
OCTOBER 2022
Fasken Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I have always enjoyed working with 
children.

2. How many years have you taught at 
United ISD?
22 Years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Mr. Molina

4. Describe your job in three words.
I Love it!

5. What is one thing that you wish someone 
had told you when you were a first-year 
teacher? 
What an amazing experience it would be.

6. What’s one thing your students have 
taught you about being a better teacher?
Always be patient and caring

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important 
job? 
It is incredibly rewarding to see how many 
lives you are able to touch.

8. What has been the best advice you have 
ever been given? 
Be the best you can be in life.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people 
would never guess that you had?
My patience.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?      
My mother.

Maria De Lourdes Barragan
Kindergarten

Fasken Elementary School



OCTOBER 2022
Fasken Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? From a very 
young age all I ever wanted to do is become a 
teacher. I couldn’t imagine doing anything else. 

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? 16 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My 7th Grade Language Arts teacher, Mrs. 
Hernandez. She inspired her students to 
believe in themselves. 

4. Describe your job in three words.
Inspiring, motivating, and rewarding

5. What is one thing that you wish someone 
had told you when you were a first-year 
teacher? 
A big part of being a teacher is learning to 
adapt to all types of situations and changes.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught 
you about being a better teacher? My students 
have taught me it is very important to be 
empathetic. You never know what they might 
be going through.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an incredibly important job because 
it sets the foundation for all other professions. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given? Every day is a new beginning. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people 
would never guess that you had?
I love to bake. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My mom, sister, husband, and my two boys 
have influenced me the most in life.

Liliana Tellez
3rd Grade / All Subjects

Fasken Elementary School
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OCTOBER 2022
Ruiz Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I chose to be a teacher because some of the greatest 
minds I’ve met have been educators, and I have great 
respect for this profession.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This is my fourth year of teaching elementary music 
class.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Mr. Reimund from the Vidal M. Treviño School of 
Communications and Fine Arts. He was an incredibly 
knowledgeable and passionate musician and teacher.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Dynamic, entertaining, and rewarding.

5. What is one thing you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher?
Be yourself and your teaching style will come 
naturally to you. No need to force anything!

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
My students have taught me the importance of 
building relationships and its role in becoming a 
better teacher.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
We are molding the minds of future generations. We 
cannot afford to give our job anything less than our 
best.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given?
Do not assume.

9. What is one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had?
I play competitive Pokémon online, and I’d like to 
think I’m pretty good at it.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My family and friends. I wouldn’t be who I am if it 
weren’t for them.

Aaron Hinojosa
Music

Alicia Ruiz Elementary School
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Ruiz Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I was inspired to become a teacher so that I can help 
students achieve their goals in preparation for their future.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have taught at United ISD for 14 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
One teacher I can choose is Sandra Benavides.  She was my 
3rd grade teacher at Nye Elementary.  I loved all the hands-
on activities she would do with us.

 4. Describe your job in three words. 
Passionate, dedicated, and hardworking.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher? 
One thing I wish someone would have told me as a first year 
teacher is not to be afraid of challenges because there is 
always a way to overcome them.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher?
My students have taught me that they have different ways of 
learning.  They learn at their own pace.   

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an important job because you mold your students 
by educating them in preparing for their future.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given?
The best advice I have been given is to never give up and to 
take it one day at a time.  It doesn’t matter how hard it can 
get, we push forward for our students because they are 
counting on us. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had?
The skill I had was swimming at United High School.  

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My grandparents who raised me as their daughter, my son 
Jose, my son’s grandparents and my husband Julian who is 
always supportive in everything I do.

Rose Marie Villanueva
Special Ed. Resource Teacher

K-2 and 4th Grade
Alicia Ruiz Elementary School

OCTOBER 2022
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OCTOBER 2022
United Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
At the age of 12 I would play teacher at home and 
enjoyed being creative with my lessons. I imagined 
working to help build a better future for our students. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This is my 16th year with the school district and my 
11th year teaching.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Ms. Guajardo, my 9th grade Math teacher, inspired me 
to persevere no matter the obstacles.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Cultivating future leaders

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? 
Get to know your students and build relationships so 
you can better adapt your lessons to meet them where 
they are. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
Openness and honesty in the classroom create a better 
learning environment. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teachers empower the next generation to become 
independent and knowledgeable with the critical 
thinking skills they need to succeed. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
The best advice I have ever been given was to always 
have a plan B. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
I can make a fire without using a lighter or matches. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
Douglas Lindberg, my husband, has influenced my 
every step for the last 19 years.

Dionne Lindberg
8th Grade/ELAR

United Middle School
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United Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I became a teacher to be able to make a difference in 
the lives of my students while having fun doing it.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I have taught at United ISD for 9 years as a teacher 
and Coach Aid.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My parents were my best teachers growing up. 
Additionally, my grandfather always had many 
words of wisdom I still use today.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Making a difference.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher?
I wish someone would have told me how much I 
would enjoy the job.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
My students have taught me to be a better listener 
and to have patience.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
Teaching is an incredibly important job because we 
are the foundation of every job.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
The best advice I have been given is to never give up.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
The one skill or talent that I have is being a good 
listener.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
The person who has influenced me the most is 
my wife. She pushed me to become a teacher and 
always believes in me.

