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R. C. Centeno Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?  
I became a teacher because I love to teach, love 
working with kids and enjoy the reward of seeing 
how the students grow academically and overall, 
within a year.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have taught for 17 years, and I’m now starting my 
18th year. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?  
It is hard to choose one because several instilled 
different knowledge that I have appreciated 
throughout my career. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding, active, evolving

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first- year teacher?  
Plan ahead and take things one day at a time 
because it can be overwhelming. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
They have taught me to look at the world 
through their eyes.  In order to help them, I must 
understand how they see things to be able to 
achieve growth from there on. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
Teaching is the job that builds the foundation 
needed for our students to become successful in 
the future. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given?  
Don’t ever stop learning and growing as a person.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess you had?  
I can sing a song or two.  

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
The teachers I had growing up influenced me the 
most, for they showed me how valuable it is to be 
educated and earn a degree.

Martha Guerra
Reading Intervention Teacher
Centeno Elementary School



NOVEMBER 2021
R. C. Centeno Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher 
after a career change. I enjoyed helping and seeing 
growth in people, so I changed from a business 
career into teaching. I wanted to make a difference in 
students’ lives.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This will be my second year teaching with United ISD. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My best 
teacher growing up was Mrs. Graciela Vallejo, my 
second grade teacher. She was kind and patient with 
me as a new student to the states.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding, inspiring, and creative

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher? 
Be patient with yourself!

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
My students have taught me to be persistent. They do 
not give up when encountering challenges. We work 
together to achieve our goals!

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
I believe teaching is an important job because we 
have the privilege to make a difference.  We get to 
shape tomorrow’s leaders.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? The best advice given to me was to listen more 
than you speak. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
A skill I have that people would never guess is that I 
know how to play the mandolin.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
Hands down, my mother has influenced my life the 
most. She has taught me the importance of working 
hard and never giving up. 

Gabriela Smith
4th Grade/ Self contained
R. C. Centeno Elementary
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Barbara Fasken Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I became a teacher because I wanted to impact 
out future generations. 

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? 
12

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Mrs. P. Vera, who I now have the privilege of 
working with.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Challenging, rewarding, devotion

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher? 
Classroom management is the foundation of 
success.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
Build relationships first!!

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is important because it helps create 
every other job.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given? 
Always have a plan B!

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
I enjoy cooking delicious meals for my loved 
ones. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My dad

Ivette Torres 
5th/ALL

Barbara Fasken Elementary
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Barbara Fasken Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
As a young child, I felt I always had a calling to 
teach and make a difference in a child’s life. I had a 
few amazing teachers growing up that made a big 
difference in mine and I wanted to be that for my 
students.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have been a teacher at United ISD for 21 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Mr. Paulson at United High School.  

4. Describe your job in three words. 

Challenging, evolving, rewarding

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher? 
I quickly learned that as teachers, we play many 
roles in our student’s lives and we learn to be 
masters at multitasking.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
Kindness, compassion, patience, and having fun can 
do wonders for a student’s eagerness to learn.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is so important because it is the foundation 
that catapults students into being successful, career 
driven adults.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
An expert was once a beginner. Learn from your 
mistakes. Work hard to develop your gifts to their 
fullest potential.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? I am a self-taught 
professional cake baker and decorator.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My mom. She is one of the most compassionate, 
giving, and intelligent people I know.  She always 
taught me to go above and beyond on things I am 
passionate about.

Veronica Vela
2nd Grade

Barbara Fasken Elementary
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Freedom Elementary School

NOVEMBER 2021
Barbara Fasken Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? Throughout my 
life experiences and different positions I have held, 
colleagues would always mention I’d make a great 
teacher.  With that, and a little bit of a push from my 
wife, I became a teacher.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?  
I have been teaching with United ISD and Freedom 
Elementary for 5 years.  

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? I don’t 
think it would be fair to consider “one,” the best. 
What I can say is that they each played a role in my 
development as a student and teacher.

4. Describe your job in three words.  
Dynamic.  Vehement.  Influential.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher?
Don’t get too comfortable. Things will, and are going 
to change.  As a teacher, we need to be adaptive and 
proactive with our student’s success.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
My students have taught me that they all come from 
different backgrounds, challenges, and support.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teachers are some of the most influential people in 
the world. We have the ability to educate children 
and shape the world’s future.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given?
The second letter of success is “U!”

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
I can play a variety of different sports. Jack-of-all-
trades I guess.  Bowling, billiards, golf, basketball, 
etc.  You name it, I play it!

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
Easy. My wife. After all, she is the reason I received 
my degree, traveled the world, became a teacher, 
but most importantly, became a father.

Ricardo Arizola
5th / Math, Science

Freedom Elementary
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Freedom Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
Becoming a teacher was always my dream job since I was 
in elementary school. I remember my kinder teacher Mrs. 
McDonald and my 2nd grade teacher Mrs. Prescott were the 
reason for me wanting to become a teacher just like them.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have been working with United ISD for the past 16 years. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? 
Many great teachers who put me on this path inspired me. I 
love teaching, and couldn’t see myself in any other career.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Engaging, hands-on, student-centered 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher? 
Don’t get comfortable and be ready for change. From one 
day to the next, things change and you need to be mentally 
and physically prepared to adapt. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher?
One thing that students have taught me is that they too can 
do the teaching. We as teachers learn from our students and 
that makes me better at what I do.  

