation and possible funding for future projects” said Texas A&M University 
County Extension Agent Angie Sifuentes. She also said that the exhibits were a part of the Dinner Tonight Program, 
which provides children and their parents with information about healthy eating, lifestyle choices and exercise.

First grade teacher Mariana 
Alvarado from Nye and 
Texas A&M University 
County Extension Agent 
Angie Sifuentes with 
students at the Low Calorie 
Drinks drinks exhibit. 

A Healthy South Texas Campus
Nye Elementary 



Project Title: Picasso Math
Campus: United Middle

Student: Austlynn Quiroz
Grade: 6th Grade

Category: Behavior and Social Science
Teacher: Dora Garcia
Mentor: Levi Cremar

Principal: Rebecca Morales

Left to Right: David Canales, Executive Director For Middle School Instruction;
Austlynn Quiroz, UMS Principal Rebecca Morales, Claudia Gabrillo and Levi Cremar

United Midd le School

Austlynn Quiroz
Grand Champion



United ISD Announces 

United ISD held a press conference recently to 
announce and honor 13 of our students who 
were chosen to compete at the Texas Music 
Educators Association (TMEA) February 13-16 in 
San Antonio.  This year, we have a record number 
of musicians competing at the state level. These 
13 students were selected from over 70,000 high 
school students from across the state to represent 
the best of the best at the TMEA All-State Clinic/-
Convention.  These students will attend the 
annual convention, which features over 300 
workshops for Band, Orchestra, Vocal, Elementary, 
and College educators and over 1,100 exhibit 
booths representing all facets of the music educa-
tion industry.  The convention will culminate on 
Saturday, February 16 with the TMEA All-State 
Concerts, where the students will perform with 
the Band, Orchestra and Vocal divisions. 
The vocal honorees are:  Sophia Briones (3 time 

All-State quali�er) and Guillermo Gonzalez from 
United High School, under the direction of Mrs. 
Hacel Arias Burrola and Natalia Henry from Alex-
ander High School, under the direction of Mr. 
Abraham Armendariz.  The band honorees from 
United High School are:  Vanessa Vasquez, bass 
clarinet; Albert Villalon, French horn; Robert 
Vasquez, trumpet; and George Newsome, percus-
sion, under the direction of Mr. John J. Mallon.  
The band honorees from Alexander High School 
are:  Abigail Martinez, Bb clarinet; Jacob Rodri-
guez, trumpet; and Kristopher Montemayor, 
trumpet, under the direction of Mr. Joshua Marti-
nez.  The band honorees from United South High 
School are:  Erick Morales, Bb clarinet; Kevin 
Jimenez, contra bass clarinet; and Jason Herrera, 
euphonium, under the direction of Mr. Francisco 
Sosa.

All-State  Choir and Band Musicians



Partners For Scholars 
5K Run & Walk



Partners For Scholars 
ZUMBA MASTER CLASS



Spelling Bee 2019
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Congratulations to United High School (UHS), senior Marcos Alejandro Munoz, who 
signed a cross-country scholarship to the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley (UTRGV). 
UHS cross-country coach Eduardo Gonzalez said that Munoz is a great student and one 
of the best athletes in the state. "It's been my pleasure to coach Alejandro. His competi-
tive spirit and determination has driven him to improve over the years. He had a great 
breakout season last year when he hcame close to making state as a junior. He has 
earned his spot with his future team at UT Rio Grande Valley", said Gonzalez. Munoz 
plans to major in electrical engineering and credits his parents with giving him uncon-
ditional support in all of his endeavors. "I am looking forward to competition at the 
college level", said Munoz.

United High School
MARCOS ALEJANDRO MUNOZ

Marcos Alejandro Munoz with his parents Mrs. Paulina Munoz and Mr. Jose Munoz 














