
OCTOBER 2020
Bonnie L. Garcia Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I felt it would be an opportunity to instill in my 
students what was instilled in me, when I was an 
elementary student myself, and was lucky enough 
to have an excellent kinder/fifth grade teacher. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
19 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? 
Mrs. Garcia was my kinder and fifth grade teacher.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Challenging, rewarding, innovating.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher? 
That I would learn as much from my students as 
they learn from me. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
Every mind is different.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching molds and influences young minds and 
that is something that can never be erased.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given? 
Teach from the heart.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
I am a recording artist in the Tejano Music Industry.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My father. His wisdom and values have been most 
influential throughout my life.

Cindy Ramos Ramirez
3rd Grade
Bonnie L. Garcia Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? Ever since I can 
remember, being a teacher was all I have ever wanted to 
be.  Teaching is my passion, and I love knowing that I am 
molding young minds. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?  I have 
been teaching at United ISD for 14 years. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? I am a 
previous United ISD student, and I had many great 
teachers. But my best teacher growing up was Mrs. 
Garcia who taught at Clark Middle school. She was not 
only a great educator, but also a sweet, nurturing soul. 

4. Describe your job in three words. Rewarding, 
challenging, but most of all EXCITING!

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher?  I wish someone 
would have told me the first year is just a stepping stone, 
and every year after that, we learn something new to 
make us an even better teacher!

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher?  My students have taught me that 
they are all different. They all have unique and special 
qualities, and not one person learns exactly the same as 
the other. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teachers 
are creating the future products of society. We play many 
significant roles in our job that are part of molding these 
young people into what they will become. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? Not to over stress, and take it one day at a time!

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I love to play basketball! Even at my 
age, I can manage a good game. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? Both my parents 
have influenced me, but most of all, my father. He made 
sure school always came first and I kept up my grades so 
I can continue my education and pursue my career. 

Cindy Garcia Martinez 
3rd Grade/Dual Language Teacher
Bonnie L. Garcia Elementary School



OCTOBER 2020
Killam Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became 
a teacher to inspire my students to become 
successful and work through difficulties, no 
matter what obstacles stand in their way. 

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? I have been teaching for 14 years with 
United ISD. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? 
My best teacher was Mrs. Soto.

4. Describe your job in three words. Three 
words that describe my job would be 
Intriguing, Inspiring and Rewarding.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone 
had told you when you were a first-year 
teacher? I wished someone would have told 
me teaching will require endless working 
days. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught 
you about being a better teacher? My students 
have taught me to be understanding and see 
the world through their eyes. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important 
job? Teaching is imperative because we are 
shaping our future leaders with values, morals 
and knowledge to become successful.

8. What has been the best advice you have 
ever been given? Don’t stress over little things.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people 
would never guess that you had? I love to play 
sports, especially baseball.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My parents have been my greatest influencers, 
because they have taught me the value of 
work and discipline. 

Ann Gonzalez
3rd/ELAR/S.S
Killam Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became an 
educator because I wanted to help children reach their 
full potential and achieve their goals. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I’ve taught at United ISD for 5 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? Mr. Cabello 
was my 3rd grade teacher and one of the best ones. 
I’m so thankful to him and all his hard work. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding, Influential, and Energetic. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher? 
I wish somebody had told me that it is okay to not 
know everything. Everyday you learn something new 
that will make you a better teacher.  

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? My students have taught 

me that teaching is more than just a job. Showing 
them appreciation can go a long way. We are always 
learning from each other. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Not only are we molding the future generations but 
we also give students the encouragement they need to 
believe in themselves and become the best version of 
themselves.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? Always be compassionate because even 
though you can’t see it everyone is fighting their own 
battles

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? I have been in many races 
and won several 5k races. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My parents 
have been the most influential people in my life. I 
wouldn’t be the person I am today without them.

