
Yadira Guzman
San Isidro Elementary
Second Grade

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I became a teacher to help every scholar reach 
their fullest potential, find their passions, and 
develop their love of learning. 
2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD?
This is my 15th year of teaching at United ISD.
3.Who was your best teacher growing up?  
My 2nd grade teacher, Mrs. Gonzalez always went 
above and beyond for her students. She planted 
many memories that have impacted my life till this 
day. 
 
4. Describe your job in three words.
Enjoyable, Challenging, and Rewarding
 
5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher?
Not everything will go as planned. Control what 
you can control, and let go of the rest.  Take it 
one day at a time. 
6. What's one thing your students have taught 
you about being a better teacher?
My students have taught me to applaud every 
academic milestone and they have shown me that 
through hard work and diligence we can succeed.  

San Isidro Elementary
5th Grade

Selina A. Sanchez 7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is the foundation of all professions. 
We have the opportunity to shape young minds 
into scholars and make a positive impact in their 
lives and our community, ultimately creating a 
better future. 
 
8. What has been the best advice you have 
ever been given? 
Learning is ongoing; for when we stop learning, 
we stop growing. 
9. What is the one skill or talent that people 
would never guess that you had?
My experience as a former Larriette has 
enabled me to choreograph many dance 
routines.     
10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
The most influential people in my life are my 
parents. My dad taught me the importance of 
hard work, respecting all individuals you 
encounter, and to take pride in my job. My 
mom taught me the value of an education.  Her 
independence and strength to persevere 
through any obstacle taught me to never give 
up.  My children have inspired me to work hard 
and always strive to be a better person.
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1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I desired a career that impacted people’s lives. 
What better choice than children. I also have a 
passion for teaching and seeing children grow to 
be successful in life.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD?
I’m starting my 10th year as an Elementary 
teacher with United ISD. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My 3rd grade teacher Mrs. Arizola at Kazen 
Elementary. Her passion and dedication continues 
to inspire me today. 
 
4. Describe your job in three words.
Inspiring, Fulfilling, Life-changing 
 
5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher?
One thing I wish they would have told me is that 
teaching is challenging, but the end result is worth 
all the hard work. 
 

6. What's one thing your students have taught 
you about being a better teacher?
Every child is capable of greatness. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important 
job?
Teaching is a job that keeps on giving. As a 
teacher if we invest our knowledge, love, and 
dedication into our students, we will create a 
better world of educated citizens.

8. What has been the best advice you have 
ever been given?
Be kind to every child, you might be the only 
positive force in their lives. 
 
9. What is the one skill or talent that people 
would never guess that you had?
I have great organizational skills, and I’m good 
with technology. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My family has always been the most important 
influence in my life. They motivate and support 
me in everything I do.
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Noemi Vargas
Nye Elementary School
4th Grade/Reading

Nye Elementary School
3rd Grade

Juana Alfaro-Pena 1. Why did you become a teacher?
I became a teacher to be a positive 
influence in the lives of my students.

2. How many years have you taught at 
United ISD?
14.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My mother.
 
4. Describe your job in three words.
Hard, rewarding, changing.
 
5. What is one thing that you wish 
someone had told you when you were a 
first-year teacher?
You will get better.  

6. What's one thing your students have 
taught you about being a better teacher?   
Never give up!
 
7. Why is teaching an incredibly important 
job?
You are an influence in a person’s life.
 
8. What has been the best advice you 
have ever been given?
Trust in God.
 
9. What is the one skill or talent that 
people would never guess that you had? 
Singing.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My students.

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I became a teacher because I felt that through 
teaching I could help many students not only with 
academics but also with other facets in life.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I have taught at United ISD for 15 years.
 
3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Growing up, I had two teachers in elementary who 
impacted me the most.  Mrs. Alfaro (2nd grade 
teacher) and Mrs. Reyes (3rd grade teacher).
 
4. Describe your job in three words.
Acquire, Absorb, Amaze.
 
5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher?
One thing I wish they had told me my first year was 
to be gentle with the copy machine.

6. What's one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
One thing my students have taught me that has 
made me a better teacher is that each and every 
one of them are unique.  No two are the same.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important 
job?
Teaching is an incredibly important job 
because it allows me to interact with so 
many young lives.  Hence giving me an 
opportunity to impact them in a positive 
manner.

8. What has been the best advice you have 
ever been given?
The best advice that has been given to me is 
that when talking to parents about their child, 
it is best to be completely honest with them.  
This paves the way of our communication.
 
9. What is the one skill or talent that people 
would never guess that you had?
One skill I have is that I know how to use the 
sewing machine.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
The one person who has influenced me most 
in my life has been my mother.  Her caring 
and nurturing ways are always present when 
I work with my students.
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Claudia Palacios
J.W. Arndt Elementary
4th Grade

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
As the oldest sibling of 7, I saw the impact 
that one can have on others. I knew special 
education was where I could make the 
greatest difference in helping my students 
achieve their fullest potential.

