
SEPTEMBER 2020
Barbara Fasken Elementary School

Why did you become a teacher? 
I wanted to make a positive difference in the lives 
of all my students.  I also wanted to help them not 
only to learn new things but also teach them to be 
lifelong learners.  

How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
16 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My high school English teacher Mrs. Raquel 
(Ramirez) Ramon 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Demanding, satisfying, resourceful

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first- year teacher?
Always be prepared with plans A-Z!
         

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?  Patience
       
7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
As an educator, I have the task to instill the love 
of self-worth, self-motivation and have a growth 
mindset in order to succeed in life.

8. What has been the best advice you have 
ever been given? “Siempre hay que esperar lo 
inesperado”- Dad. Always expect the unexpected.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
I am quite handy with tools.                  

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My mom and my two grandmothers.  They taught 
me how to become a strong, independent and 
successful woman.

Myrna G. Waldo 
3rd Grade - All subjects
Barbara Fasken Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I wanted to inspire our future generations and make a 
difference in their lives.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have been a teacher at United ISD for 20 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Mrs. Jovita Lopez was my 3rd grade teacher. She was 
very kind. She taught me that there is always room for 
improvement in everything we do.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
My job is challenging, inspiring and impactful.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher?
I wish someone had told me teachers wear many  
hats and how important those roles are in the lives  
of our students.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? I have learned from my 
students that once I have earned their respect, they 
give me their very best.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is important because educators have the 
opportunity to inspire, shape the mind of our children 
with tools that will facilitate their success, and at the 
same time make the world a better place.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? Children are like a blank page; look for the 
positive in each one of them.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? I love skiing.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My father has had the greatest influence on my life. 
He instilled in me the value of hard work to reach my 
goals, compassion, and integrity.

Blanca Gonzalez
2nd grade
Barbara Fasken Elementary School



SEPTEMBER 2020
Trautmann Elementary School

Why did you become a teacher? 
I became a teacher because ever since I can 
remember, I have always enjoyed helping others. 

How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have taught at United ISD for 5 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My best teacher growing up was Mr. Nolan. Mr. 
Nolan was my Religion teacher in 8th grade.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding, Happy, Nurturing 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first- year teacher? 
I wish someone had told me not to be too hard on 
myself and that it was okay to ask for help.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught 
you about being a better teacher? One thing my 
students have taught me is the importance of 
having fun. A good classroom environment is full of 
positive energy, which makes me a better teacher. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an important job because if it weren’t 
for teachers, we would not have doctors, lawyers, 
or any other occupations. Teachers are the 
foundation of our society. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given? The best advice I have ever received 
was to always have a positive attitude with 
everyone I interact with. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? One talent I have is 
painting. I love to paint in my free time. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? The 
person who has influenced my life the most is my 
dad. My dad is the hardest worker I know. Growing 
up, I watched my dad give his all to his job and that 
inspired me to want to do the same. My dad has 
always taught me the importance of having a good 
work ethic.

Diana Hinojosa
1st-3rd Reading, Math, & Language Arts
Trautmann Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
Becoming a teacher had always been a life-long 
childhood dream of mine.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have been at United ISD for a total of twenty-five 
years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My grandmother was my best teacher because she 
taught me essential life skills when I was growing up.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding, fulfilling, and heart-warming.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher? During my 
first- year teaching, I wish someone had told me 
that being a teacher also involves being a coach, role 
model, mentor, contributor, collaborator, counselor, 
speaker, researcher, influencer, and a true leader.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? My students have 
taught me that even the smallest things can make the 
biggest difference in someone’s life.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is the most incredibly important job because 
you are influencing and inspiring tomorrow’s leaders.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? The best advice is to be patient, persistent, and 
always be positive.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? I’ve always loved to 
decorate, stage, and design rooms. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My parents have been my greatest inspiration  
because their love, support, and wisdom instilled  
me to become an educator.

Diane Hernandez
2nd Grade
Trautmann Elementary School

SEPTEMBER 2020
Veterans Memorial Elementary School



SEPTEMBER 2020
Veterans Memorial Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher 
to make a difference in the lives of many children. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This is my 7th year teaching at United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? Mrs. Chapa 
my 4th grade teacher at Juarez- Lincoln Elementary. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding, Fun, Commitment.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher? 
Don’t stress too much and enjoy the small victories. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
One thing my students have taught me is to be patient 
with things that are beyond my control. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
We have the ability to make a difference in the lives 
of our students and provide them with the knowledge 
they need to be successful in life.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? You can’t pour from an empty cup take care of 
yourself. Your family, friends and students will benefit 
from you taking care of yourself first.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
I can cook. Yes, believe it or not, I do; more now that I 
have twins.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My parents have influenced me the most in life for all 
their dedication and hard work towards their children. 
They never gave up and up until now they continue to 
be there for us one way or another. 