Violeta Ruiz
2nd Grade
Killam Elementary School

OCTOBER 2020
F. D. Roosevelt Elementary School



OCTOBER 2020
F. D. Roosevelt Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? Inspired by my 1st 
grade teacher, I wanted nothing more than to inspire 
young minds. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? This 
school year marks my 8th year as a teacher at United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My favorite 
and best teacher growing up would have to be Mrs. 
Treviño. She was loving and caring and made every 
lesson fun.  

4. Describe your job in three words.
Impacting, Challenging, & Fun.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher? How emotional the 
last day of school with your students really is; the ties 
& bonds built throughout the school year leave lasting 
impressions. 

6. What is one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? One thing that my students have 
taught me is that if you work hard for them they will work 
hard for you. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teaching 
is an incredibly important job because we are building up 
the future. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? The best advice I have ever been given is “Si te da 
miedo, hazlo con miedo. Pero hazlo!” 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? A skill I have that people would never 
guess is that I can kayak. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My mom has 
been my greatest influencer. She has taught me about 
work ethic and dedication, never to give up, and how to 
rise up in every situation. 

Maricela Cardenas
Pre-Kinder
F. D. Roosevelt Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? While I was at the 
university, I got the opportunity to work with children, which 
completely changed my career path.  This experience truly 
made me realize that helping children in all possible ways, 
whether it was by teaching them or by inspiring them, was 
what I wanted to do for the rest of my life. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have been a teacher for 2 years. 

3.  Who was your best teacher growing up? 
The best teacher that I had growing up was Mr. Reyes, 
my 7th grade Math teacher. He was very patient and truly 
dedicated to his job. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Exciting, rewarding and challenging. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher? I wish someone had 
told me about the incredible bond you make with your 
students! It is very exciting and rewarding seeing them grow 
academically, but very hard to let them go at the end of the 
school year. 

6. What is one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? My students have inspired me to 
become not only a better teacher, but a better person as 
well. They have shown me in their own way to always be 
positive. They have taught me the importance of celebrating 
their growth, no matter how big or small it is. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an important job because it gives us the 
opportunity to share our knowledge with the students. It 
allows us to guide them through their academic life as well 
as to shape them into good citizens of our community. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
The best advice they have ever given me is to take things 
slowly. It is always best to stay organized and prioritize to be 
able to do our job effectively. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I am a Folklorico dancer! I have 
practiced it since my elementary years. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My family has really 
inspired me to become the person I am today…an educator!

Roxana Concha
1st Grade
F. D. Roosevelt Elementary School



SEPTEMBER 2020
Antonio Gonzalez Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I always knew that 
my heart had a passion to inspire others to do great 
things in life and what better way to start with our 
children.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This is my 21st year as an educator with United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? I had many 
wonderful teachers throughout my learning years, but 
my music teachers were my most inspiring ones.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding, Motivator, Life-changing

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher? 
To laugh and smile and enjoy what you do!

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 

about being a better teacher? One of the best things 
I have learned from my students is realizing that we 
share the same dreams and desires of a great life.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching opens the mind to new adventures that can 
take you far.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? The best advice that I have been given is to 
always be positive in everything you do.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? No one would ever guess 
that I can make and sew dress outfits by hand.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? There have 
been many people that have been a great impact in 
my journey of life, but two special people, my parents, 
have been the most influential of all!!

Maria Magdalena Gutierrez
8th Grade/College & Career
Readiness/Touch System Data Entry
A. Gonzalez Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I decided to become a teacher 
following my uncle’s steps, who has been an inspiration in my 
career. He has been in the education field for 45 years. He has been 
a principal at a school outside Monterrey, Mexico, for 30 years. 
I have other relatives who had given their lives to this beautiful 
profession. They have inspired me to become a better teacher every 
day and a role model for my students. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I have been teaching for seven years. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? I would never forget my 
ESL teacher, Mr. Wawrowski. He was my ESL teacher. He taught me 
that language could never be a barrier between setting up a goal 
and successfully achieving it.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Encouraging, Inspiring, and Rewarding.

