
1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a 
teacher because I love shaping the minds of 
children. It is a blessing to be able to have a 
positive impact in their future.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? This school year marks my 14th year with 
United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing 
up? My best teacher growing up was my 
Kindergarten teacher Miss Maty. Her kindness 
and enthusiasm provided a positive classroom 
environment.

4. Describe your job in three words. If I had to 
describe my job in three words, I would say my 
job is Amazing, Challenging, and Rewarding.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first- year teacher? 

Claudia Martinez
Clark Middle School 

I wish someone had told me teachers wear many hats. 
Sometimes we are nurses, parents, artist, counselors, 
actors, etc. but without a doubt, I love my job.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? My students have taught me that 
everyone learns in a different way and at a different pace.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? It is 
extremely important because we are shaping the mind 
of our future citizens with the essential tools that will 
facilitate a successful life.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? Don’t stress out, believe in yourself!

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I am very good at sewing.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My mother was 
the greatest influence in my life. As an educator, she 
instilled the value of education, hard work, perseverance, 
and faith. She never stopped persuading me to finish my 
education.

1. Why did you become a teacher? To inspire 
young children, and make a difference in their 
lives.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? I have been a teacher at United ISD for 
ten years. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My 
best teacher was Mrs. Zaragoza, she was my 
teacher in United Middle School. 

4. Describe your job in three words. Rewarding, 
challenging and FUN!!!

Lillian M. Valdez
Reading Intervention
Clark Elementary School 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher? Every year will be a 
new experience.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? Once you have earned their 
respect, they perform to satisfy you.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? You are 
able to teach the people that will be running the future.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? Always smile and look for the positive in 
everything. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I know how to shoot skeet. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My family, 
together we overcome any situation.
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1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a 
teacher because I wanted to offer my help and 
use my talents and knowledge to teach others.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? 16 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My 
best teacher was my Reading/ELA teacher, Ms. 
Annie Treviño.

4. Describe your job in three words. My job is 
fulfilling, demanding, and gratifying.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher?  I 
wish someone had told me about the life of 
being a teacher.

Laura A. Gonzalez
6th Math
Clark Middle School 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? My students have taught me 
to stay in touch with what real life is all about: grow in 
compassion, understanding, empathy, love for others, 
service, harmony, sharing, and patience.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teaching 
is an incredibly important job because we are entrusted 
with a child’s mind to instill knowledge, shape the 
thinking process, and flourish a heart.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given?  “A Drop of Honey Catches More Bees Than a 
Gallon of Gall.”

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? Painting

10. Who has influenced you most in life? There are many 
people who have influenced me in life: my parents, my 
husband, son, and daughter, my sister, and brother, my 
grandparents, my excellent teachers and friends, but 
most of all, my religious upbringing and God. 

1. Why did you become a teacher? I wanted to be a part 
of something special and rewarding and make a true 
difference. Therefore, I am my student’s teacher.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? This 
will be my 5th year officially being a Science teacher but 
my 6th year with United ISD. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? A teacher 
who was the most influential in my life was my middle 
school 7th Grade teacher, Mr. Meyers. He taught me 
that Science could be exciting, creative, and full of 
amazing learning moments. 

4. Describe your job in three words. Fulfilling, Inspiring, 
and Rewarding. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher? I think as a first 
year teacher, I would’ve loved the reassurance that I 
was making a difference… As new teachers, we want to 