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching in an incredibly important job because it is what 
shapes the future. Teaching has the potential to transform 
lives and gives the chance to inspire children to be confident, 
creative and to believe in themselves.  

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given?
To never give up. Follow your dreams. Believe in yourself 
and you can do amazing things.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had?
One skill or talent I think not everyone knows about me is 
that I like to act in theater arts. It might have been a long 
time since I last had done a play but if I was given the chance 
to participate in one I wouldn’t hesitate to do so. Learn those 
lines and put on a show! 

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
The person that has influenced me the most in my life as I 
was growing up was my mom. I grew up being taught to be 
better, want better for myself and to make my life better for 
my loved ones. My high school sweetheart and now husband 
of 19 years has also been influential, pushing me to continue 
my dreams and always being supportive through anything I 
want to do.

Jennifer Martinez
STREAM Teacher 1st-5th Grade

Freedom Elementary



NOVEMBER 2021
Killam Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
As a child I had some great teachers who challenged 
me to reach my utmost potential. Additionally, my mom 
who shares the same profession has been my greatest 
inspiration.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have been employed at United ISD for a total of 8 
years as a teacher, additionally two more years as a 
substitute teacher and teacher assistant.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My favorite teachers have been my elementary 
teachers. They showed love and passion for teaching 
and always motivated me.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
I can describe my teaching job in three words, 
challenging, rewarding, and fulfilling.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher? 
As a first year teacher, I wish someone had told me 
what the amount of time invested in teaching would be. 
Such as, spending many hours after school and during 
the weekends to accomplish tasks. The days are long 
yet the year is short. It is time well spent!

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
One thing my students have taught me is empathy 
and how a classroom environment is imperative to 
academic success.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an incredible and wonderful profession.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
The best advice I have been given is to show love and 
respect to all students. I strive to be the teacher that I 
would want my children to have.  Through my passion 
of teaching, I aspire to create lifelong experiences that 
my students can remember and smile back at.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
A skill or talent that not many know is that I love to 
cook. I enjoy looking up new recipes and planning 
meals for my family.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
The greatest influence in my life is my family.

Alyssa Mancillas
5th Grade Math and Science

Killam Elementary

NOVEMBER 2021
Freedom Elementary School
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Killam Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I became a teacher because I was inspired by a few 
of my own teachers. They made learning meaningful, 
and engaging. In addition, I wanted the opportunity 
to impact, inspire, and make a difference in the 
children’s lives. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have taught for 8 years with United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My best teacher growing up was Dr. Miroslava 
Vargas. Her dedication and inspiration towards her 
students is what drove me to become a teacher. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Challenging, Exciting, and Rewarding 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher? 
I wish someone would have told me that in the field 
of teaching no two days are the same. Every day is a 
new adventure. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
My students have taught me to be understanding, 
patient, and compassionate. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an important job because we give 
children a purpose, set them up for success, and 
instill in them a drive to do well and succeed in life. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
The best advice I have ever been given is to not over 
stress and to take it one day at a time. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
One skill that people would never guess is that I 
enjoy making hand-made leather products with my 
husband.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My parents, husband, and children have been my 
greatest influencers. They have taught me the 
importance to aim high, work hard, and to dream 
big.

Michelle Guerra
4th Grade ELAR

Killam Elementary School
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United Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I wanted to help 
the youth in my community see & reach their full 
potential. I also wanted to instill in students a love of 
learning, the way my teachers did for me. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This is my 9th year at United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My best teacher was Ms. Raquel (Botello) Ramón, my 
English teacher from Cigarroa High School, who is 
now a librarian at Lyndon B. Johnson High. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 

Rewarding, challenging, fun

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first- year teacher? I wish 
someone had told me in my first year that sometimes 
students who act out just need a little extra kindness.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? My students have 
taught me that every day is a clean slate. You have to 
let things go and try to make each day better.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching prepares students for life, not just 
academically, but socially and emotionally as well. It 
helps them gain foundational skills, but also exposes 
them to literature, history, art, culture, technology, life 
skills, and all types of knowledge that can help them 
take any path they dream of.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? Don’t stop learning and growing because 
skills and talent aren’t necessarily something you’re 
born with. Anyone can learn anything. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? I have a green thumb. 
Whenever I plant something, it almost always grows 
well.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My children have influenced me the most. They 
encourage me to self-reflect and make changes in 
attitudes, actions, or even in-actions that I would 
hope they would implement as well.

Janet G. Peña
6th Grade S.T.E.M.

United Middle School
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United Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
To share my love for learning.

2. How many years have you taught at 
United ISD? 10 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?  
My mother.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Engaging, Fun and Collaborative.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone 
had told you when you were a first-year 
teacher?
Prioritize and prioritize again...your 
classroom environment changes day to day.

6. What’s one thing your students have 
taught you about being a better teacher?
A smile can change everything.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important 
job?
Teachers have the capacity to shape the 
minds and futures of many students.

8. What has been the best advice you have 
ever been given?
Communication is key.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people 
would never guess that you had? 
Artist (drawings/sketches)

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My father.

Laura Menchaca
8th Grade Science

United Middle School