5. What is one thing you wish someone had told you when you were 
a first-year teacher? As every teacher knows, patience is one thing 
we must all have. However, no one told me how much is needed. 
After seven years, I have realized that patience is needed not only 
during our first year of teaching but also throughout our teaching 
career. We must embrace every challenge with a positive attitude.

6. What is one thing your students have taught you about being a 
better teacher? It is not what they learn every day that matters the 

most, but what they can remember when they are no longer in your 
classroom. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? I do not think of 
teaching as being a job. I think of teaching as a profession or a 
career that helps you connect with many different personalities. 
Students are not in your classroom to learn from the teacher but 
grow and succeed with their teacher’s help. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
Always learn from others and take criticism as a learning tool to 
correct what you are doing wrong and learn how to become a better 
educator. We learn from our experience. We grow as professionals 
when we let others guide us, helping us become successful. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had? Adaptability. I am the type of person that accepts 
challenges and takes them as a learning opportunity to adapt to 
new situations. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My mother. She has 
taught me never to give up and always think that there is a bigger 
door ready to be opened when one door closes. Life is full of 
opportunities. It is our responsibility to make good choices and work 
hard to become successful in everything we do. Her advice always 
“Usted puede, echele ganas y no se de por vencida!” (You can do it, 
work hard, and never give up!) 

Sylvia I. Flores
8th Science / Science Pathfinder
A. Gonzalez Middle School

OCTOBER 2020
Los Obispos Middle School



SEPTEMBER 2020
Antonio Gonzalez Middle School

OCTOBER 2020
Los Obispos Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? Upon earning my 
degree in Architecture, I was filled with a strong sense of 
accomplishment. It was so great, that I realized I wanted to 
aid in helping others experience that satisfaction of fulfilling 
one’s goals. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have been teaching at UISD for 3 ½ years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? Stephen Paulson 
from United High School was the teacher who taught me that 
you could be silly and have fun while still learning. I try to 
follow that philosophy daily. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Challenging! Rewarding! Impactful! 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher? I would have loved for 
someone to advise me that not all students naturally have 
the intrinsic motivation to be educated. Every student learns 
differently, and one must find creative ways to not only engage 
each of them but to also effectively make a difference no 
matter how small. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being 
a better teacher? I have learned that my students are not the 
only ones learning in my classroom. Each day they teach me 
about patience, creativity, and the notion that one never stops 
being a student themselves. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Grade school 
greatly contributes to the foundation a person builds upon in 
their lifetime. I am tasked with helping build that foundation 
with them, whether I am remembered as a positive influence 
or a challenging figure, I am making a difference. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given?
Keep a drawer full of snacks and do not drink so much water. 
There is not much down time, even to use the ladies room. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I am an avid artist who loves to create 
new things. I can get very crafty from sewing personalized 
pillows, to sketching on my art pad, to painting murals. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? Being a first-
generation graduate of two very hard-working parents, I 
learned from an early age that it takes a great deal of hard 
work and motivation to succeed in life just like them. 

Ingrid Cisneros
8th Grade Science
Los Obispos Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? Mathematics was 
always my favorite subject and I was always really 
good at helping my classmates with their work.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have been teaching with UISD for 9 years. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
The teacher that stands out the most would be my 
Geometry teacher. She gave life to the subject and to 
our class. Her name is Ms. Elizabeth C. Sanchez. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding, humbling, and nurturing.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher? 
Things change every year and we never stop 
recreating our method of delivering instruction.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 

about being a better teacher? My personality goes a 
long way and students appreciate a happy teacher in 
the classroom. Everyone learns best in a welcoming 
environment. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teachers inspire, encourage, and shape the future of 
our younger generations. We make a difference each 
child at a time. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? There is always room for improvement. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? I am very familiar with 
using different online platforms to deliver instruction.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My family 
has influenced me the most to get to where I am now. 
My coworkers continue to challenge me to never stop 
learning. 

Erika Riojas
8th Grade Pre-AP Algebra I
Los Obispos Middle School