Eric Garcia
6th Grade / Science & PE

United Middle School 6th Grade Campus

OCTOBER 2022
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OCTOBER 2022
Nye Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I was inspired by my mom, who was also a teacher.  
I discovered my passion for teaching and working 
with children at a very young age. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
16 years. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My best teachers were my mom and dad. They 
taught me to work hard in order to reach my goals. 

4. Describe your job in three words.
Rewarding, challenging, and interesting.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? Teaching 
involves a little bit of everything like being a nurse, a 
counselor, and sometimes a parent.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? I always look for 
positive things, even when times are tough. My 
outlook makes the harder days better. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
We are teaching and preparing our kids so that one 
day they will lead this world.  

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
To never give up and always be myself. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? I like to run and listen to 
music. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? There are 
several people that have influenced me in my life, 
but mostly my parents.

Mariana Alvarado
3rd Grade / all content areas

Nye Elementary School
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Nye Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I became a teacher because I wanted to work with students 
who have special needs. I wanted the opportunity to help 
them to grow, gain skills and work towards independence.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I have been with United ISD for 14 years: five have been spent 
as a teacher and nine as a teacher assistant. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
I had wonderful teachers in elementary school, but 3 specific 
ones stand out: Mrs. Eliza Rodriguez (1st grade), Mrs. 
Magdalena Lopez (3rd grade), and Mrs. Patricia Rodriguez 
(4th grade). They all challenged me to reach my full potential 
but did it with so much kindness and love.  

4. Describe your job in three words.
Exciting, challenging, and rewarding.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher? 
I wish someone had told me that it is okay to not strive for 
perfection, but instead to strive for progress.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? 
My students have taught me that they are a reflection of my 
influence therefore, I continue to embrace their differences 
and continue to advocate for them and their success.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is the only profession that creates other 
professions.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
The best advice I have ever been given is to do the right thing 
even if nobody is watching. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had?
I am very intuitive, which has benefitted me in all aspects of 
life.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My parents. They have taught me to learn from my mistakes 
and keep moving forward. 

Marie Aimee Lecea
Special Education SLC (3rd-5th grade)

Nye Elementary School
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Centeno Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I wanted to make a difference in children’s lives.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I have taught for 26 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My best teacher growing up was Ms. Flanigan.

4. Describe your job in three words.
My job in three words is rewarding, adventurous, 
and challenging. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? 
I wish someone would have told me to expect the 
unexpected.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
One thing my students have taught me about being a 
better teacher is patience.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an incredibly important job because we 
are shaping tomorrows’ future.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
The best advice that I have ever been given is trust 
your instinct.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
I was in track and jumped hurdles.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My children have always been my greatest 
inspiration and motivation in my life. 

Veronica Molina
Fine Arts Teacher

R. C. Centeno Elementary School
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Centeno Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I became a teacher to inspire students minds and make a 
difference in their lives.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I have been a teacher at United ISD for 11 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My best teacher was Mr. Contreras. He was a kind person 
and had high expectations for every student in his class.

4. Describe your job in three words.
The three words that would describe my job are rewarding, 
challenging, and exciting!

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher?
I wish they would have told me how difficult it is to let go of 
your students at the end of the year and that teachers wear 
many important hats.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher?
My students have taught me to be patient and that every child 
has the potential to grow and succeed.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
Teaching is an incredibly important job because we inspire, 
empower and create lifelong learners. We provide the 
children with a strong foundation needed to be the change for 
a better tomorrow.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
The best advice that I have ever been given is that no matter 
how bad the day is going, always have a positive attitude and 
a smile.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had?
A talent that people would never guess that I possess is that I 
love gardening.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My mother has had the greatest influence on my life. My 
determination, success, and ability to persevere has been 
because of her continuous support and advice.

Alberto Alfaro
Dyslexia Teacher

R. C. Centeno Elementary School

OCTOBER 2022
Clark Elementary School
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OCTOBER 2022
Clark Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I decided to 
become a teacher to help children learn, grow, and 
prosper. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
This is my 10th year teaching.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My 6th grade teacher Ms. Arechiga. She inspired 
confidence in me.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Challenging, fulfilling, and rewarding. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? 
Not to stress over things that are out of my control. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? That with love and 
patience you can do anything you set your mind to.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching prepares, shapes, and influences 
tomorrow’s leaders.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? Sometimes, it’s okay to put yourself first. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? That I can rollerblade.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My children have influenced me the most. They 
inspire me every day to be best version of myself 
and to always strive for more. 

Edna Hernandez
SLC Unit 2nd-5th

Clark Elementary School
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Clark Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I became a teacher because of my own love of 
learning and wanting to share that passion with my 
students.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
3 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
I had many great teachers but the one that I 
remember the most was my 5th grade teacher Mrs. 
L. Garcia. 

4. Describe your job in three words.
Challenging, inspiring, and rewarding. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? 
One thing I wish someone told me was to prioritize! 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
Students have taught me to be patient and present.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an incredibly important job because you 
are shaping the future.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
The best advice I have been given is to take it a day 
at a time.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
I’m good with technology.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My parents have been the biggest influence in my 
life.  They have always taught me to have a good 
work ethic and to always do my best.

Rebecca Riojas
4th Grade

Clark Elementary School