2. How many years have you taught at 
United ISD? 
8 years. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My third grade teacher Mrs. Gutierrez was 
my favorite teacher. She was always so 
motivating that she made you want to be in 
school.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Challenging, Rewarding and Life-Changing.

5. What is one thing that you wish 
someone had told you when you were a 
first- year teacher? 
I wish someone had told me that you don’t 
need to work long hours if you know how 
to manage your time wisely.

J.W. Arndt Elementary
4th/5th Grade

Nancy Castillo 6. What's one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
My students have taught me that a disability doesn’t 
define their capabilities. I’ve seen the majority of my 
students surpass obstacles and attain goals that they 
didn’t think were possible. It makes me want to push 
myself everyday.  

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
We are not merely teachers. We have the opportunity 
to lay the foundation that will enable our students to 
become productive citizens in our societies.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given? 
One day at a time. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
I’m good at organizing events in a short amount of 
time. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My children are my motor. I try to do the best in 
everything I do and transmit that to them. 
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1. Why did you become a teacher?
My mom always told me to become a teacher. She 
thought it suited my personality. I never really gave it 
much thought when I declared a major. I went through 
the program never questioning my choice. It wasn’t until 
I went through my blocks that I discovered that I was in 
the right profession. Having the opportunity to work with 
children, helping them achieve their goals and being able 
to be part of their education is truly rewarding. 
2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I have been a teacher with United ISD for twenty years.
3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
I was very fortunate to have many outstanding teachers 
growing up. If I had to choose one, I would say Cynthia 
Ramon. She was my theater arts teacher, and it was in 
her class that I learned to stand in front of an audience 
and perform. It definitely prepared me for what I do now.
 4. Describe your job in three words.
Adventurous, Rewarding, Fun.
5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher?
I wish someone would have told that the job is never 
ending. You’re constantly thinking about your students. 
You’re always figuring out the best way to help each 
individual child that sits in your room.

6. What's one thing your students have taught 
you about being a better teacher?
Resilience. Kids are very resilient. They are 
willing to try new methods and are not afraid to 
fail and try again. 
7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
Education provides people with opportunities 
and choices for life. 
8. What has been the best advice you have 
ever been given?
Observe before you speak. Before you are 
ready to give your opinion, you should take the 
time to observe the situation. 
9. What is the one skill or talent that people 
would never guess that you had?
I wouldn’t consider this a skill much less a 
talent, but I really enjoy assembling puzzles. 
10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My own children have been the biggest 
influence in my life. Having school age children 
has given me a greater understanding of the 
struggles and insecurities that children face 
each day. I try to help my students feel safe to 
take chances and remind them that it’s okay to 
make mistakes.



Vanessa L. Tiznado
Centeno Elementary
5th Grade/Math-Science

1. Why did you become a teacher?  
I became a teacher because I love to teach, love 
working with kids and enjoy the reward of seeing 
how the students grow academically and overall 
within a year.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? 
I have taught for 15 years and I’m now starting my 
16th year. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?  
It is hard to choose one because several instilled 
different knowledge that I have appreciated 
throughout my career. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding, active, evolving.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher?  
Plan ahead and take things one day at a time 
because it can be overwhelming. 

Centeno Elementary
Reading Intervention Teacher

Martha Guerra 6. What's one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
They have taught me to look at the world through 
their eyes.  In order to help them, I must understand 
how they see things to be able to achieve growth 
from there on. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
Teaching is the job that builds the foundation needed 
for our students to become successful in the future. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given?  
Don’t ever stop learning and growing as a person.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess you had?  
I can sing a song or two.  

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
The teachers I had growing up influenced me the 
most, for they showed me how valuable it is to be 
educated and earn a degree.
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1. Why did you become a teacher?
I became a teacher to make a difference in our 
world but most importantly, our community.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
10 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Angela Jasso, Alexander High School

4. Describe your job in three words.
Fun, challenging, rewarding.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher?
You’ll laugh, you’ll cry, but you will become better 
because of it!

6. What's one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
Every child is gifted in their own unique way. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly 
important job?
Teaching is important because we have 
the ability to shape young minds and 
produce productive citizens of the world. 

8. What has been the best advice you 
have ever been given?
You only live once, so enjoy to the fullest 
and with no regrets! 

9. What is the one skill or talent that 
people would never guess that you had?
I love to sing! 

10.Who has influenced you most in life?
My greatest influence in life has been my 
mother, Adriana Velasquez. She has 
molded me to be the person and teacher 
I am today. 
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Elizabeth Ramirez
United South Middle School
6th and 7th Grade/Mathematics

United South Middle School
8th Grade/Math

Samanta Y. Beltran
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1. Why did you become a teacher? 
As a teacher, I can impact a student to thrive and 
explore greater things. I want to motivate students to 
be involved in academic or other activities like sports 
or clubs.  I know how easy it can be for a child to 
get off track, and maybe I can prevent that just by 
motivating. I am especially proud of teaching in the 
same school I attended during Jr. High years.  