Sarah E. Iglesias-Butler
8th Science
Clark Middle School 

make a difference in every child’s life. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a 
better teacher? My students have taught me that when I make them 
the priority, they in turn give me their very best. My classroom 
motto is, “Every DAY is a New Day”.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? As teachers we are 
given the opportunity to pour knowledge into a child’s life like never 
before. We have a daily influence on our student’s abilities to pursue 
their dreams and give them the motivation to persevere regardless 
of their circumstances. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? “Always 
be consistent and above all classroom management is key” – Araceli 
Martinez.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that 
you had?  Creativity! I tend to really think outside of the box and 
take the lesson or teaching opportunity to a whole other level. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My parents have made me 
the person I am today, my daughters inspire me daily to always give 
my best, my husband’s encouraging words and unconditional love 
motivate me to see the best in everyone, and my great grandmother 
insisted that through compassion and kindness we can see the world 
differently.
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1. Why did you become a teacher? I struggled 
in school, especially middle school and I had 
to study hard to be successful in college. I was 
blessed with certain teachers who took the 
time to help me get back on track. I want to 
be that person to someone, to believe in them 
when they don’t see their own potential.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? I have taught for 7 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? 
Mrs. Perez was my 2nd grade teacher, she was 
sweet and loving. I still remember significant 
moments in her classroom. She made me feel 
welcomed.

4. Describe your job in three words. Impactful, 
joyful, and persistence.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first- year teacher? 
Give it time and you will see that everything 
you do is worth it, even if you don’t see it now. 

Nancy Martinez
8th Science
Salvador Garcia Middle School 

One day your students will approach you and tell you 
how you impacted their lives. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? You need patience and you must 
be firm on them. Students always tell me to be strict so 
they can take the class seriously. It’s true, students love 
teachers with high expectations for them.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? To students 
you are their guidance and parents put their children in 
your hands. Children need someone to take the time to 
show them they can achieve their goals with persistence 
and determination. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given? It’s not a race, everyone has their own 
circumstances, so don’t look at what others are doing. 
Keep your eyes on your own journey and you will get 
there.  

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I love to create colorful art.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My parents are 
the driving force behind it all. They tell me what I don’t 
want to hear at times but at the end of the day, they are 
right. There is no time to waste, I need to do what makes 
me happy and not apologize for it. 

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became 
a teacher in order to be a role model to my 
children and to those students that need that 
extra motivation and guidance to always do 
their best.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? This is my 4th year teaching.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? The 
best teacher I had growing up was my parents; 
they instilled in me the importance of always 
being respectful and the acknowledgement 
that there is always room for improvement in 
everything we do.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Challenging! Rewarding! Gratification!

Veronica Perez
7th English Language Arts & Reading
Salvador Garcia Middle School 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher? Don’t be afraid to set 
high expectations on your students. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? My students have taught me to 
be patient.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?  Teaching 
is an incredibly important job because educators have the 
opportunity to inspire, build, and mold our future.  

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? Don’t allow anything to stop you from achieving 
your goals. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I enjoy painting, drawing, and 
gardening. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My mom and 
dad, without a doubt!
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1. Why did you become a teacher? I can still 
remember how much I admired my teachers I was 
fortunate to have been taught by so many teachers 
that were passionate about teaching. This naturally 
made me want to be like them.

2.  How many years have you taught at United ISD?  I 
have been employed at United ISD for the last 35 
years.

3. Who was your best teacher when you were a 
student? My best Teacher was Sister Bonaventure at 
St. Augustine High School.

4. Describe your job in three words. My job is 
challenging, fulfilling and important.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher? I wish 
someone would have told me to relax and focus 
more on the academic aspects of the classroom and 

Mrs. Rosario Galindo
Ninth grade/English I
United High School 9th grade campus 

less on the behavioral problems. 

6. What one thing have your students taught you about being 
a better teacher? My students have taught me that modern 
technology makes learning so much easier and enjoyable. I have 
had to adapt my lessons to meet their needs. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teaching is 
incredibly important because we are impacting the world in a 
very DIRECT way.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? To 
pray silently for each of my students and the world as a whole. 
And that teaching is a sacred mission because the world is 
entrusting us with their children.  

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had? I don’t think that people know that I love crafting. 
By no means do I declare to be an amazing crafter, but I do 
enjoy the little talent I have.  