Nereyda Medrano- Lopez
5th Grade
Veterans Memorial Elementary

1. Why did you become a teacher? Teaching has been a 
lifelong goal of mine. I became a teacher to guide students 
and help shape who they ultimately become as adults. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 16 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My best teacher 
was my kindergarten teacher, Ms. Reyna from Alma A. 
Pierce. She made learning fun and exciting. She made me 
feel comfortable at school and like I was a contributing 
member of the group.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Passion, Lifelong Learner, Rewarding

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher? I wish I had been 
told about the many roles teachers serve. We comfort 
children with self-esteem issues and problems in the 
home environment. We serve as positive role models 
and influence behaviors, strengths and weaknesses, and 
decisions made in future years.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? Diversity-College prepares us for 

one type of teaching method. When in reality, ALL children 
can learn each in their own way. If a child can’t learn the way 
we teach, we should teach the way they learn. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Whether it’s academically, socially, or emotionally our 
students make progress daily and it is because we are there 
at school giving of our time and knowledge.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
Always set high expectations for all learners, work hard to 
achieve those goals, and to be the voice for students with 
different abilities to ensure their academic growth.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I can sew, a skill I learned while in high 
school in Home Economics class.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My parents have been the biggest influence in my life. They 
taught us that when we work hard for what we want, we 
appreciate our success so much more. My father also taught 
us to set high goals and expectations with his famous saying 
of “puros hundreds” when dropping us off at school every 
morning.

Enriqueta Sanchez
Kindergarten
Veterans Memorial Elementary



SEPTEMBER 2020
Prada Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I became a teacher because I want to help my 
students reach their full potential. I want to have 
every single one of my students succeed and 
accomplish their dreams. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I will be embarking on my 4th year working with 
United ISD. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? 
I had many great educators throughout my 
schooling, but the best one was Dr. Jaqueline 
Romano because she gave me many opportunities, 
and believed in me more than I ever had before.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding, wonderful, significant.    

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first- year teacher? 
I wish someone had told me that everything was 
going to be ok, and that I was going to learn and 
grow so much that first year.   

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
Students have taught me that I can learn from them 
as much as they can learn from me. 

7.Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is the most incredibly important job 
because you make a lifelong impact for each child 
in your classroom.  

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given? Never doubt yourself on what you are 
capable of accomplishing. Remember that you can 
do all things.   

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? The commitment I can 
give to any and every single task.  

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
The person that has influenced me the most is 
my son Erick. He has changed my perspective 
about life and made me the best version of myself 
throughout the years of his life.

Emilia Almanza
Kindergarten/ Self-contained 
Prada Elementary School 

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I had a passion for helping others ever since I was young. I’ve 
never wanted to be anything other than an educator. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? I have taught 
two full years. This will be my third year teaching.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? 
Ms. Salazar, my 9th grade Geography teacher, taught me to 
always exceed expectations. Her travel stories inspired me 
to explore the world outside of Laredo. Now, my own travel 
experiences are what have shaped me into the teacher I am 
today. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Gratifying, Empowering, Unpredictable

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when 
you were a first- year teacher?
I wish someone had told me that I would become a parent, a 
nurse, a counselor, and even a mentor for some of my students. 
I was prepared to teach, but I wish someone had told me just 
how important I would become in my student’s eyes. It’s the 
toughest, yet most rewarding part of the job!  

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being 
a better teacher? My students have taught me to just be myself. 
They laugh at my jokes and go along with my wild ideas, but that 
is what helps them learn and what makes me a better teacher. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? As a teacher 
you can be the turning point in a child’s life. Children have 
challenges of their own, and your approach to teaching can 
either make or break them. Teachers have the power to change 
a student’s life forever. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
That no matter what, tomorrow is a NEW day. Regardless of 
the challenges that today brought, you can always start fresh 
tomorrow. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had? That I am quite the comedian. My family knows 
me as the clown. If you don’t know me you might think I’m shy 
and quiet, but I love making people laugh. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My parents are the 
biggest inspiration. They were my first teachers in life, and for 
that I will always be grateful. Everything I have accomplished in 
life is because of them and also for them.

Alexa Peñaloza
4th grade/Writing
Prada Elementary School



SEPTEMBER 2020
United South Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
Growing up in a family of educators, I was inspired by 
each and every one of them to make a difference. I strive 
to bring the same passion to my classroom every day.  