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I have been teaching at United ISD for 12 years 
now. Mostly here at USMS in 7th and 8th Grade Math. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
I will always be thankful to Mrs. Diana Lopez (2nd), 
Mrs. Rocha Morales  (7th Math USMS) and Ms. 
Tijerina (USHS) for believing in me.  Also, I want to 
thank Mrs. Yvette Miranda, Mr. Miranda, and Mr. 
Carlos Gil (USHS) for their dedication.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Innovative, extreme, and rewarding.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher? 
I was told; don’t worry, you will slowly learn. There 
is nothing I could have been told to prepare me. One 
thing for sure, I was told it would be challenging, but 
at the same time FUN.  I totally agree with that.

6. What's one thing your students have taught you about being a better 
teacher? 
I have learned from my students that my job has more importance than 
teaching challenging math skills.  More than any academic skill, teachers 
need to motivate, encourage, believe, and build confidence in their 
students.  

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an important career because we help build our future 
community.  We want high school graduates to be ready for real world 
careers and college readiness opportunities.  Teachers have the 
opportunity to motivate and encourage students, parents, and the 
community to achieve this goal.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
The best advice I have ever been given was from my aunts, uncle, 
grandmother who are retired teachers.  Their advice is to be patient and 
to get to know each student individually.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that 
you had? 
Creativity in teaching and strong leadership I have the innate ability to 
involve and motivate students/staff by building an exciting school 
environment all year long.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My parents have influenced me in all levels of my life.  They are humble, 
honest, supportive, hardworking people. They have taught me the best 
things in life, to be caring, responsible, honest, happy, dedicated, to be 
good to others and to always do the best for my family. I always want to 
make them proud. 

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I became a teacher to make a difference in my 
students’ lives.  I hope to inspire and encourage 
students to become lifelong learners. 

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? 
12 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My high school math teacher, Ms. Rebeca Reyes.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Challenging, rewarding, FUN!!

5. What is one thing that you wish someone 
had told you when you were a first- year 
teacher? 
That it’s okay to make mistakes.  Through your 
mistakes, you also learn many things… adapt, 
compromise.

6. What's one thing your students have taught 
you about being a better teacher? 
My students have taught me that relationships 
matter. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teachers make all other professions possible!!

8. What has been the best advice you have 
ever been given? 
The best advice I have been given is to never 
stop learning and to be consistent. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people 
would never guess that you had? 
I love baking! 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My husband. He has always encouraged and 
supported me in anything I do.



Mirella Sanchez
Trautmann Middle School
8th Grade/Mathematics

Trautmann Middle School
6th Grade/Social Studies

Lazaro Cantu
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1. Why did you become a teacher?
Education is where I felt I could do the most to 
make a difference in children’s lives.  I wanted 
students to learn in a fun and safe environment.  
That has been and will continue to be my goal.  

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD?
I have proudly served the United Independent 
School District for 25 years.  Furthermore, I 
worked summer school for 22 consecutive years 
and have truly enjoyed my profession.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My favorite teacher ever was my 2nd and 4th 
grade teacher at Buenos Aires Elementary 
school-Mrs. Catalina Montemayor.  She taught 
with an amazing love, which I truly admire.  I was 
very blessed to have her as my teacher twice.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Fun, exciting, inspiring.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone 
had told you when you were a first-year 
teacher?
I wish I was told to enjoy the ride, for that is what 
I have been doing in this career.  Every day is a 
blessing in this profession. 

6. What's one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher?
Something my students have taught me, amongst many things, 
respect.  I’ve learned that each child is different and we must 
treat each one with respect and individualism.  No two children 
are alike.  

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
Teaching is an important job for the reason that we as 
educators shape lives of our future.  We have the power to 
influence children in a positive way every day.     

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
The best advice that I have been given is to teach with your 
heart.  One has to teach with lots of love.  If you do that, you 
enjoy your teaching career. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had?
I believe that my sense of humor is a skill that I have and have 
utilized in my classroom.  People do not think that I am 
humorous since I am a former Marine.  People tend to think 
that I am serious and extremely strict.  

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
The person that has influenced me the most is my mother.  My 
father left her with five children and she held two to three jobs. 
Thanks to her sacrifice four of my siblings are nurses and I am 
a teacher.  

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
To share my passion for math with my 
students.  I believe all students can and will 
learn, and I enjoy helping students learn.

2. How many years have you taught at 
United ISD?
At least 14 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing 
up?
All Math teachers since I love the subject.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Patience, Rewarding, Challenging.

5. What is one thing that you wish 
someone had told you when you were a 
first-year teacher?
That you do not have to grade papers in 
the middle of the night.

6. What's one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
To build positive relationships with them.  
Sometimes they just need that extra confidence, 
extra attention.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
We teachers have the ability to shape students’ 
growing minds, to motivate, to inspire, and to be 
positive role models to our students.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given? 
Be prepared and have plan B just in case.  

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
Constructing jigsaw puzzles (1000+ pieces)

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My parent.


