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Salvador Garcia Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a 
teacher to instill the passion in others for learning. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
14 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My best 
teacher growing up was my uncle. His knowledge 
inspired me to become a life-long learner. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Goal setting, motivating, and engaging.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first- year teacher?
That you will have some bad days, but that the 
good days will make every moment meaningful. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
I learned from all students that they all learned in 
different ways and at different paces. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
As teachers we provide our students the skills that 
will shape their future. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given?
Enjoy every moment as there are no rewinds -  
just flashbacks. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
I run long distance and I also have basic guitar 
skills. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My mother and father were very influential as they 
showed me that anything in life is possible with the 
right mindset and the will and desire to do it.

Cynthia Leyendeker
Social Studies

Salvador Garcia Middle School
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Salvador Garcia Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher 
because I knew I wanted to serve the community in 
a big way. I recall playing “teacher” with my siblings 
when I was a little girl, and now I can say that I have 
met my goal.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I started 15 years ago working as a teacher assistant, 
and I have been teaching for the last five years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
I have had so many great teachers throughout my 
education, but the one teacher that influenced me the 
most was Ms. Carmen Lopez. She was my English 

teacher and the one that taught me to always keep 
trying.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Interesting, fun, and challenging.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? I wish they 
had told me that being a teacher included the role of a 
nurse, mother, counselor, and coach. You do so much 
more than just teach content.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? My students teach me 
a new lesson every single day. The best thing about 
being a teacher is that you will never have the same 
day twice.
                                                                                                                      
7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is important because it is a profession that 
allows me to serve a greater purpose in life.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? You should always have an additional lesson as 
a plan B.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? I enjoy arts and crafts.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My mother 
has influenced me the most. It is because of her love 
and guidance that I am where I am today.

Daniela Zamora
6th Grade Math

Salvador Garcia Middle School
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Trautmann Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher 
to instill a love for learning and the importance of 
getting a good education to all my students.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This is my 22nd year at United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
I was blessed with having some of the most caring, 
loving, and compassionate teachers growing up.  
Each one contributed to the person I am today.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Challenging, unpredictable, and rewarding.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? 
That teaching is a 24 hour 7 days a week job.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
To be more patient, open-minded, and willing to learn 
along with them.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
We are the role models that help shape future 
leaders.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
To always be open, honest, and respectful with my 
students.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
I enjoy taking things apart when they’re not working 
and putting them back together.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My Mother was definitely the most influential person 
in my life.  

Leticia Martinez
7th Grade Soc. Studies & 6th Grade Science

Trautmann Middle School



SEPTEMBER 2022
Trautmann Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? My reasons for choosing 
the teaching profession are my love for literature and writing 
as well as my desire to make an impact in my students’ lives.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? I have 
taught at United ISD for 15 years, with all of the years being 
at Trautmann Middle School.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? The teacher that 
made the biggest impact in my life would have to be Mrs. 
Linda Mitchell, who taught my English IV class at the VMT 
Magnet School. 

4. Describe your job in three words. I would describe my job 
as eventful, engaging, and impactful 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher? I wish someone had 
told me that emotional well-being is as conducive to learning 
as the teaching of knowledge is. Students learn best when 
they are feeling emotionally safe in your classroom as well 
as feeling motivated consistently to accomplish the goal for 
the day.

6. What is one thing your students have taught you about 
being a teacher? They have taught me empathy. Whether 
it’s being empathetic to their educational needs and styles 
of learning or being empathetic to whether or not they are 
having a good or bad day, I feel that my students have helped 
me develop in this area, which has helped me improve as a 
teacher

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? I believe that 
teachers are the backbone to the development of our future 
doctors, lawyers, and virtually any profession that exists. We 
provide the knowledge needed for students to succeed in life 
as well as to develop their future potential. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
What feels like a bad day at the moment becomes a learning 
experience and a gift later on.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? Although not necessarily a skill or talent, 
I am a much wittier than people realize.  In addition, I have 
become skilled at grilling and cooking over the last few 
years.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? I would say my 
biggest influences have been my parents. I feel that they 
helped me develop the values needed to do the best I can in 
my profession. 

Ruben Tenorio
7th and 8th Grade ELAR

Trautmann Middle School
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United High School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher to be 
close to my own children as they were growing up. I knew that 
while doing this I would have the sacred opportunity to help 
mold young minds and inspire them to develop a love of reading 
and understand the value of a solid education. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I have taught at United ISD for a total of twenty-two years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? Mrs. Joan Davis, 
History Teacher at United High School. This beautiful lady taught 
with so much knowledge and dignity. I learned about history in 
her class and also how to be a good person with good values.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Resilient, disciplined, and creative.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when 
you were a first-year teacher? 
The one thing that I wish I was told when I was a first-year 
teacher was how fast a 30-minute lunch can go. We, as 
teachers, are so busy with the many hats we must wear 
as  parents, mentors, coaches, technicians, nurses, and 
psychiatrists… to name a few.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a 
better teacher? 
My students taught me how to think outside the box. I have 
always been open to different ways of doing things, and 
students have always inspired me to see things from multiple 
perspectives.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teaching is an 
incredibly important job because we are able to teach students 
valuable life lessons and prepare them for the real world.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
The best advice that I have been given is: “manage your 
classroom fairly and firmly.”  This has always been my motto, 
and my students know right away that they will be treated fairly 
and respectfully. Still, they also know that learning and the 
academic responsibilities that come with it are non-negotiable. 

9. What is the one skill or talent people would never guess you 
had? The one talent that people would never guess that I have is 
that I love to dance. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
The most influential people in my life have always been my 
parents. They taught my siblings and me to maintain  a strong 
work ethic, to aim high, to value relationships, and most 
importantly to have God by our side at all times.  I am incredibly 
blessed and appreciative of my parents. May they Rest In Peace. 
The lessons that they taught me are forever etched in my heart 
and have been imprinted in my children and in all the people 
that I have come to know in my life.

Amelia Rodriguez
9th Grade Reading

United High School Annex
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United High School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I became a teacher because since I remember, I enjoy 
sharing my love for learning.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
10 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
I had the best 5th grade teacher in Nuevo Laredo. She 
always believed in me and gave me great confidence. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding, contributing, and inspirational.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher? 
That everyone has the potential to learn and how 
important you are in your students’ lives.
       
6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? 
They taught me to love this carreer as much as I love 
them.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
We can impact our students’ lives and give them lessons 
that will last a lifetime.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
To make mathematics relevant to students’ lives and 
always be passionate about your subject.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? 
I was a Sunday school teacher at my local church for 
many years and I was also a translator for missionaries 
in Mexico. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My parents have been a great inspiration in my life. 
Both of them were excellent teachers at the church they 
pastored in Mexico.

Judith Cardenas
9-12 Mathematics

United High School