10. Who has influenced you most in life? Father Thomas Davis 
(a Catholic priest), has been the person that has influenced me 
the most in my life. His “Life Lessons” through his homilies had 
a profound effect on me. He is still very much a part of my life.  
I am blessed to know this holy man that impacts my life and, in 
essence, the lives of the students I teach.

1. Why did you become a teacher? Since my high 
school years I saw this profession as the only 
profession able to mold tomorrow’s leaders into 
creative, independent life learners.  I think we 
have the power of inspiring students making this a 
rewarding career. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This will be my fourteen year teaching at United ISD. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My third 
grade science teacher his name was Mr. Padilla.  I 
remember how he impressed me with his science 
experiments and his kindness. 

4. Describe your job in three words. Teaching is 
absolutely: passionate, inspiring, and rewarding.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? I think there is 

Elizabeth M. Vega
11th / PAP Physics
United High School 

a lot of things they tell you when you become a teacher but they 
never prepare you for how your life changes. I love that teaching 
inspires you to be passionate about the success of others, to 
love your content, to strive for an excellent work ethic, to be an 
ultimate role model.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being 
a better teacher? I have learned that if I remain inspired and 
motivated, they will always enjoy the learning process in the 
classroom.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? We are very much 
responsible in establishing a very strong foundation to help our 
students succeed in all the challenges they will face as young 
adults. Teaching is helping make the world a better place.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
Never give up!

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had? I am really good at water sports, surfing etc.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My mother has had the 
greatest influence on my life. As a single mother, she instilled in 
me the value of hard work, compassion, and faith.
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1. Why did you become a teacher? I wanted to 
motivate and encourage students, especially 
those that need it the most, which is why I 
absolutely love being at STEP Academy.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? This will be my 10th year. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? 
My seventh grade science teacher.  She was 
kind, compassionate, and enthusiastic about 
teaching her subject matter. 

4. Describe your job in three words. Interesting, 
Rewarding, Busy.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first- year teacher? I 
wish someone would have told me that there 
was nothing I could have  done previously to 
truly be prepared to enter the classroom.  I 
entered my classroom with a plan that quickly 

Cindy Alvear
Chemistry and Physics
STEP Academy

went flying out the window and I learned to adjust with 
every new experience or scenario in the classroom. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher?  My students have taught me 
to be more empathetic and to be more accepting of 
different opinions and points of view. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? To 
many children, teachers may be their only source of 
motivation and encouragement both to help them grow 
academically and personally. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? Considering the campus I work at, it’s important 
for our students to know that our mistakes don’t define 
who we are and that everyday is a new opportunity to 
choose to do something good. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had?  I ride a motorcycle. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life?  My parents have 
made me who I am today.  They taught me the meaning 
or hard work, compassion, kindness, integrity, and other 
values that I hope to pass on to my own children and help 
build within my students. 

1. Why did you become a teacher? I grew up 
surrounded by a family of teachers, and so 
to enter the educational route felt natural to 
do. Teaching students is what I love to do 
and seeing the impact that I have on them is 
rewarding.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? This will be my 3rd year teaching. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My 
high school dual credit (English 1301) teacher. 
She would work diligently with every student 
in her class and steered us to become better 
writers. I will always remember how much fun 
it was to learn in her class with her innovative 
activities.  

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Challenging, nurturing, and restorative. 

Gabriela Gallegos-Mtz
9-12 English Language Arts/Reading
STEP Academy 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher? Keep a drawer full of 
chocolate for those challenging days. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? To be a better listener.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teaching 
our students is the root of all other careers.  I believe 
that every child finds teachers that motivate them to be 
a better student and citizen. This is the teacher I promise 
to be for my students. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? The best advice that has been given to me is in 
order to have a safe and positive environment; you need 
to consistently follow through with your procedures and 
expectations for each student. I take that to heart in 
order to have my students feel comfortable and ready to 
learn in my class. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? Singing. I love to sing. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? The most 
influential people in my life are my mom and sister. They 
have shown me what it is to be a strong, independent, 
and hard-working woman.