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This year will be my 7th year teaching at United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My mom, Norma Vasquez, was my best teacher growing 
up.  She was my 3rd grade teacher at Clark Elementary.  

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Fun, Crazy, Creative 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher? 
Build relationships with students and talk to them about 
yourself. They like to know you are also human.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? 

The smallest things make the biggest difference.  What 
really matters, are the small details that teachers can 
infuse in their teaching.   

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teachers provide students with more than the power 
of education.  We teach valuable life skills, provide 
guidance, motivation, and are role models.   

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
Be grateful, have fun and treat others with respect.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? 
I’m a 3rd degree Black Belt at Bears Karate International.  

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My parents have 
influenced me most in life.  My mom taught me how to 
be grateful and resilient in hard times or difficulties.  My 
dad, on the other hand, taught me the true meaning of 
hard work and never giving up.  I am forever grateful.

Rosie Rodriguez
8th Journalism 
United South Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I was an avid reader 
and writer growing up, and I love learning in general. I also 
wanted a career that would directly help others. Teaching 
ELAR has definitely checked off all those boxes. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? This is 
my 4th year teaching at United South Middle School.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My best teacher 
growing up was my third grade teacher, Mrs. Jones. She 
was patient, caring, and she always listened to us.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Challenging, Rewarding, Exciting.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher? I was told to be 
patient with the kids. That patience came naturally, but I 
wish I had been told to be patient with myself. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? My students have taught me to be 
a better listener. Listening to them helps me understand 

them, build connections, and it also helps me recognize 
how I can engage them so that they become better active 
participants in their learning.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an incredibly important job because of the 
skills students learn in the classroom, TEKS and soft skills, 
which prepare them for real world success.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
Recognize your mistakes, and learn from them.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I am currently learning how to garden 
in my backyard. After months of waiting for vegetables 
to grow, I have finally harvested a few cherry tomatoes, 
squash, peppers, and herbs.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My grandmother has been my biggest influence and 
inspiration. She taught me to work hard and to never give 
up. I owe my grandmother any and all of my good qualities.

Deborah A. Caldera
7th Grade / ELAR/Reading
United South Middle School

SEPTEMBER 2020
Prada Elementary School



SEPTEMBER 2020
Kennedy-Zapata Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? Working with children 
has always been a passion of mine. Being able to mold their 
eager minds and see the fruits of my labor is personally 
satisfying.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? I have 
been a teacher with the district for 13 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? There have been 
many teachers who influenced  me during my school years. 
However, the first that I remember is Mrs. Deborah Flores, my 
3rd grade teacher. She just made learning fun. 

4. Describe your job in three words? 
Rewarding, Disciplined, Continuous

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when 
you were a first- year teacher? With time and experience, 
I realize how important it is to focus on learning and not so 
much on tedious things. Teachable moments are priceless 
and at times other things have to take the back seat. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being 
a better teacher? Sometimes all they need is time to adapt, 
practice, and grasp the task at hand their way. Consistency, 

routine, and acknowledgment along the way is all they need.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? The kids 
depend on me to show up and feed their curious minds. I 
can’t show up and have nothing to offer them. Their brains are 
ready to soak up everything I teach.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
I set expectations and students will meet it regardless of how 
impossible it seems at times. If I put in the work, they will 
reflect a similar work ethic to meet the expectation.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I have learned great recipes from 
influential people in my life and actually have a hand for 
cooking. I love to gather my whole family to feast and try out 
recipes.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My parents 
have always been the support system that has guided 
me to the path I am on. With their constant guidance and 
encouragement, I have never thought I couldn’t accomplish 
something. Their dedication and proactive mentality is a virtue 
that I am proud to have inherited from them.

Brenda Medina
3rd Grade Writing and Science
Kennedy-Zapata Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a 
teacher to empower and shape young minds to 
reach their fullest potential and make a difference 
in a child’s life.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This is my third year.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
First grade teacher, Ms. V. Torres.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding, Inspiring, and Challenging

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first- year teacher? 
Teaching is a challenging career but extremely 
rewarding.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?  Every child is unique 
and requires different needs; therefore, they have 

taught me to expand my knowledge and energy in 
various ways.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
A teacher plays an important role, because he/
she helps a child grow academically, socially, and 
emotionally. 
    
8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given? 
The best advice that I have been given is that not 
everything will go as planned and not to take 
anything personal.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
Organizational skills to the tenth power. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My mother, she taught me to never give up. 
My other half, he supports me in everything I do.

Erica Leal
Special Education Resource Teacher
Kennedy Zapata Elementary 


